
The Irish Connection

To my fellow Irish American Society members:

Anyone who was lucky enough to make it to our 
October meeting and Harvest Hooley on October 
5th got a real treat! Edward Brash gave a fantastic 
and interesting program on hard cider, followed 
by a hard cider tasting. Thank you, Edward! 
Thanks also goes to Lynnette Fitch Brash for 
creating the Hard Cider Handout that 
complemented the program!

Along with the cider fun, we had some 
impressive entries into the Pumpkin Decorating 
Contest and the Apple Cooking/Baking Contest. 
Congratulations to Debra Taylor-Kelly who won 
the Pumpkin Contest and Betsy Kennedy who 
won the Cooking/Baking Contest! Thank you, 
Sandy Archer, our reigning IAS Princess, and 
Catherine Twomey, longtime member (and lover 
of all things Halloween), for being our judges!

The Irish Breakfast and Silent Auction at 
Murphy’s Irish Pub on October 22nd was a great 
success! We had several longtime, returning, and 
potentially new members attend, and we were 
able to raise $300 for the IAS! Well done, 
everyone!!! Special thanks to all those who 
donated auction items and to Lindsay Thibault, 
Chip Holland, Tom Mooney, and the wonderful 
staff at Murphy’s!

October was a busy month, but with the holidays 
coming up, we have more fun ahead! Our 
November meeting will feature our second 
annual IAS Christmas Market! The Thorny 
Seahorse, Thirty-One, and Art by Betsy Kennedy 
will be set up to allow for some fun holiday 
shopping before and after the meeting. The shops 
will close promptly at 8:30PM to allow for clean-
up, so get your shopping done early! If you are a 
member (or interested in becoming a member) 

and would like to be one of our vendors, please 
contact ias.tidewater@gmail.com.

This year, we will be holding a combined Irish 
American Society and Scottish American Society 
fundraiser Christmas Party on Thursday, 
December 7th! Although we will be a larger 
group, we will still be holding our traditional 
wreath, centerpiece, and ornament contests, so be 
thinking about your entries. 
To those of you who may not have heard, the Irish 
American Society of Tidewater is now officially a 
501(c)3 non-profit organization! If you have any 
questions regarding rules for tax-deductible 
donation, please talk to Katie at a meeting or e-
mail ias.tidewater@ gmail.com. 

See you all soon!!
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President's CornerThe Irish American 
Society of

Tidewater, Virginia, 
was established in 
1980 to promote
and preserve Irish 

culture, and all things 
distinctly Irish.

Membership is open
to persons of Irish

birth or ancestry, as
well as those

persons who have
an interest in Irish 
history and culture.

Meetings are held
the first Thursday
of the month at the

Church of the Ascension

Community Center

4853 Princess Anne Rd 

Virginia Beach, VA.

Doors open at
6:30 p.m.,

the meeting usually 
gets underway at

7:00 p.m.,
ending at 9:00 p.m.

Sláinte,

Katie McCrory
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, 2017
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look for us on 
Facebook!

October M
eeting

 &

Annual Harvest 

Hooley

October 5
, 2017

Lynnette and Edward Brash at 
the cider tasting table

Catherine Twomey judging 
the Apple Cooking Contest 

(Betsy Kennedy won)

Edward Brash's Hard Cider Program

Sandy Archer, 2017 IAS 
Princess, judging the Pumpkin 

Decorating Contest
(Entry #5 won)



The Irish Connection        Page -3

Purchase an IAS Sweatshirt!!!

Check out our newly designed IAS sweatshirts
and purchase one BEFORE 14 November!!!

$28 each - online only!

Sweatshirts will be available for pickup at the Christmas party on December 7th (or at another designated spot if you can't 
make the party). You can also have your sweatshirt delivered to your home for an additional fee (estimated delivery of 1 

December).

Website: www.customink.com/fundraising/ias-2017
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IAS IRISH BREAKFAST 

AND SILENT AUCTION

held at MURPHY’S PUB

October 22, 2017

Cheryl Brown Jackie Trudell 
& Eileen Walker

From Ireland 
by Jim Hagerty

Hazel Charrington, mother of Sophie Charrington of the 
Brunell Basketball Team, sent us a package containing some 
Ireland tee-shirts, Cork Monkey Hats, coin purses and assorted  
trinkets.  Some were passed out at the Irish Breakfast.   
Not sure how the monkey hats got that name but they are cute 
and show the Cork logo: two castles overlooking the harbor 
and a three-masted sailing ship.  

Hazel says hello to Jack and Betsy Kennedy, Margaret Buckley, and Cecilia Thomas and the others 
she met from our group.
She mentions there was quite a lot of damage from Hurricane Ophelia that was a direct hit on 
Cork, but no one in her area was hurt.   She lives in Blarney, home of the Blarney Castle and its 
famous kissing stone.

Three Girls from the Bronx
(New York, that is) Johanna Gross, 

Margaret Buckley & Maureen Honore

Connie Smith with Russell. Cheryl Brown 
with Grace & Gabby, Katie McCrory
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Gloria & Eric

2017 Irish Princesses, 
Samantha & Alyssa Libasci

Mary & John Ryan, Margaret Buckley, 
Jim Hagerty, Maureen & Frank Honore

Debra Taylor-Kelly 
& Kate Sandoval

Lori Shea, Katie McCrory 
& Caroline Morse

IAS IRISH BREAKFAST 

AND SILENT AUCTION

held at MURPHY’S PUB

October 22, 2017

Sheila Hetherington Smith 
& Jackie Trudell 

Johanna Gross, Faye Stewart, Sally Houston, 
Mary Lou Ferralli, Gail Davis & Ira, Joan Welker
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CONGRATULATIONS to our IAS 
Little Miss Princess 2010 Moira 
O'Neill!  Moira continues to excel in 
school, most recently attaining the 
Principal's List by earning straight A's.  
We miss you lots, Clan O'Neill, but we 
are happy you are all thriving where 
you now are stationed over in Belgium.  

CONGRATULATIONS to Zack Bromley & Bishop Sullivan 
High School - Nice article on front page of Virginian-Pilot’s 
“Beacon” yesterday, this picture of Freshman class, from 
Bishop Sullivan Catholic High School. They raised close to 
$20,000.00 for a Catholic school in Key West, Florida, that got 
hit hard from hurricane Irma....Zack Bromley, a 9th grader, is  
in the back row, left side (between windows).

Submitted by Lynnette Fitch Brash & Mary Ann Bromley

Society Shout-Out

Condolences to IAS Adult Princess 2009 Maureen Tobin Cahill 
and her extended family on the loss in October of her mother 
Imelda’s beloved husband of 42 years, Bill Hutchinson.  Imelda 
married Bill when Maureen was quite young, so he was a real 
father to her as well as dear grandfather to Maureen’s niece 
Meagan Oglethorpe Garibay, our IAS Teen Princess 2008.

Bill served proudly in the USN for his first career and in the 
USPS for his second.  For six years, the doctors could not figure 
out the proper diagnosis for his fatal illness but eventually 
determined it was Progressive Supranuclear Palsy (PSP), a 
neurodegenerative disease with no known cause or cure and 
which can strike in the prime of life.  Sympathies to the entire 
family on their enormous loss. 

Here is a link to Mr. Hutchinson’s online obituary.
www.hollomon-brown.com/obituary/William-Bill-
Hutchinson/Virginia-Beach-Virginia/1758004

THE PARTING GLASS

But since it falls unto my lot
That I should leave and you should not,
I'll gently rise and I'll softly call
Goodnight, and joy be with you all.
Of all good times that e'er we shared,
I leave to you fond memory;
And for all the friendship that e'er we had
I ask you to remember me;
And when you sit and stories tell,
I'll be with you and help recall;
So fill to me the parting glass,
God bless, and joy be with you all.

Oh all the time that e'er I spent,
I spent it in good company;
And any harm that e'er I've done,
I trust it was to none but me;
May those I've loved through all the years
Have memories now they'll e'er recall;
So fill me to the parting glass,
Goodnight, and joy be with you all.
Oh all the comrades that e'er I had,
Are sorry for my going away;
And all the loved ones that e'er I had
Would wish me one more day to stay.
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Hear all the latest about our Hibernian hounds!
Feel free to submit news and/or pictures 

elating to Irish breed or Irish-owned dogs!
Submitted by Lynnette Fitch Bras

The IAS Paddy Pack lost one of its founding members this 
October, Miss Maggie Morse, our Vice President Caroline 
Morse’s beautiful little Norfolk terrier.  Maggie was adorable  
and accompanied Caroline all over, including to march with 
the IAS in the annual Ocean View St. Patrick’s Day Parade 
(see picture).  She was a very sweet girl and had her own 
Facebook page and one of the most extensive canine 
wardrobes of all time.  Maggie will be greatly missed; she 
had a huge personality for such a wee dog!

*************************************************************
From the AKC September 2017 newsletter, here are some 
PUMPKIN treat recipes for the fur babies!  I’ve enlarged 
their fonts, bolded some of the text, deleted or moved some 
of the text, corrected some punctuation, and removed their 
pictures to make the article appropriate for our newsletter.  
Here is a link to the original version.  www.akc.org/content/
health/articles/easy-to-make-pumpkin-recipes-for-dogs/?

*************************************************************

‘Tis the season for all things pumpkin. Dogs, too, love the 
taste of this squash plant, and it can even offer some health 
benefits (like relief from both diarrhea and constipation). But 
since dogs can't join you in sipping that spiced latte, we've 
found some ways you can help them enjoy the flavors of fall. 
Note: Make sure you offer only canned pureed pumpkin, 
not canned pumpkin pie mix, which has additional sugars 
and spices.  When choosing ingredients make sure to look at 
the label. DO NOT use any items that have xylitol in it, 
which can be very dangerous for dogs.

Here are two easy-to-make recipes

PEANUT BUTTER AND PUMPKIN TREATS
Ingredients

• 2 1/2 cups whole wheat flour 
• 2 eggs 
• 1/2 cup canned pumpkin 
• 2 tablespoons peanut butter 
• 1/2 teaspoon salt 
• 1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamon 

Directions
1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C).
2. Whisk together the flour, eggs, pumpkin, peanut 

butter, salt, and cinnamon in a bowl. Add water as 
needed to help make the dough workable, but the 
dough should be dry and stiff. Roll the dough into a 
1/2-inch-thick roll. Cut into 1/2-inch pieces.

3. Bake in preheated oven until hard, about 40 minutes.

PUMPKIN PUFFS
Ingredients:

• 1 cup flour -- You can also substitute coconut flour or 
potato flour, just expect your batter to be a little more 
crumbly.

• 1 egg
• 1/2 cup pure 100 percent pumpkin
• 1 4-ounce jar pure carrot baby food
• 1 4-ounce jar pure green bean baby food (optional)
•

Directions:
1. Preheat your oven to 350 degrees Fahrenheit.
2. Add all ingredients together and mix.

If the batter seems wet and sticky, add a little more 
flour. If it seems crumbly, add a little water.

3. Scoop out a spoonful of dough onto a parchment 
lined baking sheet. The batter should make around 24 
treats. If yours is more dry, than you can try forming 
the dough into shapes (like a pumpkin). The green 
bean baby food can be added to a little bit of the 
dough if you would like to add a green stem onto a 
pumpkin shape.

4. Bake for 35-40 minutes or until the edges start to 
brown.

5. Allow treats to cool completely, and then give them to 
your dog to enjoy.

Cu Corner
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At the November Meeting

Thursday, November  2,, 2017

Our Second Annual IAS Christmas Market

The Thorny Seahorse, Thirty-One,
and Art by Betsy Kennedy

will be set up to allow for some fun
holiday shopping before and after the meeting.

The shops will close promptly at 8:30PM to allow for 
clean-up, so get your shopping done early! 

f you are a member (or interested in becoming a member) 
and would like to be one of our vendors, please contact 

ias.tidewater@gmail.com.

IAS/SST Combined

Christmas Party& Ceili

Thursday, December 7th
7PM - 9PM (Doors Open at 6:30PM)

Church of the Ascension
Community Center

4853 Princess Anne Rd,
Virginia Beach, VA 23462

Please bring a dish (savory or sweet) to share!

Wreath, Centerpiece, & Ornament 
Decorating Contest Guidelines

All entries must be handmade.

Prizes go to the first place winner in 
each of the three categories.

You may enter in
more than one category.

Please do NOT put 
your name on your entry,

but see Katie at the ceili for an
Entry Number assignment before 

displaying your entry.

Purchase an IAS Sweatshirt!!!

Check out our newly designed IAS sweatshirts
and purchase one BEFORE 14 November!!!

(See more inside this newsletter)
$28 each - online only!

Sweatshirts will be available for pickup at the Christmas party on December 
7th (or at another designated spot if you can't make the party). You can also have 

your sweatshirt delivered to your home for an additional fee 
(estimated delivery of 1 December).

Coming Events


