
The Irish American 
Society of

Tidewater, Virginia, 
was established in 
1980 to promote
and preserve Irish 

culture, and all things 
distinctly Irish.

Membership is open
to persons of Irish

birth or ancestry, as
well as those

persons who have
an interest in Irish 
history and culture.

Meetings are held
the first Thursday

of every month at the
Church of the 

Ascension  
Community Center

4853 Princess
Anne Rd 

Virginia Beach, VA.
Doors open at

6:30 p.m.,
the meeting usually 
gets underway at

7:00 p.m.,
ending at 9:00 p.m.

Dear Fellow Irish American Society Members,

Our Thursday, August 6th meeting will NOT be at 
Ascension as there is a scheduling conflict.  Instead, 
we will have an IAS & Friends Dinner Social at 
Murphy’s Grand Irish Pub at the Virginia Beach 
oceanfront, 30th and Pacific!  Edward and I will be 
in Ireland then, so IAS Senior Veep Joe Brady will 
be running the show! Come on out for a nice dinner 
with friends and friends-you-haven't-met-yet! :)

Happy Hour from 6-7 pm
Special fixed-price menu

Beautiful new IAS Hats ($18) 
and Patches ($10) for sale

50-50 Raffle

July has been a pretty amazing month for the IAS!  
For starters, our IAS & Friends IRISH LUAU was a 
ton of fun!!! Many, many thanks to everybody who 
came -- we had a great turn out of many wonderful 
long-time members AND some great new ones, too! 
I got there about 5 pm to set up the dividers, tables, 
and chairs, and then Mary Ann and Joseph Brady 
showed up to make the decorating magic happen!  I 
think it looked FABULOUS!  Almost everyone there 
was wearing beach gear, the food people brought 
was AMAZING, and I gotta say that the surf film 
(Waveriders 2009) showing the MANY connections 
between surfing and Ireland was FANTASTIC!!!  
For those of you interested in knowing more about 
the film, here is its website. You can also purchase it 
from Amazon. www.waveridersthefilm.com  I 
loved the whole movie, but learning about George 
Freeth, the Irishman who brought about the rebirth 
of Polynesian surfing, took it to California, and 
established the first lifeguarding protocols for 
beaches was my favorite part of the film -- what a 
heroic and amazing person!  Here's the Wikipedia 

entry on the film. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Waveriders  See inside this newsletter for pix from 
our Irish Luau!

Also in July was the inaugural COASTAL 
VIRGINIA CUP Hurling & Camogie Tournament!  
Those of you familiar with the IAS Mission 
Statement know that we exist to “promote and 
preserve Irish culture, including music, art, history, 
folklore, dance, literature, athletics [bold mine], 
languages, dialects, and all other things 
distinctively IRISH among interested persons in the 
Tidewater, Virginia area and to cooperate with like-
minded persons, groups, and organizations both 
here and abroad.”  Well, I would say that we 
definitely lived up to our IAS Mission Statement in 
terms of our participation in the CVC!  The IAS put 
in an amazing effort to help the Cumann na mBan 
Camogie team and the Hampton Roads Hurling 
Club make it a huge success!  Many IAS members 
contributed to this success by hard work ahead of 
time and/or at the event, and that includes all the 
wonderful spectators who came out to support Irish 
Sports and Irish Culture in our area despite the heat 
and humidity!  Special recognition for really going 
above and beyond for the cause goes to Clan 
Hagerty, Clan Kennedy, Clan Brady, Clan 
Sandoval, and Clan Buckley.  You will see pictures 
of their many specific contributions within this 
issue.  We want to see this tournament continue to 
grow each year until it is a full-blown Irish festival 
for our area!  And the end game is eventually to be 
able to build a Celtic Cultural Center in our area 
with its own athletic fields, ceili hall, locker rooms, 
classrooms, etc.  Other areas have done this – so can 
we!

IAS Member Teresa Buckley Diaz called the CVC 
“an amazing day I'll never forget!!!!”  The teams 
who came from out-of-town to play were blown 
away by both the tournament and the great After 
Party at Murphy’s, and they have already declared 
they are coming back next year!  Teams who made 
the mistake of not coming this year already regret it 
and are asking about next year.  
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The IAS, CnamB, and the HRHC really did do 
an amazing job pulling this event off with fine 
Irish style, but don’t take it from me – I saw a 
really nice quote on Facebook by Brian 
O'Connell (a CnamB coach and HRHC hurler) 
about the CVC that recognizes the many Irish 
touches that the IAS supplied! The IAS definitely 
brought it! BTW, Brian designed the awesome 
CVC tee shirts -- they really highlight our 
wonderful coastal VA location!  Here's what he 
said: "...the tournament was a success. Great 
attention to detail on the little things, Irish 
wolfhounds, Finn McCool, Irish coins for the coin 
toss, Irish county flags everywhere, Irish soda 
bread for sale, live Irish music, an Irish cottage on 
a trailer for the kids to play in, Gift bags for the 
Camogie players, and a great after party at 
Murphy's in VB. Oh the Mayor of VB and a 
bunch of news crews were there also. Did I 
mention the t-shirts..... They were awesome!!!!

You can enjoy many pix from the CVC inside 
this issue of our newsletter, but there are also 
many good online articles and video pieces 
about it!  
Here are links to some of those:

Sportswrap piece on the CVC by Nathan Epstein 
of Wavy 10 – 2:21 minutes
www.facebook.com/jason.b.hall.52/videos/
10204642491925628/?fref=nf

CVC Opening Ceremonies & Live Action Video 
by Jim Nabors – 13 minutes
www.youtube.com/watch?
v=up37ePdwhzU&feature=youtu.be

Locker Room piece on the CVC by Mackenzie 
Walter of WTKR News 3 – 3:19 minutes
wtkr.com/2015/07/19/hampton-roads-hurling-
hosts-first-annual-coastal-virginia-cup/

Beacon article on CVC by David Macauley w/ 
embedded video (8:19 minutes) and 2 pix
hamptonroads.com/2015/07/virginia-beach-
hosts-irish-sport-hurling-saturday

Daily Press article on CVC by Tommy Hamzik
www.dailypress.com/sports/dp-spt-hurling-
hampton-roads-coastal-virginia-cup-20150717-
story.html

AltDaily press release about the CVC by Jason 
Wilson of the HRHC
altdaily.com/features/entertainment/137-
lifestyle52/7980-ireland-comes-to-virginia-
beach-with-region-s-first-hurling-
tournament#.VaWx8kTeMmo.facebook

Treble Reel performance by An Cor Rud (The 
Reel Thing) dancers at the CVC After Party at 
Murphy’s – posted by Diane Kelly Slawson – 
3:32 minutes
www.youtube.com/watch?
v=da8zm7AeFHk&feature=youtu.be

Slán go fóill! 
(Bye for now!)

President's Corner - cont’d. from page 1

        Lynnette Fitch 

Brash  m



The Irish Connection Page -3

Heartfelt condolences to IAS member Eileen King Walker, to 
Eileen’s daughter (our IAS 2014 Adult Princess) Heather Warren, to 
Eileen’s granddaughter (our IAS 2014 Little Miss Princess) Caelin 
Warren, and to their entire family on the loss this month of Eileen's 
father, George King, of Kearny, New Jersey.  What a terribly sad 
year it has been for them, having also lost Eileen’s husband, Mark, 
earlier this year.  Please keep them in your thoughts and prayers.
Here is a write up about George King, who had quite a life, from 
the United Irish Associations of West Hudson.

www.facebook.com/UnitedIrishAssociationsOfWestHudson/
posts/980516718646493?fref=nf

The Parting Glass
Of all good times that e'er we shared,

   I leave to you fond memory;

And for all the friendship that e'er we had
   I ask you to remember me;

And when you sit and stories tell,
   I'll be with you and help recall;

So fill to me the parting glass,
   God bless, and joy

      be with you all.

from “The Parting Glass”

Hear all the latest about our Hibernian hounds!
Feel free to submit news and/or pictures relating to Irish 

breed or Irish-owned dogs!
The Irish Wolfhound Association of the Mid South made a 
spectacular showing at the Coastal Virginia Cup this 
month!  Seventeen Irish Wolfhounds and their owners made 
the trek to show off the Irish Hound of Kings at a 
tournament for the Irish Sport of Kings!  The following 
gentle giants and their owners can be seen posing with 
legendary Irish giant Finn McCool (Jim Bandelean of the 
Richmond Irish American Society, who very kindly came 
down for the day!), whose love of his Irish Wolfhounds is 
one of his well known attributes, at the CVC!  The crowd 
absolutely loved the Wolfhounds, who were an important 
part of the Opening Ceremonies and who had a Kiss Me I’m 
Irish kissing booth!  

Many thanks to all for taking part, but special thanks to IAS 
member Heather Hanchett Burns who organized the 
group’s participation!  

It was also great to see IAS Paddy Pack member Rebecca 
Conti and her beautiful fur babies!  Somewhere up in 
heaven, former IAS President Tom Porter and his beloved 
wolfhound Willie were smiling down and loving this!

CU CORNER
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Our IAS & Friends

IRISH LUAU 
in July was a ton of fun!!! Many, 

many thanks to everybody who 
came -- we had a great turn out of 
many wonderful long-time 
members AND some great new 
ones, too! I got there about 5 pm 
to set up the dividers, tables, and 
chairs, and then Mary Ann & Joe 
Brady showed up to make the 
decorating magic happen! I think 
it looked FABULOUS!  

Thanks to everyone who 
contributed.  Almost everyone 
there was wearing beach gear, the food people 
brought was AMAZING, and I gotta say that the 
surf film (Waveriders 2009) showing the MANY 
connections between surfing and Ireland was 
FANTASTIC!!!  For those of you interested in 
knowing more about the film, here is its website. 
You can also purchase it as I did from Amazon -- 
might make a great stocking stuffer for the surfers 
in your life! http://www.waveridersthefilm.com

Here's the Wikipedia entry on the film as well. I 
loved the whole movie, but learning about George 
Freeth, the Irishman who brought about the 
rebirth of Polynesian surfing, took it to California, 
and established the first lifeguarding 
protocols for beaches was my favorite 
part of the film -- what a heroic and 
amazing person! https://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Waveriders.

Photos by: Lori Shea/Lynnette Brash
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Happy Birthday to our July-born 
Princesses:  IAS Little Miss Princess 2010 

Moira O’Neill; twin IAS Junior Princesses 2014 Jessie and 
Jordie Boyd; IAS Teen Princesses Jyllian Berry (2014), Nina 
Coletti Galvez (2009), and Meagan Oglethorpe Garibay 
(2008); and IAS Adult Princess 2011 Bridgett Cherry Sakach! 

Many thanks to our IAS Princesses for 2015:  Adult 
Princess Anne-Bernadette Dail, Teen Princess Caitlin 
Hagerty, and Junior Princess Olivia Sandoval!  They did a 
FANTASTIC job in the Opening 
Ceremonies and the Irish Game Start Coin 
Tosses for the COASTAL VIRGINIA CUP 
Hurling & Camogie Tournament this 
month!  (See pic of them in the CVC 
Opening Ceremonies carrying Irish 1916 
flags.) Olivia also helped her grandmother, 
Kate Sandoval, at the scrumptious Irish 
Bake Sale tent!  

Thanks to IAS Adult Princess 2008 Katie 
Morse McCrory who did a beautiful job 
singing “The Star Spangled Banner” in the 
CVC Opening Ceremonies.  

Thanks to IAS Adult Princess 2007 Erin 
Morrissey who took so many fantastic 
pictures at the CVC, some of which you 
will see in this issue!  

Thanks to IAS Teen Princess 2014 Jyllian Barry who was a 
big help to her family, Clan Brady, who all did such a 
marvelous job holding down the fort at the IAS Tent/Table 
at the CVC.

Thanks also to IAS Adult Princess 2002 Lisa Hunt Burgess 
for organizing the Irish step dancing performance for the 
After Party at Murphy’s and to IAS Teen Princess 2004 
Maura Flatley for step dancing!  The crowd absolutely went 
wild!

And last but not least, thanks to IAS Adult Princess 2004 
Lynette Gilmour Crouch who helped many of the out-of-
town CVC participants find lodging at local hotels.

Congratulations to our other IAS Teen Princess 2008, 
Maggie Wilcox.  Maggie just earned her RDN!  Well done!!!

The Princess Diaries, 
continued . . . August 2015

(PRESIDENT'S NOTE:  Many thanks to Teresa Buckley Diaz for showing me this article about the Coastal Virginia Cup. As it turns out, the 
author's Mom is Eileen Ryan Seeley, the FOUNDING President of the IAS! I had asked Eileen to do the Irish coin toss for the hurling final at the 
CVC, and she came out with her son and her sister. I saw them on the sidelines during CnamB's camogie match against the Baltimore Lady 
Bohemians. So cool!!!)

"Hurling Tournament Brought Me back to Grandpa" 
by David Schleck, Virginia Beach Beacon
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Piper Corey Roy of the HRHC piped in 
participants in the CVC Opening 

Ceremonies to a selection of Irish 

Thanks to all the photographers in this issue!
PHOTO CREDITS:

Lynnette Fitch Brash, Jim Hagerty, Lisa Hunt 
Burgess, Erin Morrissey, Lynnette Winemiller Fitch, 
Lynette Gilmour Crouch and Diane Kelly Slawson

Coin toss for the first hurling match

Mayor Sessoms of Virginia Beach doing the Irish coin toss 
for the first Camogie match of the CVC tournament. Home 

team Captain Heather Warren of Cumann na mBan 
Camogie waits while visiting team Captain Casey Troy of 

CVC Co-Chairs, "Skip" Josiah Hunter and Edward 
Brash, with Mayor Will Sessoms of Va Beach before the 

Opening Ceremonies kicked off.

Mayor Sessoms reading the 
proclamation establishing July 18, 2015 

as IRISH SPORTS DAY in Va Beach!
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Aidan Walsh won the Finn McCool's 
Youth Poc Fada contest!

Awesome marker flags Jennifer Shafer 
of CnamB made for the CVC Poc Fada!

HRHC Piper Corey Roy & CnamB Piper 
Carlyn Aasheim fire up the pipes for the 

Third Half CVC after party!

From Diane Kelly Slawson
Some of the girls who danced before the Coastal 

VA Cup awards at Murphy's. 
Thanks for allowing them to celebrate with you ! 

THANKS
Murphy’s Pub!
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Our lovely and talented IAS artist Joy Brady Boyd made 
this fabulous leprechaun & goat photo board!

Kate Sandoval and her granddaughter Olivia, our IAS Junior Princess 
2015, supervised the DELICIOUS IAS Irish Bake Sale! Look at all 
those delicious treats -- Irish soda bread, cookies, brownies, etc.

Trad music under the trees


