
The Irish American 
Society of

Tidewater, Virginia, 
was established in 
1980 to promote
and preserve Irish 

culture, and all things 
distinctly Irish.

Membership is open
to persons of Irish

birth or ancestry, as
well as those

persons who have
an interest in Irish 
history and culture.

Meetings are held
the first Thursday

of every month at the
Church of the 

Ascension  
Community Center

4853 Princess
Anne Rd 

Virginia Beach, VA.
Doors open at

6:30 p.m.,
the meeting usually 
gets underway at

7:00 p.m.,
ending at 9:00 p.m.

Looking back slightly, what a FANTASTIC 
Irish Month it has been!!!  IAS Sergeant-at-
Arms Jim Hagerty set up a spectacular 
display of all 32 Irish County flags for our 
March meeting, and we were able to finally 
complete the set of pictures of IAS members 
with the flags of their home counties with 
shots of Mayo, Sligo, and Tipperary!  Thanks 
to our illustrious Madame Editor Lori Shea 
for creating a beautiful collage of these 
pictures, which our Webmaster Mike Lawler 
loaded on the IAS website for us!  Go check it 
out, if you haven’t already! http://irlusa.org/
newsletters/

The following night, there was a wonderful 
Opening for a wonderful SHADES OF 
IRELAND, SHADES OF GREEN Irish Art 
Show at the One 11 Gallery in Norfolk!  All the 
artwork in the show was at least started in Ireland at 
an artists’ retreat in the Kingdom of Kerry, Ireland!  
New IAS member Barbara Lively Mastaglio runs 
the retreat every summer, and the art show featured 
beautiful works by her, Betsy Kennedy, and several 
others.  The Opening was such a success that they 
plan to have a Çlosing Reception at the end of April 
for the show as well.  Do yourself a favor, and get 
down there to see it if you haven’t already.  The 
gallery owner, Suzanne Watson, is a new IAS 
member as well!

The Brom delivered yet another stellar Finnegan’s 
Wake for us this March.  Thanks to all who helped 
make it great fun!  See elsewhere in the newsletter 
for pictures of the Irish dancers from The Reel 
Thing, our 2014 IAS Princesses, Glasgow Kiss, etc.  
We even had four Macgregors get shorn to raise 
money for St. Baldrick’s this year at Finnegan’s 
Wake!  IAS member Scott Macgregor and all three of 
his young grandsons were shaved while Scott’s two 
daughters circulated passing out information about 
St. Baldrick’s.  If you want to support Clan 
Macgregor’s worthy efforts to raise funds for St. 
Baldrick’s (to research cures to juvenile cancers), 
don’t forget that the IAS will match your donations 
up to $125.  Just write a check to the IAS, but write 
St. Baldrick’s in the memo, and whatever donations 
have been made by the end of the April IAS meeting 
will be matched by the IAS.  What an honor and a 
pleasure it was to have Jose MacHernan’s family 
there with us this year at Finnegan’s Wake; his father 
Javier, mother Laura, and sister Ana Paula were all 
so pleased to see that team Yes Way, Jose! is still 
going strong in Tidewater even though Clan 
MacHernan has moved to New Jersey.  Jose may not 
physically be with us anymore, but what a positive 
influence he continues to exert in so many lives!

According to my very number-oriented husband, 
we had pushing 100 people participating in our IAS 
& Friends Irish contingent at the Ocean View St. 

Patrick's Day Parade this year!  WOW!!!  Rest 
assured, the Irish American Society of Tidewater 
DEFINITELY represented during the OV Parade.  I 
seriously think it may have been our most awesome 
showing yet!  What a truly impressive team effort!  
Many thanks to ALL who took part!  I could not be 
prouder!!!  Even the weather was brilliant this year!  
See inside this newsletter for a collage of great 
pictures from an absolutely wonderful day.  

The Church Hill Irish Festival was the final big 
celebration of Irish heritage for the month.(See 
“Fresh Eire” for photos).

Finally, looking forward slightly, we have some 
really fun events coming up in April.  On Sunday, 
April 13th, the Hampton Roads Hurling Club will be 
holding the Opening Ceremonies at 10 am for the 
first game of their first ever pub league!  The IAS has 
been invited not only to attend, but we will also be 
participating in the actual ceremonies, so PLEASE 
make every effort to be there for this exciting Irish 
cultural and sporting event!  The event will be in 
Hampton; more details will be forthcoming.

Also, don’t forget that our Celtic cousins in the 
Scottish Society of Tidewater have quite a few 
events going on in April in honor of National Tartan 
Day on April 6th.  Visit their website at 
www.TidewaterScots.org or their Facebook page to 
learn more.  We are always more than welcome to 
attend their annual Tartan Day Ceilidh; this year, it 
will be taking place on Saturday, April 12th.  There 
will be Scottish food, Scottish music, and Scottish 
dancing (both performance and participation) to 
enjoy. We also have been invited by the SST to attend 
a FREE concert by one of the Scottish pipe bands 
performing in the Virginia International Tattoo!  The 
Scots are going to do a mini Tattoo for us right in the 
Ascension Community Center on Tuesday, April 
29th!  More details to be announced soon.

 Slán go fóill!            (Bye for now!)
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The Irish Connection

President's Corner April IAS Meeting - SPRING FLING
REMINDER:  the April IAS meeting will be on 

Thursday, April 10th, due to a rental scheduled by 
Ascension for the first week of April.

Several IAS members have requested a potluck social 
for a program, so let’s have a Spring Fling celebration!  
Doors will open at 6:30; please bring something yummy 
to share.  Please note we will not start going through the 
buffet line until 7:00 pm in order to get everything set up 
properly.  If your dinnertime is earlier, then please eat a 
snack in the afternoon that will tide you over until 7 pm.  
We will conduct a very brief business meeting at 7:30 
pm, mainly to address the May IAS Election.

Our next meeting:
April 10, 2014
2nd Thursday this month only

        Lynnette Fitch Brash  m
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Keeping It Irish: 
Kickstarter Campaign launched by Derry 

City native seeking to maintain production of 
her classic Irish pottery.

Ann Mullan, a native of Derry City, Northern 
Ireland, is on a mission. She wants to keep 
producing her own unique brand of Irish 
pottery, Aranware®, and she wants to ensure 
that it is authentically Irish. 

Mullan, who has lived in Boston, Mass., since 
the late 1990s, designed the Aranware 
Collection and has successfully marketed this 
pottery in the U.S. and abroad. Aranware has 
been sold in American gift stores and on the 
QVC shopping channel. Aranware is warm 
cream-colored earthenware, with embossed 
designs that reflect classic Aran knit stitches 
from old Ireland. 

When the manufacturing facility in Derry 
closed recently, Mullan started her own 
company, Kara Irish Pottery 
(www.karairishpottery.com), vowing to 
maintain production of these timeless pieces. 
Rather than outsourcing production to a foreign 
country, she is seeking to ramp up a new shop 
in Derry. 

“I think it’s very important to maintain the 
original vision and feel of this pottery,” says 
Mullan. “In order to do so, we need to keep 

production in Ireland. We want to celebrate the 
hand-crafted, heritage-inspired collections that 
support the history of Ireland, and we also want 
support the local economy.” 

Mullan needs $65,000 to purchase equipment, 
moulds and supplies for the new Derry facility. 
To raise this money, she has launched a 
Kickstarter campaign, appropriately titled 
“Keeping It Irish.” She is looking for support 
from Irish-Americans, other Irish emigrants and 
all those who appreciate fine craftsmanship in 
pottery. 

Depending on their donation level, 
contributors will receive coffee mugs and place 
settings of various sizes. To donate or view a 
“Keeping It Irish” video, visit http://
www.kickstarter.com/projects/1017572600/
keeping-it-irish. 

In addition to place settings and mugs, Kara 
Irish Pottery Ltd. produces natural Irish stone 
coasters that are created from the golden 
sandstone shoulders of the Emerald Isle and 
decorated with the work of local artists.

“We really want to keep producing these 
beautiful items that embody so much Irish 
tradition,” says Mullan, “but we need some 
help. We’re hoping that Irish folks from all over 
the world will help support this project. It’s an 
important part of our heritage.”     Kara Irish 
Pottery website, www.karairishpottery.com.

Irish Classroom Celebration
by Lynette Gilmour Crouch

One of our little IAS members, Eilidh Grace Crouch, had quite a busy day Thursday, March 13th. It 
turns out Eilidh's Pre-K 3 classroom 
at Church of the Resurrection in 
Churchland was vandalized by 
some rogue Leprechauns! Those 
little sneaks broke in while the class 
was out of the classroom and made 
quite a mess, overturning chairs, 
toys and they even turned the toilet 
water GREEN! So, a full-on 
Leprechaun hunt ensued! The 
children had their special 
leprechaun magnifying glasses and 
searched high and low but, alas, the 
Leprechauns remain at large. They 
did, however, leave behind a few 
nice surprises for the children-
bubbles and golden chocolate coins! 
Finally, Eilidh's Dad, Tom Crouch, 
surprised the class with a visit and played several jigs and reels and led the children on their own St. 
Patrick's Day parade march! What a fantastic way to celebrate St. Patrick's Day, it was!
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It was FABULOUS to see so many 
of our IAS Princesses having fun 

at Finnegan’s Wake!  IAS Adult Princesses Karen 
Twomey (2012), Kate Collins O’Neill (2010), Katie 
Morse McCrory (2008), Erin Morrissey (2007), 
Lynette Gilmour Crouch (2004), Lisa Hunt Burgess 
(2002), and Lynnette Fitch Brash (2000) were all in 
the house!  Also present were IAS Teen Princess 2013 
Ellen Koushel and Little Miss Princess 2010 Moira 
O’Neill!  Forgive us if we left any other present IAS 
Princesses off this list; Finnegan’s Wake was 
PACKED this year, so it is entirely possible we may 
have missed someone!  Naturally, all of our 2014 IAS 
Princesses were at Finnegan’s Wake as well!  See a 
separate “Meet Our 2014 Princesses” article in this 
issue to read about who was “crowned” this year at 
Finnegan’s Wake!

Congratulations to IAS Adult Princess 2008 Katie Morse 
McCrory who just learned she passed the fourth and final exam 
necessary to become a Certified Public Accountant!  We may 
refer to her from now on as Mrs. Katherine Morse McCrory, CPA!  

Well done to Aidan Fouhy, nephew of IAS Adult Princess 
2001 Danielle Donovan Dunn!  You may recall a Princess 
Diaries blurb from several months ago about Aidan 
participating in the buildOn fundraiser to raise money for 
schools in Africa.  Well, he raised over $7,000!!!  He is going 
home to Boston from university in San Diego to run in the 
Boston Marathon.  In his own words:  “Why is it important for me 
to run this race? I grew up in Brookline for my entire childhood with 
the marathon route going right past my house. I’ve watched the 
marathon on every Patriots Day I can remember. Given the events of 
last year it is important to me that this event keeps going strong and 
my participation is my way of showing strength and support!”  If you 
want to learn more about Aidan’s buildOn fundraiser, visit this 
link. www.crowdrise.com/buildOn2014BostonMarathon/
fundraiser/aidanfouhy

Happy March Birthday to IAS Teen Princess 2001 Ashley 
Fordice Valdez!  Ashley is closer to 30 than 20 now – does time 
fly or what???!!!

Welcome back to IAS Adult Princess 2002 Lisa Hunt Burgess, 
her hubby Earl, and their son Fynn who just took a whirlwind 
family trip to Disney World in Florida in February!  Lisa was 
also able to fit in a dance mini-conference on one day while the 
boys went to Animal Kingdom.  Then 
home again, home again, jiggity jig!

Congratulations to IAS Adult Princess 
2014 Heather Walker Warren and to IAS 
Teen Princess 2008 Maggie Wilcox for 
completing this year’s Shamrock Half 
Marathon!!!  We are very proud of your 
accomplishment – 13.1 
miles is no joke!  See 
pictures of them both 
with their finishers’ 
medals; Maggie ran in 
an Irish step dancer 
shirt, and Heather ran in 
her IAS Princess sash!  
The “selfie” of Heather is 
flipped so you can read 
the sash!

The Princess Diaries, 
continued . . . April 2014

For All You Do, Thank You

From the March 2014 IAS Meeting, a photo of 
George & Eileen Collins. They provide the 

makings of our Hospitality table every month and 
this “Irish” month with it’s grand decorations is a 

good time to thank them. 
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MEET OUR 2014 IAS PRINCESSES!
We have two IAS Junior Princesses for 2014 – TWINS!  

Miss Jessica Ryan Boyd & Miss Jordan Rosemarie Boyd 
(both 7) are the granddaughters of longtime active IAS 
members Joe and Mary Ann Brady.  Joe is our current Senior 
VP and has also served the IAS in other roles such as 
Treasurer.  Jess & Jordi were born in Chicago, are in 
Brownies, love music and art, and attend elementary school 
in Virginia Beach.  They frequently attend IAS events with 
their parents, Joy and Michael Boyd, their siblings, and their 
grandparents.

Speaking of siblings, our IAS Teen Princess 2014 is the big 
sister of our Junior Princesses this year!  Miss Jyllian 
Sabrielle Barry (13), was born in Virginia Beach where she 
attends middle school.  I would like to point out that all three 
of these sisters are Honor Roll students!  We Irish raise ‘em 
pretty AND smart!  Jylli studies Japanese, plays viola, and 
loves to paint, like her Mom.  All three girls, their handsome 
brother William, their parents, and their grandparents are 
long-time members of the IAS who you will see regularly at meetings and at just about all of our events.  The fun-loving and family-
first Brady Clan is what our Society is all about.

Our IAS Adult Princess 2014 is Mrs. Heather Anne (Walker) Warren.   Heather and her Mom Eileen and Dad Mark are frequently 
at IAS events.  Heather and her brother Patrick are from Portsmouth, VA, and she is very interested in Irish genealogy.  She has 
traveled to Ireland before and is studying Gaelic.  Heather is currently working on her Bachelor’s degree in Business Marketing.  She 
and her husband Anthony are raising their kids immersed in their Celtic heritage.

For only the third time in our history, this year we also have a IAS Little Miss Princess, Heather and Anthony’s adorable wee 
daughter, Miss Caelin Mary Warren (6).  Caelin is in first grade and is also a beginner Irish step dancer with the Cumascaigh School 
of Irish Dance in Newport News.  She loves competing and is a natural performer!  Caelin, her little brother Landon, and their cousin 
Liam Walker are frequently at IAS events with their parents and grandparents.  We LOVE having multi-generational participation 
like the Walker and Brady families exhibit in our Society! 

FINNEGAN’S WAKE

March 8, 2014
Church of the Ascension

Music by Glasgow Kiss, 
& a song with Katie Morse)
and the Reel Thing Dancers
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FRESH EIRE
Keeping up with

Irish Events!

The Church Hill Irish Festival

Richmond, VA March 22, 2014
The Church Hill Irish Festival was the final big 

celebration of Irish heritage for the month.  A contingent 
from the IAS was present in Richmond to represent!  
Glasgow Kiss put in a tight set and rocked the main stage 
on Saturday!  The Reel Thing performed some excellent Irish step dancing 
on the main stage as well.  Several IAS Princesses were there, including IAS 
Adult Princess 2014 Heather Warren and IAS Little Miss Princess 2014 
Caelin Warren.  What a fun day we all had on Saturday when the weather 
was gorgeous!  Next year, we need to make an IAS weekend of it!

St. Patrick’s Day Parade

March 15, 2014

Ocean View, Norfolk, VA
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St. Patrick’s Day 2014 at Murphy’s Grand Irish Pub

Pictures and captions by
Mary Ann Bromley 

Glasgow Kiss performed from noon - 4:00 p.m.
A good time had by all - including:

• Tom “piping” 
• Edward Brash & John McGlynn from Glasgow Kiss with Tom Crouch & Ryan
• Irish Mike Brom
• Donna Looney & John McGlynn (engaged to be married July, 2014)
• Ray & Pat Marion (celebrating Ray’s 87th Birthday)

♣Meeting called to order 7:15p.m. by Lynnette Brash
♣ Jim Hagerty proudly told us all 32 county flags from Ireland 

displayed, according to Provinces.  Jim will need..... Carriers for: 
American flag, Ireland flag, 4 Provinces flags and all 32 county 
flags in St. Patrick’s parade 3/15. If you can help out, please let 
Jim know!

♣ Floor was open for new members, birthdays & anniversaries.
♣ IAS members helped put plastic ware in napkins for “Finnegan’s 

Wake”, 3/8 in Ascension’s Hall.  Needed:  table & hall decorators, 
Sat. 3/8, 9:30am.

♣Part 2 of “Coastal Ireland tour” (by Patti Graeff & Debbie Moore) 
to be continued at July meeting.

♣ Silent Auction tonight....pair of Emerald shoes, size 8.
♣ Irish Art Show, 3/7 at Kennedy Gallery, Norfolk 6-8pm.
♣Mike Bromley said “Finnegan’s Wake” .....SOLD OUT!
♣Edward Brash said Scott MacGregor will have head shaved at 

“Finnegan’s Wake” with St. Baldrick’s Society, to help raise money 
for children’s cancer research.  IAS will match donations up to 
$125.00. IAS will also match donations up to $125.00 for Va. Breast 
Cancer Society.

♣Don’t forget MEMBERSHIP DUES, 2014.
♣ 3/15 .....St. Patrick’s Parade 9:00a.m., Northside Middle School, 

Norfolk.
Irish Cottage & Paddy Wagon need to be decorated.

♣ Joe Brady reminded us to bring rain gear, water, band-aids & 
comfortable shoes.

♣ 3/22.....23rd Richmond St. Patrick’s parade
♣Mary Ann Bromley gave “Sunshine Committee Report”:

    Happy to see Linda Batten at meeting, after 11 months in & out 
of hospitals.  Debbie Moore having knee replacement surgery.  Bill 
Sweeney’s wife Cathleen, back in hospital & in need of prayers.

♣APRIL MEETING CHANGED TO:    APRIL 10th, 2014 !!!!!!!!
♣Mike Bromley gave Treasurer’s report:

   Savings:  $246.07
   Checking: $1,363.18

♣Theresa Diaz is IAS “Phone Tree Co-coordinator”
♣ Jim Hagerty, Election Chairman, said May 1st will be IAS 

elections.
President Lynnette Brash, Senior Vice President Joe Brady, 
Financial Secretary, Edward Brash all seeking re-election.   Junior 
Vice President (John “JJ” Johnson) moving back to V.B., may seek 
re-election.
Treasurer, Mike Bromley stepping down & Recording Secretary, 
Mary Ann Bromley stepping down.
Anyone interested in these positions or if you wish to nominate 
anyone, contact Jim Hagerty.  Must have 2014 dues paid to be part 
of the election process.

♣Program tonight: IAS members pictures with their county flag
♣Thank you to all who brought desserts......very much appreciated.

                 Submitted by:  Mary Ann Bromley

Meeting Minutes - March 2014
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St. Patrick’s Day Parade

March 15, 2014

Ocean View, Norfolk, VA
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St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade

March 15, 2014

Ocean View, 
Norfolk, VA

Editor’s Note:
Due to the outrageous number of pictures from March 

“Irish” events, tune in next month for more.

Photos of Finnegan’s Wake and the Parade courtesy of 
Erin Morrissey, Lynnette Fitch Brash and Lori Shea. 


