
Dear Fellow Irish American Society Members,
For our Thursday, February 6th meeting, we 

will be presenting a children’s activity starting 
at 6:30 pm as well as our usual meeting at 7:00, 
refreshments and social time from 7:30-8:00, 
and a fantastic program from IAS members 
Patti Graeff and Debbie Moore at 8:00!

6:30 pm KIddie Craft Table – Make 
Valentines!

Kate Collins O’Neill and I will be supplying 
a variety of arts and crafts supplies for the 
young ones to make valentines:  paper, lace, 
glitter, glue sticks, ribbon, kiddie scissors, 
markers, etc.  The IAS will also supply bags for 
each child to decorate and put his/her 
valentines in.  Feel free to donate art supplies 
whether you bring kids to participate or not!  
And please do bring your 
children, grandchildren, nieces, 
nephews, neighbors, etc. for this 
fun and creative holiday activity!  
Spread the word!!!

We will have a piece of poster 
board hanging by the craft table for 
the parents of participating kids to 
write their child(ren)'s name on in 
big neat capital letters for the other 
kids to look at when making 
Valentines. Each child participating 
should make a Valentine for every 
other child there, and after that they 
are free to make more for whomever 
they want!  

We will also have another piece of 
poster board hanging for parents to 
sign up for 10 minute shifts to 
supervise the kiddie craft table, help 
them with Valentines, and make sure 
everyone is sharing well and getting 
along. At least one adult needs to be 
there at all times, so if the parents take 
turns that should work out well.

If this system works well, we will try to 
have other holiday craft activities for the 
young ones at various times of the year.

7:00 pm Meeting
We do have some very important business to 

conduct during the meeting this month.
• Appoint Election Chair/Committee to 

prepare for May IAS officer elections
• IAS Phone Tree – see Teresa Buckley Diaz to 

participate
• Finnegan’s Wake tickets for sale – see Mike 

Bromley
• IAS block of Irish Tenors - Sandler Center 

concert tickets – See Lynette Gilmour Crouch
• 2014 IAS Membership forms and dues – give 

to Edward Brash
• Team Yes Way Jose/St. Baldrick’s donations 

for IAS to match – give to Edward Brash.
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8 pm Program
Patti and Debbie will be presenting a great 

program for us called "A Coastal Tour of 
Ireland" based on their trip around the 
perimeter of Ireland!  They flew into Dublin 
and then did a counter-clockwise circuit up to 
the Antrim coastline, around to Galway, 
down to the Cliffs of Moher, around the Ring 
of Kerry, to the Dingle Peninsula, through 
Cork, over to Waterford, on to Wexford, and 
various points in between.  The trip sounds 
awesome, and I am sure the presentation will 
be good fun, too!

Please let us know if you are interested in 
giving a presentation, have an Irish program 

topic suggestion, or know a contact who 
might give a presentation for us!

Please invite friends along to the meetings 
and the various events; the more the merrier!  
LET’S HAVE A SUCCESSFUL 2014 
MEMBERSHIP DRIVE – IF EVERYONE 
PROMOTES THE IAS, THE SOCIETY WILL 
GROW!  
And, PLEASE don’t forget to pay your own 

2014 IAS membership dues!!!
Go raibh maith agaibh! (Thank you!!)  

Slán go fóill !(‘Bye for now!)

President's Corner - cont’d. from page 1

♣Meeting called to order by Lynnette Brash 
7pm.

♣She apologized for moving meeting from 
Jan. 2nd to Jan. 9th. Was posted on 
Facebook & Emails were sent out.

♣Floor was open for birthdays, anniversaries, 
new members.

♣Reminder, 2014 Dues are due!  Membership 
forms sent to update our records.  Edward 
Brash has information in “data base” in 
computer.

♣Need volunteers for the following:
• 1.  Phone tree for members not online
• 2.  Nominating committee for May, 2014 

elections
• 3  35th IAS anniversary committee for 2015
♣St. Andrew’s Society with SST presenting 

BURNS NIGHT 1/25 at Country club at 
Oceanfront.  $55.00 per person.

♣Mid-Winter Celtic Festival.......2/14, 2/15, 
2/16 in Valley Forge, Pa. 

♣Lynette Crouch handling tickets for IRISH 
TENORS, appearing at Sandler Center, VB 
3/25.  Tickets are $45.00 per person.  Need 
to pay by 2/15 or at Feb. IAS meeting.

♣ Joe Brady working on “fund raisers”. IAS 
members would work concession stand at 
Norfolk Scope or Farm Bureau Amphi-
theater VB.  Profits go to IAS.

♣Mary Ann Bromley gave “Sunshine 
Report”.....Marian Thomas being treated for 
lung cancer.     Cathleen Sweeney 
recuperating from hip surgery.   Pat Marion 
had surgery for blocked intestines.  

♣Mike Bromley gave Treasurers report:
•     Savings:  $246.02
•     Checking: $220.05

♣Ancestry.com access available....$10.00 a 
month

♣ “Finnegan’s Wake” tickets on sale now....
$15.00 per person.  Last day to buy tickets 
2/28.....Finnegan’s Wake is 3/8 in 
Ascension’s Hall.  Dinner, Irish dancers & 
music by “Glasgow Kiss.”

♣ Jim Hagerty said all 32 county Irish flags 
are in for St. Patrick’s parade!

♣Program tonight:  “1,000 are Sailing” (about 
Irish immigration) presented by Edward 
Brash:
Edward told us about “what Irish did 
when they came to America”, with slides & 
music.    He explained that for years, Irish 
folk music was “Sean nos” (in the old style) 
& “Caoineadh” (crying & weeping music”).  
Finally, Pub songs came along, which were 
“happy songs”.   Edward got interested in 
Irish music through Mick Maloney.  His CD 
“Far From Shamrock Shore” has many 
wonderful songs on it.
Edward told us about Ancient Celts, 
Norman Invasion, 1348 Plague “black 
death”, Tenant farming, 1845 potato blight, 
Irish immigrating to Canada, Irish Brigade 
& the fighting 69th & Minstrel Shows. We 
enjoyed Edward singing many beautiful 
Irish songs, and playing his guitar.  
Program ended 9pm.

♣Many thanks to all who brought desserts.  
They are much appreciated.

Submitted by: Mary Ann Bromley

Meeting Minutes - January 2014

        Lynnette Fitch Brash  m
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Welcoming a new puppy

Submitted by Linda & Gene Batten

We are welcoming our 3-month old Jack Russell terrier.
He weighs a whopping 4 lb.
His name is Kirby O'Malley.  Kirby was Linda's Irish 
mother's maiden name. O'Malley is from her O'Malley clan 
in the West of Ireland .
He sleeps in our bed, is very calm and loves attention. We 
will both be glad when adult teeth come in because both of 
us have tiny bite marks on our hands and arms.
Kirby is going on his first camping trip in 
April.
Let's hope that 
goes well.

Farewell to a beloved pet

Submitted by
Clan McKewl (Aimee Crabtree Musicant Corbitt)

With a very saddened heart I am posting to inform everyone 
that last night at 8:25pm our Jazzy passed away. She was the 
best dog a boy could ever have. We got her when Noah 
Musicant was 6 months old. We will all miss the little Bean 
Dippy Doggie very much. May she be playing with all her 
friends & family in Heaven.

Hear all the latest about our Hibernian hounds!

Feel free to submit news and/or pictures relating to Irish 
breed or Irish-owned dogs!

(Note: Cu is Gaelic for dog!)CU CORNER



Page -4 February 2014

(President's Note:  My aunt, Katrina Fitch, BSN, brought 
this article to my attention.  My Aunt Trina is the Director 
of Clinical Operations at The Centers at St. Camillus, 
Syracuse, NY, where Kathleen Hayes Rollins Snavely, 
111, lives!  My aunt says Kathleen is a really neat lady.)

The longest-lived person from

the Republic of Ireland? 
Kathleen Snavely, 111,

here in greater Syracuse

Not quite six years ago, Donna and Bruce Moore picked 
up Donna's great-aunt, Kathleen Hayes Rollins Snavely, and 
took her out for dinner in Syracuse. As they were driving, 
Bruce recalls, Kathleen started talking about the condition of 
the economy. She told Bruce there were trends that bothered 
her. She worried, she said, about a national downturn.

That was in 2007. Kathleen saw what many trained 
economists didn't. Within months, America would careen 
into a great collapse.

Kathleen, when she predicted it, was 106-years-old.
"She is just so delightful, and so sharp, and has such a 

great sense of humor," said Donna Moore, now of 
Connecticut, whose grandfather was the brother of 
Kathleen's first husband, Roxie.

For the past few years, Kathleen has lived in Geddes at the 
Centers for St. Camillus, a health and rehabilitation center. 

Officials there say she declines all media attention.
Yet attention she's getting, for an astounding reason: Last 
Thursday's Irish Central, a New York-based compendium of 
Irish news, reported that Kathleen -- as of that morning -- 
officially became "the longest-lived Irish-born person in 
history."

Robert Young, senior database administrator for the 
Gerontology Research Group, said the Irish Central claim is 
not exactly right, depending on how you define "Ireland:" He 
wrote in an email that Annie Scott, born in 1883 in what is 
now Northern Ireland, died in Scotland in 1996, at 113.

Yet Kathleen Snavely, Young said, ranks as the longest-
lived person born in what is now the Republic of Ireland.

Ever.
"She's one in a million," said Sister Kathleen Osbelt, a good 

friend and the founder of Francis House, a North Side 
hospice in Syracuse. "She's feisty, she's worked very hard 
and she's enjoyed her life; she's always been one to keep her 
sense of humor."

But even "one in a million" understates her status.
Kathleen will turn 112 next month. That extraordinary 

longevity was noted in early January by the Dublin-based 
Irish Times, using information provided by the Gerontology 
Research Group. When the article was published, The Times 
observed that Kathleen was only days away from breaking 
the Irish record for long life held by Katherine Plunket, who 
died in 1932 at 111 years and 327 days old.

Thursday, Kathleen took over first place.
If longevity equates to resilience, she is a fitting symbol of 

indomitable Irish-American grit. Megan Smolenyak, a 
renowned genealogist, reviewed pertinent documents for 
Irish Central and confirmed key dates in the tale, which goes 
like this:

Kathleen was born in 1902 in Feakle, County Clare. 
Records show her father was a farmer and a pub owner, 
Smolenyak said. At 19, Kathleen left Ireland - a decision 
made by many young Irish men and women in that difficult 
economic time - to live with a maternal uncle on Marcellus 
Street in Syracuse.

The ship's manifest for her journey listed her as "a 
domestic." She'd later tell Osbelt she had $2 and change in 
her pocket when she arrived in this city.

From that point on, her story gets picked up by records at 
the Onondaga Historical Association: How she worked for a 
time as a waitress at the old Syracuse State School. How, by 
the mid-1920s, she had met and married Roxie, a young 
cook. How they settled on the city's South Side and opened 
the old Seneca Dairy, which became a booming business and 
a popular ice cream spot.

The couple never had children. When Roxie died, in 1968, 
they had a home on Bradford Parkway and a place at 
Henderson Harbor, according to documents at the OHA. 

Kathleen Hayes Rollins Snavely, shown here 13 years 
ago, is now 111, and has officially become the 

longest-lived person, by documentation, ever born in 
Ireland. (Courtesy Syracuse University archives)

by Sean Kirst
email:  skirst@syracuse.com 
on January 12, 2014, updated January 13, 2014
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Kathleen married again, to Jesse Snavely of Pennsylvania, 
but she settled into a quiet life in Syracuse after she was 
widowed for the second time.

"She was just an extremely friendly person, someone you 
loved spending time with," said a friend, Joan Casey, who 
always associates Kathleen with the Regency Tower on 
James Street -- where Kathleen lived until well past her 100th 
birthday.

"Just unbelievable," said Karen White, owner of Julie's 
Place, a restaurant at the Regency. "She didn't use a hearing 
aid, she didn't wear glasses and she didn't use a cane." Not 
long ago, when White visited Kathleen at the Centers for St. 
Camillus, she brought her a "care package" from the Regency 
that included some of Kathleen's favorites - including 
spanakopita and a good Manhattan.

As for that deep Irish heritage, White recalled -- on one of 
Kathleen's birthdays -- how another resident of the Regency, 
the late Harold LaTulip, recruited Syd Tenenbaum, an 
accomplished singer, to serenade Kathleen with a version of 
"Danny Boy."

"She started crying," White said, "and the whole restaurant 
was applauding and congratulating her."

Donna Moore said her great-aunt remains proud of what 
she accomplished in business. In December 2000, her $1 
million gift - offered in memory of Roxie - provided a 
significant early boost to the Syracuse University building 
drive that produced the new Whitman School of 
Management.

In an SU release written at the time, Kathleen recalled how 
she was earning $5 a week, in the 1920s, when she started at 
the old E. W. Edwards Department Store. She and Roxie then 
founded the Seneca Dairy, which grew to include two 
locations and 40 employees.

"Neither of us had a formal business education," Kathleen 
said in the release. "We learned on the job, through 
experience. If you have a feeling for management and enjoy 
it, experience will give you the skills."

In that sense, her fortitude is emblematic of the legions 
who sailed away from Ireland. Her homeland's national 
story is so intertwined with departure that Irish President 
Michael Higgins makes this gesture on the 100th birthday of 
all Irish-born men and women, at home or abroad: They 
receive a letter of congratulations and a check equivalent to 
about $3,480.

Not one has lived as long as Kathleen Hayes Rollins 
Snavely, who arrived in Syracuse with little more than 
change in her pocket, settled in a neighborhood of the 
working poor and helped to build a thriving dairy business.

By any measure, it's been a life of depth and meaning. But 
to be celebrated as the oldest person from the Republic of 
Ireland, ever?

Her friends are sure, when she heard the news, she must 
have laughed.

'Longest-lived' update: Central New York's 
Kathleen Snavely oldest ever from the 

REPUBLIC of Ireland

by Sean Kirst
on January 13, 2014, updated January 14, 2014

Robert Young, a senior database administrator with the 
Gerontology Research Group, said Irish Central and several 
other Irish news sources jumped the gun - based on how you 
see it - in calling Kathleen Hayes Rollins Snavely of Geddes 
the longest-lived person ever born in Ireland.

It all depends, it seems, on how you define Ireland - as the 
republic or as the entire island. Kathleen, Young said in an 
email, is the oldest person ever born in what's now the 
REPUBLIC of Ireland. She turns 112 next month, and last 
Thursday surpassed Katherine Plunket, who died in 1932, as 
the longest-lived from the republic.

"Annie Scott," wrote Young, who supplied a list of British 
super-centenarians, "was born in what is now 'Northern 
Ireland' in 1883, and died in Scotland in 1996, aged 113."

I wrote a column based on those claims Sunday, laying out 
Kathleen's life in Syracuse - from a young woman who told 
friends she had $2 and change in her pocket when she 
arrived, to a successful businesswoman who donated $1 
million to help build Syracuse University's Whitman School 
of Management.

Kathleen, Young emphasized, retains historic and unique 
status. She's "the oldest person born in what later became the 
Republic of Ireland," he wrote, "meaning not including 
'Northern" Ireland.' It's still an amazing feat, however."

Sean Kirst is a columnist with The Post-Standard, 
Syracuse, NY . He thanks Blaine Bettinger for help 
researching this piece. 
Email Kirst at skirst@syracuse.com, visit his blog at 
syracuse.com/kirst, write to him at 220 S. Warren St., 
Syracuse 13202.
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IRISH DANCE 
UPDATE

Looking Back at 
Oireachtas 2013

Submitted by Lisa Burgess of ‘An Cor Rud’ and ‘Ceili Mor’

Dancers from An Cor Rud, The Reel Thing School of Irish 
Dance, have had a very busy winter. Earlier in December 
about 35 dancers participated in the 2013 Southern Region 
Oireachtas, held at the Gaylord National Resort & 
Convention Center, in National Harbor, Maryland, just 
minutes from Washington, D.C.
Every year at this same time the Irish Dance Teachers 
Association of North America (Southern Region) hosts this 
world-qualifying event. It is one of the biggest competitions 
that the dancers look forward to every year. This year the 

competitions were so tough, many consisting of 100+ 
dancers, and there was an equal mix of excitement and 
disappointment for both dancers and teachers with their 
overall results.
We had two world qualifiers this year, Stephanie Wasko 
(Ladies U19) and sister Maddie Wasko (Girls U14), who 
both placed second in the respective competitions!
Other results of note:

✦ Maura Flatley placed 27th in Senior Ladies.
✦ Emily Murphy placed 15th in girls U16. 
✦ In U15, Katie Knapp placed 43rd  and Maggie Hartigan 

placed 47th.
✦ Hannah Griffin placed 40th in U14.
✦ Samantha Libasci placed 19th in U13.
✦ Willow VanderKooi placed 23rd in U12 while sister 

Summer placed 19th in Girls U9.
You have seen many of these dancers at the yearly 
Finnegan’s Wake celebration. We are all looking forward to 
joining the Irish American Society in dance and revelry once 
again on March 8th this year!

Do You Remember That Night?

Do you remember that night
  That you were at the window,
  With neither hat nor gloves,
  Nor coat to shelter you;
  I reached out my hand to you,
  And you ardently grasped it,
  And I remained in converse with you
  Until the lark began to sing?
 
Do you remember that night
  That you and I were
  At the foot of the rowan tree,
  And the night drifting snow;
  Your head on my breast,
  And your pipe sweetly playing?
  I little thought that night
  Our ties of love would ever loosen.
 
O beloved of my inmost heart,
  Come some night, and soon,
  When my people are at rest,
  That we may talk together;
  My arms shall encircle you,

  While I relate my sad tale
  That it is your pleasant, soft converse
  That has deprived me of heaven.
 
The fire is unraked,
  The light extinguished,
  The key under the door,
  And do you softly draw it.
  My mother is asleep,
  And I am quite awake;
  My fortune is in my hand,
  And I am ready to go with you.

Padraic Colum (1881–1972).  Anthology of Irish Verse.  1922.
 By Eugene O'Curry (Translated)

submitted by Joe Brady

POETRY

CORNER
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Continued best wishes to Noah 
Musicant, brother of IAS Junior 
Princess 2012 Aubree Musicant.  
Noah underwent a nine-hour surgery 

this past October for scoliosis of the spine.  They inserted 
steel rods down his back to straighten it out.  Noah just 
returned to school on January 2nd, 2014, for the first time 
since October 15th, 2013.  He cannot take the bus yet, but his 
family, his friends, and school employees are all helping him 
get to and around school.  Keep hanging tough, Noah!  

Belated but elated congratulations to IAS Teen Princess 
2008 Meagan Oglethorpe who got engaged to her longtime 
boyfriend Erick 
Garibay right 
before Christmas!  
Erick dressed up as 
Santa Claus for a 
big family dinner 
and walked around 
the table giving out 
some gag gifts to 
other family 
members.  When he 
got to Meagan, 
however, he pulled 
out a no joke ring 
box and got down 
on one knee to propose!  TOO adorable!  

We announced last month the late December wedding of 
IAS Teen Princess 2009 Nina Coletti Galvez and her 
husband Aaron.  Just wanted to add that the wedding was 
extra special for Nina in that her mother made her her 
wedding 
dress!  Nina 
was a knock 
out in it, which 
is no surprise.  
(See attached 
photo, taken 
by Nina’s 
sister Alaina, 
and/or visit 
the link below 
to see the 
gorgeous 
professional 
photos taken 
by Andi Grant of Andi & Zoe Photographers!)  That their 
mom Mariellen Dowd was feeling well enough to make the 
dress is the best news of all!  Best of luck in your new life on 
the west coast in Monterey as an Air Force wife, Nina!    
http://andiandzoe.com/virginia-winter-wedding-hampton-
roads-photographers/

Happy January Birthdays to IAS Adult Princesses 
Danielle Donovan Dunn (2001) and Mary Paris Fien (1998) 
and to our IAS MAVA Princess (2000) Amanda Aasheim 
Knapp!  

And since it is January, Happy 9th Wedding Anniversary 
to Danielle and her husband Sid along with a Happy 1st 
Wedding Anniversary to IAS Teen Princess 2001 Ashley 
Fordice Valdez and her husband Tavis!

Please consider helping one of Danielle’s nephews, Aidan 
Fouhy, with a Boston Marathon fundraiser he is doing.  
Here is more information from Danielle plus a link to learn 
more from Aidan.  “My nephew Aidan is running the 2014 
Boston Marathon to raise awareness and money for a cause 
close to his and his mother's (my sister's) heart. Julie [Donovan 
Fouhy] has spent part of her summers off from teaching in 
Africa, helping to build schools in small communities. I am so 
proud of siblings and nieces and nephews (there's a bazinka 
load of them) who are incredible examples to my mighty girl. If 
you are in a giving mood, he would appreciate the support.”   
www.crowdrise.com/buildon2014bostonmarathon/
fundraiser/aidanfouhy

Welcome back to IAS 
Adult Princess 2010 Kate 
Collins O’Neill and her 
hubby Tim who just got 
back from spending New 
Year’s in JAMAICA!  
Geez – first a family 
deployment in Italy, and 
now “grownups only” 
holidays in the 
Caribbean!  Clan O’Neill 
truly has the luck of the 
Irish!

Congratulations to IAS Adult Princess 2008 Katie Morse 
McCrory who received word over the holidays from the 
National Association of State Boards of Accountancy 
(NASBA) that she aced her Business Environments and 
Concepts (BEC) exam!  Two tests down, and two to go on 
your way to being a Certified Public Accountant (CPA).  
Show ‘em how it’s done, Katie girleen!

Congratulations also to IAS Adult Princess 2013 Rebecca 
Allison Norman, IAS Little Miss Princess 2013 Ellie 
Norman, and Ryan and Liam Norman on the new furry 
members of their family!  Clan Norman adopted two kitties 
right before Christmas.  Rebecca relayed that:  “Fiona is 
black with white paws, throat, and nose. She is 1.5 years old. 
Ciara (kee-ra) is tortoise colored with black being her 
predominant color. She is 6 months old. They are super cute 
and loving!”

The Princess Diaries, 
continued . . . February 2014
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Hot Jameson's
Boil your hot water.
Fill your hot toddy glass 2/3 of the way 

with hot water.
Add Irish brown sugar (or raw cane 

sugar if you don't have Irish brown sugar  
-  DO NOT use American brown sugar).

Pour in your desired amount of 
Jameson's Whiskey.

Water first, sugar and then whiskey  -  
this is key as the sugar should be melting 
before the whiskey is added.

Float a lemon slice with Cloves that 
have been inserted into the lemon slice on 
top of the hot deliciousness.

This recipe is from my cousin Nellie 
Clinch, who lives in Bailieborough, 
County Cavan. I've been all over Ireland 
and have had Hot Jameson's in different 
places, but she makes it the best.

Here is a hint if you are out and about 
town....if you like having a Jameson & 
Ginger, ask for a Ginger and Tullemore 
Dew (Tully) at the bar instead of Jameson. 
It is very hard to tell the difference when 
mixing Ginger Ale with the whiskey. 
Jameson is sometimes $4--$6 more a shot 
than Tully at many pubs. Instead of 
Jameson & Ginger at $8.00, you could 
have a Tully & Ginger at $4.00!!! 2 for 1!! 
Now that is being a SMART CONSUMER!

Notes from

an Irish

Public House

submitted by 
Tamara Cervi

O’Connell St., Dublin

sketch by Betsy Rivers-Kennedy

Nellie Clinch

Cousin of Tamara Cervi

As per the IAS by-laws, the 
annual dues are due each January, 
and they cover that calendar year, 
ending December 31st, no matter 
when during the year you join.
The dues are important, because 
they fund the activities and 
support the charities that we as an 
organization have decided to do 
and support.  Membership dues 
help pay for our liability insurance, newsletter expenses, the Tom Porter 
Memorial Scholarship to promote and preserve Irish culture, donations to 
Project Children and the American Cancer Society, our St. Patrick’s Day 
parade floats and festival banners, etc. 

You may download membership forms on our 
website: IRLUSA.ORG or on Facebook.

A re
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