
Dear Fellow Irish American Society members,

It is my terribly sad duty to inform the IAS 
membership that another one of  our much-beloved, 
longtime members has left us.  Ray Grinnell passed 
the evening of  Saturday, June 1st, see the “Flowers of 
the Forest” in this newsletter.

Many thanks to IAS members Jack and Betsy 
Kennedy for a great program at the June meeting on 
“The Triskele:  Celtic Symbol in Ancient and Modern 
Times.”  Their pictures of  triskeles taken on their 
trips throughout the Celtic isles were beautiful, and 
the information about the triskele was fascinating!

We also had a fabulous IAS & Friends Irish Breakfast 
at Murphy’s Grand Irish Pub in Virginia Beach in 
June; see inside this issue for pictures.  We packed 
“our section” to the gills with members both long-
time and brand new!  Lindsey, Chip, and the rest of  
the Murphy’s staff  did a great job taking care of  us, 
and the Full Irish breakfast buffet was delicious, as 
always.  For me, the highlight of  the breakfast was a 
birthday celebration for one of  the loveliest ladies 
you could ever meet, Mrs. Chris O’Donnell.  She is 
96-years-young and an absolute pleasure to spend 
time with.  How delightful to see her surrounded by 
family members and IAS friends as she blew out her 
birthday cake candles.  Happy Birthday, Chris!  
xoxoxo

As June comes to a close, thoughts of  the 
Independence Day holiday must be crossing 
everyone’s minds.  You may have noticed on your 
calendar that the first Thursday of  the month is July 
4th!!!  Because of  that, THIS MONTH ONLY we 
have changed our meeting to the second Thursday of 
the month, July 11th.  In honor of  Independence Day, 
we are doing a special All-American program for July, 
with an Irish twist!  The program will be “Baseball, 
Hotdogs, and Apple Pie” and will consist of  a 
baseball film showing, a hotdog potluck dinner, and 
an apple dessert contest!  

PLEASE join us on Thursday, July 11th for this very 
special meeting!  We will be showing The Emerald 
Diamond, an award-winning ninety-minute 
documentary film by John Fitzgerald about the 
Irish National Baseball team!  Did you even realize 
such a team existed?!  I know I didn’t.  We will be 

showing the film for FREE – and open to the 
general public, so the more the merrier!  Bring 
friends!

If  you want to see a clip from this film and/or order 
your own copy, visit the Field o’ Dreams website < 
http://www.fieldodreams.com/>.  For a $20 
donation, you will receive a copy of  the DVD as well 
as the CD soundtrack that goes with it.  These 
donations support the effort to build a ballpark in 
Ashbourne, Co. Meath, Ireland, which in turn will 
promote the growth of  the sport of  baseball in 
Ireland.  
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President's Corner
NOTE:

Meeting Date Change
for July

THURSDAY, JULY 11th

(no meeting July 4th)
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look for us on Facebook!

♣Meeting was called to order by Lynnette Brash.
♣Welcome back former members.
♣Welcome to: new members, J.J. Johnson’s son & 

gal pal, to Jack Kennedy’s son.
♣Floor was open for birthdays, anniversaries......
♣Mary Ann Bromley gave “Sunshine” report:
♣    Linda Batten much better, attending tonight’s 

meeting!
♣    Mary Jane McCarthy doing well after breaking 

hip.  (In So. Carolina hospital, near her son).
♣ Jo Kalvig.....attending tonight’s meeting after 

hospital stay.
♣Lucia Graeff  recuperating from hip replacement 

surgery.
♣Rich Berger was diagnosed with water on the 

brain, having treatment 6/14.
♣Ray Grinnell passed away 6/1/13 after 

complications from heart surgery.   Funeral Mass 
6/9 at Ascension, reception following in Church 
hall.

♣Annual Audit report tonight with Jim & Michael 
Hagerty & J.J. Johnson checking books.  Jim said 
all were satisfied that Mike Bromley, IAS 
Treasurer, has a good system & paper trail.  
Everything acceptable to audit committee!

♣Lynnette reminded all....DUES are DUE for 2013.  
They are used for special events, newsletters, Irish 
flags, etc.

♣ Irish breakfast 6/23 at Murphy’s Grand Irish Pub, 
10-1, buffet style, $13.00.

♣ July meeting moved to JULY 11th.....with IAS 
providing hot dogs!

♣Also: Baseball DVD, apple pie contest, with J.J. 
Johnson judging!

♣ Joe Brady mentioned fishing trip, either 7/14 or 
7/21, more info. at July meeting.

♣ J.J. mentioned O’Connor’s brewery outing in 
August, more info. at July meeting.

♣ Short presentation by John Knight about 
“Glasgow Celtic soccer club”, (for kids) 
Chesapeake, Va. 

♣Mike Bromley gave Treasurer’s report: $1,837.92 
checking acct.

♣  June Ancestry.com password available:  $10.00 a 
month to join.

♣Presentation by Jack Kennedy 8pm
♣ Jack & wife Betsy went on a 15 day cruise to “Isle 

of  Man”, July 2011.  Jack brought a slide show & 
gave a wonderful talk about this Isle in the Irish 
Sea.  They took a steam train to Douglas, the 
capitol; saw beautiful churches, stone walls, pubs, 
motorcycles, Port Aran Harbor.  Explained 
unusual flag with 3 legs & read about ancient Irish 
mysticism.  Program ended 8:35pm

♣Thank you to all who brought 
desserts......GREATLY APPRECIATED!

Submitted by: Mary Ann Bromley

Meeting Minutes - June 2013

THIS MONTH ONLY, to accommodate this special 
event, we will follow a different meeting schedule 
than usual:

6:00 pm – Doors (and coolers!!!) open; potluck 
set up
6:30 – 7:00 pm – Brief  IAS Business Meeting
7:00 – Potluck buffet open
7:15 - 8:45 pm –  Irish baseball film screening
8:45 – 9:00 pm – Clean up
 
Regarding the Hotdog Potluck Buffet, the IAS will 
supply the hotdogs, condiments, paper products, and 
soda for the pot luck; we ask that attendees supply 
cook out style sides (baked beans, potato salad, pasta 
salad, potato chips & dip, tortilla chips & salsa, seven 
layer bean dip, hummus or babaganoush & crudités, 
fruit tray, veggie tray, etc.) to complete the pot luck 
buffet.  Feel free to bring coolers with your choice of 
beverages if  the usual soda is not to your liking.

For dessert, we challenge all our fabulous IAS cooks 
to compete in an Apple Dessert Contest!  
Homemade apple pies are certainly welcome, but so 
are other desserts homemade with apples as the 
main ingredient.  John “JJ” Johnson has volunteered 

to serve as judge, which means he gets to taste them 
all.  And that is how they will be judged – on taste.  
In case of  a tie, preference will be given to the recipe 
incorporating more Irish ingredients, techniques, 
and/or origins.  Bragging rights are at stake here, and 
we will feature the cook and the recipe of  the 
winning dessert in the next IAS newsletter’s Celtic 
Kitchen article!  

This is a family-friendly party; all ages are welcome.  
Also, a heads up that we have some more social 
events in the works for this summer.  IAS Senior VP 
Joe Brady is putting together another Sunday 
afternoon fishing trip for us later in July; the dates 
we are looking into are July 14th and July 21st.  More 
details to follow asap by Facebook, IAS e-mail, and 
our website. Junior VP JJ Johnson is organizing an 
August IAS & Friends Happy Hour at O’Connor’s 
Brewing Company.  Information on that should be 
ready for the next newsletter.
           

Slán go fóill!  (‘Bye for now!)

        Lynnette Fitch Brash  m

President's Corner - cont’d from page 1
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THE GIRL I LEFT BEHIND ME

All the dames of France are fond and free
And Flemish lips are really willing

Very soft the maids of Italy
And Spanish eyes are so thrilling

Still, although I bask beneath their smile,
Their charms will fail to bind me

And my heart falls back to Erin's isle
To the girl I left behind me.

For she’s as fair as Shannon’s side,
And purer than its water,

But she refused to be my bride
Though many a year I sought her;
An Ormond peasant’s daughter,
With blue eyes and golden hear.

They brought her to the city
And she faded slowly there -

Consumption has no pity
For blue eyes and golden hair.

POETRY CORNER

"The Girl I Left Behind Me" is a long-standing popular folk tune and 
song, dated to the late 18th or early 19th century. The first known printed 
text of a song with this name appeared in the serial song collection The 
Charms of Melody, Dublin, Ireland, issue no. 72, printed in Dublin from 
1791.

submitted by Joe Brady

The Girl I left Behind Me, by Eastman Johnson 
(1824-1906)

Smithsonian American Art Museum

St. Baldrick’s Fundraiser

I’d like to take this opportunity to extend my heartfelt thanks 
and gratefulness to all those members of  the Irish-American 
Society who contributed to my efforts in March to raise funds in 
support of  the annual St. Baldrick’s event.

With your contribution brings hope of  one day finding a cure 
for children’s cancer. 

I am happy to report that the $1,000 goal I originally set was 
recently achieved thanks to your much appreciated donations and 
the matching donation given by the Irish Society. All donations 
both large and small are always greatly appreciated.

Your backing and support continue to provide me with the 
encouragement each year to once again shave my head for this 
worthy cause.
 

Sincerely,  Scott MacGregor

This year the picture includes my grandson WESS, 8 years old, who joined me. 
He had a goal of  $200 and raised over $300.  Pictured is our team name.
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HURLEY HAPPENINGS
Submitted by Lynnette Fitch Brash

The Hampton Roads Hurling Club 
continues to grow and has had an exciting 

spring and summer this year!  Hurling, a team 
stick sport, is known as the fastest game on 

grass, and it is really starting to take off  in America.  It’s not too late 
to check us out and get involved in this exciting sport with ancient 

Irish warrior roots!  New hurlers (all ages, genders, and fitness 
levels), supporters, and people interested in learning to officiate for 
us are always welcome!  Look us up on Facebook and our website 

(http://hrhurling.com/) for info on weekly Tuesday (Virginia 
Beach) and Thursday (Hampton) evening skills practices, Sunday 

morning scrimmages (Newport News), hurling miscellaneous, and 
upcoming HRHC social and athletic activities.

Almost the entire HRHC team plus quite a few of  the HRHC 
wives and kids traveled down for the inaugural Holy City Cup 
hurling tournament in Charleston, SC, in May.

This tournament was hosted by the Charleston Hurling Club, 
and they really pulled out all the stops to make it a great weekend for 
all participants and attendees.   Also participating in the “clash of  the 

ash” were hurlers from Gaelic 
Athletic Association teams in 
Charlotte, NC; Greenville, NC; 
Carrollton, GA; Atlanta, GA; 
and Augusta, GA.
Ultimately, an impressive 
Charlotte team (young and 
nearly all Irish expats) won the 
Holy City Cup tournament 
trophy, but one of  our own, Pat 
O’Carroll, won the “Poc Fada 
(Long Puck) Champion” 
award for a ridiculous puck out 
he made that went from one 
end of  the pitch to the other.  
The fierce lady hurlers from 
Atlanta, who played on a 
composite team with the lads 
from Carrollton, won the 

“Hurling Skills Champion” award as a group.  
While we did not get a trophy for it, our team SURELY deserved 

one for BEING the after party in Charleston at Molly Darcy’s Irish 
Pub!  We descended en masse, arriving early to get things going and 
closing down everything at the end of  the night.  When we travel, we 
bring the craic – we had TWO singers, a piper, a highland dancer, 
Scottish whisky, Irish whiskey, American bourbon, and a large rowdy 
contingent all sporting the HRHC colors.  Our young, single lads had 
various additional interesting adventures that are already somewhat 
legendary, but I can’t discuss that any further because, as they say, 

Continued on page -5-
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what happens in Charleston stays in 
Charleston!  We made a big impression, and 
we look forward to going back in future years 
and matching that impressive pub showing on 
the pitch as well.  Many thanks to the 
Charleston Hurling Club and to Molly Darcy’s 
for their excellent hospitality.  Fantastic people, 
fantastic city, fantastic hurling tournament - we 
shall return!

The Brashes, the Hunters, and Bob 
Akamine and his girlfriend Erin Kerrick 
road tripped down for the James 
Connolly Cup tournament in Charlotte, 
NC, in June.  Edward Brash, Skip 
Hunter, and Bob Akamine played on a 
composite team made up of  hurlers from 
various Southeast region GAA clubs.  
Though the Greenville Gaels ultimately 
won the hurling tournament, the “Irish 
Volunteers”, as Edward dubbed the 
Southeast composite team, held their 
own.  Reffing the match was Colm 
Egan, a five-time All Ireland hurling 
medal winner from Co. Tipperary; what 
an honor to have our guys get tips and 
feedback from him!  Colm now coaches 
for the North American GAA in 
Chicago.  As Games Development 
Administrator, he is very interested in 
fostering hurling in our region, and to 
that end he offered a 
special skills 

competition after the official 
hurling games were done.  The 
prize was a half  set of  team 
jerseys, a very generous prize 
indeed!  Each team with 
hurlers in the tournament was 
allowed to enter two hurlers to 
compete.  
It was an exciting competition!  
Whiskey Bob won the long 
puc by a large margin in round 
one.  Bob and Edward were 
the only two to get it over the 
bar in round two.  No one 
from any team got it over the 

bar in round three.  One of  the other teams tied it up in 
round four.  We kept the score tied in round five, so it 

went to a tie-breaker, which we lost by one shot.  SO 
CLOSE!!!  Not bad at all for a rookie club with no 
Irish-born guys on the pitch that day!  This GAA 
event also included Gaelic football and women’s 
Gaelic football.  It was very cool seeing the two final 
teams being piped out onto the pitch by a pipe band 

in Irish saffron kilts.  It was also lovely to hear the Irish national 

Hurley Happenings - cont’d from page 4



Page -6 July  2013

anthem in Irish -- and the “Star Spangled Banner” with an Irish 
accent!  The after party at Connolly’s Irish Pub rounded out the 
weekend.  Many thanks to Charlotte for hosting the tournament, to 
Connolly’s for a great after party, and to Colm Egan for all he did to 
make the tournament awesome!  We met lots of  really nice people 
down there connected to this event.

In addition to the tournaments, various HRHC members have fit 
in practices on their travels with other American GAA hurling clubs 
around the country.  Skip Hunter practiced with the San Antonio 
GAA in TX; Edward Brash practiced with the St. Joseph’s Hurling 
Club in Palo Alto, CA; and Bob Akamine practiced with the 
Pittsburgh Pucas in Pittsburgh, PA.  Jason Wilson has scrimmaged 
as part of  composite teams down south in Georgia and Carolina.  
Not only does it strengthen the American GAA for this kind of  
networking and camaraderie to exist, but it also helps the individual 

clubs to improve as they learn 
new drills, techniques, and 
strategies from interacting with 
other clubs.

The HRHC also has close ties 
to some GAA clubs in Ireland.  
Pat O’Carroll already had 
established a relationship between 
the HRHC and his home club, St. 
Monica’s GAA in Edenmore, 

Dublin; they were kind enough to supply 
a team set of  jerseys for the HRHC lads last year.  Liam 
Walsh just this summer established a “twinning” partnership for 
the HRHC with his family’s club while he was home visiting his 
parents in Cork.  The Glen Rovers Hurling Club in Blackpool, 
Cork City, wants to help out our players, the HRHC being a 
relatively new club, by sending over some gear, hurleys, and sliotars!
All of  the HRHC would like to wish the very best to one of  the 

co-founders of  the club, Lee Wangenheim, and his beautiful 
clann ruadh (wife Leslie and kids Tristan, Callum, and Moirin) 
on their move out of  the area this summer.  We hope to all meet up 
again at hurling tournaments in the future.  The HRHC also sends 
wishes for a safe and speedy return to our first goalie, Skip 
Hunter, who deploys this summer to Afghanistan.  If  we know 
Skip, he will establish both a hurling team AND a whisky tasting 
society while he is over there!  Rest easy that we all will look after 
Marcey, your fur babies, and the Red Shoe (official club pub of  the 
HRHC) while you are gone.  Haste ye back!

Hurley Happenings - cont’d from page 5
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FLOWERS OF THE 
FOREST

Another one of  our much-
beloved, longtime members has left 
us.  Ray Grinnell passed the evening 
of  Saturday, June 1st, after suffering 
paralysis and various other 
complications from heart surgery.  
Ray's family and Father Parke had 
been in attendance, and Ray was at peace and ready to go.

Ray was such a class act: I remember him in his dress whites at 
many of  our Memorial Day and Veterans Day IAS trips to the Viet 
Nam Wall.  A very active member of  the IAS, he always had a smile 
on his face, a kind word on his lips, and a ready hug for us at IAS 
meetings and events.  He always pitched in to help quietly in the 
background wherever and whenever help was needed.

Many thanks to Mary Ann and Mike Bromley for helping Ray’s 
wife Mary to arrange a beautiful Irish send off  for him, including 
our Irish Honor Guard and piper Tom Crouch.

Special thanks as well to Pat and Ray Marion for being such a 
support to Mary Grinnell in this sorrowful time.  There was a huge 
turn out for Ray Grinnell’s funeral mass at Ascension, and Ray 
Marion’s heartfelt tribute to his very dear friend brought down the 
house with tears, smiles, and fond memories.

All the best to our newly married IAS Adult Princess 2011 
Bridgett Cherry Sakach and her husband Darryl.  They got 
married June 1st at Annunciation Greek Orthodox Cathedral in 
Norfolk followed by a wedding reception in the Gabriel Archer 
Tavern of  the Williamsburg Winery.  Wasn’t our Bridgett a 
stunning bride in her champagne antique lace gown?!  Her 
groom’s not too shabby, either!  (Photo credit to Erika Mills 
Photography)

Best Wishes to IAS Teen Princess 2009 Nina Coletti who got 
engaged in June to her beau Aaron Galvez!  How exciting!!!  We 
believe Aaron is a USAF airman.   

Congratulations to IAS Adult Princesses Rebecca Norman 
(2013) and Lynette Crouch (2004) who are moving to new homes 
this summer!  Rebecca and her husband Ryan closed on a home in 
Western Branch, Chesapeake, and Lynette and her husband Tom 
are staying in Churchland, Portsmouth, but moving about a mile 
away to another house.  And here’s a traditional Irish house 
blessing for both families: May your home be bright with cheer,/  
May your cares all disappear,/ May contentment come your way,/ 
And may laughter fill your day.

Happy Wedding Anniversary to Rebecca and Ryan Norman as 
well!  They celebrated their 8th anniversary this June.

Congrats to IAS Adult Princess 2008 Katie Morse who aced 
the AUD portion of  the CPA exam recently!  One down, three to 
go – you got this, girleen!

Happy June Birthday to IAS Teen Princess 2005 Sara Rhodes!  
Our super friendly and talented Sara is dancing again this summer 
in the “Celtic Fyre” show at Busch Gardens Ireland, so go say hi 
and HBD to her in person!

Bon Voyage to IAS Adult Princess 2002 Lisa Hunt Burgess 
who is off  on a July jaunt to Panama!  Lisa, hubby Earl, son Fynn, 
and stepson Billy are going down for a nice family beach holiday; 
this is Billy’s last summer at home before he heads off  to Lisa’s 
alma mater, the University of  Virginia, as a freshman!  Time flies!

Best wishes for speedy and full recoveries to IAS Adult 
Princesses Mary Paris Fien (1998) and Lynnette Fitch Brash 
(2000), who are both recovering from various Irish dance overuse 
injuries (Achilles tendonitis, Plantar Fasciitis, heel spurs, etc.) – 
unfortunately, sometimes you have to suffer for the things you 
love!

The Princess Diaries, 
continued . . . July 2013
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