
Dear Fellow Irish American Society members, 

Our next IAS meeting will be on Thursday, June 
6th at 7 pm.  In addition to a great June meeting 
program on “The Triskele, Ancient Symbol of  
the Celts” given by our IAS Librarian and Parade 
Float Chair Jack Kennedy, we have some other 
fun things to look forward to this summer.

The IAS Board felt we were overdue for a Full 
Irish Breakfast, so we've lined one up for June!  
It will be at Murphy’s Grand Irish Pub at the 
VB Oceanfront on Sunday, June 23rd!

Look for us in the area on the other side of  the 
fireplace, as usual.  They are expecting us from 10 
am until 1 pm – but no worries if  you are having 
fun and want to linger longer.  You could make an 
entire beach day of  it if  you want!

We hope to see many of  you there for the 
delicious buffet.  The price is $13 per person; this 
DOES include one (1) glass of  champagne/
mimosa, coffee, tea, sodas – it does NOT include 
tax or gratuity.

On the buffet will be:
Scrambled Eggs
Breakfast Potatoes
Bangers
Rashers
Fresh Fruit Tray
Baked Beans
Grilled Tomatoes
Biscuits
Butter/Jelly
Breakfast Pudding (white/black)
Please feel free to bring along your homemade 

Irish soda bread to share as well!

We’re planning an all-American program 
(baseball, hotdogs, and apple pie) with an Irish 
twist for the July meeting.  Please note that it 
will be on July 11th so as not to conflict with 
anyone’s Independence Day plans. And don’t 
forget we will do a Happy Hour this summer at 
O’Connor Brewing Company in Norfolk and 
another fabulous fishing cruise in Virginia Beach! 

Slán go fóill!  (‘Bye for now!)

        Lynnette Fitch Brash  m
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The Irish Connection

The Irish American 
Society of

Tidewater, Virginia, 
was established in 
1980 to promote
and preserve Irish 

culture, and all things 
distinctly Irish.

Membership is open
to persons of Irish

birth or ancestry, as
well as those

persons who have
an interest in Irish 
history and culture.

Meetings are held
the first Thursday

of every month at the
Church of the 

Ascension  
Community Center

4853 Princess
Anne Rd 

Virginia Beach, VA.
Doors open at

6:30 p.m.,
the meeting usually 
gets underway at

7:00 p.m.,
ending at 9:00 p.m.

Our next meeting:June 6, 2013

President's Corner

Irish American 
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ofTidewater

Grand Irish Breakfast

Sunday June 23th 2013 

at
10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

The price will be 

$13.00 per person.  
Tax and gratuity are not included.

Murphy's Grand Irish Pub

corner of 30th & Pacific 

Avenues, 
Virginia Beach
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look for us on Facebook!

♣Meeting was called to order by Lynette Brash 
7:15pm.

♣Floor was open for birthdays, anniversaries, new 
members.

♣Reminder: 2013 dues are due!
♣Welcome to J.J.’s daughter Lindsey, home from 

JMU.
♣ Irish breakfast at Murphy’s Irish Pub 6/23...10-1, 

buffet style.
♣Program tonight: Katherine Peterson Lambert 

(plant demonstration).
♣Lynnette Brash will have an article about Matthew  

Carroll’s talk about Irish Vietnam Memorial in 
June newsletter.

♣Lori Shea needs names for “flag folks” pictures 
from May newsletter.

♣Big thank you to J.J. for helping with 
“Hullaballoo” at “Tattoo” & Edward Brash for 
Hurling Club.

♣ Joe Brady:  working on fishing trip in July.
Also “Spirit of  Norfolk” dinner cruise (more info. 
on both next meeting)

♣Mike Bromley gave Treasurer’s report:
   Savings.......$245.42
   Checking.....$1,918.61
♣Password available for May Ancestry.com $10.00.
♣Mary Ann Bromley gave “Sunshine” report:

•    Ray Grinnell moved out of  ICU to PVSU 
(Sentara Norfolk hospital)

•    Linda Batten recuperating at Autumn Care 
Rehab. (Chesapeake)

•   Mary Jane McCarthy in Charleston S.C. 
hospital, after breaking hip.

•    Lynette Crouch recuperating from hernia 
surgery.

♣Edward Brash gave Hurling club report: 5/4 -5/5 
Hurling Tournament, South Carolina.   5/18-5/19 
“Beer Festival” Town Point Park, with Glasgow 
Kiss performing both days.

♣ Jack & Betsy Kennedy not at meeting.....in N.C. 
for art show, where Betsy’s art work being 
displayed.

♣Erin Morrissey has IAS shirts available. 
Mentioned Richmond Highland games 
10/19-10/20.

♣Presentation 8:15......plant demonstration by 
Katherine P. Lambert.  Interesting program about 
herbs & plants brought by early settlers. Katherine 
brought several samples to show us.  She told us 
we get to know our plants by odor, texture, flower 
& taste.  Weeds in yard can be used for medicinal 
purposes.  Program ended 9pm

♣Thank you to all who brought desserts.....greatly 
appreciated!

Submitted by: Mary Ann Bromley

Meeting Minutes - May 2013

There lies that fairy-land of mine,
Unseen of a beholder.

Its fruits are all like rubies rare;
Its streams are clear as glasses;

There golden castles hanging air,
And purple grapes in masses,

And noble knights and ladies fair
Come riding down the passes.

Ah me! they say if I could stand
Upon those mountain ledges,
I should be see on either hand
Plain fields and dusty hedges;
And yet I know my fairy-land
Lies somewhere o’er their edges.

POETRY 
CORNER

Richard D'Alton Williams 
Irish physician and poet

1822-1862
Williams was known as "the 

Shamrock", a poet who contributed to 
the weekly Irish nationalist newspaper 

titled "The Nation"

submitted by Joe Brady
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As some of you may know from past newsletters, my 
mother and I have been going to Ireland to tackle our family 
genealogy since 1996.  Thank goodness the Internet came 
along; however, in-person research is the best way to go.   
Three years ago, we had finally found the proverbial ‘pot of 
gold’ at the end of the rainbow.   We were driving by a 
house, in an area known to be where our family was from, 
and saw two men working on a truck.  The younger of the 
two looked like a cousin of ours in the U.S.  I, being the less 
than shy type, stopped, asked, and sure enough, they were 
our Irish cousins!

I must say, it took about 20 minutes before Cousin 
Michael believed it.  The Clinch family in Ireland thought 
they were the last of the family.  They had no idea there were 
another 150 of us in the U.S.  Through, Facebook, email, and 
Skype, we have kept up with the family in Bailieborough, 
County Cavan.  This past Easter, my Mom, my niece, Kayla 
and my boyfriend, Rob, went over to spend the holiday with 
the family.

My cousin, Helen Clinch, sorted out a wonderful Easter 
dinner at Cabra Castle in Kingscourt, County Cavan (fab 
place to stay: http://www.cabracastle.com/).  Five of the 
cousins who live in Enniskillen, Northern Ireland, joined us 
for dinner as well.  There were 19 of us and a mini family 
reunion ensued at the castle and then ended in the local pubs 
at 2 a.m.  Of course, Rob and I got to show the town of 
Bailieborough how to Texas two-step, which was 
appropriate since the band at the local, The Bailie (another 
great place to stay: http://www.bailiehotel.com/), was 
called The Texas Wildcats.  They played every song Garth 
Brooks ever made!  They are Ireland’s premier wedding 

band if anyone is 
interested in 
booking 
them….see me, I 
have their 
number!  
Helen has a 
degree in 
Theology and 
History from St. 
Patrick’s in 
Maynooth and 
therefore, is one 
hell of a tour 
guide.  We spent 

one day visiting The Hill of Tara, the Hill of Slane, 
Monesterboice, St. Patrick’s College and Navan.   County 
Cavan is a short drive North of Dublin.

If you have ever been to Ireland, I am sure you fell in love 
with it immediately.  Kayla fell in love with Ireland by 
noontime the day we arrived.  She couldn’t believe how 
wonderfully gracious and happy the Irish people were.  She 
especially loved the rows and rows of cakes, candies and 
crisps available.

 We spent three days with the family before heading off to 
visit other friends in Bunratty, County Clare.  On the way, 
Kayla mentioned how she would like to spend more time 
with the cousins and was willing to give up seeing other 
things in Ireland (with exception of the Dingle Peninsula) so 
she could spend more time with them.  That is exactly what 
we did.  Back to the family we went for two more days.  

This trip was a gift like no other Kayla will ever receive 
again.  She got to experience life in Ireland, in a small town, 
with a fabulous family.  She got to walk the lands her 
ancestors did, hear the music they heard, see the rolling hills 
and mountains they saw every day.  She has made lifelong 
friendships with family she would have never have known if 
not for my mother’s dedication and devotion in finding out 
where we came from.  Our Irish family raises cows, bails hay, 
fixes and rents out farm equipment.  It’s a wonder to know 
there is a mountain named after your family where they still 
work the land that my Irish ancestors left in order to chase 
after a better life in America. 

In case you have plans to visit Ireland at Eastertime…I 
have to let you in on a little secret…we were landing, in 
Dublin, on Good Friday….In Ireland, on Good Friday, NO 
beer or alcohol is served in the pubs!  Not a drop!  I did NOT 
tell this to my travel companions, as I am sure they would 
have made me change our flights.  Unfortunately for me, the 
young Irish lad who was helping us with our bags told them 
for me.   Let’s just say, I wasn’t very popular until I found a 
hotel restaurant that WOULD serve Guinness.  Ireland 
knows how to get around certain laws with finesse!  They 
have a great history with getting around laws!

FAMILY TREE TALES

Clinch Family Follies

continued . . .
 By Tamara Cervi

Kayla, Me, my cousins Helen and Martina 
at St. Patrick's College, Maynooth.

The family at Cabra Castle on 
Easter Sunday 2013
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IRISH VIET NAM VETERANS

MEMORIAL PROJECT

IAS APRIL MEETING

The following is a special feature especially appropriate 
as Memorial Day draws near.  Matt Carroll attended our 
April 2013 IAS meeting at the invitation of our Treasurer 
Mike Bromley.  Mike had read about his project to create 
a memorial in Ennis, Co. Clare, Ireland, to Irish expats 
who fought for the US in the Viet Nam War and invited 
him to come tell our membership about it.  Matt spoke at 
length about his fundraising efforts.  We were riveted and 
took up a collection that very night in support.  You can 
see pictures in this issue from that evening of Matt 
Carroll with the Brom and with all of our military vets 
who were present.  IAS member Patti Graeff, 
coincidentally, had also received a copy of this very 
article from a friend of hers, Bernie McCabe, who has an 
aunt, Sue Fudala, who is a cousin of Matt Carroll.  Small 
world! 
We are reprinting the article to inform everyone on the 
project.  Many thanks to Patti for passing along the 
article, to the Brom for inviting Matt to come talk to us, 
and to Matt for all his hard work on such a very worthy 
project.

VIETNAM VETERAN LAUDS IRISH 
WHO SERVED

By CATHY DYSON / THE FREE LANCE–STAR 
(www.fredericksburg.com)

Matthew Carroll of King George County has an 
ambitious goal: to raise $300,000 for a memorial, in 
Ireland, to honor Irish citizens who fought in the Vietnam 
War.

Carroll served in the conflict, as did 2,500 people who 
were born on the Emerald Isle. He hopes Americans will 
pay their respects to their Irish counterparts.

“If people are going to come to this country and fight 
and die for us, the least we can do is honor their service,” 
Carroll said.

Irishmen who immigrated to America in the 1960s and 
’70s were eligible for the draft if they were 18 or older, 
Carroll said. Others chose to enlist in the Marine Corps.

Irish citizens also served with Australian forces and 
with United Nations peace-keeping operations in 
southeastern Asia, he added.

Carroll is of Irish descent. In 1998, he received a trip to 
Ireland as a 25th wedding anniversary present and has 
spent six to eight weeks there a year ever since.

The 64-year-old visits in the fall, after the tourists have 
gone home. He enjoys the music and camaraderie.

His reason for wanting a memorial in Ireland goes 
beyond his heritage.

“Certainly, I identify with them being Irish, but it’s 
their veteran status, not their Irish status, that’s the key,” 
he said. “They are my brothers and sisters.”
THE IRISH EXPERIENCE

Carroll and his wife, Diane, moved to King George six 
years ago when she became rector of St. John’s Episcopal 
Church. The two have three grown children and four 
grandchildren.

The King George man still bears scars from wounds 
received in Vietnam, when he was a crewman on an 
Army battle tank.

Twenty-five years after his service in the Big Red One, 
also known as the 1st Infantry Division, his injuries 
caught up with him. Carroll had been working full time 
as a shipping agent in Hampton Roads when he couldn’t 
climb ship ladders anymore.

He got full disability benefits from the Department of 
Veterans Affairs about 18 years ago. He has almost total 
hearing loss, shrapnel injuries and spinal damage.

Mike Bromley and Matt Carroll
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In recent years, he’s pursued something he always 
wondered about—how many Irish fought and died in 
southeastern Asia.

When James Durney published the book “Vietnam: The 
Irish Experience” in 2008, Carroll learned that more than 
2,500 Irishmen and women served between 1959 and 
1975.

Of that number, 29 people, including one female nurse, 
were killed in action or died of accidents or natural 
causes while there.

Armed with statistics, Carroll proposed the idea of a 
memorial. With help from friends in Ireland, he ended up 
in front of the Ennis Town Council in County Clare in 
December.

Council members agreed to provide space for the 
memorial in a quiet, wooded grove near a concert hall.

The plan is to dedicate the Irish Viet Nam Veterans 
Memorial Project in eight months, on Veterans Day.

(Carroll spells Viet Nam as two words in keeping with 
the country’s original spelling.)
IRISH IN THE MILITARY

Currently, memorial designs are being submitted to the 
Ennis Town Council. Carroll wants the locals to decide 
what form it will take.

He has asked that native materials and craftsmanship 
be used. He also wants the wording on the memorial, 
which will list the names of the 29 who died, to be in 
English and Irish Gaelic.

Irish people are “standing in line” to donate, but 
Carroll hopes to raise the money in America.

“I think he’s got a pretty good shot at it,” said John 
Rowan, president of the 
Vietnam Veterans of 
America.

His group has 
endorsed the memorial 
and he believes others 
will share the financial 
burden to honor the 
dedication of the Irish 
to their adopted land.

“The Irish have a 
history of sending 
people off to war in all 
kinds of uniforms,” he 
said. “The Irish have 
been heavily involved 
in the military from 
day one and are 
heavily noted in the 
Medal of Honor ranks, 

not the least of which is the Civil War.”
‘THE MORAL FORCE’

Carroll has recruited two Washington-area residents to 
help with the project.

Brian McDonnell is a senior executive retired from the 
federal government, and and Joseph Quinn spent 40 
years as a certified public accountant.

Quinn, who has a weekend home in Lake Anna, 
praised Carroll’s “verve and enthusiasm” and McDonnell 
called him “the moral force behind the effort.”

All three men are Irish, served in the military during 
the Vietnam era and frequently visit Ireland. They share a 
desire to recognize others who answered the call to duty.

“As a Vietnam veteran, not a day goes by that I don’t 
think about my brothers and sisters who served with 
me,” McDonnell said in an email. “Through this project, I 
am able to give a little back to those Irish citizens who 
chose to serve our country during the Vietnam War.”
HOW TO HELP
Donations can be sent to the Irish Viet Nam Veterans 
Memorial Project, Box 90592, Alexandria, Va. 22309. They 
also can be made online. Go to Facebook and search for 
the project.
THE SERIES
WHO WE ARE is an occasional series about people who 
illustrate the diversity of life in theFredericksburg region.
Cathy Dyson: 540/374-5425    cdyson@freelancestar.com
 http://news.fredericksburg.com/newsdesk/
2013/03/16/who-we-are-vietnam-veteran-lauds-irish-
who-served/

IAS Veterans and Matt Carroll at April Meeting
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Congratulations to our IAS Teen 
Princesses who graduated this 
month with their Bachelor’s 
Degrees:  2008 Meagan Oglethorpe 
(from Virginia Wesleyan College), 

2005 Sara Rhodes (from  Christopher Newport 
University),  2004 Maura Flatley (from James Madison 
University), and 2002 Emily Ahern (from the University 
of Richmond)!  

Meagan recently was chosen to do an internship with 
Planned Parenthood!  Meagan says she is loving the 
opportunity and greatly enjoys working with people who 
are so “passionate about helping women who really need 
it and helping poor people who couldn’t otherwise get 
help.”  Good for you, Meagan!  AND congrats on the new 
nephew, Matthew Brooks Wheeley, born to your sister 
Michelle and her husband Michael this month!  Your 
aunt Maureen Cahill, IASIAS Adult Princess 2009, looks 
WAY too young to be a great aunt!

Sara is graduating with a BA in Technical Theater.  Her 
senior thesis project was to construct, from scratch, a 
competition dress for Irish dance.  It’s gorgeous!  Maybe 
we can get her to come present about the process for us.

Congratulations to IAS Teen Princess 2008 and Virginia 
Tech student Maggie Wilcox who is now teaching non-
competitive beginner Irish dance classes at Virginia Tech!  
Yup – VT Rec Sports added Irish Dance to their lineup of 
fitness classes with our Maggie as the instructor.  Maggie 

is also performing in the VT Tap Ensemble’s Spring Show 
this month.  Knock their poodle socks off, Princess!   

Happy Birthday to IASIAS Adult Princesses Kate 
Collins O’Neill (2010), Erin Morrissey (2007), and 
Lynette Gilmour Crouch (2004)!  All were born in the 
very merry month of May.

This has been a very busy month for Erin!  In early 
May, she participated again as part of the support team 
for Law Enforcement United Inc.’s annual 250-mile 
three-day “Road to Hope” bike ride.  Later in the month, 
she went on a fabulous trip to NYC to celebrate her 
birthday.  

Well done to IAS Junior Princess 2012 Aubree 
Musicant!  Aubree qualified for a statewide gymnastics 
meet this month AND was selected as Student of the 
Month at her school!  She has been chosen as a Student of 
the Month every single year since she started school.  Go, 
Aubree!!! 

Congratulations to Gabrielle Marie Carragino, 
daughter of Dawn Fitch Carragino, who is sister of IAS 
Adult Princess 2000 Lynnette Fitch Brash!  Gabrielle 
officially joined the Piranhas women’s soccer team 
recently!  This has been a lifelong goal of hers.  Look for 
the beautiful young woman in jersey number 17 if you 
attend any of the games!  Some of you may recognize her 
from the awesome IAS & Friends fishing trip we took last 
summer.

The Princess Diaries, 
continued . . . June 2013

Proud Parents Story

Just had to share the good news with our IAS friends!  Mike 
Bromley (Retired Senior Chief, U.S. Navy), current Treasurer and 
past President IAS and his wife Mary Ann, current recording 
Secretary IAS, are very proud to announce the promotion of  their 
son Joseph, to COMMANDER, U.S. Navy!

Joe comes from a Navy family, with his maternal grandfather 
serving during World War 2 and his Dad serving during Vietnam 
Era.

Joe was born in the Bicentennial year of  our country 1976 in 
the city of  “brotherly love”, Philadelphia.  He was 2 years old 
when Mike got transferred to NAS Atlanta, Ga.  He was in 
kindergarten when Mike got transferred to NAS Alameda, Ca. 
and 8 ½ when Mike got transferred to NAS Norfolk, Va.   Joe got 
to see the USA & learn a lot of  great things!  He was the first 
graduating class (1994) from Catholic High School, V.B...   He 
graduated from ODU 1998 with a degree in Criminal Justice.  He 
applied to and was accepted for O.C.S. (Officer Candidate 
School), Pensacola, Florida, graduating September 11, 1998 as 
ENSIGN Bromley!  

Joe has served on the USS 
Gonzalez, USS Leyte Gulf  & USS 
John C. Stennis.  He has been 
stationed at Norfolk, Va., 
Monterey, Ca., Newport, R.I. and 
Bremerton, WA.  He spent 7 ½ 
months in Iraq, working in 
Saddam Hussein’s former palace.   
Joe has been promoted through 
the years from Lieut. j.g., 
Lieutenant, Lieutenant 
Commander and now full 
Commander.  He has been attending  classes in Newport, R.I., 
Dahlgren, Va. and San Diego, Ca. (from January to June, 2013) to 
prepare him to serve as the “X O” (Executive Officer) on the 
USS Mobile Bay in San Diego July, 2013.  Joe is married to Lisa 
(his H.S. sweetheart) for 14 years.  They have 2 sons, Zachary 10 
and Logan 8.  We wish him “fair winds and following seas” for 
the rest of  his career!  WAY TO GO JOE!

Submitted by: Mary Ann Bromley
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Virginia Beer Festival

Members of the IAS attended the 12th annual Virginia 
Beer Festival at Town Point Parke in downtown Norfolk 
in May.  Over 65 beer and cider breweries were 
represented there, including our own local Irish-owned 
brewery, O'Connor Brewing Company!  There were also 
food vendors on hand.  Luckily, the rain held off, and a 
glorious day was had by all!

One of the things that made it extra special and extra 
fun this year is that Glasgow Kiss (made up of IAS 
Financial Secretary Edward Brash on vocals and guitar, 
IAS member Tom Crouch on pipes and bodhran, and 
John McGlynn on fiddle) provided the music both days, 
playing lots of great Irish, Scottish, American, and 
Canadian tunes to the delight of the crowds there.

Members of the IAS and/or SST clubbed together and 
got a front row table for the event!  Check out that picnic 
spread!

IAS Junior Vice President John "JJ" Johnson celebrated 
his birthday at the Beer Festival with son Justin Johnson, 
IAS President Lynnette Fitch Brash, and co-worker Linda 
Maher, who we think may just join the IAS!

IAS member Brad 
Dunphy and son Roary 
enjoy the Beer Festival!  Not 
to worry - wiife Catriona 
(not pictured) was the 
designated driver.  You may 
recall that Brad did an 
excellent program for us on 
home beer brewing in March 
2012.

FRESH EIRE
Keeping up with

Irish Events!
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VIRGINIA B
EER FESTIVAL

NORFOLK, VA 

MAY 2013


