
Dear Fellow Irish American Society members, 

Many thanks to IAS member Trish Little 
Taylor for a great program at the June meeting 
on “Finding Your Irish Ancestors”.  As a follow 

up to that very well-received program, we will 
be starting a new column called “Irish Family 
Tree Tales” in the Irish Connection this month.  
The purpose of this feature is for IAS members 
to discuss their genealogy successes and other 
topics relating to their own personal Irish 
ancestry.  Please do consider submitting!  We 
have TWO great “Irish Family Tree Tales” from 
IAS members Tamara Cervi and Heather 
Hanchett Burns to kick the column off this 
month!  

Mike Bromley also has been busy working 
out the details for a follow up Irish genealogy 
workshop with Trish involving an international 
account for the IAS with Ancestry.com.  We 
should be able to get multiple laptops logged in 
to the account so that Trish and other genealogy 
experts in the IAS can circulate and help other 
members track down their family tree branches 
and twigs.  FANTASTIC idea, Mike!  More info 
on that coming soon…

As “Dads and Grads” month comes to a close, 
I hope everyone is gearing up for a wonderful 
Independence Day holiday.  PLEASE join us on 
Thursday, July 5th for a very special event in 
conjunction with our meeting.  We are proud to 
announce WE are hosting the Virginia premier of 
Beautiful People, a documentary film about the 

longest-running traditional Irish music seisiun in 
New York City!  We will be showing it for FREE 
– and open to the general public, so the more the 
merrier!  Bring friends!

See the poster inside this newsletter for more 
information and the film website.  It has been 
screened all over Ireland, the US, Canada, and 
Europe!  You can also visit this link to read the 
glowing review of the film that ran in Irish 
Central. http://www.irishcentral.com/ent/
Documentary-focuses-on-Dempseys-
Seisiun-159748765.html

The movie is an hour long, and we are going 
to have a trad seisiun/ceili of our own 
afterwards!  We hope to have musicians from 
several regional Celtic bands on hand as well as 
Irish step dancers and ceili dancers from 
multiple Irish dance schools in the house, but 
there is ALWAYS room for more musicians in the 
seisiun and more dancers at the ceili!  So come 
prepared for some great toe tapping live music, 
bring your instruments, prepare your own party 
piece if you want to join in, bring your dance 
shoes if you care to dance, and bring whatever 
beverages you care to drink!  We will have 
coolers with ice on hand, but you need to supply 
the bottles and cans to chill in them!

THIS MONTH ONLY, to accommodate this 
special event, we will follow a different schedule 
than usual:

6:00 pm – Doors (and coolers!!!) open
6:30 – 7:00 pm – Brief IAS Business Meeting
7:00 – 8:00 pm – Beautiful People film screening
8:00 – 10:00 pm – Seisiun & ceili
Help us to share our wonderful Irish culture 

with the local community in a fun and friendly 
IRISH way!  This is a family-friendly party; all 
ages are welcome, just like at the ceilis in 
Ireland.

Slán go fóill!  (‘Bye for now!)

Trish Little Taylor and Mike Bromley

        Lynnette    m
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• Meeting called to order by Vice President Joe 
Brady 7:05pm.

• Joe told members President Lynnette Brash 
would not be at meeting; attending step 
daughter’s GSA graduation.

• Floor was open for birthdays, anniversaries 
and new members.

• Special guest tonight is Trish Little Taylor, 
who will discuss “Irish Ancestors”.

• Dolphin Cruise is set for Sunday June 24th, 
3:30pm at Rudee Inlet.

• John Johnson said brewery tour is 
pending...more info. at July meeting.

• Mike Bromley gave Treasurer’s report:
•      Savings: $245.12
•      Checking: $1,575.30
• IAS shirts are available....$25.00.....$5.00 extra 

for personalization.
• Mary Ann Bromley told members about 

Cecilia Davitt-Thomas husband Bobby 
passing away and funeral details.  Members 
had a moment of silence for him.

• Kerry Sinclair not at this meeting.
• Raffle winner of IAS shirt: Mary Lou Schuck.
• Next meeting: JULY 5th
• Meeting ended 7:20pm
• Presentation by Trish Little Taylor......

(Librarian since 1978)
• Discussed: Locating Irish Records, Hints for 

Beginning Research, Irish Websites, Ancestral 
Chart.....

• Trish gave members sheets with information 
on the above.....Explained how misspelled 
names were very common when Irish arrived 
at Ellis Island.  

• Question and answer period....
• Mike Bromley told members, IAS has a link 

to International Ancestry.com.........Members 
can check information at meetings.  Bring lap 
top or use ones there. Trish will help.

• Presentation ended 8:05pm
• Thanks to all who brought desserts, greatly 

appreciated!
                       Submitted by: Mary Ann Bromley
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POETRY CORNER

I Hear The Wave

I hear the wave clamour from the shore,
The sound is an omen, - the harbinger 

of a king,
This king who comes across the green 

sea,
Shall by his valour take Erinn to 

himself.

Eoghan is the man, great shall be his 
triumph,

He shall hold sway over noble Erinn,
A chief of chiefs is the scion who comes 

over the waters'
You shall be the wife of Eoghan the 

strong.
This strand below is Eibhear's cold 

strand,
I understand the shore when I hear its 

sound.

Translated by Eugene O'Curry

submitted by Joe Brady

   

Flowers of the 
Forest

Bobby Thomas, husband of 
Cecilia Davitt-Thomas, passed 
June 5th, 2012. The Thomas' 
have been long time members 
of the IAS and our sympathies 
go out to Ceil and her family.



 
 

THE IRISH CONNECTION Page -3

IRISH DANCING UPDATE

The Cumascaigh School of Irish Dance, 
established locally in March 2012, had its 
first official dance out this month to live 
music by Glasgow Kiss at Mike's Place 
Irish Pub in Newport News, VA.  The 
Adult Irish Dancers of the Cumascaigh 

School performed an Irish Four-Hand Reel for the crowd, and 
the School TCRG, Director, & Choreographer followed that up 
with some hard reel solo steps.  A great time was had by all!   
Now the school is back at work preparing for upcoming fall 
feisanna (competitions) and the regional Oireachtas, which 
will take place in New Orleans this year!  Look for 
Cumascaigh dancers competing at the ROI Feis in 
Williamsburg in October.  In addition, we hope to have an 
Adult Four-Hand ready for the Oireachtas in December.  
Classes for all age groups and ability levels are now running 
in Newport News, Yorktown, and Hampton locations.  

Contact Meghan for more info! 
Phone  (757) 947-4182
Email       letsdance2012@gmail.com

Family Tree Tales

This month, in the wake of an outstanding 
presentation by Trish Little Taylor on 
Finding Your Irish Ancestors, we begin a 
new feature about Irish genealogies and 
generational inheritances. To inaugurate 
it, we have TWO excellent IAS member 

submissions that each relate to Family Trees in their own ways. Please 
consider submitting an article yourself!

Co. Cavan and the Hazelnut Tree

submitted by Heather Burns
In April, 2008, my siblings, niece, nephew, and I traveled 

to Co. Cavan, Ireland to include my mother's ashes in the 
tiny family graveyard just outside of Blacklion.  My mother 
was from Co. Cavan and emigrated to Massachusetts in 
1958.  While visiting the ruins of my great-grandmother's 
farm in Kiltumilty (even more tiny than Blacklion) on lower 
Loch Erne, I took about 8 hazelnuts to try and grow back at 
home.  All were planted and one made it!  I am thrilled to 
have a living piece of my great-grandmother's farm that we 
can plant here at the first home we have owned in over 20 
years.

The Irish native Hazel (Corylus avellana), a birch family 
member, is one of the most common small trees growing in 
Ireland.  History and legend are fraught with Hazel lore, it is 
mostly associated with wisdom, and it has it's own letter in 
the Ogham alphabet - "C".

Besides a stunning view, the property also has a ring fort 
further up the hill behind the ruins of the farm house - 
complete with a huge blackthorne tree.  It is a magical place!   

Heather's brother 
Shane taking a 

picture of the view of 
Lower Loch Erne 
from their great-

grandmother's farm.

The hazelnut tree 
soon to be planted!

Standing L-R:  Dancer Natasha Harris, Dancer Maureen 
Cahill, Dancer Lynnette Fitch Brash

Seated L-R:  Dancer Erin Morrissey, Director Meghan 
Comaskey TCRG

Photographer Patrick Marcil
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Family Tree Tales

Time: 1996      Place: Prague, Czech Republic  

submitted by Tamara Cervi
Wait!  What???  Isn’t this the Tidewater Irish American 

Society Newsletter?  Why are we in Prague?  Well, that is where 
it took off.  My mom had come over to visit me while I was at 
university in Prague.  From Prague, we decided to go to Ireland.  
Two of her 11 siblings decided to join us.  We had limited 
information at that time, on which counties our family was 
from.  Mom knew her father had mentioned a Sixmilebridge, 
County Cork and County Clare.  Well, from that initial trip, 
until last year’s trip in 2011 (in case you forgot what year it is 

now); we have 
found both sides 
of the family 
including LIVING 
relatives that are 
on the original 
family land!  
Since I gave away 
the ending right 
up front, I 
wouldn’t blame 
you if you moved 
on to another 

article, however, if you want to know more, read on. . .
I had never seen my mom cry before, but as we left Ireland 

that first time in 1996, tears came.  She said she felt something 
but wasn’t sure what it was.  Something like she belonged there.  
I know what my mom felt that day we left the 40 shades of 
green below us.  For those of you who have been to Ireland, and 
for those of you who aren’t even Irish, you know that feeling 
deep inside as well.  The country and the people touch you like 
a long lost passionate love.

Year after year, looking at records here in the States, the 
internet (a tip:  Ancestory.com is and can be wrong when it 
comes to information-don’t believe everything you read—
including this.), talking to family members and actually driving 
up and down small lanes in Ireland, we had success.  

Once we were able to link the family to a piece of land, it 
came down to looking in the phone book.  I called a phone 
number and left a message.  We had no return phone number 
for the family to reach us, so we drove to the area where the 

family lived.  I 
stopped, asked 
someone if they knew 
the people I was 
looking for and you 
know the Irish—
eloquent in all 
things…here is his 
description of how to 
find the house where 
our family lived: “Go 
back the way you 

came, not back to America mind you, but up the lane here (yes, 
he thought he was hilarious), follow it for a short jaunt (which 
was 2 miles), take a right at the road works, just a bit on that 
road (another 2 miles) and you will see a bright yellow farm 

house.  Take a left there.  Follow that road until you see a 2 story 
house that sits close to the 
road.  There you will find 
your people.”

The bright yellow farm 
house was ivory and just a 
house, no farm.  We went past 
it 3 times before I decided to 
give the road across from it a 
try.  We drove down the 
supposed road, which was a 
two wheel rutted lane as wide 
as our vehicle.  Two men were 
working outside of one house 
that I thought might be what 
we were looking for.  

We passed by once.  I thought the younger man looked just 
like my cousin James.  Then we did a second pass by and 
stopped to ask where a cemetery was.  When he leaned in the 
car to speak with us, I asked his name!  EUREKA!  He ended up 
being my cousin, Peter.  We might be 4th cousins, but blood 
relation none-the-less.  

If you have any desire to research your own family, try the 
below listed sites for assistance:

General Register Office     www.groireland.ie
They have birth and death records for all of Ireland 

1864-1921, excluding the North from 1921; marriages, except 
Roman Catholic, for all Ireland from 4/1/1845 to 1863; 
marriages for all Ireland from 1864-1921 and Ireland, excluding 
the North, from 1921.

The Valuation Office          www.valoff.ie

(upper left)  Auntie Rosie's house on our family land.  (Auntie Rosie has 
passed away and the family keep cattle on that land now)  Bailieboro, 

County Cavan
(Lower left) Our family house, that is obviously older, on our family land...we 

had a hill named after us:  Clinch Hill  Bailieboro, County Cavan

My cousins, Martina and Helen Clinch and me

Clinch family that was available for a picture having a mini family reunion in 
Kingscourt, County Cavan.

1st Row: Catherine, Megan, Scoobie, Helen, ME,
2nd Row: Michael, Peter, Ryan, Christopher, Margo, Dolores (my mom) and 

Kathleen (mom's oldest sister)
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Congratulations to IAS Teen 
Princesses 2010 Sarah Brash and 
2011 Caitlyn Taylor who graduated 
from high school this month!  
Sarah Brash is an Advanced Studies 
honor graduate of Kempsville High 
School in Virginia Beach as well as a 
graduate of the Vocal Music 

Department in the acclaimed regional Governor’s School 
for the Arts.  Sarah auditioned for GSA as a rising freshman 
and was invited to attend, but ultimately ended up moving 
down from Canada the following year and attending GSA 
for grades 10, 11, and 12.  All GSA students have a very 
demanding schedule in order to attend; Sarah was in 
academic classes at Kempsville HS each day from 7:25 am–
12:00 pm.  At that point, she and the other GSA kids were 
bused to GSA in Norfolk, where they had instruction in their 
art form from 1:00–4:00 pm.  Then they are bused back to 
their high school, usually arriving home by 5:00 pm.  Every 
school day!!!  Plus there are rehearsals, auditions, and 
performances all year long that happen on top of that at 
night and on the weekends.  It is a grueling schedule, but the 
professional training, opportunities, and experiences make it 
worthwhile.  Beginning this August, Sarah will be studying 
Vocal Music in Newport News, Virginia, at Christopher 
Newport University, where she was awarded a voice lesson 
scholarship.  Best of luck, Sarah!

Caitlyn Taylor is an Advanced Studies honor graduate of 
Bayside High School in Virginia Beach as well as the 
prestigious Health Sciences (aka Pre-Med) Academy 
school-within-a-school there.  Students in the Health 
Sciences Academy are admitted by application to a more 
rigorous program of study than the regular high school 
students at Bayside.  They take a full load of classes every 
semester of high school, usually without any study blocks or 
even lunch in their daily schedule!  Many of the Health 
Sciences Academy courses are collegiate level and geared 
toward students on the pre-med track.  Caitlyn earned a 
Medallion for a 4.0+/4.0 GPA.  She also earned the Virginia 
Governor’s Certificate of Recognition for completing the 
Early Scholars Program.  Beginning this August, Caitlyn will 
be attending Ferrum College in Ferrum, Virginia, as part of 
their Honors Program.  She earned their top scholarship of 
$20,000/year as well as scholarships from the Independence 
Middle School PTA and the GFWC Women’s Club of 
Tidewater.  All the best, Caitlyn!

IAS Adult Princess 2008 Katie Morse will again be 
bicycling 100+ miles with Bike to the Beach to raise 
awareness and funds for Autism Speaks!  She says, “…I do 
realize that everyone has their own financial limitations, 
commitments, and personal goals, so any amount that you 

might be able to contribute, whether it be $5 or $50, would 
be greatly appreciated!  Thank you all for your continuous 
support!”  To donate, visit this website.  https://
portal.biketothebeach.org/individual-fundraising/
katymegh

Well done to IAS Adult Princess 2005 Carrie McCabe 
Gordon who is raising money for “Livi’s Cause” in the 7th 
Annual RunWalk for the Kids to benefit the Children’s 
Hospital of The Kings Daughters.  

“Livi” is Olivia Meehan, a beautiful little girl of Irish 
descent on both 
sides.  She 
visits CHKD 
frequently for a 
rare blood 
disorder as well 
as a recently 
diagnosed 
brain condition.  
CHKD 
provides her 
(and many 
other children) 
with the best 
treatment 
available.

IAS Adult 
Princesses 2007 
Erin Morrissey 
and 2000 
Lynnette Fitch 
Brash (pictured above) also walked with Carrie.  It’s 
personal.  Carrie is good friends with Olivia Meehan’s aunt 
Terri.  Erin frequently volunteers at CHKD with her certified 
therapy dog (and cancer survivor) Teddy, who also joined 
them on the walk in his official CHKD “Buddy Brigade” 
therapy dog “uniform”.  Lynnette went to Kempsville High 
School with the entire Meehan Clan (Mary, Peggy, Kathy, 
Terri, and Geoff, who is Livi’s daddy) and practically spent 
more time at their house than her own growing up.  Please 
consider donating to this very worthy cause. http://
www.firstgiving.com/fundraiser/kathleengordon/runwalk-
for-the-kids-7th-annual

Happy June Birthday to IAS Teen Princess 2005 Sara 
Rhodes!  Sara is majoring in Theatre Design Tech at 
Christopher Newport University, dancing in the “Celtic 
Fyre” show at Busch Gardens Ireland, and enjoying the 
summer season with her boyfriend John.  Also, Happy 
Birthday to IAS Multicultural Alliance of Virginia Pageant 
Princess Amanda Aasheim Knapp’s daughter Josephine 
(aka “Josie”) who turned 1 this June!

The Princess Diaries,  continued . . .July  2012
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IN THE SPOTLIGHT

by Mary Ann Bromley

Let's meet . . . JOHN JOHNSON, our 
new Junior Vice President of The Irish 

American Society.  John is also a member of The Scottish 
Society of Tidewater.  When members told him about IAS he 
was curious, attended some of our functions, liked what he 
saw and joined us !

AND we are VERY happy he did !
John was born in Green Bay, Wisconsin May 19, 1955.  He 

grew up in a Catholic home with 2 brothers and 3 sisters.  His 
mother worked in retail and took care of his large family.  
Sadly, John’s dad passed away when John was in second 
grade.  John’s mother’s family comes from Scotland; his dad’s 
family comes from Ireland.

After graduating High School, John joined the U.S. Navy at 
the young age of 19.  Boot camp was at Great Lakes Training 
Center.  His first duty station was Alameda, California.  He 
served on several West Pack Cruises, which were 9 months 
long back then!  He traveled to Japan, Korea, Thailand and 
Philippine Islands.  In 1977, John left the Navy, returning to 
Green Bay and working various jobs.  But, he missed Navy life 
and decided to go back in!  Good for you John !  He was 
fortunate to travel to Italy, France, Germany, England, Spain 
and Portugal.  John also was active during “Desert Storm”.  
John had a tour of duty at The Pentagon, where he met his 
wife.  They were married in Washington DC.  John retired 
from the Navy as First Class Quarter Master and settled in Va. 
Beach.   He worked for Emerson Cigar Co. in V.B. for a while.  
He is now working for Hillers Systems, Inc., which is a fire 
protection company, for the past 12 years.  John works in the 
repair and service departments and takes care of fire systems 
on ships, in restaurants and schools.

John has 2 daughters and a son.  He was a single parent, 
raising Justin and Lindsey for 7-8 years.  John is divorced and 
available ladies!  In his spare time, he likes to watch sports on 

TV, especially football and hockey.  He is big fan of Green Bay 
Packers, of course, and Admirals!   He also likes to go to the 
beach.  John was very busy recently volunteering at Op Sail as 
a ships liaison on the British and Danish ships.  He took crew 
members to meetings, events, etc. and crew gave John and 
other 
volunteers 
a special 
“thank 
you”, by 
taking 
them on a 2 
hour cruise 
aboard the 
“Pride of 
Baltimore” 
ship.  Way 
to go 
Matey!

John is 
quite an 
asset to 
IAS.  He 
attends the 
monthly 
Board 
meetings 
and IAS 
meetings, 
Finnegan’s 
Wake, Irish 
breakfasts at 
Murphy’s Pub, very 
involved with St. 
Patrick’s parade and he has agreed to be part of IAS “Honor 
Guard”, taking Tim O’Neil’s place.  John, we thank you for 
your service to our country!  We thank you for all your help 
with the IAS in the short time you have been a member!  We 
truly hope you stay with us for many years!  May God bless 

John "Jaws" Johnson - photo by Jim Hagerty 
- "Don't miss the fun -- see you on the next 

IAS & Friends Cruise!

IRISH AMERICAN SOCIETY OF TIDEWATER Officers  -May 2012 - May 2014

(left to right)   Treasurer – Mike Bromley, President – Lynnette Fitch Brash,
Sr. Vice-President – Joe Brady, Jim Hagerty 2012 Elections Chair, Recording 

Secretary – Mary Ann Bromley, Jr. Vice-President – John "JJ" Johnson
(not pictured) Financial Secretary – Kerry Sinclair
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(Note: Cu is Gaelic for dog!)

On Sunday, May 27, the Irish Wolfhound Association of the Mid-South (IWAMS) held their annual picnic in Suffolk, VA 
with a record 27 hounds and 34 owners and friends in attendance!  

The hounds got to try out lure coursing and their owners and friends heard an interesting talk about the legalities of dog 
ownership from the VA Federation of Dog Clubs.  A great time was had by all and it was especially fun to see so many irish 
wolfhounds in one place.  It was not hard to imagine what a fearsome sight they would be in war or hunting down wolves.

IWAMS will be hosting the National Irish Wolfhound Show with over 300 Irish Wolfhounds next spring at the Crowne 
Plaza from Monday, April 29 - Thursday, May 2, in Asheville, NC.  We have our work cut out for us!  To learn more about 
IWAMS go to: www.iwams.org or feel free to contact me at: feyconri@gmail.com

submitted by Heather Burns 

CU CORNER!

We have both happy and sad news in the 
Cu Corner this month. 

Heather lost her beautiful Irish 
wolfhound rescue girl Maggie Rose 

Burns this month.
6/12/2005 - 6/17/2012.  RIP, Maggie.


