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The Irish Connection

The Irish American 
Society of

Tidewater, Virginia, 
was established in 
1980 to promote
and preserve Irish 

culture, and all things 
distinctly Irish.

Membership is open
to persons of Irish

birth or ancestry, as
well as those

persons who have
an interest in Irish 
history and culture.

Meetings are held
the first Thursday

of every month at the
Church of the 

Ascension  
Community Center

4853 Princess
Anne Rd 

Virginia Beach, VA.
Doors open at

6:30 p.m.,
the meeting usually 
gets underway at

7:00 p.m.,
ending at 9:00 p.m.

Our next meeting:June 7, 2012

Dear Fellow Irish American Society members, 

As May draws to a close, we of course pay our 
respects to the past and current service of our 
US military members.  The Irish have a long 
warrior history, and in America the Irish often 
became part of the nation through military 
service.  Like many of you, my father, my 
grandfather, and various uncles and cousins 
served during wartime.  We all have family 
and friends who have either worn the uniform 
OR who have kept the family together while 
the service member was away.  Four of our 
current IAS officers are either retired military 
or in the reserves.  Mary Ann Bromley is a 
USN daughter, wife, AND mother!

The IAS in years past had a tradition of going 
up to the Viet Nam Wall on both Memorial 
Day and Veterans Day to salute our Irish 
fallen.  We also frequently make group trips to 
Arlington National Cemetery where we honor 
our deceased friends and family who rest in 
that hallowed ground.  Please let me know if 
you have a loved one buried in Arlington; I 
would like to compile a master list for our 
website of IAS former members and IAS 
family members who are there.

Our IAS Officer Elections took place at the 
May meeting, as per our by-laws, since this is 
an even-numbered year.  Many thanks to Jim 
Hagerty who did a phenomenal job as the 2012 
Elections Chair for the IAS. He was very 
fastidious about making sure all i's were 
dotted and all t's were crossed - and he was 
HILARIOUS as the MC for the night as well!!!.

You missed out on some interesting “campaign 
speeches” if you weren’t at the May meeting.  
Let’s just say we have some characters in our 
midst, many of whom evidently have kissed 
the Blarney Stone a time or two!  In all 
seriousness, though, my husband Edward 
remarked to me afterward that he found it 

quite inspiring to hear via their prepared 
remarks how all the officers became involved 
in their Irish heritage and the IAS.  It was neat 
to learn how various people helped forge the 
links in this continuing IAS chain.  The IAS is a 
volunteer organization, after all, and the fact 
that it is still going strong in its fourth decade 
is something about which I believe we should 
all be both proud and protective.

Without any further ado, please allow me to 
present your newly-elected (by unanimous 
acclamation) IRISH AMERICAN SOCIETY 
OF TIDEWATER Officers for the May 2012 - 
May 2014 term! I am very proud to serve our 
local Irish community alongside such a strong 
and dedicated team of officers. 

President – Lynnette Fitch Brash
Senior Vice-President – Joe Brady 
Junior Vice-President – John "JJ" Johnson 
Treasurer – Mike "The Brom" Bromley
                   (also Immediate Past President)
Recording Secretary – Mary Ann Bromley 
Financial Secretary – Kerry Sinclair

In addition to a great June program on 
“Searching for Your Irish Ancestors” given by 
research librarian, genealogist, and IAS 
member Patricia Little Taylor, we also have 
some fun plans for summer outings for the IAS 
& friends.  Look elsewhere in the newsletter 
for info on the 4 pm Sunday, June 24th 
Dolphin Cruise in Virginia Beach which Joe 
Brady has planned for us.  Info is also coming 
soon on an Irish Micro-Brewery Tour in 
Norfolk that John Johnson is working on for 
us.
           

Faugh a Ballagh!  Slán go fóill!  (Clear the 
Way!  ‘Bye for now!)

President's Corner

        Lynnette    m
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look for us on Facebook!

• Meeting called to order by Lynnette Brash 
7pm.

• She said presentation at June meeting will 
be about Genealogy.  Tonight is Election 
Night!  Every 2 years, IAS Board members 
are elected.

• Lynnette explained since Financial 
Secretary, Kerry Sinclair was not at this 
meeting, or last month’s meeting, or at 
Board Meeting, a temporary Financial 
Secretary is needed tonight to help with 
financial business.   Edward Brash 
volunteered & after meeting helped 
Treasurer Mike Bromley.

• Election Chairman, Jim Hagerty spoke 
next.  He explained about electing officers 
for 2 years as per the By-Laws.  Next 
elections will be May, 2014.  May is IAS 
annual, corporate & official meeting.

• Current IAS Board members willing to stay 
for 2 more years are:

• Lynnette Brash-President
• Joseph Brady-Senior Vice President
• Mike Bromley-Treasurer
• Kerry Sinclair-Financial Secretary
• Mary Ann Bromley-Recording Secretary

• There is one nominee for Junior Vice 
President-John Johnson.

• Floor was open for nominations or write-in 
ballot.  Nominee must be willing to run, 
dues paid up for 2012 & eligible member!

• Jim explained secret ballot for nominees 
with help from Election committee 
members: Ray Grinnell & Linda Batten.

• Nominations began.......no one interested; 
motion was made by Jack Kennedy.  

• Jim introduced current IAS Board 
members, who each gave a short summary 
of their “job” on the Board & personal life.

• Voting began.....John Johnson elected 
Junior V.P. & current Board members re-
elected.  Unanimous vote by Mary Ann 
Bromley to elect the officers as presented 
on the ballot was passed!

• Meeting ended 8pm
• All enjoyed refreshments and 

entertainment by Dr. Edward Brash.  
Thank you to Eileen & George Collins for 
the beautiful “Mother’s Day” refreshment 
table decorations.  Thank you to all who 
brought desserts, they are much 
appreciated.

Submitted by: Mary Ann Bromley

Meeting Minutes - May 2012

mailto:lorishea@aol.com
mailto:lorishea@aol.com
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Congratulations to IAS Teen 
Princess 2008 and An Cor Rud 
championship dancer Maggie 
Wilcox who was recently chosen 
to be a paid counselor for the 
Camp Rince Ceol summer 2012 
sessions in Schenectady, NY!  
These positions are very highly 
coveted in the Irish dance 

community, so well done, Maggie!  If you want to learn 
more about the camp, which has an east coast and a west 
coast location, visit their Facebook page and/or their 
website. www.irishdancecamp.com

Best wishes also to IAS Adult Princess 2003 Tamara 
Cervi who is following her heart and her job down to 
Florida this summer!  She’s taking a new position with the 
same company, and her new home will be in Orlando.  We 
are sad she will be geographically farther away from us, 
but we’re delighted she’s so happy and wish her all the 
best!  More specific details coming as they develop…

Congratulations to IAS Adult Princess 2001 Danielle 
Donovan Dunn and the entire Donovan clan on the birth 
of her new niece, Reese Cathleen Donovan.  This is the 
third child of Danielle’s brother John and his wife Jackie, 
and it brings the total grandchild count for Admiral and 
Mrs. Donovan up to 26!

Felicitations to IAS Adult Princess 2000 Lynnette Fitch 
Brash’s father-in-law “Big Ed” Brash who turned 80 this 
month!  Clan Brash drove down from Kingston, Ontario 
and up from Virginia Beach to “meet in the middle” in 
NYC for a fun weekend of celebrations.

Happy Birthday to IAS Adult Princesses Kate Collins 
O’Neill (2010), Erin Morrissey (2007), and Lynette 
Gilmour Crouch (2004)!  All were born in the very merry 
month of May.

By the way, if you are interested in ordering any 
decorative adhesive nail shields, Lynette Crouch is now 
selling them.  Visit her website!  
www.manipedibylynettie.jamberrynails.net.

Congratulations to IAS Teen Princess 2005 Sara Rhodes 
who made Dean’s List at Christopher Newport University 
and to IAS Junior Princess 2012 Aubree Musicant who 
made Principal’s List (straight A’s) for her report card! 
Cute, smart, and talented – that’s how the Irish 
grow ‘em! f

Congratulations also to Aubree’s mama, Aimee 
Crabtree Musicant, who wed her fiancé Mark Corbitt in a 
beautiful sunrise ceremony on the beach this month!  
Aimee and Mark also incorporated a family union 
ceremony into the occasion, giving each of their children a 
claddagh ring.  The breakfast reception afterward was at 
Murphy’s Grand Irish Pub.  Best wishes to the happy 
couple, and congrats all around to our “Clan McKewl”!

The Princess Diaries,  continued . . .June 2012
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IN THE SPOTLIGHT

by Mary Ann Bromley

Let's meet . . . MARY GRINNELL, a new member of The 
Irish American Society.  Mary went to Murphy’s Grand 
Irish Pub with Ray Grinnell for an Irish breakfast and 
enjoyed herself very much.  She also joined Ray and 
several members of IAS on a trip to the Vietnam Wall.  
Mary told me she was very nervous at first, since she 
didn’t know anyone, but the IAS folks warmly received 
her and made her feel very welcome, and Mary decided to 
become a member!
The month of June is special to Mary, as she turns the big 
“6 0” on June 9th (she looks much younger !!) and her first 
wedding anniversary to Ray is June 23rd.  Well, congrats 
on both occasions!

Mary was born in Bermuda, since her Dad was a Navy 
career man, stationed on an aircraft carrier there. Mary 
grew up on a farm in Atoka, Tenn. with a younger brother 
and sister.  Mary’s Dad was an instructor at NAS in 
Millington, Tenn. but got transferred to Long Island, N.Y. 
when Mary was in the 6th grade.  In her Junior and Senior 
years of High School, Mary attended Beauty School half 
days, while keeping up her regular studies.  Two days 
after graduation, Mary passed her State 
Board exam and received her Beautician 
license! Way to go Mary!  At the age of 
18, Mary married her first husband Jack, 
who was in the Air Force, moving them 
to Madrid, Spain.  Mary had to adjust to 
a foreign country, language, customs, 
etc., but she did just fine and worked as 
a hairdresser on the Air Force Base.  
Amazing gal!  Jack left the Air Force, 
moving to Va. Beach where his family 
lived.  Mary and Jack were blessed with 
a daughter.  After 32 ½ years, the 
marriage ended.  
Mary continued her career and met 
Claire Grinnell, who had been a client 
for many years, before becoming Ray’s 
second wife.  Mary not only cut her hair, 
she also cut Ray’s as well!  Sadly, Claire 
passed away after a short marriage.  
Mary continued being friends with Ray 
and when he needed knee surgery, Mary 
took care of him.  

They started dating, fell in love and were married by 
Father Jim Parke in the Chapel at Ascension 6/23/11.  Ray 
has been a member of IAS for MANY years.  He is a retired 
Navy Commander.  He has 3 children and 4 
grandchildren.  

 Mary and Ray have been to Bermuda and 2 Caribbean 
cruises.  They hope to vacation in Ireland one of these 
days.  Mary is working on her family genealogy.  She 
found out her Dad’s family came from Ireland in the 
1700’s.  Her mother’s family came from England.  Mary 
still enjoys working as a hairdresser from her shop at her 
home called “Shear Joy”.  

 She also loves nature.  In 1999 she ran a major campaign 
to save “Stumpy Lake” and won!  In 2001 she attended 
Master Gardening School at V.B. Agriculture Center.  Mary 
is also a “birder”.  Since her back yard borders Stumpy 
Lake’s nature preserve, she feeds 14 varieties of birds.   She 
also collects pottery and has many different kinds from all 
over Europe.

Mary attends many IAS socials and, if not working, 
attends monthly meetings.  We do hope Mary and Ray 
stay members of the IAS for many years. And, again, 
Happy Birthday and Happy Anniversary!
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Condolences to Linda & Gene Batten on the loss this 
month of their beloved Havanese Lacy, to Mary Ann and 
Mike Bromley on the loss this month of their shepherd/
rottweiller mix buddy Chub, and to Thelma and Ian 
Tweed on the loss this month of their faithful English 
Sheepdog Duncan.   All three dogs lived long and happy 
lives, but it is never easy to say goodbye to an adored 
canine companion.  For the Battens, the Bromleys, the 
Tweeds, and all who have lost fur babies, we would like 
to print this prose poem, author unknown, popularly 
known as “The Rainbow Bridge”.

There is a bridge connecting Heaven and Earth.  It is 
called the Rainbow Bridge because of its many colors. 
Just this side of the Rainbow Bridge there is a land of 
meadows, hills and valleys with lush green grass. 

When a beloved pet dies, the pet goes to this place. There 
is always food and water and warm spring weather. All 
the animals who have been ill and old are restored to 
health and vigor; those who were hurt or maimed are 
made whole and strong again, just as we remember 
them in our dreams of days and times gone by.

The animals are happy and content, except for one small 
thing; they each miss someone very special to them, who 
had to be left behind. They all run and play together, but 
the day comes when one suddenly stops and looks into 
the distance. Her bright eyes are intent; her eager body 
begins to quiver. Suddenly she begins to run from the 
group, flying over the green grass,  her legs carrying her 
faster and faster. You have been spotted, and when you 
and your special friend finally meet, you cling together 
in joyous reunion. The happy kisses rain upon your 
face; your hands again caress the beloved head,  and you 
look once more into the trusting eyes of your pet, so 
long gone from your life but never absent from your 
heart.

Then you cross the Rainbow Bridge together, never 
again to be separated.

Feel free to submit news and/or pictures relating to Irish breed 
or Irish-owned dogs!

CU CORNER!

(Note: Cu is Gaelic for dog!)

The Little Waves of Breffny

The grand road from the mountain goes shining to the sea,
And there is traffic in it and many a horse and cart,
But the little roads of Cloonagh are dearer far to me,
And the little roads of Cloonagh go rambling through my heart.

A great storm from the ocean goes shouting o’er the hill,
And there is glory in it and terror on the wind,
But the haunted air of twilight is very strange and still,
And the little winds of twilight are dearer to my mind.

The great waves of the Atlantic sweep storming on their way,
Shining green and silver with the hidden herring shoal,
But the Little Waves of Breffny have drenched my heart in spray,
And the Little Waves of Breffny go stumbling through my soul.

POETRY CORNER

Eva Gore-Booth (22 May 1870 – 30 
June 1926) was an Irish poet and 
dramatist, and a committed suffragist, 
social worker and labour activist. She 
was born at Lissadell House, County 
Sligo

submitted by Joe Brady
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About the Irish Cottage . . . 
an Architectural Dilemma 

The Cottage you may have seen was designed to focus 
parade goers on one simple image that brings Ireland to 
mind. A white stone structure with sloping thatched 
roof, simple small windows and painted red door for the 
long front, and plain end walls with chimney(s), about 
does it. To present that to parade goers on both sides of 
the street meant depicting the facade twice, i.e.,both 
sides with end walls toward the front and back of the 
float. An observer at curb side sees an end wall, facade, 
and then another end wall just as if driving past a 
cottage from the road. The long rear wall is never seen. 
The Irish script banner The Irish Cottage insures rapid 
identification even to those partying since the previous 
evening. 
Working entrance doors on each side could not function 
with the 30” grade difference from street to cottage floor 
and no room for steps so the actual entrance is disguised 
in the chimney at one end. Because of the narrowness of 
the float, fencing is provided to suggest side yards and a 
ground level that is near the floor of the cottage. 
Authentic materials like thick, stone walls / thatched 
roof were out of the question. We substituted light wood 
walls protected with modern plastic coating and long 
life fiberglas and asphalt shingles of light tan color like 
thatch. The end walls project above the “thatch” as 
occurs in the authentic arrangement with thin plastic 

material to mimic slate wall cap or coping. An authentic 
cottage would not have, nor need, a roof overhang since 
rain on the stone walls would not matter. With far less 
durable walls and window sills it was essential to keep 
the rain away. Therefore, there are small roof overhangs 
and, while in winter storage, gutters and downspouts 
that will be removed for parades. Temporary window 
and upper ”Dutch” doors have been provided while in 
storage but they will be hinged open for parades. 
Saint Patrick's Day 2012 was unseasonably warm and 
sunny, far less typical of Ireland. Although the cottage 
can display a dozen smiling faces at the windows and 
doors, there were only Mary Ann Bromley and Princess 
Caitlyn in her beautiful dance outfit riding on the rear 
porch, greeting all with bright Irish smiles and much 
waving. On a future event with real March conditions 
there will be comfortable riding within for protection 
and for those who prefer not to march. With proper care 
and maintenance the cottage is ready for refinement or 
improvements and use for many years to come.

submitted by Jack Kennedy

St. Patrick 's Day Parade - norfolk, March 17, 2012
I imagine, dear readers, you've had enough March for one year; but, Jim Ramsey had one more picture from the parade  -  of Himself and your editor!(and, of course, our new Irish Cottage!)

Leabharlann (library)
submitted by Jack Kennedy

The Library - We continue to receive 
nice books from society members. If 
you haven’t looked lately you may 
just find one to read during the 
summer. Following Angela’s Ashes, 
'Tis, Teacher Man and A Monk 
Swimming we now have a pictorial 
that depicts Limerick as it was to the 
camera during the time of the 
McCourt brothers writings. It is 
called Through Irish Eyes. Paddy 
O’Doherty’s great collection must be 
returned so once again please check 
for any of his that may still be out. 
Call me at 625-0442 if I can help in 
retrieving them. 


