
The Irish American Society of Tidewater News       May  2012

The Irish Connection

The Irish American 
Society of

Tidewater, Virginia, 
was established in 
1980 to promote
and preserve Irish 

culture, and all things 
distinctly Irish.

Membership is open
to persons of Irish

birth or ancestry, as
well as those

persons who have
an interest in Irish 
history and culture.

Meetings are held
the first Thursday

of every month at the
Church of the 

Ascension  
Community Center

4853 Princess
Anne Rd 

Virginia Beach, VA.
Doors open at

6:30 p.m.,
the meeting usually 
gets underway at

7:00 p.m.,
ending at 9:00 p.m.

Our next meeting:May 3, 2012

Dear Fellow Irish American Society members, 

This month, I would like to start off by sending 
best wishes for a complete and speedy to recovery 
to all our various IAS members who are 
weathering illness and rehab this spring, including 
Immediate Past President and current Treasurer 
Mike Bromley who had a bout of pneumonia this 
month, current VP Joe Brady who was hospitalized 
several days this month and has some possible 
back surgeries coming down the pike, and long-
time member Marcy Burton Hunter who 
underwent knee replacement surgery.  

Sadly, we have a “Flowers of the Forest” feature 
this month, due to the loss of some of our former 
members as well as family members of current 
members.  Please take a moment to remember, and 
keep the families in your thoughts and prayers.

Our IAS Officer Elections will take place at the 
May meeting, as per our by-laws, since this is an 
even-numbered year.  Please see a letter from our 
Elections Chair, Jim Hagerty, elsewhere in this issue 
for more information.

It was wonderful to have Meghan Comaskey, 
TCRG, of the brand new Cumascaigh School of 
Irish Dance as our guest speaker for the April 
meeting, and we are delighted to welcome her and 
her school to the area. Her contact information is 
on the business card also on this page.   Meghan 
doesn’t have a school website up yet, but her 
school does have a Facebook page.  For anyone 
interested in taking classes from Meghan, her 
current schedule is as follows; 
additional Irish step dance classes are 
being added in both Yorktown and 
Newport News soon:

~> at Janna's International Dance 
Studio, 755 Thimble Shoals Drive, Suite 
C, Newport News, VA  23606

Adult Performance/Competition 
Irish Step Dance - Saturdays at 12 pm 

Beginner (5 and under) Irish Step 
Dance - Saturdays at 1 pm

Zumba Fitness - Wednesdays at 6 pm
~> at Riverside Wellness & Fitness 

Center, 12650 Jefferson Avenue, 
Newport News, VA  23602 

Zumba Fitness - Sundays at 4:30 pm

We are also fortunate to have two TCRG’s in 
Virginia Beach:  Derry native Heather Mailey-
Esposito and Boston native Debbie Souza Bristol.  
By the way, for those of you not already immersed 
in the Irish dance world, the acronym TCRG 
means Teagascóir Choimisiúin le Rinci Gaelacha, 
which means in Irish that the designee is an Irish 
Dance Teacher certified by An Coimisiún le Rincí 
Gaelacha (the international Irish Dance 
Commission) based in Dublin, Ireland.  In order for 
an Irish dance teacher’s students to be able to 
compete at events sanctioned by An Coimisiún, the 
teacher must have earned his/her TCRG.  As 
Meghan explained at the April meeting, getting 
your TCRG involves a grueling examination 
process.  

Heather’s school An Cor Rud (The Reel Thing) 
School of Irish Dance www.ancorrud.com has 
frequently supported the IAS over the years by 
performing for many Finnegan’s Wakes and 
marching in the Ocean View Parade with us.  
Debbie’s school The Rhythm of Ireland 
www.rhythmofireland.com puts on an annual 
recital and also hosts a feis (Irish culture 
competition, primarily featuring step dancing) in 
our area each fall.

Continued on page  – 2

President's Corner

http://www.ancorrud.com
http://www.ancorrud.com
http://www.rhythmofireland.com
http://www.rhythmofireland.com
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The Irish American 
Society of 
Tidewater

P.O. Box 9614
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23450

OFFICERS

 President
  Lynnette Fitch Brash

 Vice President
 Joseph Brady

 Treasurer
  Mike Bromley

 Secretary
 MaryAnn Bromley
 Financial Secretary

Kerry Sinclair

MEMBERSHIP
Betsy Kennedy

HOSPITALITY
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SUNSHINE 
COMMITTEE
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NEWSLETTER
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lorishea@aol.com

INTERNET NEWS
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WEBMASTER
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WEB SITE
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look for us on Facebook!

• Meeting called to order by Lynnette Brash.
• Welcomed Meghan Comaskey (our guest 

speaker), Irish dancer, teacher & dance school 
owner.

• Floor was open for birthdays, anniversaries, 
new members.

• V.P. Joe Brady in hospital with possible stroke.
• Thanked Lori Shea for great 10 page April 

newsletter.
• Mike Bromley gave Treasurers report: 
! Savings: $245.75
! Checking: $1,116.57
• Mike presented IAS with check from Finnegan’s 

Wake of $1,316.00 profit!
• Lynnette was pleased with turn out for St. 

Patrick ’s Day parade.  Thanked Erin & Joyce 
for IAS shirts & dog coats.  Thanked Lynette 
Crouch for tickets to Chieftains concert.

• Scott MacGregor spoke about St. Baldrick’s 
organization; Mike Bromley gave him check 
from IAS.

• Kathleen Myrick spoke about Va. Breast Cancer 
Foundation, luncheon & fashion show 4/21 
Omni Hotel, Newport News.....Golf tournament 
in October.  Both fund raisers.  Mike B. gave her 
a check from IAS. Kathleen is a 10 year breast 
cancer survivor!

• “Election Chairman” Jim Hagerty spoke about 
May IAS elections. If you wish to nominate 
someone or run yourself, contact him at: 
757-287-3443 or Email: 
jimbohagerty@gmail.com (by May 
2nd)......Positions open: President, Vice 
President, Junior Vice President, Treasurer, 
Financial Secretary, Recording Secretary.  All are 
a 2 year term.

• Irish breakfast...Murphy’s Grand Irish Pub 
4/22, 10am, buffet style.

• Hurling Club meeting 4/15 Thomas Eaton 
Middle School.

• John Johnson working on possible O’Connor’s 
brewery tour.

• Jack Kennedy thanked Cecilia Davitt-Thomas 
for donating many books to IAS library.

• Betsy Kennedy will give new member count at 
May meeting.

• Vera Dotson needs new members Email 
addresses.

• Kerry Sinclair absent from meeting.
• Lynnette reminded us: with our IAS 

membership, discounts are available at 
Murphy’s, Erin’s Treasures & Pixies Treasures.

• Dr. Edward Brash entertained us with songs & 
music.

• Presentation 7:45pm
• Meghan Comaskey spoke about 

“Cumascaigh” (Gaelic spelling) School of Irish 
Dance, which she opened in Newport News 
(Thimble Shoals, off Route #17).  Meghan was 
born in Bronx, NY, but grew up in a very Irish 
neighborhood & family in New Jersey. All her 
older siblings were born in Ireland.  She began 
Irish dancing when she was 5 years old.  She 
brought her beautiful costumes to meeting. 
Meghan has been dancing for 35 years & has 
competed in Regional, National & World 
Championships.  She took a grueling exam to 
become a “certified”  dance instructor.  Her 
school teaches all ages!  Meghan married a 
wonderful Canadian in Ireland.  They have 2 
sons and a daughter.

• Presentation ended 8:20pm
• Thank you to all who brought 

desserts......greatly appreciated!
                            Submitted by: Mary Ann Bromley

Meeting Minutes - APRIL 2012

Continued from page – 1- 

Both schools regularly send qualifying 
competitors to the Southeastern Region 
Oireachtas, both schools have dancers who have 
placed in the National and World Championships, 
and both schools have danced multiple years in 
the Virginia International Tattoo at the Norfolk 
Scope.

Our area is also lucky to have one of Heather’s 
former students, Lisa Hunt Burgess, a long-time 
IAS member and IAS Adult Princess 2002, as an 
Irish dance teacher.  After 15 years of classical 
ballet training growing up, Lisa decided to study 
Irish dance as an adult.  She qualified twice for the 
World Championships and competed in Ireland 
both years.  She also toured professionally as an 
Irish dancer with the show Common Ground and 
the Irish traditional band Glen Road and 
appeared onstage dancing with the Chieftains and 
the Eileen Ivers Band during local appearances.  
Lisa has a special love for ceili and set dancing 

and has done many Irish social dance workshops 
at Boston College, CCE conventions, and even in 
Belfast, Northern Ireland.  Lisa opened her own 
studio in 2007 in Williamsburg and teaches non-
competitive performance and Ceili classes. She 
also offers practice classes in Williamsburg and 
Richmond for out-of-town registered ACR 
students.  Locally, she holds Ceili classes for 
adults, teaches beginner (perfect pre-ballet, pre-
Irish, or pre-Highland dance) classes for the wee 
ones, and calls dances for various events. She can 
be reached by e-mail at lhunt23@cox.net or by cell 
phone at 757-375-5333.

Bealtaine Shona!  Slán go fóill! 

(Happy May Day!  ‘Bye for now!)

        Lynnette    m

mailto:lorishea@aol.com
mailto:lorishea@aol.com
mailto:jimbohagerty@gmail.com
mailto:jimbohagerty@gmail.com
mailto:lhunt23@cox.net
mailto:lhunt23@cox.net
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A few minutes with Colm. . .

For those of you who were 
lucky enough to be at 
Murphy’s Virginia Beach 
for the South Eastern 
Celtic Festival last 
September, 2011, you had 
the opportunity to hear the 
smooth melodies of Colm 
O’Brien.  Colm was born 
and raised in Ireland.  He 
was born into a musical 
family, was encouraged to 
sing from a very young 
age and began teaching 
himself guitar at age 15.  
Picking up invaluable 
experience from musicians 
from Dublin to Achill 
Island, led to a wide 
musical experimentation 
for Colm.  In 1996, Colm 
realized that the corporate 

world held naught for him 
and he decided to perform 
professionally.  After three 
years of performing in 
Ireland, he came to the 
United States to pursue a 
full time music career.

Some of the bands that he 
held membership with, in 
the United States, were Fatal 
Flower, Uncle Arthur, Rud 
Eile, and The Prodigals.  
Some of you may recall The 
Prodigals.  They fell in the 
same genre as Black 47 and 
The Pogues.  In 2003, Colm’s 
first CD “It Is What It Is” was 
released and it was voted Top 10 Irish Albums by the Irish Voice, 
in 2005.  Colm has, once again, decided to go out on his own and 
has just finished his latest CD entitled “Back To Work?”.   You 
can see Colm in the North Eastern part of the U.S.; Rhode 
Island, Boston and Hartford, CT.  It was truly a pleasure for the 
Tidewater area to hear the talented gracious tones of Colm 
O’Brien.  Colm was thankful at the welcome he received from 
everyone at Murphy’s and the great warmth of the crowd, 
regardless of the typically Irish weather that September 
weekend.

You can find more information on Colm at 
www.colmobrien.com and follow Colm on Facebook.

FRESH EIRE
Keeping up with

Irish Events!

IAS 
member 
Cecilia 
Thomas 
visiting 
(again!) 
with Irish 
Tenor 
Anthony 
Kearns at 
a recent 
concert.
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Best of luck to IAS Adult Princess 2001 
Danielle Donovan Dunn’s eldest brother, 
Col. Frank Donovan.   Frank is 
commanding officer of the 24th Marine 
Expeditionary Unit.  They deployed this 
month from Camp Lejeune for an eight-
month tour, probably in the Middle East.  
Visit this link for more information about 

the deployment.  http://www.jdnews.com/articles/
deployment-102089-donovan-month.html

WELL DONE to our IAS Teen Princess 2005 Sara Rhodes, who 
danced beautifully in the World Championships of Irish Step 
Dance in Belfast earlier this month.  Don’t forget you can see Sara 
performing again this year in the “Celtic Fyre” show at Busch 
Gardens Ireland!

Happy Birthday to IAS Junior Princess 2012 Aubree Musicant!   
Aubree turned ten on Friday the 13th of April!

Welcome back to IAS Adult Princess 2003 Tamara Cervi, who 
traveled to the Emerald Isle this month with her mother to do 
some genealogy research and visit cousins in Co. Cavan.  If we 
are lucky, maybe she will do a little write up with some of her 
excellent pictures from the trip – hint, hint!  v

Looks like our MAVA Princess 2000 Amanda Aasheim Knapp 
and her hubby Steven better get ready for another baby girl - 
Josie will become a big sis this September!  Daddy will be 
deployed at the time, so Granma Rusty, Grampy Lars, and 
Auntie Carlyn definitely will be helping Mama Amanda out.  

Congratulations to IAS Adult Princess 2004 Lynette Gilmour 
Crouch and her husband Tommy Crouch on their 6th wedding 
anniversary this April. 

The Princess Diaries,  continued . . .May 2012

IN THE SPOTLIGHT

by Mary Ann Bromley

Let's meet . . . TOM MOONEY, a member 
of The Irish American Society and the 
owner of the most wonderful, terrific pub, 
“Murphy’s Grand Irish Pub” at 29th & 

Pacific in Va. Beach.  We heard about Murphy’s from the late Tom 
Porter, who visited it when they first opened in the summer of 
2003.  Word soon spread what a great place this was and many 
IAS members, including my husband Mike and me, started going 
down to the oceanfront to “check it out”.  Back then, that part of 
the oceanfront was remote and much undeveloped.  Tom said it 
was a struggle at first, especially the winter months.  But, we all 
loved going to Murphy’s, with the good food, friendly service 
and cozy fireplace!  Gradually, more and more development 
exploded at that end of the strip and Murphy’s became a very 
famous Irish Pub!

Tom was born March 14, 1970 in McLean, Va. He grew up with 
2 older sisters and a younger brother.  Tom’ s parents, Tom Sr. 
and Melinda, have owned Murphy’s Grand Irish Pub in Old 
Town Alexandria since Tom was about 7-8 years old.  He told me 
he also grew up in and around a pub! Way to go Tom!   His 
mother was manager and ran the pub, while Tom’s father was 
head attorney and chief council for a Congressman who ran the 
Judiciary committee on Capitol Hill.  His Irish roots can be traced 
to his paternal grandparents, who came from County Cork, 
Ireland.  His maternal great grandmother also came from the 
Emerald Isle.  Tom graduated from Plymouth State University 
(New Hampshire), with a degree in Environmental Biology and a 
degree in Chemistry.  After college, he worked for U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service in both Florida and Alaska.  Tom met his lovely 
wife Ann in college and they have been married for over 16 
years.  They have been blessed with 2 daughters and 2 sons.  Ann 
worked for a California Congressman on Capitol Hill before the 
children arrived.  She is now a full time Mom, housewife and 
helps Tom at Murphy’s often.  Tom was about to go back to 

Alaska with his job, when his 
family needed help in the pub in 
Alexandria.  Tom has stayed in 
the “pub business” ever since.  
His parents were looking to 
expand and Tom and Ann 
would stay in Va. Beach but 
looked around in Norfolk.  
Then, “Rigatoni’s” was for sale 
and it soon became “Murphy’s”!  
FANTASTIC!
The IAS has enjoyed MANY 
socials, parties, our 25th 
anniversary, fund raisers, Irish 

breakfasts, etc. at Murphy’s.  We 
always have been treated extremely well by Tom and his staff.  I 
had Mike’s 65th birthday party and a “Welcome Home from 
Iraq” party for our son Joe at Murphy’s.  Both WONDERFUL 
events!  Mike and I will never, ever forget the kindness and 
generosity of Tom and his staff for supplying food and drinks at 
our daughter Colleen’s funeral reception in our Church hall in 
2005.

Besides being owner of the pub, Tom enjoys spending time 
with his children, who play soccer, field hockey, basketball, and 
wrestling.  Tom has started a commercial fishing business, 
supplying fresh fish for restaurants.  He said this is crabbing 
season and the fresh crab cakes are out of this world.  Yum, must 
get some soon!   Tom is also head of a restaurant management 
group.  He spends half a week in V.B., half in Alexandria and also 
visits Murphy’s in Washington DC.  Busy man !!  Tom has 
traveled to Ireland, Canada, and many U.S. states.  Murphy’s 
participates in the St. Patrick’s parade with their adorable horse 
drawn carriage.  We thank Tom for all he has done for the IAS; 
the discounts, gift certificates, donations to our charities and just 
GREAT times at his Grand Irish Pub.  We all just enjoyed another 
wonderful Irish breakfast at Murphy’s 4/22 and will be back for 
many more.  May God continue to bless Tom and his beautiful 
family.  SLAINTE TOM !
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Dogs on the job.…

Although most people do not realize it, there are a lot of dogs that have jobs!  Some are work dogs, some very special 
ones are service dogs.  There are some that are used for volunteer work.  There are often misconceptions about the 
different categories of jobs that dogs have. 
 
Here are just a few of the types of jobs that dogs: 
 
Work dogs - Work dogs are used for police work.  These dogs are usually German Shepherd Dogs although other 
breeds are sometimes used. These dogs are trained to track, search buildings, and apprehend suspects.  Some of these 
work dogs are dual trained which means they are not only  trained and certified to track, search, and apprehend but 
they are also trained to find illegal narcotics.  Customs often uses Beagles (because they are a friendly non-aggressive 
breed and have a great nose) to search luggage/packages at airports to find food/fruit being brought into the U.S. 
illegally.
 
Service dogs - These great dogs change the lives of their people!  Usually Golden Retrievers or Labradors Retrievers 
(some other breeds as well) are used in this type of work.  These dogs aid visually impaired, hearing  impaired, 
or people with other disabilities (wheelchair bound) in their everyday life.  They are able to turn lights on and off, get a 
cordless phone to their person, open the refrigerator door, pick up something as small as a credit card off the floor and 
so much more! Some dogs can even help people with seizures and can sense when one is about to happen and alert 
their person in time to get help before the seizure occurs.  These special dogs help their person live a more independent 
life.
 
Search and Rescue (SAR) - Many different breeds are used for Search and Rescue work.  This is usually a volunteer 
service.  Search and Rescue dogs are certified for one or more of several categories in SAR : air scent, human remains 
detection and trailing to search for people that are lost. They work in all weather conditions.  SAR dogs were used at the 
Oklahoma City bombing, The World Trade Center 9/11, and closer to home...in Gloucester after the tornadoes last year. 
 
Therapy Dogs -  This particular category is near an dear to me!  These dogs are awesome!  Any breed can participate.  
This program is for emotional support only.  The dogs are certified through one of several therapy dog organizations.  
They visit people in nursing homes, hospitals, hospice and wherever else they are needed. I know from experience that 
they put a smile on a patient's face when she hadn't smiled in a week, they 
brighten the day of the parents, family, and friend of those in the hospital.  
Even the doctors, nurses, and other hospital staff stop to pet the dog. 
 

Please remember to STOP and ASK before petting any dog. 

submitted by Erin Morrissey - her beagle Teddy is a certified Therapy Dog
who volunteers regularly with Erin at CHKD.

CU CORNER!

(Note: Cu is Gaelic for dog!)
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THE EARTH AND MAN

A little sun, a little rain,
A soft wind blowing from the west,

And woods and fields are sweet again,
And warmth within the mountain's breast.

So simple is the earth we tread,
So quick with love and life her frame,

Ten thousand years have dawned and fled,
And still her magic is the same.

A little love, a little trust,
A soft impulse, a sudden dream,

And life as dry as desert dust
Is fresher than a mountain stream.

So simple is the heart of man,
So ready for new hope and joy;

Ten thousand years since it began
Have left it younger than a boy.

POETRY CORNER

Stopford Augustus Brooke (14 
November 1832 – 18 March 1916) was an 
Irish churchman and writer.
He was born in Letterkenny, Donegal.

submitted by Joe Brady

       Flowers of the Forest

Our sympathies and condolences to the families and friends of those who lost loved ones this year:
Nancy Lloyd Corner, former President of the IAS in 1991-1992, passed away on January 28, 2012 at the 
age of 73.

Mary Ann Bromley's aunt, Marie Schimmel, her Dad's 98 year old 
sister, passed away on April 19th.

Ruby Knapp Boal, 76, of Seeley's Bay, Ontario, Canada - beloved aunt 
of Dr. Edward Brash and great aunt of Sarah and Olivia Brash, 
passed away on April 22nd.

Art Lukens, long-time member of the Society, husband of Peggy 
Lukens and father of Chris, passed away on April 14th.

Peggy and Art Lukens

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ireland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ireland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Letterkenny
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Letterkenny
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Donegal
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Donegal
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St. Patrick 's Day

Parade -  norfolk

March 17, 2012

March may be over but the

celebration isn't

quite done yet!

Pictures compliments of

Sylvio & Nancy Canu
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IAS ELECTIONS

Irish American Society of Tidewater Officer Elections will take place at the May 2012 meeting, as per our by-laws, since this 
is an even-numbered year.  The following is a letter from our Elections Chair, Jim Hagerty:

At our monthly meeting on Thursday, May 3 2012, the IAS will be voting on those who will be leading us 
through the next two years.  We are seeking nominations for the following:

President
Senior Vice President

Junior Vice President (currently vacant)
Treasurer

Financial Secretary
Recording Secretary

The duties of each position can be seen in our official IAS By-Laws, last revised November 2010, and posted 
both on our website www.IRLUSA.org (in the Society Background section) and in our Facebook group as a 
document.

You must have your 2012 dues paid in order to nominate, run, and/or vote in the IAS election.  You must be 
present at the May meeting to vote.   If you want to nominate someone else to run for office, please contact me.   
Make sure you have asked your nominee in advance whether he/she is willing to run.

If you wish to run for office, please reply by sending a resume, not more than one page, about what experience 
you have that could help the IAS.  I will be emailing a compilation of all the nominees received by the end of 
April out to the membership prior to the election. Copies will also be available at the May election meeting.

Jim Hagerty
IAS Election Committee Chair
jimbohagerty@gmail.com
757-287-3443

CEAD MILE FAILTE!

One hundred thousand welcomes to all new and returningTidewater Irish American Society members!   
We look forward to enjoying fun and friendship with you in the coming months and years!

By IAS Membership Chair, Betsy Rivers-Kennedy

Susan & Bookie Bland
Margaret Buckley

Janet & William Earnest
Dana Fleming

Mary, Peter & Jean Gordon
John Johnson

Mary Jane McCarthy
Matthew, Jennifer and Erin Morrison 

Eileen Walker
Ann, David, Joseph, and Elizabeth Watson 

http://www.IRLUSA.org/
http://www.IRLUSA.org/

