
The Irish American 
Society of

Tidewater, Virginia, 
was established in 
1980 to promote
and preserve Irish 

culture, and all things 
distinctly Irish.

Membership is open
to persons of Irish

birth or ancestry, as
well as those

persons who have
an interest in Irish 
history and culture.

Meetings are held
the first Thursday

of every month at the
Church of the 

Ascension  
Community Center

4853 Princess
Anne Rd 

Virginia Beach, VA.
Doors open at

6:30 p.m.,
the meeting usually 
gets underway at

7:00 p.m.,
ending at 9:00 p.m.

President's Corner
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The Irish Connection

Happy Saint Patrick’s Day!!! 
May you have warm words a cold evening,

a full moon on a dark night
And the doad downhill

All the way to your door.

Yes, it’s here again. Are you ready for it? I hope so, 
because we have a lot going on.

Our March meeting will be on March 3rd 
followed closely by Finnegan’s Wake on March 5th, 
the following weekend will be the big parade in 
Norfolk, if that’s not enough for you Saint Patrick’s 
Day comes the next Thursday March 17th. I’m tired.

OK let’s start with Finnegan’s Wake. The doors 
open at 6:30 no one will be allowed in until then. 
The cost is $15.00 and no tickets will be sold at the 
door. We will have all the usual trimmings and good 
times. Note it will be too late to buy tickets at our 
March meeting; tickets must be purchased by March 
1st. Call me and send a check to 3812 Coyote Cir Va. 
Beach, VA. 23456. Don’t be left out.

Then on the 12th we have the Saint Patrick’s Day 
Parade. Many people are working on this event to 
make it a grand time, Please don’t let them down. 
We will meet at 8 o’clock at the Northside Middle 
School on Granby St. There will be lots of room for 
people to ride on the float or you can walk or do 
both, as needed. We just need you there to make the 
Irish American Society of Tidewater look fantastic, 
as I know it is After the parade I know some of us 
will be heading down to Murphy’s Grand Irish Pub 
(30th & Pacific for those who don’t know) and some 
others may be heading off to other spots to continue 
celebrating.

After all that the actual Saint Patrick’s Day 
arrives. For you who are still in the party mode once 

again there are many places in the area to celebrate 
but I do recommend Murphy’s. This has become a 
tradition for many of us and we always have a good 
time. Come early to enjoy a relatively peaceful time 
and leave early or stay late to see the place bulging 
at the seams. Come anytime and have a good time.

P.S. News about an Irish Breakfast on a Saturday 
sometime in April. Come to our next meeting to 
hear more.

Slainte,   Mike  q
& A Touch of Humor . . .

A young priest took it on himself to call on a small 
island off the coast of Connemara. The inhabitants 
numbered only a couple of dozen, but the priest threw 
himself into making up for lost time. After taking over 
the pub for Mass, and delivering a fine fire and 
brimstone sermon, he asked the congregation, "How 
long is it since any of you have been to confession?" 
"Well, Father," answered Myles, the village elder, "It 
must be four years since we last saw a priest." "Why 
then didn't you go to the mainland?" asked the priest. 
"Well, Father," said Myles, "the sea is very rough, and 
our boat is very old. So you see, if it's only venial sins 
we have to confess, it's not worth the bother, and if 
they're mortal sins, it's not worth the risk." 

Our next meeting:March 3, 2011
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Meeting Minutes  February 2010

!Meeting was called to order by Mike Bromley at 
7pm.
!Floor was open for birthdays, anniversaries, new 

members.
!Joe Brady gave Treasurer’s report:

   $582.00 savings
   $449.94 checking
!Mike asked for “Committee reports” (St. 

Patrick’s parade 3/12 Ocean View 9AM)
!   Joe Brady said trailer checked out 

good…..adding a step
   Lynette Brash needs a convertible
   Lynette Crouch working on registration
Mike encouraged IAS members to show their 
support & come to the parade!
!Betsy Kennedy gave update on Membership 

dues…
    39 recently paid…….she reminded us membership 
card gives IAS members 10% discount at Erin’s 
Treasures & Murphy’s Irish Pub
Mike suggested we wear membership cards as ID 
also.
!Mike told us long time member Peggy Lukens 

passed away.  Funeral 2/5 at Holloman-Brown, 
Kempsville Chapel, 2pm.
!Mike mentioned “Finnegan’s Wake” (March 5th) 

tickets on sale:
   $15.00 adult
   $10.00 child
!Mike explained he tried to book a Saturday Irish 

breakfast at Dixie Diner, which recently closed!  Joe 
Brady looking into VFW hall for April (more info. at 
March meeting)
!Kerry Sinclair working on IAS pictures…He 

suggested a “Spirit of Norfolk” cruise with IAS 
(more info. to come)……..breakfast winners:  Mr. & 
Mrs. Graeff

!Jack Kennedy told us Irish American Seal in all 
books now.  Many donated by Maura Illich.  He 
asked the members to please return Fergus’ fathers 
books.
!Edward Brash said lead singer in Ceann Band 

killed in car accident.  Fund raiser at Murphy’s Irish 
Pub 2/12.
Glasgow Kiss performing Green Oak Pub 2/12
!Kathleen Myrick mentioned Va. Breast Cancer 

Foundation 18th annual luncheon on April 9th at 
Omni Hotel, Newport News…tickets $30.00 or rent 
a table for $250.00
Mike said IAS supports 2 charities:  Project Children 
& Va. Breast Cancer Foundation
!Scott MacGregor said there will be no St. 

Baldrick’s event this year…..CHKD cancelled it.
!Evening ended with a lovely presentation on 

Irish Brooch’s by Heather Burns.
!Meeting was adjourned 7:45pm
!THANKS to all who brought desserts……it is 

greatly appreciated.

submitted by Maryann Bromley

Wishing you always-

Walls for the 
wind

And a roof for 
the rain

And tea beside the fire-

Laughter to chee
r you

And those you l
ove near yo

u-

And all that you
r heart might desire.

Mike's quote 
of the month!

Flowers of the Forest

We send our sympathies and warm 
wishes to the family of Margaret 
"Peggy" Lukens, who passed away 
last month.
Peggy was a long-time member and 
enthusiastic supporter of the Irish 
Society for many years.
Her soft smile and her warm 
friendship will be missed by all who 
knew her. 

mailto:lorishea@aol.com
mailto:lorishea@aol.com
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IN THE SPOTLIGHT

by Maryann Bromley

Let’s meet……BRIDGET MARY 
LUKEMAN, a member of The Irish 
American Society since 1988.  Monica and 
the late Tom Porter invited her & husband 

Bob to an “open house meeting” President Lois Barnish was 
having.  They enjoyed themselves very much! After Tom 
became President, Bridget & Bob took over organizing 
refreshments with Jim & Nancy Ramsey.

Bridget was born in Acton Town, England (3 miles from 
center of London) during World War II.  She lived near an 
aircraft factory, which was a major bombing target.  She was 3 
years old when the war ended, but remembers the sirens going 
off, people running to air raid shelters or friends basement 
apartments for safety!  Bridget’s father came from County 
Louth, Ireland and her mother from County Limerick.  Her 
father went to England looking for a better job and married her 
mother there.  Bridget is the oldest of 7 children!  In 1948, since 
the houses were bombed out in Acton Town, City Council 
bought land on the outskirts of London and built lovely houses 
there.  Bridget’s family moved & lived one street from RAF 
Northolt Base.  She remembers the bread man coming daily 
with a basket of bread, rolls & cookies.  A milkman, whose 
wagon was pulled by a horse, bringing bottles of milk & a coal 
man delivering coal.  After they relocated, a new church had to 
be built, because of the many Irish Catholics there.  Her parents 
raised money & were founding members of St. Gregory the 
Great parish in So. Ruislip.  Bridget attended Sacred Heart 
elementary school & The Greenway School.  Her first job was in 
the office of Rootes Car Showroom.  Her future husband was 

stationed at the Hq. of 3rd Air 
Force in So. Ruislip & would 
come in often (I bet to see 
Bridget and cars!!)  They were 
married May, 1960 in London.  
They were blessed with 3 
daughters, 2 born in London & 1 
in the USA.  In 1962 they moved 
with the Air Force to New 
Mexico.  After Bob left the Air 
Force, they moved to New York.  
Since jobs were hard to find, Bob 
enlisted in the Navy in 1963 & 
served for 23 years.  With the 
Navy, Bridget & Bob lived in 
Florida, Washington DC, London (several times), Guam, Spain, 
Chesapeake, VA, & Va. Beach.  While in Spain (4 ½ years), they 
traveled throughout the country, Germany, Luxembourg, 
Switzerland, Belgium, France, Holland & England.  Bridget has 
also been to Ireland several times.

Bridget is very active at St. Gregory the Great parish, serving 
as Lector, Extraordinary Minister of the Eucharist & leader of 
prayer groups both there & JEB Little Creek.  She organizes the 
yearly Divine Mercy celebration (this year at St. Gregory’s, May 
1st).  Bridget & Bob feed the homeless at Judeo Christian 
Outreach Center, Little Creek Chapel.  Bridget enjoys reading, 
walking, sightseeing, old movies, history, but most of all, 
spending time with her 5 grandchildren.

Bridget & Bob are very active members of the I.A.S.  You will 
see them at our many socials throughout the year.  In 1998, they 
were chosen “Man & Woman of the year”.  Way to go 
Lukeman’s!  We hope they stay with the I.A.S. for many years.  
May God continue to bless this wonderful couple!

WELL DONE, TIAS Adult Princess 
2010 Kate Collins O’Neill!  Despite 
pregnancy, preparing to move 
overseas, deaths in her family, and 
taking care of her energetic toddler, 
Kate completed all the requirements 
for her undergraduate degree in 
February!  You are an impressive multi-
tasker, Kate – not many people could 
keep that many plates spinning at one 

time!  Kate graduates with a BA in Liberal Studies, and we are 
very proud of her for this great achievement.  Graduate school 
is definitely on the horizon, compliments of Uncle Sam and the 
GI Bill.  Kate served our country for four years prior to getting 
married to hubby Tim and having daughter Moira.

Enjoy the craic, TIAS Adult Princesses 2009 Maureen Cahill 
and 2000 Lynnette Fitch Brash!  Maureen and Lynnette and a 
group of other TCC students, faculty, friends, and family will be 
traveling to the Emerald Isle together in May!  The lucky ducks 
will spend time in Donegal, Galway, and Dublin.  Could be 
another flash mob ceili in the works!  Congrats also to Lynnette, 
who was mentioned by name in an article on the annual Philly 
Midwinter Celtic Music Festival on the Irish Philadelphia 
website.  This month marked Lynnette’s 9th year of being 

invited to teach dance workshops at the festival.  Here’s the link 
if you want to see the article yourself! http://
irishphiladelphia.com/2011/02/4498/#comment-625

Congratulations to TIAS Teen Princess 2005 Sara Rhodes who 
was hired again by Busch Gardens for the summer season as 
one of the Irish dancers in their Ireland Celtic Fyre show! 

Best wishes to TIAS Adult Princess 2004 Lynette Gilmour 
Crouch, who has had another health scare.  Lynette was 
experiencing severe headaches and had to go to the emergency 
room several times.  They are still running tests to determine the 
problem, but they think now it is somehow connected to her 
slip on the ice last month.

In happier news, congratulations to Lynette on becoming the 
very first TIAS Adult Princess GRANDMOTHER!!!  Lynette's 
husband Tom's daughter Amanda Crouch Osborne and her 
husband Sheldon welcomed daughter Peyton Elizabeth 
Osborne on Saturday, February 19.  The baby is 7 lbs. 4 oz. and 
20 inches long, and both mother and child are doing well.  
Amanda is a 2009 graduate of Churchland High School and a 
current nursing program student at Tidewater Community 
College.  Failte to Ms. Peyton, and congrats to Mama Amanda, 
Daddy Sheldon, Grandpa Tom, Grammy Lynie, Auntie Eadlyn, 
Auntie Eilidh, and the rest of the extended Crouch clan!

T he PrincessDiaries,  continued . . . 

http://irishphiladelphia.com/2011/02/4498/#comment-625
http://irishphiladelphia.com/2011/02/4498/#comment-625
http://irishphiladelphia.com/2011/02/4498/#comment-625
http://irishphiladelphia.com/2011/02/4498/#comment-625
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St. Patrick’s Day Parade - 2011
Saturday, March 12th 2011  10:00 a.m.

Meet at Northside Middle School

on Granby St., Norfolk, at 8:00 a.m.
The parade kicks off promptly at 10:00 a.m.  

Come early to help decorate.

Irish American Society of Tidewater
Membership Application

Dues: $20.00/year – single   $25.00/year – family.
Make checks payable to. I. A. S.

Website: www.irlusa.org

 TYPE OF MEMBERSHIP

! SINGLE          ! FAMILY

 TYPE OF MEMBERSHIP

! SINGLE          ! FAMILY

 TYPE OF MEMBERSHIP

! SINGLE          ! FAMILY

 DATE DATE

 NAME (AS YOU WOULD LIKE IT TO APPEAR ON THE CARD) NAME (AS YOU WOULD LIKE IT TO APPEAR ON THE CARD) NAME (AS YOU WOULD LIKE IT TO APPEAR ON THE CARD) NAME (AS YOU WOULD LIKE IT TO APPEAR ON THE CARD) NAME (AS YOU WOULD LIKE IT TO APPEAR ON THE CARD) NAME (AS YOU WOULD LIKE IT TO APPEAR ON THE CARD)

  ADDRESS  ADDRESS  ADDRESS  ADDRESS  ADDRESS  ADDRESS

  CITY  CITY  CITY   STATE  STATE  ZIP

  PHONE  PHONE EMAIL ADDRESSEMAIL ADDRESSEMAIL ADDRESSEMAIL ADDRESS

Mail application to:

Irish American Society of Tidewater

P. O. Box 9614

Virginia Beach, VA 23450


