
The Irish American 
Society of

Tidewater, Virginia, 
was established in 
1980 to promote
and preserve Irish 

culture, and all things 
distinctly Irish.

Membership is open
to persons of Irish

birth or ancestry, as
well as those

persons who have
an interest in Irish 
history and culture.

Meetings are held
the first Thursday

of every month at the
Church of the 

Ascension  
Community Center

4853 Princess
Anne Rd 

Virginia Beach, VA.
Doors open at

6:30 p.m.,
the meeting usually 
gets underway at

7:00 p.m.,
ending at 9:00 p.m.
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The Irish Connection

I should start with MERRY CHRISTMAS. I 
believe I can still say that but then I refuse to say 
it any other way. I guess I’m just not all that PC.

Remember our Christmas Party will be on 
December 2nd, that’s our regular meeting night. 
It is a pot luck, so bring one or two of your best 
dishes to share. Things will kick off at 6:00 in our 
normal space. If you can arrive a little early I’m 
sure Tom can use some help setting up. I believe 
that Tom has an article in this news letter 
addressing the Christmas Wreath contest and 
some other things so be sure to read it.  

It is time to pay your dues for 2011, there is a 
form that was sent to you with this letter, please 
use it. I have had many complaints recently 
about people not getting things that were mailed. 
I take responsibility for that but I do need to have 
the correct information. The new form will be 
routed to all the people who need to have it and 
then it will be filed. I hope that this will fix the 
problem.

Again let me wish everyone,

A Very Merry Christmas

and Happy New Year

Slainte,   Mike  q

& A Touch of Humor . . .

As soon as she had finished 
parochial school, a bright young 
girl named Lena shook the dust 

of Ireland off her shoes and 
made her way to New York 
where before long, she became 
a successful performer in 
show business.

Eventually she returned to her 
home town for a visit and on a 

Saturday night went to confession in the 
church which she had always attended as a child. In 
the confessional Father Sullivan recognized her and 
began asking her about her work. She explained that 
she was an acrobatic dancer, and he wanted to know 
what that meant.

She said she would be happy to show him the kind 
of thing she did on stage.

She stepped out of the confessional and within sight 
of Father Sullivan, she went into a series of 
cartwheels, leaping splits, handsprings and backflips. 
Kneeling near the confessional, waiting their turn, 
were two middle-aged ladies. They witnessed Lena's 
acrobatics with wide eyes, and one said to the other:

"Will you just look at the penance Father Sullivan 
is givin' out this night, and me without me bloomers 
on!"

Our next meeting:December 2, 2010

A BLESSING FOR YOU AND YOURS -

May the grace of God’s protection

And His great love abide

Within your home-within the hearts

Of all who dwell inside.
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Meeting Minutes  November 2010

!Meeting was called to order by Mike Bromley 
at 7:10pm
!Floor was open for birthdays, anniversaries, 

etc.
!Mike said the IAS anniversary party was a 

great success.  Asked for comments……Menu 
was made up by Mike, Joe & Mary Ann Brady.  
Mary Ann Brady thanked all for their nice 
comments.  She feels “the IAS is a bunch of 
family members who aren’t actual family.”
!Joe Brady gave the Treasurers report:  $501.00 

in checking & $531.00 in savings
!Mike Bromley talked to IAS members about 

the Board of Directors doing everything for the 
society and it is time members started taking 
more interest.  He suggested forming committees:
!Entertainment…Membership…Finance….St. 

Patrick’s parade…Newsletter…..Ways & Means
!Would need 3 or 4 people on each committee 

with a chairperson reporting at meetings .
!Lynnette Brash said she also would like to see 

members getting involved.  Everyone would feel 
“ownership”, rather than the Board members 
doing things.  She suggested forming a knitting 
club, meeting once a month.  
!Lynnette reminded us of Social Events:
      -    12/4..Williamsburg parade with Newport 

News Police Pipes and Drums marching
        - 12/17 – Irish concert at NORVA   7pm

     -    Irish singer James West…….Bands 
Glasgow Kiss and Fighting Jameson’s 
!Lynette told us Lynette Crouch was absent 

from meeting, Dad had brain surgery.
!Joe Brady suggested we have a garage sale as 

fund raiser.  He reminded us the VFW has 
breakfast Sundays 9-11:30…$7.00
!Kerry Sinclair picked Marian Thomas as 

winner of free breakfast.   He will take pictures of 
members at next meeting. Spoke on Medicare, 
hospital bills, doctors bills and prescriptions.
!Tom Crouch is chairman for IAS Christmas 

party.  Pot Luck 12/2…..6pm…..wreath and 
centerpiece contest with prizes……Christmas 
CD’s and members sing-a-long.
!Tom mentioned Veteran’s Day parade 11/11…

8:30am, V.B.…. Newport News Police Pipes & 
Drums marching.  He told us a new brewery 
opened in town called Kevin O’Connor
!Jack Kennedy reminded us the “librarian is 

not dead, nor have the library books been 
burned”.
!Meeting was adjourned at 7:50pm.
!THANKS to all who brought desserts.  It is 

greatly appreciated!

submitted by Maryann Bromley

During our November meeting it was 
discussed that the society should form a Ways 
and Means Committee.

Tom Crouch has volunteered to be the acting 
chairperson until such a time that the 
committee can vote on a chairperson.

The Ways and Means Committee will come 
up with various fundraisers throughout the 
year and will work with the Entertainment 
Committee.

Some ideas being discussed are a IAS "yard" 
sale and an Irish American themed bake sale. 
To start, the bake sale would be the easiest to 
form and can be done in March or in 
conjunction with Finnegan's Wake.

Also it was suggested that we form a sewing 
circle of sorts to make Aran sweaters and 
tweed kilts. Go to the IAS Facebook page and 
add your comments.

 submitted by TomCrouch

Ways & Means Committee

mailto:lorishea@aol.com
mailto:lorishea@aol.com
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A Cu Faoil in the Fold
submitted by Heather Burns

On July 3, Virginia Beach Animal 
Control picked up a 2 year-old, 
painfully thin, Cu Faoil – Irish 
Wolfhound.  No owner came to 
claim him and after 10 days, the 
Virginia Beach SPCA received him 
to put up for adoption.
A day or two later, I was in 
Virginia Beach on the hottest 
Saturday of the summer and had a 
mirage: this beautiful Cu Faoil 
walked up to me!  You don’t see 

them very often - there are only about 10 in Hampton Roads.
It turned out the VBSPCA already had a small deluge of 

applications for him. My friend Mary Ryan, who has rescued 
irish wolfhounds in the mid-atlantic region for 18 years, 
called the VBSPCA to put in a good word and they asked me 
to apply.

With some irish wolfhound experience in my favor and 
living requirements met, the application was approved and 
he came home to Chuckatuck (N. Suffolk) with me.

My husband suggested naming him “Cavan” after the 
county my mother emigrated from in Ireland. He is living a 

great life now, gained weight, loves daily walks in the park 
behind our house, and is a very sweet boy. He  does give 
back chat when things don’t go his way and this, more than 
anything else, proves he is truly IRISH!

"I will give thee a dog which I got in Ireland. He is huge of 
limb, and for a follower equal to an able man. Moreover, he hath 
a man’s wit and will bark at thine enemies but never at thy 
friends. And he will see by each man’s face whether he be ill or 
well disposed to thee. And he will lay down his life for thee.”

- "The Icelandic Saga of Njal” 13th c. A.D.

Congratulations!

Artist Betsy Rivers-Kennedy, long-time IAS 
member, was honored as one of the nominees 

for the 2010 ALLI Award. 
The awards are given for outstanding support 
of the arts and are sponsored by the Cultural 

Alliance of Greater Hampton Roads. The 
Cultural Alliance is a non-profit organization 

that serves the more than 350 arts and cultural 
organizations in Hampton Roads.

A presentation was held at the American 
Theater, Hampton, Sunday, November 14th.
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IRELAND IN AUGUST
submitted by Caitlyn Taylor

This summer, I had an amazing opportunity.  My 
grandparents decided to take me to Ireland.  We were there 
for the month of August.  We spent most of our time in 

Stroove, 
which is 
where we 
were 
staying, 
and in 
Derry.  
Many 
family 
members 
live in 
both of 
these 
areas. With 

so many familiar faces, there was always something to do or 
someone to see.  I even made a new friend in Derry named 
Sarah.  I enjoyed exploring Derry and going to the cinema 
with her.

I spent most of my time with aunts, uncles or cousins.  My 
nana's sisters were always around, so there was always 
someone to have fun with and to make us laugh.  They even 
threw a surprise 50th anniversary party for my nana and 
granda.  I never realized my family knows how to party.  We 
were out until nearly 3 a.m. singing and dancing with the 
family.

While we 
were there, we 
also took a trip 
to Galway to 
see the 
University of 
Galway.  I am 
hoping to be 
accepted into the medical program there and thought this 
would be a great opportunity to see the campus up close.  I 
don't think I've ever seen a more beautiful campus!  It was 
gorgeous!  

We also went to many other places.  Fort Grianan of 
Aileagh was one of my favorites.  When you climb to the 
top, you have the most amazing view of the mountains, Inch 
Island and the surrounding countryside.  Another favorite 
spot is Malin Head, the 
northern most point in 
Ireland.  I absolutely love 
to look out over the ocean 
from the old look-out 
posts there.  We went to 
the Greencastle regatta 
and the blessing of the 
fleet.  I had so much fun 
this summer, I can't wait 
until I can go back to 
Ireland!

The Lighthouse in Stroove, Co Donegal

My nana Lucia Graeff, &my granda, Gene Graeff 
at their 50th anniversary party

Auntie Pat, myself (Caitlyn Taylor), my nana (Lucia Graeff), my Auntie 
Bi, and my Auntie Santina at my grandparents anniversary party.

Malin Head
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IN THE SPOTLIGHT
by Maryann Bromley

Let’s meet….ERIN MORRISSEY, a 
member of The Irish American Society 
for about 5 years.  Erin is an Irish and 
Scottish dancer with the Newport News 
Police Pipes and Drums.  Through 
them, she heard great things about the 
IAS and decided to join us.
Erin was born in Newport News, Va. 

May 20th.  She is the oldest of 2 sisters and a brother.  Her 
mother was an art teacher with the Newport News public 
schools and then worked for the Mariner’s Museum.  She is 
now enjoying retirement.  Her Dad is a Captain in the 
Merchant Marines.  Erin’s Irish roots go back to her paternal 
great great grandfather, who came from County Cork and 
settled in the USA in 1860.  Her paternal great great 
grandmother came from Donegal and settled in 
Pennsylvania in 1869.

Erin graduated from Warwick H.S., then attended 
Christopher Newport University, earning a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Governmental Administration and 
concentration in criminal justice.  While in college Erin had 
her internship through the juvenile probation office.  After 
graduation she worked as a secretary for a Real Estate 
Agent..  She also worked at Busch Gardens, Security 
Department.  Erin had friends in the police department and 

decided this is what she wanted to 
do.  She received her police 
training at Hampton Roads 
Regional Academy of Criminal 
Justice.  She became a police 
officer on July 1, 1997.  She is 
currently a police officer in the 
patrol division.  Way to go Erin!  
She is Vice President and Director 
of the Fraternal Order of Police, 
Lodge #25.

Erin loves animals.  As a young 
girl she had her own horse and loved to ride him.  She owns 
4 dogs, 3 of them are rescue dogs.  She volunteers at 
Children’s Hospital of the Kings Daughters in the “buddy 
brigade” with her dog Teddy. 

Erin also loves to dance and has entertained us at many 
IAS socials, doing her Irish/Scottish dances. She is a past 
member of the Scottish Society of Tidewater. 

Erin has traveled to many U, S. states. She has never been 
to Ireland, but plans on going some day.  She is a single gal, 
never married, and very available.  Come on guys!!   You 
will see Erin not only at IAS meetings, but at our Irish 
breakfasts, picnics, anniversary party, Finnegan’s wake, etc.  
Erin is also an active participant in the St. Patrick’s parade.  
She was chosen the IAS Princess 2007.  We are blessed to 
have her in the IAS and hope she stays with us for many 
years. God bless this wonderful Irish gal!!

Congratulations to IAS Adult Princess 
2001 Danielle Donovan Dunn and her 
family on the selection of her niece 
Brigid Byrne to the U.S. Naval 
Academy’s Academic All-Patriot 
League Team.  The write up in 
NavySports.com had the following to 
say:  “Navy women’s cross country 

sophomore Brigid Byrne was one of seven student-athletes 
named to the Academic All-Patriot League Team…Byrne is 
an English major and currently boasts a 3.89 GPA.”  Well 
done, Brigid!  Your aunt DD is proud of you, and so are we!

It’s been both the best of times and the worst of times for 
the family of IAS Adult Princess 2004 Lynette Gilmour 
Crouch.  October brought the wedding of Lynette’s sister 
Laura Gilmour to her fiancé, Notre Dame graduate Chris 
Clement; the wedding of Lynette’s husband Tom’s eldest 
daughter Amanda Crouch to her fiancé Sheldon Osborne; 
and the first birthday of Lynette & Tom’s younger daughter 
Eilidh!  Congratulations to the Gilmour and Crouch families.  
November brought the fourth brain surgery for Lynette’s 
father Sandy Gilmour, who has been suffering from an 

infection around his deep brain stimulation unit.  Thankfully, 
he is now at home and recovering.

Happy first birthday to Fynn Edward Burgess, son of IAS 
Adult Princess 2002 Lisa Hunt Burgess and her husband 
Earl!

Congratulations to IAS Adult Princess 2005 Carrie 
McCabe Gordon and her husband Brian on the baptism of 
their son Ian James this month.  

Welcome back to IAS Adult Princess 2003 Tamara Cervi 
who made another trip to the Auld Sod last month.  Judging 
from her pictures on Facebook, she had a brilliant trip!

Well done to IAS Adult Princess 2008 Katie Morse who ran 
in the Marine Corps Marathon in DC last month.  You go, 
girleen!

Good luck next month to all of our IAS Teen Princesses 
who will be competing in the Southern Region Oireachtas 
for 2010:  Maura Flatley, Sara Rhodes, Meagan Oglethorpe, 
Maggie Wilcox, and Nina Coletti.  Depending on how well 
they do, some of them might qualify to represent us and their 
dance school An Cor Rud in the World Championships of 
Irish Dance in spring 2011.  Knock the adjudicators’ socks off, 
princesses!

T he PrincessDiaries,  continued . . . 
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Join the Irish American Society at our December Meeting for it's

Annual Christmas Party.

This is a potluck affair, so please state what you are bringing on your 
RSVP.  Check the IAS Facebook page for the list.

This year we will have a Christmas wreath and table centerpiece 
competition. Members will vote on their favorites. The items should 
reflect Christmas, Ireland, or Irish-American themes or ALL of the 
above. There will be dinner prizes for the winner and runner-ups!

After dinner we will have our members sing their favorite Christmas 
Carols or tunes about the auld sod. I'll bet I can coax Edward Brash 

into singing his rendition of The Wexford Carol!

Plus, Jack Kennedy wants to add some ceili dancing.

The fun starts at 6 PM. Come early to help set up.

- - Tom Crouch - Event Chair

CHRISTMAS PARTY - 2010 - Come to the December Meeting!

ENTERTAINMENT:  Coming Events

Danu, Christmas in Ireland, The 
American Theater, Hampton

Last year two of our Junior Princesses performed Irish 
Dance in the show. Let's get a group together for the Weds 
night show, since Thursday we have the TIAS Christmas 

Dinner!!!! It would be great to support a small, local theater 
like the American, AND our own IAS Jr. Princesses!

Here's what the web has to say about the show:
"Following the rousing success of their shows here last 

year, DANU kicks off their 2010 Christmas tour right here on 
our stage. Celtic music lovers around the world have been 
thrilled by the ensemble's virtuoso players on fiddle, flutes, 

button accordion, percussion and, of course, by the gorgeous 
voice of Muireann Nic Amhlaoibh.

Come celebrate the timeless traditions of a 
Christmas in Ireland with the amazingly talented and 

deliciously joyous Danu."

There will be two shows: Weds. and Thurs.
December 1st & 2nd. 

Tickets range from $12.50 to $30.00. 
Need more info? visit www.hamptonarts.net 

Any questions, e-mail Lynette Gilmour Crouch at 
lynettegilmourcrouch@gmail.com

Celtic Crossroads
Recently seen on PBS, Celtic 

Crossroads will be performing at the 
NorVa in Norfolk, on Tuesday, Feb. 22, 2011. 

Celtic Crossroads is critically acclaimed as 'the most 
exhilarating and authentic show to come from Ireland in 

decades - not to be missed'. It is a fusion of traditional Irish 
music, bluegrass, gypsy and jazz whilst pulsating with the 

rhythms of exciting Irish dance percussion. 

Doors open at 7 p.m., show is at 8 p.m. Tickets are $25.00 
and may be purchased by calling  Ticketmaster at 

800-653-8000, online at www.thenorva.com or 
www.ticketmaster.com.

Any questions, e-mail Lynette Gilmour Crouch at 
lynettegilmourcrouch@gmail.com.

It would be great to get a group of IAS members to go to 
the show and hit the local pub before for dinner or 

afterward!


