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The Irish American Society of Tidewater News
The Irish American
Society of
Tidewater, Virginia,
was established in
1980 to promote
and preserve Irish
culture, and all things
distinctly Irish.
Membership is open
to persons of Irish
birth or ancestry, as
well as those
persons who have
an interest in Irish
history and culture.

President's Corner
Dear Fellow Irish American Society Members,
Time for our FALL COOK OFF! The required
ingredient for this Cook Off is HONEY! To be
in the cooking contest, the dish you bring
MUST feature honey or honeycomb, it must be
homemade by you, and you must bring the
recipe with you. Both sweet and savory dishes
are eligible. Entries will be judged and a prize
will be awarded during the October 1st
meeting!

And speaking of our meeting on Thursday,
October 1st, it will be our 3rd Annual
Our next
meeting: HARVEST HOOLEY!!!
October 1s
t, 2015 Last year and
the year
before were
so much fun,
we are doing
it again!
PLEASE
Meetings are held
NOTE the
the first Thursday
special schedule for this meeting only. We
of every month at the
will have a kids’ HARVEST HOOLEY and
Church of the
Refreshments/Socializing from 6:30-7:15, then
Ascension
a brief business meeting, and then an adult
Community Center
HARVEST HOOLEY. For the kids, we will
4853 Princess
have bobbing for apples, a pumpkin
Anne Rd
decorating contest (pumpkins must be
Virginia Beach, VA.
decorated ahead of time!), the Leprechaun &
Doors open at
Goat picture taking board made by our lovely
6:30 p.m.,
and talented Joy Brady-Boyd, and a piñata.
the meeting usually
Please spread the word and bring your
gets underway at
children, grandchildren, nieces, nephews, etc.
7:00 p.m.,
ending at 9:00 p.m.
The adult program will be about MEAD, a
fermented honey wine popular in Ireland
since ancient times. Fingers crossed – we
think we have one of our local mead makers,
Nick Justesen, coming in to talk to us about
the history and production of mead. We will
have a Sampling Table of mead and hard
cider, but you must contribute one of these
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beverages in order to partake! If everyone
brings a bottle or two of something, there
will be plenty to go around.
MARK YOUR CALENDARS: the Central
Virginia Celtic Festival and Highland Games
will take place this year rain or shine on
Saturday, October 24th and Sunday, October
25th at the Richmond Raceway Complex! The
gates will be open from 9 am to 6 pm on both
days. The IAS will most definitely have a
shared table/tent space there again this
October with our friends from the Scottish
Society of Tidewater, the Hampton Roads
Hurling Club, and Cumann na mBan
Camogie, so look for it in Clan Row and plan
to make it your "homebase" for a fun weekend
at the Games! Great Celtic bands, great Celtic
beer, and great Celtic shopping will all be on
site; our own Glasgow Kiss plays the main
stage Saturday around noon! This festival
welcomes friendly dogs, so you can bring your
fur babies. Tickets are always available at the
gate, but they are cheaper in advance. Visit
the CVCF&HG website for more information
on location, tickets, performers, activities,
vendors, accommodations, dance & music
competitions, athletics, etc.
www.vacelticfestival.com/
Our November IAS
meeting will be
held at a special
time and place as
we will be
celebrating our

THIRTY-FIFTH
ANNIVERSARY
AS AN
ORGANIZATION!!! It
will take place at Murphy’s Grand Irish Pub
at the Virginia Beach oceanfront, starting at
6:30 pm on Thursday, November 5th. We will

President's Corner - continued on page 2
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President's Corner - cont’d. from page 1
be having a sit-down dinner from a special
fixed-price menu, and we would like ALL
current and former members to please
attend and take part! Edward is putting
together an Irish music compilation of
waltzes, pop culture hits, and reels and jigs
for dancing up front. Our program for the
evening will be an Open MIc for members
who would like to share a favorite memory
or two involving the IAS; 5 minutes or less
would be perfectly appropriate for this.
Please also feel free to bring IAS photos or
old IAS newsletters or any sort of
memorabilia about IAS members to share.
We will be setting up a display for these in
the back of the pub for people to look at. It
would be nice if we could get a picture that
evening of all IAS Presidents (or closest
living local relative), and it would also be
great to get a picture of all IAS Princesses. I

The Parting Glass
Of all good times that e'er we shared,
I leave to you fond memory;
And for all the friendship that e'er we had
I ask you to remember me;
And when you sit and stories tell,
I'll be with you and help recall;
So fill to me the parting glass,
God bless, and joy
be with you all.
from “The Parting Glass”

I have a terribly sad Parting
Glass to share with the IAS,
especially the Irish dance
community. Susan Shiro, the
lovely blonde closest to the
camera in the foreground of
this picture, passed earlier
this month. Those of us who
danced with An Cor Rud in
the late 90'/early 00's have
many very fond memories of
dancing with Sue in the adult

will give out some special President’s
Awards during the evening. PLEASE DO
let me know if you are interested in helping
with the preparations and/or if you have
any suggestions for this very special event!

☺

Slán go fóill!
(Bye for now!)

X

Lynnette Fitch Brash

m

class, in the ceili class, at feisanna, at the
Oireachtas, and in the Virginia International
Tattoo. She was a beautiful person inside and
out. Many thanks to Holly Quaglia Wells for
the following information.
"She passed away on Thurs., Sept. 10 at 5pm
after a long battle against cancer.
Her memorial service will be on
Saturday, Oct. 17 at 1pm at
Matoaca Christian Fellowship
7700 River Road
South Chesterfield, VA 23803.”
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CU CORNER
Hear all the latest about our Hibernian hounds!
Feel free to submit news and/or pictures relating to Irish
breed or Irish-owned dogs!
Perhaps you are familiar with the Rose of Tralee contest
that takes place every year in Tralee, Co. Kerry, Ireland.
Named after the tune “The Rose of Tralee”, contestants who
are Irish or of Irish descent from all over the world compete
for the title in this pageant. Our own Katie Morse McCrory
represented us in the past in the Washington, DC Rose
competition.
Well, running parallel to this was the second annual Pet
Sitters Ireland “Nose of Tralee” contest where owners in
Ireland's 32 counties entered their much loved pet! Last
year, a Staffordshire Terrier from Co. Down won. This year,
a horse, a pig, a bunny, several cats, and mostly dogs,
competed in a first round of voting from June 17 to July 8, to
represent their county. A judge's panel decided the county
winners, who then competed from July 27 to August 18 in a
second round of voting to
win the all Ireland grand
title “Nose of Tralee
2015”.
On a whim,
our own Heather Burns,
Secretary and Rescue
Coordinator for the Irish
Wolfhound
Association of the Mid
South (IWAMS), did her
best to rally regional and
on line Irish-related and sighthound groups to vote
for Céilí, a 16 month-old female Irish Wolfhound and
resident of County Dublin.
Céilí is a big, beautiful, gentle girl who loves people and
cuddles, and collects donations for the Blue Cross. She is
welcomed at Irish Army and Irish Guards events, and
attends other popular events. "Why the Army and the
Guards?" you may ask? Céilí's very famous brother,
Domhnall, is the Irish Guards mascot in Buckingham Palace,
and her big sister, Corporal Keelagh, is the Irish Army's
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mascot. For all that, she is a regular girl who loves eating
table legs, cooker knobs and reshaping chair legs. She sleeps
with 2 cats and is so gentle with them. Her owner, Elizabeth
McHale, says she could not have a better best friend.
Elizabeth thought she was just entering a photo contest and
wanted to win a sesioon with a professional photographer
for her wolfhound - no one could forsee it would turn into
an epic struggle!
Céilí had stiff competition in the first round for a few
days before the global Irish Wolfhound community caught
on. Slowly her votes surpassed all and she was chosen to
represent Co. Dublin. The Greyhound running in Co. Kerry
received more votes than the Welsh Corgi "Ginger" that was
also running for Co. Kerry, however, the judges chose the
Corgi to represent Kerry. All pets that won for their county
had to be re-entered with a picture of them in their new
"Nose of Tralee 2015" sash which also has the county name.
From the very start of the second, and last, 3-week round
of voting, it was clear the Welsh Corgi had a huge campaign
in Kerry and the contest was periodically fraught with
voting problems for Team Céilí. There were large color
posters to vote for the Corgi, Kerry Veterinary offices
promoted her, newspaper articles, interviews, ads, and the
historic Dublin-Kerry rivalry at work. Regional pride kicked
in for Kerry as they were sensitive at losing the Nose of
Tralee to Co. Down last year when Tralee is IN Co. Kerry,
and the ROSE of Tralee festival Aug. 13-18 in Kerry boosted
the Corgi to a 1500 vote lead.
Heather ran information on voting for Céilí on our IAS
Facebook page and gave updates on how the race was
going. THANK YOU to all who made just shy of 13,000
votes for Céilí in 3 weeks!
Unfortunately, the breed of english queens ended up
winning over the breed of Irish Kings, but we all know that
the Irish Wolfhound has no equal when it comes to
representing Ireland! Congratulations to Céilí on her Dublin
Nose 2015 title and her Runner Up placing as Nose of Tralee
2015! She has her Co. Dublin Nose of Tralee sash, a pet
supplies hamper worth 150 euros, and a pet-sitting services
voucher for 100 euros. Her owner, Elizabeth McHale, is
very proud! Céilí is a gorgeous girl with many fans all over
the world now like her famous siblings!
revised with added info by Heather Hanchett Burns
(Note: Cu is
Gaelic for dog!)

International Ancestry Website Access
The IAS has purchased an international subscription to Ancestry.com (www.ancestry.com).
Included in this subscription is access to many Irish records databases, including births, deaths,
marriages, christenings, and passenger ship manifests. Over the last few years, there have been
hundreds of new data sources added.
In order to help offset the cost of this subscription to the society, IAS members may purchase access in one month increments, at a cost of $10
per month.
For more details, please contact Edward Brash at brash99@gmail.com.
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NOTE: All games will be played on SUNDAY mornings

HURLEY HAPPENINGS
submitted by Lynnette Fitch Brash

at Lafayette Park, located in the 3500 Block of Granby
Street in Norfolk with entrances at Broadway (also
entrance for the Virginia Zoo) and Lavallette Avenue.
Spectators are very welcome – no admission charged!
There are two nice viewing stands plus public restrooms
and parking right next to the field.

HAMPTON ROADS HURLING CLUB NEWS

TWO IRISH SPORTS LEAGUES THIS FALL!!!
Don’t miss out on the chance to
play and/or watch
HURLING and CAMOGIE here in the 757!
✴
✴
✴
✴
✴
✴

✴
✴

✴
✴
✴

✴
✴
✴
✴
✴
✴
✴
✴
✴
✴
✴
✴

Fall 2015 HRHC Hurling League deets
Games will start at 10 am
4th HRHC pub league season
Team #s and names TBD
Teams will be co-ed (looking like 25% female to 75%
male this season)
25-minute halves
$100 fee per player (unless you already paid before
spring 2015 league OR already paid 2015 HRHC
dues), which includes a team shirt for games
5-game season
Still actively recruiting – no prior experience
necessary, and equipment will be provided for new
players to use.
GAME DATES: 10/10, 10/17, 11/01, 11/08, 11/15
Opening ceremonies on 10/10 – piper, coin toss, etc.
For more info, email hrhurling@gmail.com
Fall 2015 CnamB Camogie League deets
Games will immediately follow the hurling games
1st CnamB mermaid league season
2 teams: the Selkies and the Sirens
Camogie is women only
15-minute halves
$20 fee per player for all players, which includes a
team shirt for games
4-game season
Still actively recruiting all ages and ability levels –
everyone from teens to matriarchs are very welcome!
No prior experience necessary, and equipment will
be provided for new players to use.
GAME DATES: 11/01, 11/08, 11/15, 11/22
Opening ceremonies on 11/01 – piper, coin toss, etc.
For more info, email camogie757va@gmail.com

A group of 20 lads from the HAMPTON ROADS
HURLING CLUB journeyed to Chicago to compete in the
NACB Junior C finals of the North American GAA
Hurling Championships over Labor Day weekend.
Although
several of
them have
played for
other teams in
the finals
before, this is
their first time
playing there
as a team.
Our guys
went to great
lengths to get
meme by Taylor Holtz
there, some
flying in and some carpooling,
some even arriving in the wee hours after working.

photo by Jamie Lynn Fincham

Unfortunately, their first match on Friday morning was
against the Madison Hurling Club, who ended up
winning the entire tournament in the Junior C level.
They beat every team they played soundly. Not to take
anything away from Madison, but they had a larger
number of Irish-born players than is usual; several of
them were born in Ireland and return every summer to
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play hurling, but, because they moved to the US by the
age of 10, they are considered American rather than Irish.
The North American GAA does limit the number of
“Irish” players on the field at one time. Madison
automatically has to compete at the Junior B level next
year since they won the tournament at the Junior C level.
The HRHC did not let this inauspicious start keep them
down. Once a team gets bumped from the main
tournament, they then play in the Shield Tournament.
Hungry for redemption, the HRHC dismantled the
Milwaukee Hurling Club in the Shield Tournament
quarter-finals! Milkwaukee is the largest hurling club in
the US, and HRHC founder Ryan Norman once
competed on their squad before moving to Virginia and
starting up the HRHC. After this thrilling result, they
then went on to defeat the Twin Cities Robert Emmets
hurling team from St.
Paul, MN. THIS MEANT
THEY WERE PLAYING
IN THE FINALS!!! The
excitement rippled via
social media, text
messages, and phone calls
all the way from Chicago
to Virginia – our boys
were going to be playing
in the Shield Finals! The
final was an intense battle, which the HRHC ultimately
lost to a top notch hurling team from the St. Louis GAA.
Nonetheless, it is very impressive that the HRHC made it
to the Shield Finals, and on their first visit to the North
American GAA Hurling Championships, no less!
I know everyone in the IAS shares a sense of enormous
pride in seeing for the first time an Irish sports team from
our area represent us in the North American GAA
Finals!!! Up the HRHC!

CUMAN NA MBAN
(LEAGUE OF WOMEN) CAMOGIE NEWS
CnamB has had an exciting month! Over Labor Day
weekend, CnamB hosted an All-Ireland Senior
HURLING Finals Viewing Party for the IAS, any HRHC
peeps not in Chicago, and the local camogs to get
together to watch Galway versus Kilkenny. CnamB
camog Jenn Shafer’s hubby Robert hooked us up with a
fantastic location for the party – his family’s dental lab.
They have a big viewing room with a giant screen for us
to watch the game live streamed from GAA GO! They
also have a nice kitchen/dining area where we put out
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the food and drinks. The pot-luck brunch buffet was
delicious, and we also had a nice make-your-own Bloody
Mary bar going! Sadly, most of us were very
disappointed when Kilkenny ended up winning, but
nonetheless a fantastic time was had by all!
The following weekend, CnamB had an All-Ireland
Senior CAMOGIE Finals Viewing Party at Murphy's
Grand Irish Pub for anyone interested to come check it
out! It was every bit as exciting as a men’s match –
fantastic athleticism, skill, and passion! Edward was able
to live stream the game from the RTE Player on the Apple
TV with his iPhone! Cork edged Galway for the win, but
it was a great
game all the
same. And
CnamB now
has another
team drink –
we highly
recommend

Murphy’s $2 Monster
Mimosas served in large
Mason jars with
handles!!!
At Murphy’s, we were
delighted to see that
Tom Mooney had a
Cumann na mBan
camogie jersey framed
and hanged up above
our hurley over the front
bar (pictured)! That
makes us VERY proud!
They are going to have a special spotlight installed so it
shows up really well. We were also thrilled to learn that
O’Neills Irish International Sports Company Ltd. used
our jersey as the FEATURED women’s jersey in their
booklet for the North American GAA Hurling
Championships in Chicago (pictured)!!! See pic of
Edward Brash (in an
HRHC jersey), Sean
Flanagan (in a
CnamB jersey), and
Skip Hunter posing
with Cheryl Kelly,
the O’Neills sales rep
for all American
group sales, in
Chicago!
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The Princess Diaries,
continued . . . October 2015
We are so excited to announce that IAS Adult Princess 2008
Katie Morse McCrory and her husband Matt are moving
back to Virginia Beach this month!!!
Best wishes to IAS Teen Princess 2014 Jyllian Barry who had
to have all four of her wisdom teeth removed this month.
Ouch!!! They were impacted. On the upside, hope you had
lots of yummy flavors of milkshakes during your recovery,
Princess!
Congratulations to IAS Teen Princess 2005 Sara Rhodes who
recently announced she will be joining the cast of Michael
Flatley’s new Irish dance show, Dangerous Games!!! How
very exciting! We are thrilled for you, Sara – well done!
Congratulations to IAS Adult Princess 2014 Heather Walker
Warren who just started a new job with Colony Tire. This
was a promotion from her duties and salary at her old job,
and it is well deserved!
Congratulations to IAS Teen Princess 2014 Iris Dotson who
recently was accepted into her school’s Junior Reserve
Officer Training Corps (JROTC) program! Way to step up,
Iris!

Happy belated Birthday to IAS Little Miss Princess 2014
Caelin Warren who snuck one in on us at the end of August!
We hope being eight is great! Happy September Birthdays
to IAS Adult Princesses Carrie McCabe Gordon (2005) and
Anne-Bernadette Dail (2015) and to IAS Teen Princesses
Carlyn Aasheim (2000), Lauren Chaplin Carozzoni (2006),
and Sarah Brash (2010)! Happy Birthday as well to Sarah’s
identical twin sister Olivia! The Brash twins turned 21 this
year – can you believe it?! AND Happy Birthday to our
illustrious IAS newsletter editor, Lori Shea, as well as our
debonair Senior Veep, Joe Brady! !
Also, congratulation to Lauren and her husband Rich on the
birth of their latest daughter, Sadie, this month! Sadie came
out 6 lbs, 13 oz, 19.25 inches long. The Carozzonis now have
four healthy stair-step daughters. Wonder if any of them
will be great Irish dancers like their mom was?!
Happy 1st wedding anniversary to IAS Teen Princess 2002
Emily Ahern Wareing and her husband Max!
Wishing the best of luck and healing energy to IAS Adult
Princess 2007 Erin Morrissey and her beautiful red horse
Falchion, who was recently diagnosed as being lame in all
four legs. He has started glucosamine shots and an antiinflammatory. The vet will check him again in a month to
see if there’s improvement.

FRESH EIRE

Glasgow Kiss - Fall Schedule
October 3rd October 10th 5:30pm-9:00pm
October 24th 12:30pm-1:30pm
October 24th November 21th -
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Rare Olde Times in Richmond - 8pm-midnight
A Celebration of Celtic Music in Montpelier, VA Central Virginia Celtic Festival & Highland Games Rare Olde Times in Richmond - 8pm-midnight
O'Connor Brewery, Norfolk- 5:00pm-8:00pm
All dates are Saturdays!
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Saturday,
September 19th
Celtic Cousins
Cook Out"

SUNSHINE BULLETIN

Many thanks to Mary Ann Bromley for her wonderful work
on the IAS Sunshine Committee. She has recently stepped
down from this position, as her son's family just relocated to
the area, and she is focusing all her time and attention on
them. Many thanks also to Maureen Honore, who
continues to help out with the Sunshine Committee when
she is in town. She has done a great job for the IAS over the
years!

We would like EVERYONE to help out with spreading the
Irish Sunshine where it is needed.
Please notify Lori Shea, our newsletter editor, at
lorishea@aol.com if you, a family member, or an IAS
buddy has experienced any sort of illness, surgery, hospital
stay, loss, or other set back.
We can then let the society know, in the next newsletter.
If you would like to give the person’s mailing address to
Lori, she will give it privately to any IAS members who
wishes to send a note; we are sure many of your IAS friends
will send cards and notes.
Here is this month’s Bulletin;
Long-time IAS member Linda Batten has started dialysis.
She goes 3 times a week for up to 4 hours each time.
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Saturday,
September 19th
Celtic
Cousins
Cook Out"

Photos by: Marcey Hunter, Joy BradyBoyd, Heather Warren and Lynnette Brash

