The Irish Connection
The Irish American Society of Tidewater News

The Irish American
Society of
Tidewater, Virginia,
was established in
1980 to promote
and preserve Irish
culture, and all things
distinctly Irish.
Membership is open
to persons of Irish
birth or ancestry, as
well as those
persons who have
an interest in Irish
history and culture.

Our next
meeting:
February
5, 2015

Meetings are held
the first Thursday
of every month at the
Church of the
Ascension
Community Center
4853 Princess
Anne Rd
Virginia Beach, VA.
Doors open at
6:30 p.m.,
the meeting usually
gets underway at
7:00 p.m.,
ending at 9:00 p.m.

President's Corner
Dear Fellow Irish American Society Members,
Our January IAS meeting consisted of a Happy
Hour, a delicious Three-Course Fixed-Price
Dinner, an Open Mic, and a Silent Auction, all
held at Murphy’s Grand Irish Pub at the VB
Oceanfront! Many thanks to everyone who came
out and made it such a success! We still have a
check due from one more person, but, assuming
it will come in, I am DELIGHTED to report our
Silent Auction raised just over $900!!!!!!!!!!!!!
WOW! I think we should make that an annual
event for the IAS each January! That will cover
our rent at Ascension as well as our insurance for
2015!
Thank you, as always, to the entire staff at
Murphy’s -- they did a wonderful job for us!
Thank you as well to our own Edward Brash for
providing the sound system as well as
performing the musical requests! We all enjoyed
that! Thank you to everyone who bid, even if you
were outbid. And yes, there WERE some lively
Bidding Wars!!! And finally, I'd like to thank all
of the very generous people who donated the
FANTASTIC array of items being auctioned! That
includes Ken McConnell (who hand-etched all
the gorgeous glass items with Celtic knotwork
designs), Kate Sandoval, Noele Berger, Terry
Fahey, “JJ” Johnson, Catherine Twomey, Joseph
Brady, and Murphy's! GREAT JOB -- and tons of
fun, too! 2015, our 35th anniversary year as an
organization, is already off to a super start!
We’ve got several really fun things coming up for
members in February: (1) our meeting on
Thursday, February 5th; (2) our next Irish
Breakfast at Murphy’s on Sunday, February 22nd;
and (3) a Camogie team fundraiser/party at
Murphy’s on Saturday, February 28th! See
elsewhere in this newsletter for info about the
Irish Breakfast.
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IAS Meeting – Thursday, February 5th
Michael Waugh, owner of Wild West Irish
Tours, will present, "The Waters and the Wild", a
music and video presentation about the magical
places, music, dance, and people of the West of
Ireland, where he lives for six months a year
providing tours in "The Land of Heart's Desire."
Don't miss what promises to be a great program
from someone who used to live in Tidewater and
was active in the local Celtic community then!
ALSO, several of our talented local Irish step
dancers (Lisa Hunt Burgess, Maggie Wilcox,
and Anne-Bernadette Dail) will be teaching a
FREE Irish Ceili Dance Class for us before the
meeting! Please be there in comfortable shoes
and clothes ready to have a good time from
6:15-7:00 pm if you have any interest in Irish
social dancing! This is for all ages from the wee
ones to the young-at-heart. NO PARTNER OR
PRIOR EXPERIENCE REQUIRED!!! Bring
friends to join in the fun!
Camogie Team Fundraiser – 5 pm on Saturday,
February 28th
As you know, our area’s first ever dedicated
CAMOGIE team started in 2014; Camogie is the
female version of the ancient Irish sport of
Hurling. There is another article in this
newsletter giving more information about the
team. Because the Cumann na mBan (League of
Women) Camogie team is still in its infancy and
really focused on recruiting, it is in pretty
desperate need of equipment, especially safety
helmets. The fundraiser’s purpose is to supply
safety helmets immediately so the ladies can
learn and play the sport safely.
The fundraiser is being modeled after the very
successful IAS one discussed above. There will
be a Happy Hour and Silent Auction starting at 5
pm. The Silent Auction will have an excellent
selection of gift certificates, gift baskets, jewelry,
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President's Corner - cont’d. from page 1
original art and handcrafts, baked goods, and
other donated ideas. Glasgow Kiss will
provide music from 5-6 pm and from 7-8 pm.
A three-course, fixed-price dinner will be
available for $15 (not including tax, tip, or bar
drinks). Silent Auction winners will be
announced at 8 am. Don Bunch will be
providing music afterwards, so it is sure to be
a VERY fun evening of Irish culture and
music – PLEASE come on out! All the ladies
on the team would REALLY appreciate your
support! Many of them are IAS members you
already know!
A few reminders in closing…
~> Please let us know if you are interested in
giving a presentation, have an Irish program
topic suggestion, or know a contact who
might give a presentation for us!

Dear Dark Head
PUT your head, darling, darling, darling,
Your darling black head my heart above;
Oh, mouth of honey, with the thyme for
fragrance,
Who with heart in breast could deny you
love?
Oh, many and many a young girl for me is
pining,
Letting her locks of gold to the cold wind
free,
For me, the foremost of our gay young
fellows;
But I’d leave a hundred, pure love, for
thee!

~> Please invite friends along to the meetings
and the various events; the more the merrier!
LET’S HAVE A SUCCESSFUL 2015
MEMBERSHIP DRIVE – IF EVERYONE
PROMOTES THE IAS, THE SOCIETY WILL
GROW!
~> And PLEASE don’t forget to pay your
own 2015 IAS membership dues!!! You may
give them to Edward Brash at the meeting if
you haven’t already.

Go raibh maith agaibh! Slán go fóill!
(Thank you! ‘Bye for now!)

Lynnette Fitch Brash

m

POETRY
CORNER

Then put your head, darling, darling,
darling,
Your darling black head my heart above;
Oh, mouth of honey, with the thyme for
fragrance,
Who, with heart in breast, could deny you
love?
Translated by Samuel Ferguson (1810-1886)
submitted by Joe Brady
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The 100-Day Journey
By: Mary Ann Bromley
Mike & I would like to thank IAS
members for their thoughts, prayers,
phone calls & Emails for our youngest
grandson, Logan James Bromley, who
has been in Rady Children’s Hospital in
San Diego for 100 days!
For those who do not know “Logan’s
story”, let me tell you:
Around the middle of October, Logan
ran a 104.3 fever. Our son Joe &
daughter-in-law Lisa took him to E.R. Tests came back
negative. They were told to give him children’s Tylenol &
children’s Motrin around the clock. Next day, fever was 105.
Back to E.R. More tests & chest X-ray, all negative. 10/21
Logan was unresponsive & rushed back to E.R. He was
transferred via ambulance to Rady, PICU. Many tests,
MRI’s, Cat scans, spinal taps, blood work, etc. Logan started
having seizures & was put into a medically induced coma to
rest his brain. His breathing became shallow & a breathing
tube was necessary. Logan was very sick. After a week in a
coma, Logan was brought out, but did not respond as
expected. Seizures continued & he had to be put back into a
deep coma again. Things were very bleak. After about 10
days, Logan was brought out of second coma. This time a
better response! Gradually he responded to commands,
recognized his family, and was able to say a word. He
continued to improve with medications, therapy and many
prayers.

improve daily. (Blessed Fr. Serra is
being canonized a Saint in the fall,
when Pope Francis visits USA....he is
the founder of California missions,
first one in San Diego).
Logan had to learn to walk, talk, read
& swallow again. We are so thankful
he has accomplished all this. He is on
a special Ketogenic diet, to help
prevent seizures & taking many meds.
He is also getting PT, OT & speech
therapy, which will continue after he
comes home. Doctors can’t explain
how or where Logan got this
“condition”. They are saying it’s
possibly a form of encephalitis, which
has affected Logan’s short term memory, but other than that,
doctors are amazed at his remarkable progress. It has been a
very stressful 3 months for his parents, brother and
grandparents, but we all are extremely thankful to God for
his recovery. He is being discharged 1/30/15 & hopefully
Logan can lead a normal, happy life once again.

Pastor from his parish came, anointed Logan & placed a relic
of Blessed Fr. Junipera Serra on him. We all believe, through
the intervention of this blessed Priest, Logan began to

International Ancestry
Website Access
The IAS has purchased an international subscription to Ancestry.com
(www.ancestry.com). Included in this subscription is access to many
Irish records databases, including births, deaths, marriages,
christenings, and passenger ship manifests. Over the last few years,
there have been hundreds of new data sources added.
In order to help offset the cost of this subscription to the society, IAS
members may purchase access in one month increments, at a cost of $10
per month. For more details, please contact Edward Brash at
brash99@gmail.com.
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HURLEY HAPPENINGS

Submitted by Lynnette Fitch Brash

We have a sketch of our logo, which I made by replacing
the gun in the historical Irish CnamB logo with a hurley.
Once we get it cleaned up and “print ready”, we will be
kitting out in gear in our team colors of teal, black, white,
and sand.

2014 was a VERY busy and productive year for the
Hampton Roads Hurling Club hurlers as well as the
Cumann na mBan (League of Women) camogs. For some
highlights from last year as well as some team plans for 2015,
we will take a look at CnamB this month and HRHC next
month. After all, ladies first! b
In Ireland, the Cumann na mBan was a very
important group involved in the Irish
struggle for independence from England in
the early 20th C. They trained for the 1916
Easter Rising alongside their male
counterparts in the Irish Volunteers, and
members of the CnamB (as it is often
abbreviated) were important participants in
the Rising, their most famous member being
the Countess Constance Gore-Booth
Markievicz, one of the commanding officers
of the uprising. Most Camogie/Hurling/
Gaelic Athletic Association groups both in
Ireland and in North America are named
after heroes, martyrs, and/or organizations
related to Irish history and culture (Raleigh
Cuchulainn, Atlanta Clan na Gael, DC Gaels,
etc.) -- CUMANN NA MBAN gives us the
coolest camogie (pronounced kuh-moe-ghee)
team name EVER, in our opinion!

The following ladies (alpha order by last name), along
with Coach Edward Brash, are “founding members” of
CnamB who got the sliotar rolling for the very first
dedicated CAMOGIE team in our area by coming out to
CnamB practices in November/December of 2014: Sandy
Archer, Lynnette Fitch Brash, Olivia Brash, Cheryl Brown,
Gabby Brown, Lisa Hunt Burgess, Maureen Cahill, Dana
Fleming, Katie Morse McCrory, Liz Miller, Caroline Morse,
Kate Collins O’Neill, Kathryn Peterson Lambert, Courtney
Scott, Connie Smith, Jackie Trudell, and Heather Walker
Warren. Thanks also to the assistant coaches who started
helping us back in 2014, Seth Miller and Zach Otto!
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the Cumann na mBan
(League of Women) camogs.

With Elizabeth Miller at Larkspur Middle School

Camogie Coach Edward and his daughter,
our newest camog, Olivia Noble Brash

Courtney Scott

Sandy Archer

This is my POGUE MO THOIN shot!!!

Many thanks to Maureen Cahill for taking these photos

Lots of the Camogie players got new gear for
Christmas, but Heather wins for cutest
coordinating jacket and hurley!
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February 2015
Irish American Society
Silent Auction
at the January Meeting
At Murphy’s Pub

photos: Jim Hagerty & Lynnette Fitch Brash
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The Princess Diaries,
continued . . . February 2015
Happy January Birthdays to IAS
Adult Princesses Danielle Donovan Dunn (2001) and Mary
Paris Fien (1998) and to our IAS MAVA Princess (2000)
Amanda Aasheim Knapp!
Congratulations also to Amanda on the new furry member
of her family! The Knapps just welcomed puppy Olaf!
Maybe we will get to see him walk in the Ocean View St.
Patrick’s Day Parade with the IAS Paddy Pack in March…
And since it is January, Happy 10th Wedding Anniversary to
Danielle and her husband Sid along with a Happy 2nd
Wedding Anniversary to IAS Teen Princess 2001 Ashley
Fordice Valdez and her husband Tavis!
Congratulations to
IAS Teen Princess
2005 Sara Rhodes
who is performing as
one of the featured
Irish step dancers at
Disney’s Ragland
Road Irish Pub in
Orlando, Florida,
over the winter
months! (See Sara in
one of her dance
costumes in the
gorgeous pic!) Don’t
worry, folks – Sara
hasn’t left town for
good. She will be
back at Busch Gardens
Ireland in Williamsburg, Virginia, dancing in Celtic Fyre
again this spring!
Congrats also to IAS Adult Princess 2014 Heather Walker
Warren! Heather got the post-surgery all clear to return to
normal activity from her foot doctor in January! Not that
Heather let foot surgery slow her down in any way anyhow!
If anyone else ever has foot issues, she highly recommends
Dr. Campbell at Atlantic Orthopaedic.

Welcome back to IAS
Adult Princess 2000
Lynnette Fitch
Brash and her
hubby Edward
who returned
earlier this
month from a
trip to
Canada’s
beautiful Twin
Cities of Montreal and
Quebec to celebrate their 10th
wedding anniversary (December 17, 2014)! They
thoroughly enjoyed the “winter wonderland”, including an
awesome experience dog sledding at Inukshuk Aventures
(see pics)! Vive le Québécois!
Congrats to Knox Garvin, stepbrother of IAS Adult Princess
2005 Carrie McCabe Gordon. His artwork is being
displayed at the Hermitage Museum in Norfolk until March
3rd, 2015, as part of a three-artist exhibit called Threads. The
Hermitage website states that the exhibit “…explores the
relationship between art and labor as part of a larger human
struggle – one that can still be connected, like a thread,
through time and art to change the way we see the valued
objects of today.” That really sounds fascinating! Go to this
link for more info. http://www.thehermitagemuseum.org/
events/threads-opening-reception.
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Irish American Society of Tidewater
Grand Irish Breakfast Buffet
Sunday February 22, 2015
1 1 :0 0 a .m . - 1 :0 0 p .m

Murphy's Grand Irish Pub
corner of 30th & Pacific Avenues, Virginia Beach

$13 per person
It’s time for an Irish Breakfast, so we've lined one up for February! We hope to see lots of
you out there for the delicious buffet at Murphy's Grand Irish Pub at the Virginia Beach
oceanfront.
$13 per person - DOES include one (1) glass of champagne/mimosa, coffee, tea, or soda but does NOT include tax or gratuity
As always, feel free to bring Irish soda
bread or any other baked goodies to share!
PLEASE NOTE that we only have our
section reserved for two hours; once you
are there, you can stay as long as you
like, but make sure you get there within
the 10 am - 12 pm time range that they
will hold a section for us!

On the buffet will be:
• Scrambled Eggs
• Breakfast Potatoes
• Bangers
• Rashers
• Fresh Fruit Tray

• Baked Beans
• Grilled Tomatoes
• Biscuits
• Butter/Jelly
• Breakfast Pudding
(white/black)

FINNEGAN’S WAKE 2015

Church of the Ascension,
March 7, 2015
Doors open at 6:30.
Tickets on sale at the February Meeting
$15 - adults, $10 - children - Cash bar.
Get your tickets in advance,
no ticket sales at the door.

