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The Irish American
Society of
Tidewater, Virginia,
was established in
1980 to promote
and preserve Irish
culture, and all things
distinctly Irish.
Membership is open
to persons of Irish
birth or ancestry, as
well as those
persons who have
an interest in Irish
history and culture.

Our next
meeting:
January 8
, 2015
at Murph
y’s

Pub

Meetings are held
the first Thursday
of every month at the
Church of the
Ascension
Community Center
4853 Princess
Anne Rd
Virginia Beach, VA.
Doors open at
6:30 p.m.,
the meeting usually
gets underway at
7:00 p.m.,
ending at 9:00 p.m.

January 2015

President's Corner
Dear Fellow Irish American Society Members,
First, a reminder that our next IAS meeting
will be at MURPHY'S GRAND IRISH PUB at the
Virginia Beach oceanfront on January 8th, the
SECOND Thursday of the month, since we
obviously cannot meet on New Year's Day!
Please remind your friends, ***especially*** if
they don't check Facebook, email, or our
website! They do not have to be IAS members to
attend -- ALL are welcome!
If you'd like to take advantage of Murphy's
HAPPY HOUR prices, get there early! They are
reserving the dining room in front of the stage
for us starting at 6 pm. Happy Hour prices will
be in effect until 7 pm.
Murphy's is offering our group a special 3course fixed-price meal they created just for our
dinner meeting!
The cost is $15 per person, NOT including bar
drinks, tax, or tip. Coffee/tea/soda ARE
included in the $15 price. Here is the menu:
APPETIZER:
House Salad (spring mix with fresh vegetables,
blue cheese crumbles, and balsamic vinaigrette)
ENTREE (choose one):
Irish Pie (a homemade blend of beef, sausage,
onions, mashed potatoes, and special seasonings
in a pie crust topped with gravy and served with
cottage fries or fresh vegetables)
or
Bangers and Mash (Irish sausage served with
mashed potatoes, gravy, and fresh vegetables)
or
Old Bay Broiled Flounder (with rice and
sautéed spinach)
DESSERT:
Homemade Apple Crisp
We will be having a SILENT AUCTION of
CELTIC items during the meeting to try and

raise money to offset the monthly $50 rent
Ascension will be charging us for our meetings
starting in 2015. Please bring your checkbooks
and help us raise the funds! The Scottish Society
of Tidewater raised over $800 at their Silent
Auction in December, an excellent
accomplishment -- surely the Irish can be as
generous as the Scots! ;)
Finally, the entertainment for the evening will
be an OPEN MIC of our members and their
friends willing to perform! Edward will MC and
fill in any gaps with your requests, but ANYONE
and EVERYONE who wants to sign up to sing a
song, play a tune, tell a story, crack a joke, dance
a jig, etc. would be MORE than welcome to do
so! We want this to be a chance for everyone to
do his or her party piece! Who knows what talent
is hiding amongst us that hasn't been brought to
light yet???!!! Encourage each other!
Please join us for what promises to be a very
fun kick off to the NEW YEAR! :)
A gentle reminder about the benefits of
membership in the IAS:

Not everyone has the time or energy to
volunteer to help the society, and that's ok. But
one way everyone should contribute to the
health and well being of the organization is by
paying the annual dues. Paying dues does not
OBLIGATE you to do anything or be anywhere;
it is just your contribution to the annual expenses
of running this organization. Dues are how we
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President's Corner - cont’d. from page 1
each help the IAS continue to represent Irish
interests in our area.
As per the IAS by-laws, the annual dues are
due that January, and they cover that calendar
year, ending December 31st, no matter when
during the year you join. The dues are very
important, because they fund the activities
and support the charities that we as an
organization have decided to do and to
support. Membership dues help pay for our
liability insurance, our newletter expenses,
the Tom Porter Memorial Scholarship to
preserve and promote Irish culture, annual
matching donations to St. Baldrick's (juvenile
cancer research) and the Virginia Breast
Cancer Foundation, our St. Patrick's Day
parade floats and festival banners, our
meeting expenses (which now include $50
rent per month to Ascension), our tent each
October at the Central Virginia Celtic Festival
& Highland Games in Richmond, etc.
Do you read the newsletter each month?
Do you enjoy our monthly meetings, cultural
programs, and/or social events? Has the IAS
ever been a vibrant part of the fabric of your
community? Has a family member or friend
ever been supported by the IAS and our Irish
Honor Guard in your/their time of grief?
Have you every used your membership card
for the 10% discount at Murphy's, Erin's
Treasures, or Pixie Treasures? These are just
some of the many excellent reasons I believe
we should all support the IAS by paying our
annual membership dues.

There should be a streamlined IAS
membership renewal/application form for
2015 enclosed in this newsletter. If you are
renewing membership and none of your
contact info has changed, then you only need
to complete the very top part. Please return
this completed form with your dues for 2015
at your earliest ability. And PLEASE -- feel
free to include an extra amount with your
dues to help cover the special activities we
would like to do this year in honor of our 35th
anniversary as an organization in 2015!
I wish all of us health and happiness in the
New Year!

Slán go fóill!
(Bye for now!)

Lynnette Fitch Brash

HOSPITALITY
George & Eileen Collins
NEWSLETTER
Lori Shea, editor
lorishea@aol.com
INTERNET NEWS
Vera Dotson
WEBMASTER
Michael Lawler
WEB SITE
IRLUSA.org
look for us on Facebook!

Flowers of the Forest
Condolences to Donna Looney McGlynn and her entire family on the tragic loss
of her sister Gayle's son, Trent Jeffrey Weber, 17, of Katy, TX. Trent passed in early
December; many of us had just met him at Donna's wedding to John
McGlynn in July. Here is a link to Trent's beautiful obituary.
http://obits.dignitymemorial.com/dignity-memorial/obituary.aspx?n=TrentWeber&lc=3070&pid=173415652&mid=6229097#.VIeQVU_bAwU.facebook
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Chance Encounter in Derry
Becomes Unforgettable
Memory
By Marcey & Skip Hunter
Skip and I spent most of the month of September in the
Emerald Isle, flying into Dublin and circling the country
counter-clockwise. It was the least we could do for ourselves
after Skip had spent a long and arduous 10 months in Kabul,
Afghanistan, fighting alongside NATO forces. We saw some
amazing sites – I’m sure many of you have been fortunate
enough to “go home” to Ireland, and have precious memories
of your own. But there is one experience that stands out for us
that we want to share with you.
As luck would have it, Skip’s credit card was compromised
during our trip. Someone in Miami was using it at fast food
restaurants. Navy Federal caught it before any real damage was
done, but there was no choice but to cancel the card and
overnight us a new one.
We had purposely left our trip open-ended, and didn’t make
too many hotel reservations along the way. But on the fly, the
bank needed to have an address to mail the card, and Skip had
to come up with one quick. Five minutes later we were booked
at a B&B in Derry City for two nights, one extra night than we
had planned. Hmmm…I thought. Maybe we were meant to
spend an extra night in Derry.
We had already spent a sobering couple of days in Belfast. It
was a fun city with lots going for it, but evidence of The
Troubles was just below the surface. We took the infamous
“Black Taxi Tour,” and the driver did not sugar coat it. He
himself was Catholic, from Scotland, and was married to a
Protestant woman. He said it’s still very tough. For example, his
in-laws are unaware that he has a sister who is a nun – and he’s
not about to clue them in, either.
Also, while in Northern Ireland, we learned of the death of
Rev. Iain Paisley, a firebrand
spokesman for the Unionists
and himself a key player in
The Troubles. There was some
talk that riotous youths might
cause trouble that night in
some Belfast neighborhoods,
either in celebration or
mourning, but all was quiet.
We checked into our lovely
B&B in Derry city. As travelers are wont to do, we explored a
wee bit of the night life. Found some interesting Indian food,
and a decent pub for a proper pint (or four) of Guinness. Several
times we passed an interesting “local” pub, The Park Bar, with a
sign in Irish. We figured it would be a friendly place, but it was
closed when we tried it the first night.
We spent the next day in Derry exploring some of its history,
specifically as it related to The Troubles. We toured parts of the
Bogside, and saw the famous murals depicting the events of
January 30, 1972, aka “Bloody Sunday.” But we were pleased to
see that Derry had indeed “moved on” from its troubled past,
and there was much evidence that the Protestant and the
Catholics of the city were working hard to come together for the
betterment of their community in peace and financial
prosperity.
The second night we made sure we got to The Park Bar before
it closed. Almost immediately, a local married couple, Loretta
and Mikey, struck up a conversation with us and we were off to
a grand old time. The bartender, too, was extremely friendly. We
felt right at home.
After about an hour, a gentleman walks into to pub, orders a
drink and excuses himself to the rest room. The married couple

looked at us quite seriously, and asked, “Do you know who that
is?” We confessed that we did not. “That’s John Hume,” Loretta
whispered reverently. The name was vaguely familiar…I had
seen it recently. It rang a bell for Skip as well. “He won the
Nobel Peace Prize,” Mikey said, “…for helping to bring peace to
Northern Ireland.”
We were dumbstruck. We had, quite by chance, been given
the opportunity to meet and talk to a living hero.
We found him to be affable, engaging and very willing to talk.
When Skip said he was in the US Navy, Mr. Hume recalled
memories of his childhood during WWII, when the “Yanks” in
their Navy uniforms spent several months chasing skirts and
rousing rabble.
Oddly, he never spoke of his Nobel
recognition, or any of the work he had
done to bring about peace in Northern
Ireland. It may seem odd, but I
couldn’t bring myself to ask him about
it, like it was rude somehow. However,
he seemed exceedingly proud of the
Martin Luther King Peace Award that
he received in 1999, and talked about
that for quite some time.
He did talk about how both sides in
Derry where getting along and that
both sides had come to the realization
that they were better off working together. We mentioned that
we had just left Belfast where there was still some tension, but
that in Derry people really seem to get along. He responded the
same as everyone else that Belfast is “nuts,” but that Derry is a
model for reconciliation.
We were kicking ourselves that we had left our cell phones in
the B&B to charge up, but Loretta took a picture of us standing
next to Mr. Hume. Hopefully she will know how to send it to
us, I thought.
John Hume finished his drinks, then went home to his wife
for what was hopefully a peaceful night’s sleep.
After he left, we continued talking about Mr. Hume, The
Troubles, and Derry in general. A few more drinks were
consumed, and Loretta began to speak more freely. She revealed
that both she and Mikey had been arrested on that awful day in
January 1972. In fact, Mikey came very close to losing his life
when a British soldier held a gun to his head and asked his
superior if he should “shoot him now.” They were only 16 at
the time, school sweethearts. He said that experience haunts
him to this day. He commiserated with Skip, as he knew Skip
had just come home from the war. “I know you know what it’s
like,” he said.
Loretta called the bartender over, Gerry was his name. She
said something to him that I could not hear, but then he said,
“OK.” It was then that she told us that Gerry had lost his cousin
that day, just 17 years old. “He was just a kid,” Gerry said. He
was quite matter of fact about it; but I thought that he’d
obviously built up lots of scar tissue surrounding that wound.
We had another round, and tried to get the photo from
Loretta’s phone to our phones, or e-mail, but that didn’t work.
We tried everything! Oh well, we reasoned, we’ll just have to
rely on the memory.
As we walked back to the B&B, we just couldn’t believe this
turn of events. We actually spoke to and drank with John
Hume, who we found out later had been voted “The Greatest
Person in Ireland’s History,” in 2010. (He was up against
Michael Collins, Bono, James Connolly and Mary Robinson for
the title, according to Wikipedia.) We met people close to our
own age, who had been on the “front lines” of Ireland’s darkest
days. All this on the day that Iain Paisley was buried.
Our trip to Ireland was special in so many ways, but this
incredible night at the pub in Derry will go down as one of the
most significant experiences of our lives.
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HURLEY HAPPENINGS
Submitted by Lynnette Fitch Brash
Congrats to the Cumann na mBan (League of Women)
CAMOGIE group who have more than doubled in number
since their first practice this year on November 1st! There
are currently double digits of camogs learning how to play
this awesome Irish sport here in Coastal Virginia! All
interested ladies are welcome at
practices on Saturdays from 10 am 12 pm behind Larkspur Middle
School in Virginia Beach. No
experience necessary -- we are all
still mastering the basics. We have
equipment to loan new players
during practices. This group is all
about fun, fitness, and friendship -could be a great way for you to
start off the New Year right!

r
next month fo
See this space
!
more pictures
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The Princess Diaries,
continued . . . January 2015
Congratulations to IAS Adult Princess
2005 Carrie McCabe Gordon who just finished the last class
for her Master of Science in Education! Her MSEd is in
Instructional Design and Technology. Two toddlers, a
husband, a house, a dog, a job, AND graduate school – you
are amazing!!!
Congratulations also to IAS Teen Princess 2005 Sara
Rhodes who just earned her TCRG designation! This means
she is certified to teach Irish step dancing by the official
world-wide Irish dance
organization, An
Coimisiun le Rinci Gaelacha.
Well done, Princess!
Congratulations to our IAS
Little Miss Princess 2010 Moira
O’Neill! Moira just won 2nd
place in the Visual Arts category
for the annual PTA Reflections
Contest at her school. Check
out the pic of her with her
trophy – adorbs!
Welcome back to IAS Junior Princess 2012 Aubree
Musicant and her brother Noah, mom Aimee, and stepdad
Mark! Clan McKewl just returned from a fun-filled trip to
Disney at the end of November!
Our IAS Adult
Princess 2007 Erin
Morrissey had a very
close call recently. One
morning in early
December, hunters ran
deer out onto the road
and right into the
driver’s side of Erin’s
car! A large doe
smashed into Erin’s
car, fell down, then got
up and ran away.
Erin’s car was not so
lucky – the Beagle
Mobile had to be

towed away and is being repaired. Thank heavens Erin
herself was not hurt! In happier news, Erin and her horse
Falchion made a stunning appearance in the Smithfield
Christmas Parade! See pic.
Best wishes for a full and speedy recover to IAS Adult
Princess 2014 and Cumann na mBan camog Heather Walker
Warren who underwent bunion surgery. After some
recovery time, we already have her back out on the Camogie
pitch! Good luck also to the lovely and talented Teresa
Buckley Diaz, our IAS Phone Tree organizer, who also had
major foot surgery recently and has had to curtail some of
her holiday activities as per doctor’s orders while she
recuperates.
Happy December
Birthdays to IAS
Adult Princesses
Maureen Cahill
(2009) and Lynnette
Fitch Brash (2000)
and to IAS Teen
Princesses Maura
Flatley (2004) and
Maggie Wilcox
(2008)! And speaking
of Maureen, check
out the picture of her
with her handsome
son Jeremiah who
just graduated from
OSC school for the USN!
Happy December Wedding Anniversary to IAS Adult
Princess 2000 Lynnette Fitch Brash and her husband
Edward (who were married in 2004), IAS Adult Princess
2010 Kate Collins O’Neill and her husband Tim (who were
married in 2007), and to IAS Teen Princess 2009 Nina Colleti
Galvez and her husband Aaron (who were married in 2013)
– and to all the other IAS couples with December
anniversaries! The Bromleys, the Bradys, and the Kennedys
were all married in Decembers past!
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Good-bye Maura
by Jim Hagerty
On Sunday, December 14, we
gathered at Finn McCool's to
say good bye to long-time
IAS member Maura
O'Connor Ilich. She is
moving to Portland, Oregon
to be nearer to her daughter
Tamara. We’re sorry to see
her leave but it’s for the best
to live closer to Tamara who
lives in Eugene, Oregon.
If we know Maura, she will make lots of new friends in the
assisted living facility.
That too is probably for the best. She’s now 85, her shortterm memory isn’t the best and it’s lonely living alone with
Alex having passed away in July.
It was nice of the IAS president Lynnette and her husband
Edward Brash to come say goodbye. IAS senior vice
president Joe Brady came too.
Maura was born in Portarlington (yes, that’s one word) in
County Laois, Ireland. She left Ireland as a little girl.
Before age 7. Relocated to London, England with her
parents, James Joseph O’Connor and Mary Copeland
O’Connor. It was the mid-30s and dad was looking for
work. He was a blacksmith, but more specifically a farrier
as his specialty was shoeing racing horses.
Her adventurous side led her to travel to America when
she was 24. New York City was her first stop. She found
an apartment on E. 79th Street and took a job as a secretary.
After three years, it was off to Los Angeles where she
would later meet Alex. He too had left his home country
which up till then was Yugoslavia (now called Serbia).

It was an ecumenical marriage. Alex was Greek Orthodox
and Maura is Roman Catholic.
Daughter Tamara was born in 1966 and grew up in L.A.
When she had grown up, Maura and Alex decided to follow
a good friend, Marian Casey Tatish, who had moved to
Virginia. But, sadly, not too long after moving here, Marian
moved back to the West Coast, living in Washington State. So
Maura and Alex made new friends and settled in as
Virginians.
She’ll probably keep attending Mass on Saturday night.
She’ll probably continue to have one brandy with club soda

every evening before dinner, Monday through Thursday.
She’ll probably continue to have a scotch and soda before
dinner on Friday and Sunday. And, of course, no imbibing
the night of Mass on Saturday!
Her address will be:
Tanner Spring, Apt. 221
23000 Horizon Drive
West Linn, OR 97068

