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The Irish Connection

The Irish American 
Society of

Tidewater, Virginia, 
was established in 
1980 to promote
and preserve Irish 

culture, and all things 
distinctly Irish.

Membership is open
to persons of Irish

birth or ancestry, as
well as those

persons who have
an interest in Irish 
history and culture.

Meetings are held
the first Thursday

of every month at the
Church of the 

Ascension  
Community Center

4853 Princess
Anne Rd 

Virginia Beach, VA.
Doors open at

6:30 p.m.,
the meeting usually 
gets underway at

7:00 p.m.,
ending at 9:00 p.m.

Dear Fellow Irish American Society members, 

I have four fun topics to discuss with you in this 
letter!
1.  Our meeting on Thursday, October 2nd will be 
our 2nd Annual HARVEST HOOLEY!!!
Last year was so much fun, we are doing it again!  
We will have a kids’ HARVEST HOOLEY from 
6:15-7:00, then a brief business meeting, and then 
an adult HARVEST HOOLEY.  For the kids, we 
will have bobbing for apples, a pumpkin 
decorating contest (pumpkins must be decorated 
ahead of time!), face painting by our lovely and 
talented Joy Brady-Boyd, and a piñata.  Please 
spread the word and bring your children, 
grandchildren, nieces, nephews, etc.  The adult 
program will be about 3 popular adult beverages 
in Ireland:  hard apple cider, honey mead, and 
beer.  Last 
year, our 
Junior Veep 
and resident 
beer guru “JJ” 
John Johnson 
did an 
outstanding 
presentation 
on pumpkin 
beers; this 
year, his beer lesson will be on WHEAT beer!  We 
will have a Sampling Table of wheat beer, hard 
cider, and mead, but you must contribute one of 
these beverages in order to partake!  If everyone 
brings a bottle or two of something, there will 
be plenty to go around.
2.  The Central Virginia Celtic Festival and 
Highland Games will take place Saturday, 
October 25th and Sunday, October 26th at the 
Richmond Raceway Complex!  The gates will be 
open from 9 am to 6 pm on both days. The IAS 
will most definitely have a shared table/tent 
space there again this October with our friends 
from the Scottish Society of Tidewater and the 
Hampton Roads Hurling Club, so look for it in 
Clan Row and plan to make it your "homebase" 

for a fun weekend at the Games!   Great Celtic 
bands, great Celtic beer, and great Celtic 
shopping will all be on site; our own Glasgow 
Kiss plays the main stage Saturday around noon!  
This festival welcomes friendly dogs, so you can 
bring your fur babies.  Tickets are always 
available at the gate, but they are cheaper in 
advance.  Visit the CVCF&HG website for more 
information on location, tickets, performers, 
activities, vendors, accommodations, dance & 
music competitions, athletics, etc.  http://
vacelticfestival.com/
3.  Our program for the November IAS meeting 
will be an ARAN ISLAND BEGINNERS KNIT 
IN!  Maureen Cahill is an expert knitter, so she is 
going to do a demonstration lesson for us based 
on a specific beginner-level project.  We also need 
other experienced knitters to help out during the 
knit in with one-on-one help for the beginners.  

The project we will work on is a beautiful 
beginner level FISHERMAN’S WIFE KNIT 
COWL kit being sold on Craftsy (URL 
below) that includes the yarn and the 
downloadable instructions.
It was $10 when I bought it, but it is 
currently on sale for only $3!!!  You will need 
to order one of these (or bring about 100 
yards of super bulky yarn you already 
have).  IN ADDITION, you will need size 
#15 needles and three 1-1.5” buttons.  The 

four stitches necessary for this project are as 
follows; Maureen will demonstrate these, and she 
and other experienced 
knitters in the group will 
circulate to help the 
newbie’s!

• Knit 
• Purl 
• Cabling 
• Picot Bind Off 

4.  Edward and I are organizing a one-week tour 
of County Kerry, Ireland, for August 2015.  There 
are only 24 slots, including the two of us, so it 
will be first come, first served in terms of tour 
participants.  We were in Kerry this summer 
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look for us on Facebook!

researching all the “must do” spots, so we 
think we have an awesome itinerary planned!  
Our plan is to be based in the beautiful 
pedestrian town of Killarney and to visit the 
following sites in Kerry:  the Ring of Kerry, 
Killarney National Park, St. Mary’s Cathedral 
(for Sunday Mass), Ross Castle, Gap of 
Dunloe jaunting car tour, lakes of Killarney 
boat ride, Inisfallen Island, Muckross House 
and Gardens, Traditional Farm (still being 
worked in the old ways), and a medieval 
Franciscan monastery. Join us in the evenings 
for traditional music at the Killarney pubs – 
we will make sure you get your fill of Irish 
music and dance!

In addition, we will visit lovely Adare Village 
in Co. Tipperary on our way to Kerry from the 
airport, and we will stay at historic Bunratty 
Castle Hotel in Co. Clare on our last evening 
in Ireland!
We are currently pinning down group 
reservations for flights, hotels, and a coach 
and driver; once everything is finalized, we 
can give you definite dates and the price.  If 
you are interested, be prepared to pay your 
$100 refundable flight deposit ASAP to save 
your place!  Feel free to ask either Edward or 
myself if you have any questions.

Slán go fóill!  
(Bye for now!)

        Lynnette Fitch Brash  m

President's Corner - cont’d. from page 1

This month we feature Gene 

and Lucia Graeff, members of the Irish Society 
since 2010. Gene was born in Hamburg, 
Pennsylvania and Lucia was born in Derry, 
Northern Ireland.

They met while Gene was in the Navy, 
stationed in Ireland. He would frequent 
Fioentini’s, a restaurant which was owned by 
Lucia’s parents where she worked.  They have 
been married for 54 years and have two 
children; a son, Gene and a daughter Barbara. 
They share their home with their dog, whose 
name is Doire. Doire is Irish for Derry.

Something few people know about Gene is 
that he played softball for the Navy and 
pitched a perfect game in 1968. Lucia says few 
people know that when she was younger, she 
seriously thought of becoming a nun.

Gene’s favorite food is Mexican while Lucia 
loves seafood. Gene’s hobby is woodworking 
and as many of you know, he makes those 
wonderful Irish cottages for the Irish society as 
well as other woodwork items. Lucia loves to 
read and has several hundred books on her 
kindle as we speak. Gene’s favorite book was 
about the USS Pueblo and Lucia doesn’t really 
have a favorite as she enjoys all types of books. 
Neither Gene nor Lucia has a favorite movie as 
they are not much on watching movies. On the 

subject of pet peeves, Gene says he hates how 
inconsiderate people are when they drive. 
Lucia’s pet peeve, ‘other than Gene’ is she 
does not like it when people are not on time. 

They were asked,” if you could be an 
animal, what would you be and why.” Gene 
picked a thoroughbred racehorse because they 
can run fast. Lucia 
said she would like 
to be her dog, 
Doire, because she 
is so spoiled.

Gene’s most 
memorable travel 
experience  was his 
first trip to Ireland 
going to be 
stationed there in 
1958. Lucia’s most memorable travel 
experience was when they went on a cruise to 
Alaska in 2012. Gene’s idea of a perfect day is 
working in his workshop and out for a nice 
dinner while Lucia says she would love 
relaxing all day and going out for a nice 
dinner.

They joined the Irish Society after hearing of 
it from a friend, Monica Porter, who was also 
from Derry. They like the companionship of 
fellow countrymen as well as learning about 
the heritage and culture and making new 
friends.

See you all next month when we will have 
an interview with other members from the 
group. Who will it be?

MEET OUR MEMBERS
by Debbie Moore
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Hear all the latest about our Hibernian hounds!
Feel free to submit news and/or pictures relating to

Irish breed or Irish-owned dogs!

REST IN PEACE,
FAITHFUL FRIEND EINSTEIN CONTI

Deepest sympathies 
to Rebecca Conti on 
the recent loss of her 
beloved Irish 
wolfhound Einstein. 
Rebecca and Einstein 
were founding 
members of the IAS 
Paddy Pack and 
marched in the IAS 
contingent annually 
at the Ocean View St. 
Patrick's Day Parade; 
people all along the 
parade route would 
oooooh and aaaaah 
over this handsome boy every year. Einstein was our most 
popular attraction several years ago at the Celtic Night at the 
Beach in VB. And some of you may recall when Rebecca and 
Einstein did the January 2012 IAS meeting program for us on 
"Irish Wolf Hounds: Breed of the High Kings of Eire". It was 
fantastic! Farewell to our gentle giant Einstein, and 
condolences to the entire Conti clan.

CUSTOM BEDS FOR SMALL PETS –
ORDER AS CHRISTMAS GIFTS!!!  

In happier news, our own talented wood worker Gene 
Graeff has come up 
with another great 
fundraiser for the IAS!  
Just in time for 
Christmas gift giving, 
Gene is taking orders 
for small pet beds.  
They are perfect for 
small dogs or cats; see 
the picture of Gene 
and Lucia’s Chihuahua Doire in one Gene already made for 
an idea on sizing.  The size is 21.5” wide, 20” deep, and 5” 
high at the bed.  The back is 14.5” high. The paint colors for 
the wooden beds can be customized to suit your décor 
preferences.

Gene is selling the pet beds for 
$30 each, $5 of which he will 
donate to the IAS!  Contact 
him at lugen1@verizon.net to 
place an order!  You would 
also need to get a pad or 
cushion to go on top of the 
bed. Gene says the small one 
from Walmart fits really well.  He thinks it is 17” deep and 
22’ wide. 

CU CORNER

(Note: Cu is Gaelic for dog!)

Flowers of the Forest

IAS member George Hamilton passed away 
suddenly on September 3rd. George had just 
joined the IAS at the beginning of this year, 

after he and his wife Mary attended the 2013 IAS 
Christmas Ceili with Lori Shea. Our condolences to Mary and the 

rest of the Hamilton family.
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CELTIC COUSINS COOKOUT

Many thanks to all who came out for the 3rd 
Annual Celtic Cousins Cook Out! What a fun day! 
We had clear skies from 2-4 pm and great turn out 
from local Irish and Scottish families! Lots of great 

food and great friends, old and new! The rain 
started at 4, but the party kept on going under the 
roof of the huge Ascension picnic area!!! We were 

treated to outstanding live Irish and Scottish music 
by the seisiun musicians, and there was even a bit 
of impromptu step dancing!  Thanks, as always, to 
those who brought yummy dishes to share, to our 

talented musicians, to "JJ" John Johnson  and 
Justin Johnson for doing all the grilling, and to 

everyone who helped with set up and/or clean up! 
SPECIAL THANKS to Donna Looney McGlynn 

who pulled far more than her fair share of the load 
and kept everything running smoothly all day long.  

Thanks also to my amazing husband, Edward 
Brash, who made all the homemade pulled pork 

BBQ and coleslaw, who lugged and set up the 
sound equipment, who organized the seisiun so we 
would have live music, and who did plenty more 
behind the scene to help make the event a success.  

Great team effort, everyone!
How can you not have fun with 

these two lads around?! Joe Hardie 
of Co. Cork and Justin Johnson of 

Clan Johnson!

IAS members Scott Macgregor and 
Mark Corbitt don't let a little rain get 

in the way of a fun day!
photoAimee Crabtree Musicant 

The rain did NOT stop the party!
photo: Joy Brady-Boyd

So nice to have Clan McKewl back again!!!
photoAimee Crabtree Musicant Corbitt

Sarah Brash treated us to an a cappella tune, 
"Marrying the Sea" by Declan O'Rourke, while her 

proud father Edward Brash listens.

Colin McGlynn had some fun in 
the puddles after playing a bit of 

fiddle in the seisiun with his 
granddad, John McGlynn!

https://www.facebook.com/aimee.musicant
https://www.facebook.com/aimee.musicant
https://www.facebook.com/aimee.musicant
https://www.facebook.com/aimee.musicant


The Irish Connection Page -5

3rd Annual CELTIC COUSINS 
COOKOUT

September 13, 2014

JJ getting ready to get his grill on!
photo: Joy Brady-Boyd

Later in the day, the seisiun rocked out a bit with 
some Flogging Molly, Drop Kick Murphys, Great Big 

Sea, and Gaelic Storm covers! Not to mention 
Glasgow Kiss originals!

photoAimee Crabtree Musicant Corbitt

What a spread!
photo: Joy Brady-Boyd

Mary Ann Bromley with Jordan 
and Jessica

photo: Joy Brady-Boyd

Jack Kennedy and Lynnette Brash
photo: Maureen Cahill

HRHC member Jennifer Harding got in some 
snuggle time with the Brash whippets, 
Dalriada (RiRi) and Glasnevin (Nev)!

photo: Kevin Sweeney

https://www.facebook.com/aimee.musicant
https://www.facebook.com/aimee.musicant
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Submitted by Lynnette Fitch Brash

The Hampton Roads Hurling Club Fall Pub 
League 2014 had a great Opening Ceremony 
and first game!  Piper Sean Cuddy did a great job piping the 
teams onto the field. We had very nice turn out in the stands 
and had a fun time cheering on some solid hurling. The first 
game of the season was very evenly matched and ended in a 
tied score with the green-shirted WOLFHOUNDS 3-6, red-
shirted RAVENS 2-9 (15 all). Since it was a tie, the captains 
(Ryan Norman, Edward Brash, and Bob Akamine) chose two 
Men of the Match. Congrats to Josh Parker (RAVENS) and 
Chris Wolkowich (WOLFHOUNDS) on this well deserved 
honor!  
Congratulations to the WOLFHOUNDS team who won the 
second match of the season 6-11 to 5-7 (29-22) over the blue-
shirted FLYING COLUMN team.  Jason Hall (WOLFHOUNDS) 
was chosen as Man of the Match for this game, and he certainly 
earned the title with plenty of finesse on the field.  
Don't miss this week's match when the FLYING COLUMN 
takes on the RAVENS!  Also, don't miss out on lunch/beverages 
afterward at Park Lane Tavern in Hampton Colosseum Mall 
(aka Peninsula Town Center)! That would be a great chance to 
give a warm welcome to Paul Cannon from Craughwell, Co. 
Galway! He is hurling on the FLYING COLUMN team this 
season!
http://parklanetavern.com/locations/

REMAINING HAMPTON ROADS HURLING CLUB FALL 
2014 PUB LEAGUE SCHEDULE:
• Sun. Sept. 28 - Greg Garrett FLYING COLUMN (blue) vs 
Wilson's RAVENS (red)
• Sun. Oct. 5 - Wilson's RAVENS (red) vs Bayport 
WOLFHOUNDS (green)
• Sun. Oct. 12 - Greg Garrett FLYING COLUMN (blue) vs 
Wilson's RAVENS (red)
• Sun. Oct. 19 – Greg Garrett FLYING COLUMN (blue) vs 
Bayport WOLFHOUNDS (green)
• Sun. Nov. 2 - Fall 2014 HRHC Pub League Championship

All pub league matches this season are held Sundays at 10:30 
am at GOSNOLD'S HOPE PARK in Hampton.  http://
hampton.gov/Facilities/Facility/Details/2
Don't miss out on the fun of watching live HURLING, Ireland's 
iconic sport, being played in our area!!! WEAR IRISH GEAR 
and don't forget sunglasses, sunscreen, hats, etc.  Not sure what 
HURLING is? Check out this short, exciting video about "the 
fastest game on grass"!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TmzivRetelE

Thanks to the sponsors for the HRHC Fall 2014 Pub League: 
• Greg Garrett Realty (http://www.facebook.com/

GregGarrettRealty)
• Bayport Credit Union (http://www.facebook.com/

bayportcu)
• Wilson's of Oxford (https://www.facebook.com/pages/

Wilsons-of-Oxford/335094813269387)

HURLEY HAPPENINGS

Jackie Trudell came out for the 
hurling wearing some Irish gear 

from back home in NY!

Paul Cannon of Craughwell, Co. Galway 
chats with Piper Sean before the match.

Come join the party in the stands!

HRHC Fall Pub League 2014 -- 
Opening Ceremony & First Game

Two of our 2014 IAS 
Princesses were there 

to cheer on the hurlers! 
Thanks, Heather and 

Caelin!
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Congratulations to IAS Teen Princess 2008 
Maggie Wilcox who will be interning for two weeks with 
Virginia Tech Sports Nutrition and working with the VA 
Teach football team in October!  Maggie is a proud VT 
alumna, so, as you might imagine, she is beyond excited at 
the opportunity to be back in Blacksburg for a fortnight!  
Enjoy, enjoy, Maggie!

Congratulation to 
Steven Knapp, hubby of 
IAS Multicultural Alliance 
of Virginia (MAVA 
pageant) Princess 2000 
Amanda Aasheim Knapp!  
Steve just made Chief 
Petty Officer in the United 
States Navy!  (See pic of 
Amanda and Steven with 
their daughters Katie and 
Josie.)  Way to go, Steve!

It was fantastic to have 
so many of our IAS 
Princesses show up to 
support the recent 3rd annual Celtic Cousins Cook Out that 

we co-hosted with the Scottish Society of Tidewater!  IAS 
Adult Princesses Kate Collins O’Neill (2010), Maureen 
Tobin Cahill (2009), and Lynnette Fitch Brash (2000); IAS 
Teen Princesses Jyllian Barry (2014) and Sarah Brash (2010); 
IAS Junior Princesses twins Jordan 
& Jessica Boyd (2014) and Aubree 
Musicant (2012); and IAS Little 
Miss Princess 2010 Moira O’Neill 
were all there proudly representing 
the Irish!  See inside the issue for a 
photo collage from this great event!

Congratulations to IAS Teen 
Princess 2014 Jyllian Barry who 
recently got her braces off!  Your 
smile was always beautiful, but 
WOWZA!  Looking good, Princess!  
(See pic of Jyllian braces free!)

Happy September Birthdays to IAS Adult Princess Carrie 
McCabe Gordon and IAS Teen Princesses Carlyn Aasheim 
(2000), Lauren Chaplin Carozzoni (2006), and Sarah Brash 
(2010)!  Happy Birthday as well to Sarah’s identical twin 
sister Olivia!  AND Happy Birthday to our illustrious IAS 
newsletter editor, Lori Shea!  b

Congratulations to IAS Teen Princess 2002 Emily Ahern 
who married Max Wareing in Virginia Beach on September 
20th!  Their ceremony was at First Presbyterian Church of 
Virginia Beach.  They had gorgeous weather afterward for 
their outdoors reception.  All the best!

The Princess Diaries, 
continued . . . October 2014

IAS & FRIENDS 

HALFWAY TO ST. PATRICK'S DAY 

HAPPY HOUR

The usual suspects, having a grand time!

Ryan Nocon, percussionist in GLASGOW KISS, 
had his own fan club!!!
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FRESH EIRE
Keeping up with

Irish Events!
submitted by Lynnette Fitch Brash

IAS & FRIENDS 

HALFWAY TO ST. PATRICK'S DAY HAPPY HOUR

Old and new friends alike had a blast at the IAS & FRIENDS 
HALFWAY TO ST. PATRICK'S DAY HAPPY HOUR at O'Connor 
Brewing Company on Saturday, September 20th! GLASGOW 
KISS put on a great show, and we all had loads of fun! Thanks to 
all the ceili dancers for participating -- the dancer of the day 
award goes to young Cole Justesen for being first on the 
floor showing off his moves! Too cute!  For those of you 
ceili dancing or watching the ceili dancing there who may 
wish to know, the ceili dance we did is called THE 
HAYMAKER'S JIG. Here's a good little video tutorial! 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eOVfFgpWkYs

Kevin & Sheila Smith came out 
for their first IAS event and were 
tons of fun! They just got back 

from visiting her family in 
Northern Ireland and also taking 

their daughters on a road trip 
throughout the Republic of 

Ireland as well!

Two lovely Irish lasses, Danielle and Jackie, 
enjoying the festivities! Jackie Trudell is 

TOTALLY representing for the Irish!

Emily, Nick, and Cole Justesen -- adorable! Nick 
plays for the Hampton Roads Hurling Club.

The kids there were all 
really getting into dancing 

to Glasgow Kiss!

Donna Looney McGlynn and her friend Debbie, 
a fiddler from North Carolina


