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The Irish Connection

The Irish American 
Society of

Tidewater, Virginia, 
was established in 
1980 to promote
and preserve Irish 

culture, and all things 
distinctly Irish.

Membership is open
to persons of Irish

birth or ancestry, as
well as those

persons who have
an interest in Irish 
history and culture.

Meetings are held
the first Thursday

of every month at the
Church of the 

Ascension  
Community Center

4853 Princess
Anne Rd 

Virginia Beach, VA.
Doors open at

6:30 p.m.,
the meeting usually 
gets underway at

7:00 p.m.,
ending at 9:00 p.m.

Dear Fellow Irish American Society members, 

Many thanks to IAS members Eileen Walker and 
her daughter Heather Warren for collaborating with 
Edward and me on the “Kilmainham Gaol:  Irish 
History in Photography and Music” program we 
did at the June IAS meeting!  Eileen and Heather 
presented a terrific talk based around their pictures 
taken at Kilmainham Gaol, and they also brought a 
handout made from the actual Kilmainham Gaol 
brochure!  I finished out the program with some 
additional details about Kilmainham Gaol and the 
Irish executed by the English after the 1916 Easter 
Rising, including some slides embedded with songs.  
Many thanks to Edward Brash for his BEAUTIFUL 
recordings of "Grace", "James Connolly", "Come out 
Ye Black & Tans", and "My Last Farewell" to supply 
the musical part of the program!  (Because of the 
date change on the meeting, he was not able to 
attend to perform them live.)  Check the IAS 
Facebook page if you want to hear these beautiful 
tunes.    

Thanks to ALL who came out in June for this 
great IAS meeting!  Our new board members Kate 
Sandoval and Cheryl Brown did a fabulous job in 
their new positions! THANK YOU SO MUCH to 
Lisa Hunt Burgess, TMRF, who did such a great job 
teaching "Haste to the Wedding" during the pre-
meeting ceili class! Thanks to all the dancers, 
especially the members of the British Isles Dancers 
who came out to support Celtic social dancing in 
the area.  Thanks to Jacki Chaplin and Scott 

Macgregor for getting them on board for the 
dancing.  Two of the British Isles Dancers were there 
to dance with us even though it was their Wedding  
Anniversary!!! WOW! Thanks also to Heather 
Warren, Sandy Macgregor, and Betsy Kennedy for 
their help with the AV, since Edward wasn't there. 
Last but not least, thanks to Cheryl Brown and JJ 
(John Johnson) for the much-appreciated help 
packing up and lugging out all the AV equipment. 

PLEASE NOTE: Because of the 4th of July 
holiday weekend, our meeting this month only will 
be on the SECOND Thursday. For our Thursday, 
July 10th meeting, we have the second half of a 
fantastic program from IAS members Patti Graeff 
and Debbie Moore PLUS an Ice Cream Social!

Patti and Debbie will be finishing a great program 
for us called "A Coastal Tour of Ireland, pt. 2" based 

on their trip around the perimeter of 
Ireland! Several months ago they 
took us about 75% of the way 
around the island, but they still have 
the final Cork to Waterford to 
Wexford to Dublin leg to go! The 
first part of their journey was great, 
and I am sure this presentation will 
be good fun, too!
And speaking of fun, as part of the 
evening's activities, we'd like to 
have an ICE CREAM SOCIAL. Who 
doesn't love ice cream, especially in 
the summer time?! Ice cream is a 
treat for all ages, from the very 
young to the young at heart. The 
IAS will supply vanilla ice cream, 
bowls, and spoons. We ask that 
members each bring a FAVORITE 
TOPPING TO SHARE for an ICE 

CREAM SUNDAE BAR!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! Some possible 
options: Hershey chocolate syrup, chopped nuts, 
banana slices, maraschino cherries, caramel sauce, 
M&Ms, butterscotch chips, crushed pineapple, 
sliced strawberries, Oreo crumbles, sprinkles/
Jimmies, brownie chunks, mini Reese’s Pieces, 
Butterfinger crumbles, etc. Please RSVP your 
topping contributions on the Facebook meeting 

President's Corner

Continued on page -2 - 

Our next meeting:
July 10, 2014

NOTE:     The July IAS meeting will 

be on Thursday, July 10th not 

on July 3rd which is the week of 

Independence Day.

Irish American Society of Tidewater

Grand Irish Breakfast Buffet

Sunday July 13thth

at

Murphy's Grand Irish 
Pub

11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
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look for us on Facebook!

♣ Checking Balance: after opening a new 
account, 3,188.43

♣ New Business: The start of Irish Dancing has 
commenced, please come and join in,  dance 
all summer long before each meeting.

♣ New visitors: Marie- Visiting with Cathy 
(from Pa). Frank (long Island) and 
Bernadette-Ireland, (Killkenny)

♣ Birthday and Anniversary- Irish defeated the 
Vikings?

♣ Old Business: Irish Breakfast Sunday July 
13th at Murphy’s Grand Irish Pub, 11-1pm 
(13$) includes food and one mimosa- not 
covered - tax and tip

♣ July meeting’s program will be the second 
week due to the holiday Thursday the 10th-
part two; coastal tour, maybe pot luck. 
Auction off Gene’s cottage - cottages are 
adorable.

♣ Hurling had a great turn out for the first 
match and then went to the tavern 
afterwards. 

♣ Gosnell Park – game starts at 10am – blood 
thirst both teams.

♣ Saturday we are having an Irish Society 
happy hour July 16th @ Smartmouth brewery 
and Glasgow Kiss will be playing. James 
Joyce theme– maybe wear something to give 
a nod to him- eye patch, hat or dress with 
bow tie.

♣ Katherine Toomey- had a knee operation, in 
recovery but having difficulty, not up to 
visitations yet.

♣ Thank you to all who brought desserts - it is 
greatly appreciated

Submitted by: Cheryl Browm

Meeting Minutes - June 2014

invitation or to me by e-mail 
(l.fitch.brash@gmail.com), so we don't have a 
lot of topping repetition!  Variety would be 
better.  I am bringing 100% pure Canadian 
maple syrup for the Ice Cream Sundae Bar.  You 
haven’t lived until you have tried vanilla ice 
cream with pure maple syrup on top!

And if you really want to earn that ice cream 
sundae, don’t forget that IAS Teen Princess 2005 
Maggie Wilcox and some of her Irish dance 
buddies will be teaching a FREE Irish Ceili 
Dance Class for us before the meeting! Please be 
there in comfortable shoes and clothes ready to 
have a good time from 6:15-7:00 pm if you have 
any interest in Irish social dancing! This is for all 
ages from the wee ones to the young-at-heart. 
NO PARTNER OR PRIOR EXPERIENCE 
REQUIRED!!! Bring friends to join in the fun!

Don’t forget we have two other IAS & Friends 
social events going on this month.  The next Full 

Irish Breakfast will be on Sunday, July 13 at 
Murphy’s Grand Irish Pub in Virginia Beach.  
They will have the usual buffet going for us at 
$13 per person, including one Mimosa or Bloody 
Mary, but NOT including tax and tip.  They will 
reserve our usual section on the other side of the 
fireplace from 11 am – 1 pm, but feel free to stay 
later!  Also, the second annual Drinking at 
Lughnasadh Happy Hour at O’Connor’s 
Brewing Company in Norfolk is happening on 
Saturday, July 26th.  Our own Glasgow Kiss will 
be providing live Irish music.  More on this on 
our Facebook page as it develops.
           

Slán go fóill!  
(Bye for now!)

        Lynnette Fitch Brash  m

President's Corner - cont’d. from page 1

Irish Cottage to be Raffled Off at July Meeting

Gene Graeff has donated another Irish 
Cottage to be raffled off at the July 

Meeting.

It is 32 inches long, 18 inches deep and 
14 inches high.
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Flowers of the Forest

Our condolences this month to the family of 
Kay Sweeney, who passed away on June 

14th.  Bill and Kay Sweeney were active in the 
Irish Society for many years.

Kay was the “Tea Room Supervisor” as President 
Tom Porter then referred to the “hospitality folks.”

Bill Sweeney was Treasurer for many years (and the person 
who, if you read the Irish Echo newspaper in New York, you should call for 
info if you moved to Virginia Beach!).

The newsletter article by Tom Porter here is from April 1997 and the photo of 
Kay and Bill from January 2005.
Our warmest wishes to Bill and their family.
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Many thanks to everyone who came out to the 
games to support the HAMPTON ROADS 
HURLING CLUB in their inaugural pub league season! How 
exciting! What a great season of hurling! On the anniversary 
week of the Battle of Clontarf, the Brian Boru team 
(captained by IAS Financial Secretary Edward Brash) edged 
out the Irish Wolfhounds (captained by IAS member and 
HRHC President Ryan Norman) for another hard fought 
win. Team Boru therefore wins the HRHC spring 2014 pub 
league with 3 wins, 1 tie, 2 losses! New teams will be formed 
in the fall for another HRHC pub league season, and new 
recruits are DEFINITELY welcome! Come learn how to play 
this iconic IRISH sport! Tuesday night (behind Larkspur 
Middle School in Virginia Beach), Thursday night (at 
Gosnold's Hope Park in Hampton), and Sunday morning 
practices (also at Gosnold's) will continue all summer. Check 
the HRHC Facebook page for more info!

submitted by Lynnette Fitch Brash

HURLEY HAPPENINGS

Hurling photos courtesy of Dee Akright, Photographer
and Lynnette Fitch Brash.  Scoreboard created by Jason Wilson.
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MEET OUR MEMBERS
By Debbie Moore

This month we feature Gene and Patti 
Graeff, members of the Irish Society since 

2013. Gene was born in Londonderry, Northern 
Ireland and left there when he was one year old. His Dad was in 
the Navy, so he lived in various places, such as Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, Texas, Florida and Puerto Rico, before settling in 
Virginia Beach about 1974. Patti is a true local, being born and 
raised in Virginia Beach.

They met their senior year at Princess Anne High School and 
have been married for 25 years.  Something few people know 
about Gene is that he may look tough, but is really a pussycat 
and Patti says she is an open book and there is nothing people 
don’t know about her.

Gene’s favorite food is anything spicy but he does love a good 
Oysters Rockefeller and Patti loves shrimp, shrimp and more 
shrimp. Gene’s hobby is deep sea fishing, while Patti’s are 
reading and listening to music.  While Gene is not a reader, Patti 
loves to read anything by Richard Paul Evans.

On the subject of movies, Gene likes anything action packed 
and recently watched “Lone Survivor”. Patti’s all-time favorite 
movie is “The Wizard of Oz”.  Pet peeves include for Gene not 
being on time. Patti hates when people don’t let her finish 
speaking before they answer her.

They were asked, “If you 
could be an animal, what 
would you be and why”? 
Gene responded, “An eagle 
because they can soar” and 
Patti said, “A cat because 
they have nine lives and 
walks so gracefully”.  

Their most memorable 
travel experience was when 
they went to Ireland for 
three weeks in August 2011 
and were in the church where he was baptized 50 years earlier.

Gene’s idea of a perfect day is lounging in a boat with a 
fishing pole while Patti’s is sitting in the back yard on a cool 
summer day with a glass of iced tea without the restraints of a 
clock.

They were recruited to the Irish Society by Gene’s parents, 
Gene Sr. and Lucia Graeff, who have been members for many 
years. They joined the Irish Society to learn more of Gene’s Irish 
heritage and share it with like-minded people. Gene says “it’s a 
family affair”.

Next time you are at a meeting, stop and say hello to them. 
They are very friendly and down to earth people and you will 
enjoy them.

Next month we will feature other members. So stay tuned and 
see who it is.   It may be you.

HURLEY HAPPENINGS
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BLOOMSDAY HAPPY HOUR
The recent IAS & Friends BLOOMSDAY HAPPY HOUR 
at Smartmouth Brewery in Norfolk featuring live music 
by GLASGOW KISS was a super fun event! Thanks to 
all who came out, especially those with James Joyce gear 
on!
What is Bloomsday? Well, Bloomsday is celebrated, 
especially in Dublin, on (or as close as possible to) June 
16 annually. Bloomsday is named after Leopold Bloom, 
the main character of James Joyce’s novel Ulysses. All the 
events of Ulysses take place during one day (June 16th, 
1904) as Bloom makes his way around various locations 
in Dublin, Ireland. 
Thanks to my hubby Edward Brash for the idea of a local 
Bloomsday celebration. He knows how much I loved the 
one I went to in Dublin. I think our event here went really 
well and we should do it again next year!

If you check out this Wikipedia entry on Bloomsday, you 
will see I added our event under the list of celebrations in 
the US! 
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bloomsday#Bloomsday_activities

"The Irish American Society of Tidewater, Virginia, held a 
Bloomsday Happy Hour at Smartmouth Brewery in Norfolk, 

Virginia, on Saturday, 14 June 2014. Live Irish music was 
provided by the band Glasgow Kiss, and IAS members 
attended dressed in Joycean accessories (fedoras, round 
glasses, eye patches, etc.)."

FRESH EIRE
Keeping up with

Irish Events!
submitted by Lynnette Fitch Brash

w
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Congratulations to IAS Teen Princess 2008 Meagan 
Oglethorpe and her long-time beau Erick Garibay who were 
married at the beginning of June in an oceanfront ceremony in 
Virginia Beach.  See pix of Meagan and her aunt, IAS Adult 
Princess 2009 Maureen Cahill, at the wedding and reception on 
Meagan’s Facebook page!  And more congratulations are due to 
Maureen and family on the graduation of her son Jeremiah 
Cahill with a degree in Civil Engineering from Old Dominion 
University this May!  Way to go, Jeremiah!

Congratulations and good luck to our other IAS Teen Princess 
for 2008, Maggie Wilcox!   Last month, Maggie graduated from 
Virginia Tech with a BS in Human Nutrition, Foods, and 
Exercise and a concentration in Dietetics.  She starts a year-long 
dietetic internship and graduate school in the fall.  She’ll be 
doing her rotations in Baltimore for the fall and at CHKD and 
Norfolk General in the spring before she sits for her Registered 
Dietitian exam spring 2015.  After that, she may do another year 
of study on Sports Nutrition.  We are proud of your 
accomplishments and also very excited that you are providing 
FREE ceili lessons for IAS members prior to our July and 
August meetings!

Happy Wedding Anniversary to IAS Adult Princess 2013 
Rebecca Norman and hubby Ryan as well!  They celebrated 
their 9th anniversary this June.  On a much sadder note, 
condolences to the entire Norman clan on the loss of Ryan’s 
grandmother, Patricia "Petee" A. Van Dreel, who passed away 
due to complications from surgery this month.

Congratulations to IAS Teen Princess 2014 Jyllian Barry who 
just earned her green belt in Taekwondo!  The word on the 
street is that she was in a testing group with four boys and 
smoked them all!  Now that is real PRINCESS POWER!  Her 
siblings, IAS Junior Princesses 2014 twins Jessie and Jordan 
Boyd AND their brother Will ALL also moved up to the next 
belt level as well!  Sounds like Clan Brady is kicking rump and 
taking names (see photo below)!

Congratulations to IAS Little Miss 
Princess 2014 Caelin Warren who in 
May ran her very first race at the 
Chick-fil-A kids’ 1K (see photo)!  
Caelin’s mom, our IAS Adult 
Princess 2014 Heather Warren, also 
ran the 5K that day.  Way to go, 
girleens!

Welcome back to IAS Teen Princess 2012 Caitlyn Taylor, who 
spent 2 weeks this May in Mexico, and to IAS Adult Princess 
2003 Tamara Cervi, who just got back from another family 
reunion in Ireland!  

Happy June Birthday to IAS Teen Princess 2005 Sara Rhodes!  
Our super friendly and talented Sara is dancing again this 
summer in the “Celtic Fyre” show at Busch Gardens Ireland, so 
go say hi and HBD to her in person!

Happy First Wedding Anniversary to IAS Adult Princess 2011 
Bridgett Cherry Sakach and her husband Darryl.  They were 
married June 1, 2013.  Speaking of Bridgett and Darryl, good job 
completing the “Run to Remember” half marathon sponsored 
by the Boston Police Running Club.  In the race, which took 
place over Memorial Day weekend, Bridgett got to wear a 
special shirt (see photos) honoring her Father, Chesapeake 

Police Department 
Sergeant John Cherry, who 
fell in the line of duty. 

The Princess Diaries, 
continued . . . July 2014
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Irish American Society of Tidewater
Grand Irish Breakfast Buffet

Sunday July 13thth   at

Murphy's Grand Irish Pub
corner of 30th & Pacific Avenues, Virginia Beach

$13 per person
Mimosa or Bloody Mary

        

      Feel free to bring your favorite Irish Soda Bread to share!
Breakfast will be served from 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Hear all the latest about our Hibernian hounds!
Feel free to submit news and/or pictures relating to

Irish breed or Irish-owned dogs!
Submitted by Lynnette Fitch Brash

Many thanks to Paddy Pack Irish Wolfhound mama Heather 
Hanchett Burns for the info on the gorgeous Celtic knotwork 
leashes from the SavingGreys Store on Etsy! I ordered one that 
is gold on one side and silver on the other so it would match 
both of the Book of Kells collars my whippets usually wear for 
parades!  I’m going to get another Celtic knotwork leash from 
Saving Greys that is one side green (for our “Irish” dog, 
Glasnevin) and one side purple (for our “Scottish” dog, 
Dalriada)!  This shop also has beautiful Celtic knotwork collars 
available as well.

www.etsy.com/listing/160783033/celtic-knot-double-sided-
leash-6-color?ref=pr_shop

The SavingGreys Store is on Facebook as well as Etsy.  Here’s 
some more info about the business from the owner.  She makes 
custom martingale collars and matching leads for all breeds.  

“SavingGreys was born as a means for me to stay at home with my two 
daughters - one human, and one Greyhound. Making Martingale's 
allows me to work with dogs and dog lovers alike, and occasionally 
affords me the privilege of contributing to our local Greyhound rescue 
group, GreyHeart Greyhound Rescue and Adoption of Michigan.

My primary concern is customer satisfaction, and I'll do anything I 
can to make sure you end up with a product you (and your dog) love!  
Every item is made to order, so you are always welcome to submit the 
measurement of the largest circumference of your dog's head for a one 
of a kind fit!  Just remember to let me know if your dog is not yet fully 
grown.”

CU CORNER

(Note: Cu is Gaelic for dog!)

ART NOTES

Betsy Kennedy is offering a 3 week summer special Celtic 
Calligraphy Class the first three Tuesdays of August - the 5th,, 
12th and 19th,  from 9:30 to 11:30 AM.

If more than 3 people are interested in an evening class we 
could arrange one on Monday evenings.

Also, One11 Art in Norfolk will be featuring an art show 
centered on Fr. Thomas Quinlan, along with a showing of the 
award winning film-The Trouble With T. Q.   Produced by 
Calvin Thomas -  August 8, 9,and 10, 2014.  


