
The Irish American 
Society of

Tidewater, Virginia, 
was established in 
1980 to promote
and preserve Irish 

culture, and all things 
distinctly Irish.

Membership is open
to persons of Irish

birth or ancestry, as
well as those

persons who have
an interest in Irish 
history and culture.

Meetings are held
the first Thursday

of every month at the
Church of the 

Ascension  
Community Center

4853 Princess
Anne Rd 

Virginia Beach, VA.
Doors open at

6:30 p.m.,
the meeting usually 
gets underway at

7:00 p.m.,
ending at 9:00 p.m.

Dear Fellow Irish American Society members, 
As I said at our May meeting celebrating their 
MANY contributions to the IAS over the years, we 
are at the end of “The Bromley Era” of IAS history 
as neither Mike nor Mary Ann Bromley is running 
for re-
election 
this May.  
At least 
one and 
often both 
of the 
Bromley's 
have 
served on 
the IAS 
board for 
over 12 
years 
now!  We 
will miss 
their help 
and 
support 
on the 
board, but not to worry folks – they are NOT 
retiring from the IAS – only from the IAS board!  
Mike and Mary Ann both intend to remain active 
members of the IAS for many more years to come!  
Mary Ann will continue on with her Sunshine 
Committee activities, and Mike will continue with 
his Irish Honor Guard and Finnegan’s Wake 
duties.  Many, many thanks to you both for 
everything you do for this organization and its 
members!

Thanks go out as well to our fabulous Election 
Chair, Jim Hagerty!  Because of his successful 
exertions, we have a full slate of candidates for the 
May 2014 IAS Biennial Board Elections!  Please see 
elsewhere in this issue for more information on the 
election as well as bios from candidates.  

As for Edward and myself, we thank you for the 
trust you have placed in us as IAS Financial 
Secretary and President, respectively, and we have 
worked hard for the IAS to try to deserve your 
support.  We hope you will consider voting for each 
of us for another term.  Edward will pick up Mike 
Bromley’s Ancestry.com duties for the IAS if he is 
reelected, and I have many dreams, goals, and plans 
for moving the IAS forward into our 35th year 

bigger, better, and more fun than ever if you grant 
me another term.  It has been very rewarding and 
humbling to serve as your President, and I approach 
my duties as IAS President very earnestly to try to 
do the best job I can for you ALL.  I try to be very 
inclusive of all the ages, family structures, marital 
statuses, and interests of our members in order to 
try to provide something for everyone during the 
course of each month.  I LOVE seeing 
multigenerational participation in the IAS, and I 
will continue to try hard to promote that, if re-
elected.

Edward and I are off this weekend to the Holy City 
Cup Hurling Tournament in Charleston, SC, where 
members of the Hampton Roads Hurling Club will 
compete against five other North American GAA 
Southeast Region teams.  This is our second hurling 
tournament of the season; in early April, the HRHC 
also participated in the Paul Gleeson Cup hurling 
tournament at the annual Tartan Day South festival 
in Cayce, SC.  A highlight of that weekend for me 
was to meet and chat with Paul Gleeson, a Dublin 
native as well as current Ard-Chonsal na hÉireann 
(the Consul General of Ireland in the Southeast - see 
picture).  

Elsewhere in 
this issue, 
please see an 
article and 
pictures 
about the 
HRHC’s 
Opening 
Ceremony 
for their first 
ever Pub 
League 
season!  
Quite a few 
IAS 
members 
were there, 
and it was a 
BLAST!  At our May IAS meeting, I will have a sign 
up sheet for IAS members willing to be “Irish 
Volunteers” at the four remaining HRHC Spring 
2014 Pub League matches!  We need AT LEAST two 
goal judges and a scorekeeper per match; more than 
that would be even better.  These jobs do NOT 
require any special knowledge or any athletic 
activity.  If you aren’t going to be at the May 
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look for us on Facebook!

♣ 7pm – Special “pot luck buffet”
♣ 7:30 – meeting called to order by Lynnette 

Brash.
♣Floor open for birthdays, anniversaries, new 

members.
♣Genealogy workshop – central library 4/23, 

9am-noon.
♣Cheryl presented jewelry demonstration 

(sterling silver, pieces can be engraved) part of 
profits goes to IAS.

♣ Jim Hagerty......Election Chairman, thanked 
everyone for carrying county flags in St. 
Patrick’s parade....”proud, proud moment!”

♣ Jim had sample ballot for IAS elections 
5/1/14.  Could use some help at this meeting.  

♣Catherine “Kate” Sandoval has been 
nominated as Treasurer. Cheryl Mulliken 
Brown has been nominated as Recording 
Secretary.  At May meeting, Jim will call for 
any further nominations from the floor.

♣All current IAS Board members seeking re-
election.

♣Only dues-paying members can be nominated 
and vote!

♣Hurling information.....Hurling Club has been 
in area since 2009.  “Pub League” every 
Sunday.   “Nationals” in Boston, Labor Day 
week-end. 4/13/14 – Opening ceremonies 
10am at Gosnolds Park, Hampton.  Hurling 
Game 10:30.  Lunch at Pub in Hampton.

♣Lynnette gave a wonderful “farewell” & 
“many thanks” speech to The Bromley’s, who 
are stepping down from the IAS Board.  Mike 
was presented with a bottle of KNOT.  Mary 
Ann was presented with a beautiful bouquet 
of flowers in lovely vase. Also huge multi-
colored bouquet of balloons.

♣Mary Ann Brady made a delicious homemade 
cake, all decorated in green, thanking the 
Bromley’s.

♣Lori Shea presented Mary Ann with a booklet 
of 61 interviews she did for the IAS newsletter.  
Mary Ann gave a small speech, stating she is 
an IBM (Irish By Marriage) but has learned so 
much about Ireland, Irish people, customs, 
food, etc. from being a member of IAS.  Mike 
stated that he joined many years ago, thanks 
to Nora Donnelly & meeting the late Tom 
Porter at a party.  Mike has been Vice 
President, President, Treasurer, Ancestry 
chairman, & Finnegan’s Wake co-coordinator. 

♣Bromley’s were honored that John “JJ” 
Johnson drove in from Wisconsin to be at this 
meeting.

♣Edward Brash stated “Glasgow Kiss” playing 
at Wards Corner, Norfolk Sat. 4/12.... 11-noon.

♣ SST holding their annual “Tartan Day” 
4/12/14 in Ascension Hall, $25.00 per person.

♣Meeting adjourned 8:10pm
♣Thanks to all who brought delicious dishes/

desserts, etc.  
Submitted by: Mary Ann Bromley

Meeting Minutes - April 2014

meeting but want to sign up, let me know!  Here 
are the dates.

• Sun. May 11 - League Week 3, Hampton - 10 
am start time; IAS Irish Volunteers arrive NLT 
9:45 am

• Sun. June 1 - League Week 4, Hampton - 10 
am start time; IAS Irish Volunteers arrive NLT 
9:45 am

• Sun. June 8 - League Week 5, Hampton - 10 
am start time; IAS Irish Volunteers arrive NLT 
9:45 am

• Sun. June 15 - League Week 6, Hampton - 10 
am start time; IAS Irish Volunteers arrive NLT 
9:45 am

Speaking of the HRHC, hurler and IAS member 
Josiah “Skip” Hunter is coming home to us in 
early May after a ten-month stint in Afghanistan.  
See elsewhere in this issue for a letter and 
pictures from Skip.  The Welcome Home 
celebrations for Skip will be beginning in early 
May and might just last until he and wife 
Marcey head off on their first trip to Ireland in 
September!!!  That should be epic!

We may have another nice little IAS fundraiser 
going at our May meeting; longtime friend of the 
IAS, professional artist, and Irish step dancer 
Ken McConnell may be bringing out a selection 
of glassware, many pieces with Celtic etchings 
on them.  Ken says all items will be at fire sale 
prices; in other words, priced to move.  His 
work is beautiful, and he will donate a 
percentage of all proceeds to the IAS!  Bring cash 
or your checkbook to the May meeting because 
you might find a perfect Mother’s Day gift!
 

Bealtaine Shona!  Slán go fóill!  
(Happy May Day!  ‘Bye for now!)

        Lynnette Fitch Brash  m

President's Corner - cont’d. from page 1
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Look for our IAS Teen 
Princess 2005 Sara Rhodes 
performing in the Irish dance 
segment of this year’s 
Virginia International 
Tattoo.  Sara is the female 
LEAD, and the male lead is 
Anthony Fallon, of 
Riverdance!  Here is a 
beautiful picture of our Sara 
in costume.  If you don’t get a 
chance to see Sara in the 
Tattoo, catch her in her fifth 
season dancing at Busch 
Gardens in the Ireland show 
Celtic Fyre this spring or summer!

Happy April Birthdays to IAS Little Miss Princess 2013 Ellie 
Norman and IAS Junior Princess 2012 Aubree Musicant!  
Congratulations also to Aubree and her brother Noah for 
making the VBCPS All City Orchestra!  

Condolences to IAS Teen Princess 2001 Emily Ahern, her 
mom Sheryl, dad Jon, and brother Brendan on the passing in 
late March of their cat Mickey.  This beloved pet has been part 
of their family for 15 years and will be sorely missed.  We are 
sorry for your loss. 

Condolences also to IAS Teen Princess 2014 Jyllian Barry and 
her entire family who lost their dog Katie in April.  Katie has 
been a part of the Brady Clan for a few months longer than 
Jyllian, so Jyllian says she really feels like she has lost a sister; 
she’s lived with Katie entire life.  We are so very sorry to hear 
this sad news.

Our IAS Adult Princess 2008 Katie Morse McCrory is 
participating in another cycling 
fundraiser.  Here is why, in her 
own words, plus the adorable 
picture she referenced on her 
Facebook post!

“This week for Throwback 
Thursday, I'm sharing a photo of 
me and my BFF Nicole from when 
we were 8 years old... around this 
time, Nicole was diagnosed with 
juvenile (Type I) diabetes. I 
remember sitting at her kitchen table while she and her mom showed 
me how she had to prick her finger to test her blood-sugar every day... I 
thought 'Cole was the coolest, bravest person ever. Now that I'm older, 
I realize just how life altering and devastating diabetes can be... but I 
still think Nicole is the coolest and bravest ever!  On June 1, I will be 
joining her cycling team and riding the Northern VA Tour de Cure to 
raise money for the American Diabetes Association. If you know of 
someone affected by this disease or just want to help find a cure, please 
consider donating on my page: http://main.diabetes.org/goto/
katymegh“

Congratulations 
to IAS Adult 
Princess 2004 
Lynette Gilmour 
Crouch and her 
husband Tommy 
Crouch on their 8th 
wedding 
anniversary this 
April.

Check out the 
pic of IAS Adult 
Princess 2003 
Tamara Cervi looking fly in her next car - a BMW M6 
convertible!  T’s new car is royal blue – fit for a princess, 
natch!  ;)

The Princess Diaries, 
continued . . . May 2014

Our condolences to the families of two lovely ladies 
who were long-time members of the IAS and are 

remember by us all with great affection.

Chris O’Donnell 
passed away on 

April 11th,  at the age 
of 96. She and her 

late husband, Bud, 
were married for 71 
years. This photo of 

them is from an Irish 
Breakfast in 2007.

Flowers of the Forest

Alice Cullen passed away on April 14th, at the age of 90. She 
and her late husband John were long time members. The 

photo of them is from a Breakfast in 2004.
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Hurley Happenings

Don't miss out on the fun of watching live HURLING, 
Ireland's iconic sport, being played in our area by the 
HAMPTON ROADS HURLING CLUB!!!  The two HRHC 
Pub League sides for Spring 2014 are the IRISH 
WOLFHOUNDS (green shirts, captained by Ryan Norman) 
and the BRIAN BORUS (blue shirts, captained by Edward 
Brash). Come out to cheer both sides on and watch what 
promise to be very exciting matches!
After each local match, the IAS has an open invitation to 
join the lads and lasses of the HRHC at PARK LANE 
TAVERN (FORMERLY known as The Pub) in Peninsula 
Town Center, Hampton, for lunch and camaraderie.  
Regardless of outcome, we celebrate a fine day of hurling 
there as ONE TEAM.  Feel free to participate in "Buy a 
Hurler a Pint" and have a chat with him/her about this 
iconic IRISH sport! :)
If you've never seen a hurling match before, you have been 
missing out on the ancient and exciting warrior sport that 
the Gaels of Ireland have been playing for over THREE 
THOUSAND YEARS!!!  Hurling is still one of the two 
national sports of Ireland, and the National Championships 
are bigger to them than the Super Bowl is to us.  Many 
modern stick games derive from hurling; check out this 

video about hurling, known as "the fastest game on grass" 
for more info about how it is played!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TmzivRetelE
Local HRHC matches are held at GOSNOLD'S HOPE PARK 
in Hampton.
http://hampton.gov/Facilities/Facility/Details/2
"Third Half" lunch & liquid refreshments for local matches 
are at PARK LANE TAVERN in Hampton Colloseum Mall 
(aka Peninsula Town Center) immediately following!
http://parklanetavern.com/locations/
REMAINING DATES ON HRHC SPRING/SUMMER 2014 
SCHEDULE:
(Local dates in bold print)
April 26 - Holy City Cup, Charleston, SC - wish us luck!
May 4 - BYE - no match
Sun. May 11 - League Week 3, Hampton - 10 am start time
May 17 - Greenville, SC tournament - wish us luck!
May 25 - BYE - no match
Sun. June 1 - League Week 4, Hampton - 10 am start time
June 7 - Peach Cup - Atlanta, GA - wish us luck!
Sun. June 8 - League Week 5, Hampton - 10 am start time
Sun. June 15 - League Week 6, Hampton - 10 am start time
June 28 - Raleigh, NC Tournament - wish us luck!
July 19 - Southeast Division Hurling Championship - 
Charlotte, SC - wish us luck!
August 29 - September 1 - North American Championship - 

HRHC’s Opening 

Ceremony -
First Ever Pub League Season

April 13, 2014

The HRHC asked IAS President Lynnette Fitch Brash 
to do the Opening Ceremony Coin Toss to kick things 
off for the first ever pub league match!  Lynnette used 
an Irish punt she had from before Ireland switched to 
the euro.  Afterwards, she presented it at Park Lane 
Tavern to the Player of the Match chosen by the two 

Captains, Ryan Norman (green Irish Wolfhounds 
side) and Edward Brash (blue Brian Boru side). 

Congrats to Max Smith for that honor!" The beautiful HRHC banner, designed by HRHC and IAS member Jason Wilson, side 
by side with the banner of the sponsor for the HRHC Spring 2014 Pub League shirts. 

Thank you, BayPort Credit Union, for supporting Irish sport in our area!
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"The HRHC has grown exponentially since 2009 when it was 
founded by Ryan Norman, his wife Rebecca, both pictured, and 
Lee Wagenheim, not pictured. From a total of three players to a 

full pub league in five years - not too shabby!"

Pre-game comments from HRHC President Ryan Norman -- more 
than a few people got tears in their eyes from this... Or maybe there 
was just lots of pollen in the air. That must be it - hurlers don't cry!

Just SOME of the IAS members there today! Thank 
you so much to all the IAS members who came out 
to support the Opening Ceremonies and first ever 

pub league match of the HRHC! What an absolutely 
glorious day for Irish culture in the Tidewater area!!!

IAS members Margaret Buckley and her niece Teresa Buckley Diaz (also 
pictured with her husband) enjoy the "Third Half" at Park Lane Tavern after 
the hurling match! Margaret, Catherine Twomey, and HRHC hurler Brian 
O'Connell are all from the Bronx and enjoyed sharing many memories 
about their neighborhoods, schools, and Croke/Gaelic Park matches!"

IAS Junior Veep JJ Johnson was one of the goal officials for the first 
HRHC Pub League match! Let him know if you are willing to help out by 

becoming an IAS Irish Volunteer like him! That title has important 
historic meaning, so be proud to represent with him! The hurlers 

REALLY need our help with at least two goal judges per match, a score 
keeper, and side lines judges. With enough volunteers, people could 

take turns. It's a fun way to spend a Sunday morning!

First half goalie and second half goalie 
for the Brian Boru team!

The Hall twins -- next generation of HRHC 
hurlers! Their Dad Donovan plays for the 

green side on the pub league.
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HRHC’s Opening 

Ceremony -
First Ever Pub League 

Season

Many of our IAS Princesses showed up to support the 
HRHC's first ever pub league match and Opening 

Ceremony! Here are our IAS 2014 Adult Princess Heather 
Warren and Little Miss Princess Caelin!

IAS Little Miss Princesses 2013 Ellie and 2014 Caelin 
picking flowers together during the hurling match! 
Ellie's Mom Rebecca and Dad Ryan Norman were 

both playing for the green side.

So wonderful to have one of our Donegal girls there with 
us today! And congrats to her lovely granddaughter Iris 
on the awesome barrel racing win yesterday!!! Thanks 

for repping the Irish gear today, ladies!
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A Thank You letter
for the care package of items donated by 

IAS members to our
"adopted" unit in Afghanistan. 

To the Tidewater Irish American Society:

Today we received a VERY large Care Package from your 
organization. On behalf of the Combined Joint Operations 
Directorate (CJ3), NATO Training Mission-Afghanistan (NTM-A), 
Kabul, Afghanistan, we would like to offer our sincere thanks for all 
of the health, hygiene, clothing, and food items you sent us, 
including the wonderful holiday decorations. 
All of your gifts will go to good use and will make things a little 
easier and brighter for all of us. As I am writing this, the Twizzlers 
and Pringles are quickly disappearing. We truly appreciate your 
support, and knowing that we are in your thoughts reminds us why 
we are here.

Thank you all!
OSC(SW) Josiah Hunter, USN

NTM-A CJ3
Col Christian Walkling, German Army 
LTC James Pugh, USA
LTC Heather Anderson, USAF
LT Blake Hedrick, USN
Capt. Kathryn Sudhoff, USMC
Capt. Christopher Willey, USAF

CPT Phillip Williams, USA
GySgt Jason Black, USMC
Capt. Matthew Rohlfing, USMC
Capt. Kevin Dale, USMC
MA1 Robb Shawe, USN
LT Robert Chavez, USN
CWO2 Cory Jordan, USA
SFC Zach Tran, USA
Capt. Justin Ito, USMC
Mr. Marquise Hightower 
Mr. Glen Giddings 
Mr. Derrick Ward
Mr. Jay Narowetz
Mr. Ron Schwartz
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Irish American Society of Tidewater
Elections to be held in May 2014

Slate of Candidates presented by Elections Chair Jim Hagerty:

President
Lynnette Fitch Brash

Senior Vice President
Joseph Brady

Junior Vice 
President
John ‘JJ’ 
Johnson

Treasurer
Catherine ‘Kate’ Sandoval

Financial Secretary
Edward Brash

Recording Secretary
Cheryl Mulliken Brown

Each candidate is running for a TWO year term of office.
Election night will be Thursday, May 1, 2014

Nominations may be made from the floor at that time.

Candidate - Cheryl Ann Mulliken-Brown
HELLO, I am new to the Irish Society and am 
excited to be serving. I recently graduated from 
T.C.C with my paralegal degree and am currently 
looking for a big girl job. I am a mother of three and 
have three grandchildren. I have been married for 28 
years, and we have lived in this area for almost 16 
years. I am originally from the Boston area and have 
lived in several states and Germany, as my husband 
was active duty in the Army.  I worked for the 
American Federation of Government Employees, 
(AFGE), Local 53, as a union steward and recording 
secretary and then as the office manager.   I look 
forward to serving you and getting to know you. I 
will do my best to serving you all.
 Sincerely  Cheryl Brown

I, John L. Johnson, would greatly 
appreciate your vote to be re-elected for 
the IAS Junior Vice-President position.  
Thank You for the opportunity to have 
served the last term.
In that time, I have attended all of our 
major events and most of the minor 
ones.  Some examples are as follows: 
pulling the Irish Cottage float in the 2013 
Ocean View St. Patrick’s Day Parade, 
setting up and breaking down for 
Finnegan's Wake, the IAS/SST picnics in 
2012 and 2013 (including scoring the 
winning point for us in the first annual 
Irish vs. Scots Cornhole Challenge!), 
working the IAS table at the Richmond 
Celtic Festival and Highland Games in 
2012 and 2013, attending numerous IAS 
Irish Breakfasts, plus many others.  I did 
the legwork for the August 2013 IAS 
Drinking at Lughnasadh Happy Hour at 
O’Connor Brewing Company in Norfolk.  
I was also happy to do a handout and 
program on Pumpkin Ales and create 
the Guinness & pumpkin ale drink “The 
Black-o-Lantern” for the fun IAS Harvest 
Hooley at our October 2013 meeting.   
In all of the events, I have taken great 
pride in our Irish heritage and 
representing the IAS in the most visible 
and professional manner.
My pledge for the next term is to 
continue as I have been with one 
exception... to additionally support and 
volunteer for the Hampton Roads 
Hurling Club.  I believe we should work 
as hard to support them as they have 
representing our Irish sporting 
traditions.
Thank you,  JJ

Candidate for IAS Treasurer – Kate Sandoval
My name is Kate Sandoval.  I am originally from 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  After moving five times in 
eight years as a military wife, we settled in Virginia 
Beach.  I do not want to move ever again!  I am divorced 
and have two grown children, Steven and Kelly, and two 
grandchildren, Olivia, who is 11, and Gabriel, who is 8.  I 
am a retired oncology nurse, but still a member of the 
Oncology Nursing Society and the local chapter of 
SEVONS (South Eastern Virginia Oncology Nursing 
Society).  I was President of SEVONS one year and 
Treasurer for a total of four years.  My hobbies include 
cake decorating, genealogy, gardening, and sewing.  I 
started researching my ancestors in 1999 and traveled a 
lot in search of information.  On a trip to Ireland, I was 
able to locate where my mother’s family lived and 
farmed in County Cavan.  I wanted to join the IAS for a 
long time, but my work schedule prevented it.  I finally 
joined in March of 2013 and have enjoyed the meetings 
and getting to know new people.  I am willing to get 
more involved with the IAS as Treasurer, if elected.  If 
you have any questions for me, please ask! 


