
Dear Fellow Irish American Society Members,

Lots of fun things are scheduled for this 
September!  The “Take Me out to the Ballgame” 
IAS & Friends Fundraiser on September 1st may 
have already happened by the time you get this 
newsletter.  Look for pictures from this in the next 
newsletter!
Our Thursday, September 5th meeting program is 
about the Celtic nation of Galicia located on the 
Iberian peninsula of Spain!  Capt. Donna Looney 
(USN, Ret.) will present on her impressions of 
Galicia, which she just visited in May.  The 
ancient Irish Lebor Gabála Érenn (Book of 
Invasions) talks about how warriors from the 
Iberian peninsula invaded, conquered, and 
settled Ireland; modern scientists have discovered 
a genetic link between the Irish and the Galicians 
that suggests this ancient legend is actually based 
in truth!  Don’t miss Donna’s presentation on 
“The Gaels of Galicia”! 
Don’t forget the 2nd annual "Celtic Cousins Cook 
Out" with our friends in the Scottish Society of 
Tidewater on Saturday, September 14th, 2 – 6 pm 
in the Church of the Ascension picnic area! The 
picnic area has a roof over it and a concrete floor 
under it, so I believe this event will occur rain or 
shine!
PLEASE NOTE:  To help cover expenses, you 
WILL need to get tickets for the cook out. We will 
be selling them at the September IAS meeting. 
Tickets for adult IAS members are $2 each; tickets 
for adults who are not IAS members are $3 each. 
Children 12 & under are admitted for FREE.
The IAS & SST will be supplying the pulled pork 
BBQ (homemade by Edward!), burgers, dogs, 
buns, fixings, and soda. IAS & SST members are 
asked to bring a dish to share for the food table – 
a side or a dessert would be perfect! All 
beverages other than soda are BYOC (bring your 
own cooler). 
The Hampton Roads Hurling Club will be 
returning for the cook out this year as well, and 
they will bring some equipment to let people give 
the ancient sport of hurling a whack. Musicians 
are encouraged to bring their instruments, and if 
we have enough dancers there maybe we can get 
some ceili dancing going as well. 
The Scots are looking for a rematch in the 
“Oatmeal versus Potato” Cornhole Challenge! 
The Irish team won handily last year, so we have 

bragging rights to protect! Let me know if we 
have any ringers in the IAS to help with this!!!
Please feel free to bring friends who might be 
interested in joining us. IAS Paddy Pack members 
on leash are welcome.
On Saturday, September 21st, various members of 
the IAS and the regional Irish community will be 
participating in the Virginia Beach 50th 
Anniversary Gala at the Sandler Center, 5-7pm!  
In order to represent the Virginia Beach Sister 
City of Bangor, County Down in Northern 
Ireland, I was asked to give a brief welcome and 
put together a 15-minute Irish culture segment.  
We will have live Irish music provided by 
Edward Brash as well as traditional Irish step 
dancing performed by the Cumascaigh School of 
Irish Dance, Ceili Mor (an Irish dance troupe 
directed by our own Lisa Hunt Burgess!), and 
professional Irish show dancers Emerald Dream!  
What a great collaboration – I am so excited to 
have members from all three of these different 
dance schools/groups participate!  And Edward’s 
beautiful vocals on some iconic Irish tunes will be 
the icing on the cake!
There will be cultural performances to represent 
sister cities in Japan, Norway, and the Philippines 
as well.  Last but not least, Virginia Symphonicity 
and the Virginia Beach Chorale will perform.
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This fabulous event is open to the public; adult 
tickets are $25, tickets for children under 12 are 
$10, and tickets for family members of 
performers are $10.  DON’T MISS THIS!!!  It 
would be wonderful to have a great Irish turn 
out in Irish gear in visible support of our sister 
city of Bangor, County Down!  The Sandler seats 
about 1200.  If you are interested in tickets, please 
contact Ruth Fraser, Mayor’s Liaison – Sister 
Cities, at RHFraser@vbgov.com or (757) 385-4303. 

Best wishes for a fantastic year to all students 

and educators returning to school!         t
Lúnasa Sona Daoibh!  Slán go fóill!

(Happy Lughnasadh!  ‘Bye for now!)

President's Corner - cont’d. from page 1

        Lynnette Fitch Brash  m

Best Wishes to IAS Adult 
Princess 2003 Tamara 
Cervi who underwent 
surgery for a large ventral 

hernia with three “surprise” hernias above that 
– yikes!  Tamara came through surgery like a 
champ, and is recovering now.  We hope all the 
pain goes away and you are right as rain VERY 
soon, T!

Congratulations to IAS Adult Princess 2005 
Carrie McCabe Gordon and her husband 
Bryan!  They welcomed a second beautiful son 
to their family this summer!  All are happy and 
healthy!

Congratulations as well to IAS Teen Princess 
2006 Lauren Chaplin Carozzoni and her 
husband Rich.  Lauren just gave birth to their 
third daughter!

Happy August Wedding Anniversary to IAS 
Adult Princess 1998 Mary Paris Fien and her 
husband Mike!  Hard to believe they’ve been 
married 18 years already, but Mary is gorgeous 
as ever!  And did you happen to catch their son 
Patrick directing the Symphonicity Orchestra 
at the VB Oceanfront in early August?!  Patrick, 
a rising 8th grader, won the chance to guest 
conduct in a raffle.  He practiced ahead of time 
with his band director, and he really looked like 
a pro up there!  Check out this video of Patrick 
conducting “Hands across the Sea” by John 
Phillip Sousa!   www.youtube.com/watch?
v=yt8ZSCi6ClE&feature=youtu.be

Fingers crossed and positive energy sent to 
IAS Teen Princess 2011 Caitlyn Taylor who 
underwent surgery in August on her foot in the 
hopes of returning to Irish dance, which she 
loves and at which she excels.  We really hope 
this works for you, girleen.

Dagnabbit!  She did it again!  Happy Birthday 
to IAS Teen Princess 2009 Nina Coletti!  She 
snuck in a late July birthday on us again!  How 
does that happen every year?!

Happy August Birthday to IAS Teen Princess 
2012 Elizabeth Watson, IAS Adult Princess 2013 
Rebecca Allison Norman, and IAS Adult 
Princess 2008 Katie Morse!  All the best, ladies!

And Best Wishes to our Katie who was 
treated to a surprise bridal shower at 
O’Sullivan’s Irish Pub in Arlington at the end of 
July by friends and family members!  

Here’s a correction about IAS Adult Princess 
2004 Lynette Gilmour Crouch from our June 
issue – congratulations to her and her husband 
Tom on moving into their new home in Norfolk, 
Virginia, this summer.  We originally heard from 
her that they were staying in Portsmouth, but 
they ended up moving to the Riverfront 
subdivision of Norfolk.    

Congratulations also to Lynette’s youngest 
sister, Laura Gilmour Clement, and her 
husband, Chris, in Maryland.  As Lynette 
posted on the IAS Facebook page:  “I am 
OVERJOYED to announce the birth of my adorable 
nephew, newest wee lad in The Gilmour & Clement 
families, Ronan Hart Clement…  Ronan is an Irish 
and French name--the famous Irish Tenor Ronan 
Tynan shares this name. I can't wait to meet him!!!”  
We will assume she means her nephew, not the 
Irish Tenor!  ;)  Ronan is Laura and Chris’s first 
child.  Failte, Ronan!

We did not realize last month that IAS Teen 
Princess 2004 and An Cor Rud (The Reel Thing) 
champion Irish step dancer Maura Flatley was 
ALSO a counselor this year at the prestigious 
Camp Rince Ceol in Schenectady, NY!  She and 
buddy IAS Teen Princess 2008 Maggie Wilcox 
had a fabulous time being counselors there 
together this year!  These positions are very 
highly coveted in the Irish dance community; if 
you want to learn more about the camp, which 
has an east coast and a west coast location, visit 
their Facebook page and/or their website,  
irishdancecamp.com

The Princess Diaries, 
continued . . . September 2013
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IAS & Friends Happy Hour

at O'Connor Brewing Company 

followed by a 

HRHC Pub Crawl
at the 

Taphouse, the 
Public House,

and Mo & 

O'Malley's

Many thanks to all who braved the afternoon shower to 

come out for the Happy Hour! The skies cleared, the sun 

came out, the water receded, and we ended up having a 

glorious day! Special thanks to our Jr. VP JJ John L. 

Johnson for organizing the event for us with Kevin and 

Penny O'Connor! Thanks also to Edward Brash, Tom 

Crouch, and Aaron Kohl for providing the awesome live 

music for our DRINKING AT LUGHNASA Happy Hour!
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IRISH DANCE UPDATE

September 2013

Submitted by Lynnette Fitch Brash

The Cumascaigh School of Irish Dance has had a very 
eventful summer!  TCRG/Director Meghan Comaskey 
added a new cape to the school costume, and it is gorgeous!  
It features the swan/key/penannular brooch C that IAS 
member Jason Wilson designed for her school banner; many 
of you probably noticed this beautiful banner proudly 
displayed at the IAS Finnegan’s Wake in March.  Many of 
the Cumascaigh School dancers began competing wearing 
the new capes at feisanna this summer, and they have gotten 
rave reviews.

Meghan was busy in other ways as well.  In July, she and 
Cumascaigh School adult beginner student Kim Forbes 
Goehl attended the International Summer School at the 
World Academy of irish Dance and Music taking place at 
the University of Limerick in Ireland.  The Academy places 
you at the appropriate level, from beginner to advanced, and 
then you do a series of intensive classes all week.  The 
instructors are world class Irish dancers; this summer they 
included Colin Dunne, the former male lead of Riverdance 

after Michael Flatley left.  And speaking of Mr. Flatley, as 
you can see from one of Kim’s pictures, he spoke at the 
Summer School!  Meghan was taking master classes with 
other TCRG’s; they all put in a lot of long hours working on 

traditional set dances, choreography, etc.  Go to this link if 
you would like to learn more about the Summer School. 
http://www.blas.ie/dance-programme/

Continued on page -6
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After returning from Ireland, Meghan organized a 
Strength, Conditioning, and Injury Prevention Workshop for 
her competition dancers.   This workshop was taught by 
Amy Tully, Head Coach of the Silver Storm, Christopher 
Newport University’s nationally 
ranked Dance Team.  Amy has a 
university degree in Kinesiology 
and covered everything during the 
workshop from nutrition for 
dancers, to proper stretching, to 
correct form for circuit training, to 
anatomy, to plyometrics!

Meghan’s dancers have been very 
busy as well, competing all over the 
place and bringing home medals!  
Cumascaigh Dancers competed at 
feisanna as far away as Wisconsin 
and Niagara Falls this summer!  A 
large group from the Cumascaigh 
School was at the Nation’s Capitol 
Feis in Washington, DC at the end of 

July.  IAS member Eileen King’s adorable granddaughter 
Caelin, whom we see with her mom Heather and grandma 
Eileen at IAS events all the time, competed there in her First 
Feis.  She is holding her reel and jig medals in the picture.

As many of you know, Cumascaigh Adult Ceili Team 
member Donna Looney walked the more than 500 mile 
pilgrim’s El Camino de Santiago (The Way of St. James) 
ending in Galicia, a Celtic region in northwestern Spain.  
That’s right – WALKING the whole way!!!  She will be 
presenting a program for us at the September IAS meeting 
about Galicia!  Some of you may be surprised to learn that 
many scholars believe the Irish have their roots in the 

Iberian peninsula; studies have proven that 
the Irish do indeed have DNA in common with 
the Galicians!  At any rate, after her pilgrimage 
ended, Donna made her way to Ireland just 
like the Milesians of Irish legend!  She was 
met there by her long-time beau John 
McGlynn, and, after a whirlwind tour of 
Ireland, John proposed to Donna with a 
beautiful diamond engagement ring! 
CONGRATULATIONS!!!

Continued from  page -5

IRISH DANCE UPDATE

SEPTEMBER 2013

thanks to Kim Forbes Goehl and Lynnette Brash for the pictures
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On The Modern History
of Celtic Jewelry:

An Exhibit and Book Review
Submitted by Lynnette Fitch Brash

Edward and I made a dash to New York State for a long 
weekend visit in late May this year.  Our objectives included 
some family events as well as some cultural activities on which 
the window of opportunity was about to permanently slam 

shut.  One thing I really wanted to do was visit 
THE MODERN HISTORY OF CELTIC 
JEWELLERY exhibit before it ended.

The Modern History of Celtic Jewellery 
exhibit was the brain child of Stephen Walker.  I 
was already a fan of Stephen Walker, having admired his 
uniquely gorgeous Celtic jewelry designs online for years now; 
he has a Facebook page for his business as well as a website 
AND a Pinterest account.  Stephen Walker is a goldsmith with 
an MFA.  He specializes in Celtic design and has traveled 
extensively throughout the Celtic isles doing research and 
finding inspiration.  The stunningly unique frame rings in mixed 
colors of gold with various gemstones and iconic Celtic designs 
incorporated are my favorites of all the beautiful things he 
creates.  His business, Walker Metalsmiths Celtic Jewelry, has 
two storefront locations:  one in Andover, NY (by the Erie 
Canal), and one in Fairport, NY (near Rochester).  

http://www.walkermetalsmiths.com/
Stephen had the idea to put together an exhibit of modern 

Celtic pieces from circa 1840 (the beginning of the Celtic 
Revival) to circa 1980 (the beginning of the current Celtic 
Renaissance).  He was able to persuade private collectors here 
and across the pond to loan him their precious pieces for the 
temporary exhibit.  He also was able to convince museum 
curators and other Celtic art experts from Ireland, Scotland, 

Wales, and England to contribute to the exhibit and its 
accompanying book.  In fact, Stephen’s three co-authors for the 
exhibit book, The Modern History of Celtic Jewellery 1840-1980, 
are Dr. Tara Kelly, a Trinity grad, art historian, and curator; Dr. 
E. Mairi MacArthur, a St. Andrews and University of Edinburgh 
grad as well as an expert on art from Iona; and Aidan Breen, a 
Dublin native and owner of Aidan Breen Gold and Silversmith.  
Stephen is the main author and the editor of the book.  His wife, 
Susan Walker, did the professional photography for it, which 
makes the book a pleasure to look at as well as read.

The book is available for purchase in both of the Walker 
Metalsmiths Celtic Jewelry locations as well as on Amazon, 
which is how I bought it prior to my visit to see the exhibit.   The 
book is paperback, but I am proud to add it to my personal 
library nonetheless.  It is well worth ordering for anyone with a 
serious interest in Celtic art, Celtic history, Celtic jewelry, and/or 
Celtic craftsmanship.  Specifically Irish sections include chapters 
on “The Claddagh Ring” and “Commercial Facsimiles of Irish 
Archeological Jewellery, 1840-1868”.  There’s also an entire 
chapter devoted to Aidan Breen’s memories of what the silver 
trade was like in Dublin in his early days in the business.  The 
specifically Scottish sections include chapters on “The Highland 
Dirk as Jewellery”, “Scottish Pebble Jewellery”, “Luckenbooth 
brooches”, and “Post WWII Scottish Celtic Jewellery”.  Celtic 
Cross jewelry and marker’s marks and hallmarks are covered as 
well.   The Continuum, Glossary, and Bibliography sections will 
also be of great interest to anyone fascinated by Celtic culture.

The book makes a great 
present, especially if you can 
visit one of Stephen’s shops; he 
will be happy to personally 
inscribe it to whomever you 
want for whatever occasion 
you wish.  In fact, Stephen’s 
shops are packed full of 
awesome presents for yourself 
or anyone else on your list with 
Celtic heritage and/or 
interests.  I was able to pick up 
a beautiful silver Luckenbooth 

brooch for a cousin’s baby shower and a silver St. Bridget’s cross 
pendant for my aunt/godmother.  In addition to jewelry, there 
are also beautiful Celtic items of clothing and home décor.  

FRESH EIRE
Keeping up with

Irish Events!

Continued on page -8
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Congratulations

Congratulations to Terri Tobin Oglethorpe Garand, 
mom of IAS Teen Princess 2008 Meagan Oglethorpe 
and sister of IAS Adult Princess 2009 Maureen Tobin 
Cahill – Terri married her long-time beau Gary 
Garand this month in a lovely backyard ceremony 
with lots of Celtic touches!  Here are some adorable 
pictures of their two pugs in their wedding kilts on the 
big day!

We need these precious babies to join the IAS Paddy 
Pack for the St. Patrick’s Day Parade next March!!!

Hear all the latest about our Hibernian hounds!

Feel free to submit news and/or pictures relating to Irish breed 
or Irish-owned dogs!

CU CORNER!

(Note: Cu is Gaelic for dog!)

Stephen is friends with many of the artists whose work he 
carries in his shops.

To be honest, Edward was not really looking forward to the 
Celtic Jewellery exhibit; he was going just to be a good 
husband!  But when we got there, he ended up really enjoying 
talking with Stephen AND checking out the exhibit.   Stephen, 
like many Celts, is a great storyteller.  That particular morning, 
he was being contacted by various news organizations as an 
expert on Celtic jewelry because of some medallion that had 
been discovered in Florida!

Stephen walked us through the exhibit and gave us special 
insights into how certain things were made or where they 
came from, which Edward and I both loved.  The collection 
was quite impressive.  Stephen would have liked for it to be 
able to tour so more people could see it, but that wasn’t 
possible for security reasons with so many valuable pieces 
belonging to other people.  Edward and I independently 
decided our favorite piece in the exhibit was the Dunvegan 
Teapot.  Sterling silver with a dragon head for a spout, it was 
made in Dublin in 1914.   We were both also excited to see an 
antique Highland dirk carved of bog oak and a sterling silver 
and enamel GAA championship medal in the exhibit!  The 
Scottish-pebble-inlaid jewelry reminded me of my friend 

Peggy Marshall’s awesome antique Scottish pebble brooch 
collection, and the Celtic Revival penannulars reminded me of 
my friend Heather Hanchett Burns’s astonishing collection of 
genuine Waterhouse brooches.   Some of you may recall the 
fabulous program Heather did for the Irish American Society 
of Tidewater about her collection of antique “Tara” replica 
brooches in February of 2011.  Peggy is scheduled to do a 
program for the Scottish Society of Tidewater about her 
Scottish pebble brooches in January of 2014.  I wish they both 
could have been there to see The Modern History of Celtic 
Jewellery exhibit, too!

All good things must come to an end, so Edward and I had 
to wrap up our visit with Stephen and get back on the road for 
our next destination.  Edward very thoughtfully took some 
pictures of the exhibit for me while Stephen kindly inscribed 
the copies of the exhibit book I had brought with me especially 
for that purpose.   And then we were off!

Unfortunately, the exhibit is over now and can’t be seen in 
person anymore, BUT you can read all about it and see the 
gorgeous pictures of individual items in the book!  Don’t forget 
to give the book a rating/review on Amazon or Borders if you 
do buy it! 

Continued from  page -7


