
Dear Fellow Irish American Society members,

Please put Thursday, August 1st on your calendar 
for the next IAS meeting, and please note an 
early start time (6:30 pm) for the business 
meeting so that we can start the program 
immediately at 7 pm.  

Our August “IRISH INK” 
program will consist of 
animated Irish film THE 
SECRET OF KELLS followed by 
a CELTIC CALLIGRAPHY 
workshop by our own Betsy 
Kennedy!  The Secret of Kells is 
a 78-minute award-winning film 
about Ireland’s iconic medieval 
illuminated manuscript, The 
Book of Kells.  This film has 
gorgeous Celtic artwork, Irish 
mythology, Irish traditional 
music, and Irish history 
interwoven with a touching 
story that will appeal to all ages.  
Please bring your own snacks 
and beverages for the film; we 
will have the usual soda and 
soda bread table set up.

Hopefully the film will inspire you to take part in 
a free workshop immediately following the film 
given by Betsy Kennedy, our own professional 
calligraphy artist!  Betsy has studied calligraphy 
throughout the Celtic isles and teaches 
calligraphy classes at her art studio (One Eleven 
Art in Norfolk).  Betsy will provide the materials 
and instructions for anyone who wants to try 
his/her hand at calligraphy.  Children are 
welcome to participate as well, but Betsy asks 
that they be at least 8-years-old for the workshop 
as it requires fine motor skills.

We had so much fun last year, that we are 
repeating the Celtic Cousins Cook Out on 
Saturday, September 14th, from 2 – 6 pm, in the 
picnic area in front of the Church of the 
Ascension!  The IAS & the Scottish Society of 
Tidewater will be providing burgers, dogs, buns, 
fixings, and soda.  Attendees are each asked to 
bring an appetizer, side dish, or dessert to share.  

All beverages other than soda are BYOC (bring 
your own cooler)!  The Hampton Roads Hurling 
Club will be returning as well, and they will 
bring some equipment to let people give the 

ancient sport of hurling a whack.  
Musicians are encouraged to 
bring their instruments, and if 
we have enough dancers there 
maybe we can get some ceili 
dancing going as well.  The 
Scots are looking for a rematch 
in the “Oatmeal versus Potato” 
Cornhole Challenge!  The Irish 
team won handily last year, so 
we have bragging rights to 
protect!  Let me know if we 
have any ringers in the IAS to 
help with this!!!

Many, many thanks to those 
brave souls in the IAS who 
ventured out for our July 
meeting in the terrible weather 
to enjoy our BASEBALL, 
HOTDOGS, & APPLE PIE 

meeting! We had members coming from as far 
away as Gloucester and Smithfield who sat 
through rotten traffic back ups at tunnels and 
bridges to get to the meeting that night, and we 
really appreciate it.  It turned out to be a very fun 
evening with -- against the odds -- great turn out!  
Jim Hagerty said he thought it was one of our 
best meetings ever!  Edward estimated there were 
at least fifty folks there. We hope one and all 
made it home safely.

I’d like to thank some people for their 
contributions to the very successful July meeting.  
Many thanks to Mike Bromley for his awesome 
job preparing the hot dogs for us!  The Brom put 
them in the cutest little paper hot dog trays - just 
like at a ball game!  Many thanks to Edward 
Brash for bringing and setting up the AV 
equipment to show the video.  Everyone in the 
house had great sound thanks to the great sound 
system!  Many thanks to John “JJ” Johnson for 
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look for us on Facebook!

♣Meeting called to order 6:30 by Lynnette Brash.  
Early meeting due to hot dogs, apple pie 
contest, baseball DVD “Emerald Diamond”, 
etc.

♣Lynnette thanked everyone for coming to 
meeting on stormy night.

♣Floor was open for new members, birthdays, 
anniversaries.

♣ Joe Brady mentioned “fishing trip”, 7/21...1:30 
to 4:30,  $30.00 adults, can bring food, drinks & 
coolers.  Cash prize for largest fish caught!

♣Vera Dotson donated books to IAS library in 
memory of her sister Sarah Morgan.

♣ J.J. Johnson said O’Connor’s brewery tour 
(Norfolk) Sat. 8/3 ......4 to 7pm with Glasgow 
Kiss performing.

♣Mike Bromley gave Treasurer’s report:
    Savings $254.52       Checking $1,093.16
♣Edward Brash said he was in San Francisco 

with Hurling Club.  National Tournament is 
(Cleveland) in August.

♣Mary Ann Bromley gave “Sunshine report”: 
Debbie Moore recuperating from knee 
replacement.    Lucia Graeff recuperating from 
hip replacement.   Mary Jane McCarthy back in 
V.B. recuperating from broken hip.   Margaret 
Buckley’s left shoulder surgery postponed 
until August.    
Rich Berger, out of Rehab. & recuperating from 

heart attack & surgery in Florida.  Cards can be 
sent to: Rich Berger, 2308 Addison Ave., 
Clermont, Fla. 34711.

♣ Jo Kalvig suggested IAS “adopt a road”....can 
pick a major road in VB for a 2 year 
commitment, pick up trash 6 times a year & 
IAS will get a plaque on “adopted road”.

♣Lynnette told us Donna Looney & John 
McGlynn (former SST President) got engaged 
in Ireland after a long courtship!  Congrats to 
both!

♣Program began 7:30pm  - Very interesting 
video about Irish baseball team, how formed, 
learning the game, finding a field, etc.  Even 
though they kept loosing year after year, they 
never gave up!  2001, team came to America & 
played in Fenway Park.  2002, team came in 4th 
place.  Finally got a ball field called “O’Malley 
Field” in Dublin.  2004 European 
Championships, Irish team won the bronze 
medal!  

♣ J.J. announced winner of “apple pie 
contest”....Patti Graeff, who won a beautiful 
apple apron!

♣Thank you to all who brought desserts. - 
GREATLY APPRECIATED!

Meeting Minutes - July 2013
Submitted by: Mary Ann Bromley

IRISH AMERICAN SOCIETY

HONOR GUARD

Members: Mike Bromley, Tom Crouch,
Joe Brady & Jack Kennedy

to ‘honor’ our Honor Guard here is a 
picture taken by Mary Ann Bromley in June at 

the funeral of IAS member Ray Grinnell - 
thanks guys!
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From the Family of Mollie Carr
Mollie Carr will be laid to rest with her loving husband Patrick Carr at Arlington National Cemetery on 
Wednesday, August 7, 2013, at 9:00 am.  Family and friends are invited to a reception immediately following 
from 1000-1200 at the Fort Myer Officers’ Club at Joint Base Myer-Henderson Hall which is adjacent to the 
Arlington National Cemetery.
The gravesite service will be approximately 30-45 minutes. Please arrive at the Arlington National Cemetery 
Administration building no later than 8:30 am. On your arrival proceed to the security guards and notify them 
that you are attending a service. You will need vehicle transportation from the Administration building to the 
gravesite.
Arlington National Cemetery Visitor Information : www.arlingtoncemetery.mil/Default.aspx

The Carr Family
Mary Pat, Kathleen, and Patrick

Ray Marion asks that anyone wishing to attend get in touch with him at 757-499-6204.

being such an outstanding judge for our Apple Dessert Contest.  
He took his duties very seriously and gave every dessert its due!  
Many thanks to George and Eileen Collins for the great job they 
did, as always, setting up the buffet, and special thanks to Gene 
Batten for the excellent suggestion about putting the condiments 
and drinks on a separate table to keep the buffet moving along. 
Finally, many thanks to all of the IAS members who brought 
delicious sides and desserts to share - the food was AWESOME!  
And that brings me to my CONGRATULATIONS to Patti 
Graeff, who was our winner of the Apple Dessert Contest!  Patti 
made a delicious homemade apple pie, and I need to get the 
recipe from her to run in the next IAS newsletter!  Her prize was 
an apple print vintage style hostess apron; may she wear it in 
health and happiness -- and continue to bring yummy food to 
our functions!

The video we watched last month, THE EMERALD 
DIAMOND, was really fantastic, whether you are a baseball fan 
or not.  It really summed up the special affection and 
cooperation back and forth across the Atlantic that Ireland and 
the US share. 
Some of the people at the meeting have been asking how to get 
their own copies, so I will rerun the info from the last newsletter:  
If you want to see a clip from this film and/or order your own 
copy, visit the Field o’ Dreams website www.fieldodreams.com/.   
For a $20 donation, you will receive a copy of the DVD as well 
as the CD soundtrack that goes with it.  These donations support 
the effort to build a ballpark in Ashbourne, Co. Meath, Ireland, 
which in turn will promote the growth of the sport of baseball in 
Ireland.  They have a fundraiser going on right now in which the 
Irish government will match and triple all donations with funds 
from grants.  There is also merchandise for the National Irish 
Baseball team, if anyone is interested. Here's the link!  
baseballunitedfoundation.org/irish-national-baseball-team-
merchandise/

We hope you will join us on Saturday, August 3rd for the IAS & 
Friends DRINKING AT LUGHNASA - Happy Hour/Float 
Fundraiser at O'Connor Brewing Company in Norfolk!  For 
those of you who have not been there yet, here is the address: 
521 W. 25th Street, Norfolk, VA 23517 - 757.623.2337.   We need to 
raise some funds to pay back Jack Kennedy for all the beautiful 
work he did on our IAS Irish Cottage Float this year.  O’Connor 
Brewing Company is Irish-owned, and we are delighted they are 
hosting our event!  Our own Glasgow Kiss will be providing the 
live music from 4:00-7:00 pm for DRINKING AT LUGHNASA, 
and the Hampton Roads Hurling Club will start their Pub 
Crawl that same night from O'Connor Brewing Company as 
soon as our Happy Hour ends!  The HRHC cordially invites all 
IAS members to join them for the pub crawl!  Many thanks to 
John “JJ” Johnson for setting this awesome event up for us with 
O’Connor Brewing Company.  Don’t miss the craic!  
www.oconnorbrewing.com/glasgow-kiss-will-rock-the-
brewery-aug-3/

Slán go fóill!  
(‘Bye for now!)

President's Corner - cont’d. from page 1

        Lynnette Fitch Brash  m
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IAS & Friends - Half-Day Fishing Cruise

21 July 2013

Many thanks to Joe Brady for organizing another 
fabulous day on the water for us!

We are so lucky to have such fun activities and 
beautiful scenery right where we live!

Clan Hagerty, Clan Fitch/Brash, Clan Brady, and Clan 
Graeff were all represented in our contingent this year. 
Many fish were caught, some were thrown back, and 
Lynnette even pulled up two clumps of mussels! Jim 
Hagerty and Joe Brady each pulled up two fish at a 

time throughout the afternoon. 
The luck of the Irish was with us for sure!

And, as we were going home - (see last picture)
the clouds rolled in!
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thanks to Jim Hagerty and Lynnette Brash for the pictures

IAS & Frien
ds

Half-Day Fis
hing C

ruise

21 July
 2013
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In Memoriam – RIP Teddy Morrissey

I am terribly sorry to report that Teddy Morrissey, one of the 
founding members of our IAS Paddy Pack, passed over the 
Rainbow Bridge on Saturday, 6 July, 2013.  Teddy was a 
handsome beagle and blue tick hound mix seen frequently at St. 
Patrick’s Day parades, IAS meetings and picnics, Highland 
Games & Celtic Festivals, and elsewhere around town with his 
proud mama, Erin Morrissey.  He was such a happy boy and a 
pleasure to be around.  Our condolences to Erin and the rest of 
her family on the loss of this amazing being.

Teddy was a much-loved pet, but he also was a very special dog 
by any definition.  He had a huge heart; he took every adversity 
life threw at him and stayed sweet, friendly, loving, and loyal.   
Shortly after Erin first brought him home, he was struck by a car 
and had to have an operation to completely remove the ball-in-
socket joint from one of his rear legs.  Teddy recovered from that 
like a champ, and was running around in no time as if nothing 
had happened.

Teddy went through the training to become a therapy dog.  Erin 
took him frequently to CHKD, where he brought great joy and 
comfort to very ill children.  Teddy was a member of the CHKD 
“Buddy Brigade” and had his own “trading card” to give to the 
kids.  In a terrible twist of fate, Teddy developed cancer (mast 
cell tumor) himself in his left side.   Erin and her vet provided 
him with the best care, and Teddy beat the cancer.  As a cancer 
survivor, he went right back to being a therapy dog at CHKD. 
Teddy also participated with Erin in the CHKD “RunWalk for 
the Children” to raise money for CHKD families. 

Teddy loved his mama, and he loved to make new friends, be 
they other canines or humans of any age.  Teddy was a good big 
brother to not one, not two, but three puppies that Erin brought 
into their home over Teddy’s lifetime.  He was calm and patient 
with baby sister Kenna and little brothers Breccan and Brody.   
Sadly, Teddy developed cancer a second time, and this time 

nothing could be done.  He was stalwart and stoic to the end, 
and Erin spoiled him and did everything she could to make his 
last days as happy and as comfortable as possible.  Please keep 
Erin in your thoughts and prayers.  Teddy, you sweet soul, we 
will see you again on the other side.

Photographs by Aaron Taylor

Hear all the latest about our Hibernian hounds!

Feel free to submit news and/or pictures relating to Irish 
breed or Irish-owned dogs!

CU CORNER!

(Note: Cu is Gaelic for dog!)
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Best wishes for IAS Adult Princess 2003 Tamara Cervi, who has 
a hole in one of her retinas.  This was very alarming news, but 
Tamara assures us that the eye doctor assured her everything 
was ok.  The plan is just to monitor it at this point.

Happy Birthday to our July-born Princesses:  IAS Little Miss 
Princess 2010 Moira O’Neill (now a big girl of 5!), IAS Teen 
Princess 2008 Meagan Oglethorpe, and IAS Adult Princess 2011 
Bridgett Cherry Sakach!  Hard to believe Meagan is all grown 
up and a college grad!  Easier to believe that Bridgett was a 
beautiful bride last month – check out the wedding photo of 
Bridgett and her handsome groom Darryl at the Williamsburg 
Winery, where they had their wedding reception.  (Photo credit 
to Erika Mills Photography)

Congratulations to our other IAS Teen Princess 2008 and 
Broesler School of Irish Dance championship dancer Maggie 
Wilcox who is currently spending her second summer as a paid 
counselor for Camp Rince Ceol in Schenectady, NY!  These 
positions are very highly coveted in the Irish dance community; 
if you want to learn more about the camp, which has an east 
coast and a west coast location, visit their Facebook page and/or 
their website. www.irishdancecamp.com

Congratulations to our IAS Adult Princess 2008 Katie Morse, 
her fiancé Matt McCrory, and the other members of the 
O’Sullivan’s Irish Pub Cycling Team!  They have raised $5,359 
so far for the charity Autism Speaks by participating in the Bike 
to the Beach (B2B) event.  The actual B2B bike ride takes place 
on August 2nd, 2013, when they ride from Washington, DC, to 
Dewey Beach, DE!  To learn more and/or donate, visit their 
team page at this link. http://biketothebeach.kintera.org/faf/
donorReg/donorPledge.asp?
ievent=1061411&lis=1&kntae1061411=C30D57D870214CF3B00D
B652FFACCB9B&supId=379687106

The Princess Diaries, 
continued . . . August 2013
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POETRY 
CORNER

submitted by Joe Brady

The Hampton Roads Hurling Club was happy to host a guest 
player from Ireland, Mr. Andy Bourke, this summer!  Andy 
played for the Drom-Inch GAA club when he was growing up 
in Co. Tipperary and for the Cumman Baire Setanta club after 
moving to Dublin.  Andy found the HRHC online and contacted 
us to get in some hurling practice while he was over in our area 
for several weeks.  Since Andy’s fiancé is an American girl 
whose parents live in Chesapeake, VA, we hope to see him 
again on future visits!  In the picture, HRHC hurlers 
Edward Brash (M) and Reese Delavan ( R ) chat with 
Andy (L) on a break during a recent practice.

The HRHC is looking forward to attending the IAS Happy 
Hour/Float Fundraiser on August 3rd at O’Connor’s 
Brewing Company from 4-7 pm, and plan to continue on a 
HRHC Pub Crawl in Norfolk that same night!  All of age 
IAS members are invited to join us for the fun!  Obviously, 
O’Connor’s is the starting point.  Check the HRHC 
Facebook page and/or website for updates on what venues 
we plan to visit on this Pub Crawl.  HRHC gear is 
encouraged and appreciated for the Pub Crawl – rep your 
local hurlers and help us recruit!

HURLEY HAPPENINGS

Submitted by Lynnette Fitch Brash


