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The Irish American Society of Tidewater News
The Irish American
Society of
Tidewater, Virginia,
was established in
1980 to promote
and preserve Irish
culture, and all things
distinctly Irish.
Membership is open
to persons of Irish
birth or ancestry, as
well as those
persons who have
an interest in Irish
history and culture.

Our next
meeting:
Aug
ust 4 20
16

Meetings are held
the first Thursday
of every month at the
Church of the
Ascension
Community Center
4853 Princess
Anne Rd
Virginia Beach, VA.
Doors open at
6:30 p.m.,
the meeting usually
gets underway at
7:00 p.m.,
ending at 9:00 p.m.

President's Corner
To my fellow Irish American Society members,
The July business meeting was short and
sweet which allowed us to get to the main
event… our ice cream social! Thank you to
everyone who came out for the fun and
brought toppings and treats to share. NASA
reported in July that 2016 is on track to be the
hottest year in (human) history! You can’t beat
ice cream in the summer, but please be sure to
drink LOTS of water this summer and at all
outdoor events.
Thank you to all of the IAS members who
braved the intense heat to come out to the 2nd
Annual Coastal Virginia Cup (CVC) Hurling
and Camogie Tournament to march in the
Opening Ceremonies and man the IAS
hospitality tent. We had some fantastic baked
goods (thanks to you all), IAS hats, and bubbles to
sell. Debra Taylor-Kelly even offered face painting
to some very happy kids! The CVC participants
and IAS members were also very lucky to meet Mr.
Joe Gavin, the Justice and Home Affairs
Counsellor from the Irish Embassy in D.C. Mr.
Gavin traveled down to Virginia Beach solely to
attend the tournament and speak at the opening
ceremonies. What an honor! Thank you, Jackie
Trudell for inviting Mr. Gavin and for making the
CVC such a success this year!
The IAS has several more events coming up in
the next couple of months. In lieu of our August
business meeting, we will be having our first ever
IAS Variety Show. The fun, informal “show” will
be held August 4th at the Church of the Ascension.
Doors open at 6:30, and performances begin
promptly at 7PM. All acts and ages are welcome,
and the performances do NOT have to be Irish/
Celtic in nature. We have some members and IAS
princesses already signed up but have plenty of
room for more people! If you’re interested, please
e-mail www/ias.tidewater@gmail.com or just
come to the meeting with a song/joke/routine to
share!
On Saturday, August 6th, the IAS will be
participating in the Suffolk Public Libraries
Festival of Nations. We will have an “Ireland”
table where we will display maps, information,
and artifacts. Our Irish community will also be
represented by a hurling/camogie demonstration
and an Irish dance performance. All IAS members

The IAS Variety Show
Thursday,  August  4,  2016  @  7PM
The  Irish  American  Society  of  Tidewater  has  
TALENT!
We  are  looking  for  IAS  members  and  poten<al  
members  who  would  like  to  share  their  talents!  
Children,  Teens,  and  Adults  are  ALL  welcome  to  
perform  and  join  in  the  fun!
Singers,  Dancers
Musicians,  Magicians
Comedians
…  and  More!
For  more  informaHon  or  to  sign-‐up  to  perform,  
please  contact  KaHe  McCrory
(katymegh@gmail.com    /  757-‐581-‐6476)
are welcome to stand at the “Ireland” table or just
attend and see what all the countries have to offer!
The Festival of Nations will be held from 10AM –
2PM at 2000 Bennetts Creek Park Rd, Suffolk, VA
23435.
Please also remember that we will be discussing
a charity for the IAS to support at the September
meeting, September 1st. All members are invited to
present a charity for which they would like the IAS
to volunteer and support on an ongoing basis.
After the presentations, the membership in
attendance will cast private votes for the charity of
their choice.
We will also be welcoming back our past IAS
President Lynnette Fitch Brash and past Financial
Secretary Edward Brash very soon! After spending
the past 7+ months living in Scotland, we can’t
wait to hear stories of their travels!
I look forward to seeing lots of members and
visitors on August 4th for the IAS Variety Show!

Sláinte,

Katie McCrory

August 2016

Page -2

The Irish American
Society of
Tidewater

. . . at the Ice Cream Social Meeting - July 2016

P.O. Box 9614
Virginia Beach, VA
23450

OFFICERS
President
Katie McCrory
Sr. Vice President
Jackie Trudell
Jr. Vice President
Caroline Morse
Treasurer
Kate Sandoval
Recording Secretary
Cheryl Mulliken Brown
Financial Secretary
Sheila Hetherington-Smith
Past President
Joseph Brady
Membership
Betsy Kennedy
Sergeant-at-Arms
Jim Hagerty
HOSPITALITY
Volunteers Needed

NEWSLETTER
Lori Shea, editor
lorishea@aol.com
Sunshine Bulletin
email Lori Shea

INTERNET NEWS
Vera Dotson
WEBMASTER
Michael Lawler
WEB SITE
IRLUSA.org
look for us on Facebook!

The 50/50 Ticket Team was
having fun and feeling snarky!

Meeting Minutes July 2016

♣Old business- we want you to argue your

♣Meeting Start: 7:05
♣Tonight is our Ice Cream Social
♣Member Updates: New members or

case for your choice of charity. A small talk on
your charity would be welcomed. We would
like to support a local charity.
♣Please sign up for a committee – we have
bylaws and the sunshine committee AND
Hospitality!
♣Checking account balance June 1st: 1377.46
! Expense- Monthly Rent 50.00
! Income: 50/50- 34.00
! Dues: 65.00
! Finnegan’s Wake: 1816.77
! Balance as of 7/7/2016: 3244.36

visitors= Brian from New York
♣New Business- Coastal VA Cup the 23rd, The
next meeting is the variety show, Celtic
cousins picnic-Saturday September- bring a
side or desert, Scottish Society Brew day at
Coelacanth Brewery in Norfolk- Sat July 16th at
2pm, there will be food trucks
♣Anything you want everybody to know
about you, tell Lori- she will put it in the
newsletter-hehehe
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Proposed Changes to IAS Bylaws
submitted by Jim Hagerty
An organization typically operates under a set of bylaws that
provide rules that it follows. The Irish American Society of
Tidewater (IAS) operates under its bylaws, most recently
updated in 2010. Bylaws contain those rules that an
organization deems so important they can’t be changed without
previous notice and a vote by the members.
IAS members can read the current bylaws by logging onto our
website (irlusa.org) or our group page on Facebook. Anyone
without computer access can request a hard copy from any
member of the Executive Board.
The bylaws were originally established with the formation of the
IAS in 1980, and updated a number of times since. Is it time to
update again, that is the question ? The president of the IAS
recently formed a bylaws committee as provided in section 9.1
of the bylaws. It is chaired by Jim Hagerty and members
include Kate Sandoval and Linda Kuhr. Additional members
are welcome to join.

All members are encouraged to read the current bylaws and
suggest changes. Possible changes to think about include the
following:
1. Staggered Elections. Change from electing all officers every
two years to a staggered system where not all officers would be
elected at the same time. This is how the U.S. Senate works.
For example, only one-third of the Senators are up for election
this November. Once elected, the Senator serves a term of six
years. The supposed advantage is an organization always has
officers with experience to complement any new officers being
elected for the first time.
2.Executive Board. Currently composed of President, VicePresident, Second Vice-President, Financial Secretary, Treasurer,
and the immediate past President. Are we satisfied with that or
do we want a bigger or smaller board?
The bylaws committee will discuss these and other possible
changes, including suggestions by members. We will take the
time to get it right before making a formal recommendation at
an upcoming general meeting. Once that is done, any
recommended changes will be tabled for 30 days before asking
the members to vote.

Celtic
Kids’
Celtic
Kids’Corner
Corner
COLOR ME
IRISH!
There are 4 PROVINCES
and 32 COUNTIES in
Ireland.

PROVINCES:
Leinster
Munster
Connaught
Ulster
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Debra Taylor-Kelly at the IAS
Face Painting Table
IAS_Tent: Caroline Morse, Kate Sandoval,
Linda Kuhr, Michael Lawler, Joe Brady
Photos by: Katie McCrory
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CVC Opening Ceremonies. From left: Jack Kennedy
(IAS Honor Guard), Bronson Conlin, Laura Payne (2016
IAS Princess), Joe Gavin (Counsellor of Justice and
Home Affairs, Embassy of Ireland, Washington, D.C.),
Katie McCrory (IAS President), Jackie Trudell (IAS Vice
President & CnamB Treasurer, Joe Brady (IAS Past
President & Honor Guard)

Our President Katie McCrory made us so
proud by participating in the opening parade
but also doing a beautiful job singing the
National Anthem. She then stayed to
help with our bake sale.

Submitted by Jackie Trudell
The Second Annual Coastal Virginia GAA
tournament held on July 23rd was a huge
success. Our own Hurling and Camogie
teams played some extremely competitive
teams from Baltimore, D.C. , Raleigh, and
Atlanta.
This year's winner of the COVA Camogie
Cup was Atlanta, GA. And the winner of the
COVA Hurling Cup was our own Hampton
Roads Hurling Club !!!

The Irish Embassy in Washington
D.C., sent Mr. Joe Gavin, Counsellor,
Justice and Home Affairs, Ambasáid
na hÉireann, Embassy of Ireland, to
represent Ireland and show their
support for Hurling and Camogie.
He was most impressed with our
own Irish Society and its upport and
promotion of Irish Culture.
A special thanks to all who came
out to support the tournament and
greet Mr Gavin.
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Photos by:
Michael J. Lawler
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Special Guest: Joe Gavin
(Counsellor of Justice and Home
Affairs, Embassy of Ireland,
Washington, D.C.), and Skip Hunter

Photos by:
Michael J. Lawler
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Coastal Virginia Cup celebrates second year
By Nathan Epstein (http://wavy.com/author/nathanepsteinsports/)
Published: July 23, 2016, 11:04 pm

VIRGINIA BEACH (WAVY) – A union and celebration of Irish and American culture came together once more at the Princess Anne
Athletic Complex Saturday morning. A number of teams from all over the Atlantic region competed in the second annual
Coastal Virginia Cup Hurling and Camogie Tournament.
Hurling is the national sport of Ireland (camogie is the same game played by women), is nicknamed the “fastest game on grass,”
and is arguably the oldest sport in the world.
Thanks to the Hampton Roads Hurling Club, which began around seven years ago, the tournament continues to grow. “It’s
amazing,” said Jason Hall, who helped start the team and the event. “We started oﬀ last year as our ﬁrst year, we had a bunch of
teams here then, and it’s just grown exponentially.”
The tournament welcomed squads from Washington D.C., Raleigh, and Richmond.
And to cap oﬀ the weekend, the home Hampton Roads Hurling Club took home the cup.
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