
The Irish American 
Society of

Tidewater, Virginia, 
was established in 
1980 to promote
and preserve Irish 

culture, and all things 
distinctly Irish.

Membership is open
to persons of Irish

birth or ancestry, as
well as those

persons who have
an interest in Irish 
history and culture.

Meetings are held
the first Thursday

of every month at the
Church of the 

Ascension  
Community Center

4853 Princess
Anne Rd 

Virginia Beach, VA.
Doors open at

6:30 p.m.,
the meeting usually 
gets underway at

7:00 p.m.,
ending at 9:00 p.m.

Dear Fellow Irish American Society Members,

At our May 7th meeting, Edward will present a 
brief PPT on the IAS budget and our various 
monthly and annual IAS activities.  He had planned 
to present this information to the membership at the 
March meeting, but Mother Nature had other plans!   
We will also present a brief PPT on the local 
Camogie team, Cumann na mBan, just to fill the 
IAS in on our progress during the first six months.  
We will have a few special raffle items to help 
CnamB raise money for their team jerseys.

We will also have a SPRING COOK OFF at the 
May meeting, this time with MAPLE SYRUP being 
the featured ingredient!  Out of respect for my 
Canadian husband, please only use pure maple 
syrup, not any maple flavoring or fake maple 
syrup!  ;)  To be in the cooking contest, the dish you 
bring MUST feature pure maple syrup, it must be 
homemade by you, and you must bring the recipe 
with you. Both sweet and savory dishes are eligible. 
Entries will be judged and a prize will be awarded 
during the meeting!

Don’t forget about ceili dancing before the 
meeting!  I think it’s a safe bet we’ll be dancing the 
Sweets of May and perhaps also the Bonfire Dance 
from 6:15-7:00 pm!  Wear comfortable clothes and 
shoes to dance.  No experience or partners required, 
and all ages are welcome to participate!

Edward and I spent this past weekend at the 
Holy City Cup Hurling Tournament in Charleston, 
SC, where the Hampton Roads Hurling Club 
competed against five other North American GAA 
Southeast Region teams – AND WON THE 
TOURNAMENT!!!!!!!!!!!!!  In six years, the HRHC 
went from struggling to get more than a handful of 
guys out to a practice to taking TWENTY men 
down to fight their way to the TOP!  Our team came 
from furthest away, and yet I believe we had the 
largest squad of hurlers there.  We used to have to 
borrow hurlers from other teams to be able to put 
enough bodies on the pitch to play, and now we 
have a bench so deep that our subs are all talented 
hurlers in their own rights!  The HRHC won all 
three of their games, and the first two were, quite 
frankly, bloodbaths.  The other teams just didn’t 
know what hit them!   

And not to neglect the ladies, because the 
Cumann na mBan camogie team went down to 
Charleston to represent, and represent we did!  

Eleven CnamB camogs traveled down to 
Charleston, where we took part in a Camogie Clinic 
and a mixed-team Camogie scrimmage with 
women from five other camogie teams, including 
Clan na Gael from Atlanta, who are the current 
North American camogie champions!  Again, our 
team came from furthest away, and we aren’t even a 
full six months old yet, but we had the largest 
squad of camogs there.  It was a lot of fun meeting 
and playing with the camogs from other teams, and 
we really appreciate Charleston putting the 
Camogie activities into the schedule for the 
weekend.  We especially appreciate the three Clan 
na Gael Camogie coaches (Johnny, Patrick, and Rob) 
sharing their expertise with us; we really learned a 
great deal.

See elsewhere in this issue for pictures from the 
Charleston Holy City Cup Hurling Tournament!  
Between the HRHC hurlers, the CnamB camogs, 
and our various family members and friends, 
Edward counts 48.5 people, including a baby-on-
the-way, road tripped to this tournament!. That’s a 
pretty impressive contingent!  We did our best to 
put the 757 on the map and make all of you proud!

Don’t forget there will be another HRHC pub 
league hurling match at the Lafayette Park field in 
Norfolk next to the zoo on Sunday, May 10th!  At 10 
am, the Tribesmen have a rematch with the 
Dullahans.  It’s a free, fun, and family-friendly 
activity to come watch – come out and support your 
local GAA athletes who are representing Irish 
culture!

Also, mark Saturday, July 18 on your calendars 
because the first ever COASTAL VIRGINIA CUP 
Hurling & Camogie Tournament, co-hosted by the 
HRHC and CnamB, will be taking place in Virginia 
Beach then!  Teams from all over the Southeastern 
and Mid-Atlantic regions will be traveling to our 
area to compete.  The HRHC and CnamB would 
love to have the IAS actively involved in the 
activities that weekend.  More details coming in the 
next newsletter!!!

Bealtaine Shona!  Slán go fóill! 
(Happy May Day!  ‘Bye for now!)

President's Corner
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International Ancestry Website Access

The IAS has purchased an international subscription to 
Ancestry.com (www.ancestry.com).  Included in this subscription is access to many Irish records databases, 
including births, deaths, marriages, christenings, and passenger ship manifests. Over the last few years, there 
have been hundreds of new data sources added.
In order to help offset the cost of this subscription to the society, IAS members may purchase access in one 
month increments, at a cost of $10 per month. 
For more details, please contact Edward Brash at brash99@gmail.com.

Condolences to IAS Adult Princess 2015 
Anne-Bernadette Dail and her entire family 
on the loss of her paternal grandmother, 
Elizabeth Burton Dail.  Here is a link to the 
funeral home obituary for her.  
www.legacy.com/obituaries/pilotonline/
obituary.aspx?n=elizabeth-b-
dail&pid=174538469&fhid=28681

The Parting 
Glass

Of all good times that e'er 
we shared,
   I leave to you fond 
memory;
And for all the friendship 
that e'er we had
   I ask you to remember 
me;

And when you sit and stories tell,
   I'll be with you and help recall;
So fill to me the parting glass,
   God bless, and joy be with you all.

from “The Parting Glass”

Happy April Birthday to IAS Junior Princess 
2012 Aubree Musicant!  Hard to believe it, 
but our little Aubree is not so little anymore – 
she is now officially a TEENAGER of 13!  
Congratulations are also in order for Aubree 
because she was just inducted into the 
National Junior Honor Society for her 
excellent grades!  Way to go, kiddo!

Congratulations to IAS Teen Princess 2014 
Jyllian Barry who was just selected for a 
prestigious National Youth Leadership Forum 
summer program!  Jyllie will be doing an 
internship with the George Mason University 
Law School involving CSI forensics.  WOW!!!  

Congratulations to one of our IAS Teen 
Princesses for 2015, Iris Dotson, who just took 
another 1st Place in Barrel Racing! Nicely 
done, Iris!

Congratulations to IAS Teen Princess 2008 
Maggie Wilcox who is now the new Fitness 
Instructor and BodyPump Coach at OneLife 
Fitness in Chesapeake!  Maggie has been kind 
enough to teach Irish ceili dance classes for us 
before some of our monthly IAS meetings in 
the past.  Guess we have to share her now 
with her new fans!

Look for our IAS Teen Princess 2005 Sara 
Rhodes performing in her sixth season 
dancing at Busch Gardens in the Ireland 
show Celtic Fyre this spring and summer!  
Our Sara has danced her way into the female 
lead position!

Congratulations to IAS Adult Princess 2000 
Lynnette Fitch Brash’s parents, Rex & Lynnee 
Fitch, on their GOLDEN WEDDING 
ANNIVERSARY this April!  Fifty years of 
love, loyalty, and friendship – and they still 
hold hands and laugh with each other!  b

Congratulations to IAS Adult Princess 2004 
Lynette Gilmour Crouch and her husband 
Tommy Crouch on their wedding anniversary 
this April.

The Princess Diaries, 
continued . . . May 2015
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You never know!
Vera Dotson meeting Henry Winkler 
(aka the Fonz) at Richmond Airport.

Anne Devereux’s 2 year grandson Aidan Michael 
Devereux...in his great grandpa's tie. Anne’s Dad 
wore this every year for at least 70 years.and we 

teased him...now I guess it's an heirloom!

Cecilia Davitt Thomas on vacation!

Society Shout-Out

LOTS OF FUN AT FINNEGAN'S WAKE!
Continued!
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The HRHC won the Holy City Cup Tournament 2015

The HRHC took on the Raleigh Cu Chulainn GAA in the tournament final!

Holy City Cup Hurling Tournament

Charleston, SC
April 2015

HURLEY HAPPENINGS
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Presentation of the Holy City Cup 
to HRHC President Ryan Norman!

The Hall Brothers

Piper Corey Roy piped the HRHC into 
the tournament After Party, while Galway 
Boy Paul Cannon carried the trophy and 

served as HRHC Hype Man

Two of the three HRHC founding members, 
Ryan & Rebecca Norman, with their kids 

Liam and Ellie

The Originals -- some of those who got 
the HRHC going back in 2009/2010

Captain Zach Otto of the HRHC 
enjoys the tournament victory

Holy City Cup Hurling Tournament

Charleston, SC
April 2015
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Thanks to our awesome sponsor Murphy's Virginia Beach for the 
tanks CnamB wore for the Camogie Clinic and Camogie 

Scrimmage! We played in the rain, but at least we looked good!

CnamB participated in a fantastic Camogie Clinic organized by the coaches 
from Atlanta's Clan na Gael Camogie team -- thanks, Johnny O'Sullivan, 

Patrick Lynch, and Rob! smile emoticon They definitely know what they are 
doing -- Clan na Gael won the North American Camogie Championships in 

2014! It was an honor to train with them and their camogs.

The Clan na Gael coaches also organized a mixed-team Camogie Scrimmage that 
was lots of fun! In addition to Clan na Gael and CnamB, Charleston, Greenville, 
and Raleigh each also supplied some camogs. CnamB came from the farthest 

away, but we brought the most camogs (11)!
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LOTS OF FUN AT FINNEGAN'S WAKE!
Continued!
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ST. PATRICK’S DAY PARADE 2015

Continued!


