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birth or ancestry, as
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Meetings are held
the first Thursday
of every month at the
Church of the
Ascension
Community Center
4853 Princess
Anne Rd
Virginia Beach, VA.
Doors open at
6:30 p.m.,
the meeting usually
gets underway at
7:00 p.m.,
ending at 9:00 p.m.

Dear Fellow Irish American Society members,
The IAS suffered another terrible loss recently. In
mid-February, our sweet Mollie Carr passed. A couple
years ago, Mollie and a group of IAS members,
including me, journeyed to Arlington National
Cemetery for the sending off of our friend Sully. On
the coach ride there, Mollie asked me if I would be
willing, as IAS President, to say an Irish blessing for our
group at Arlington, since so many of us had loved ones
buried there, including Mollie's beloved husband
Patrick. I was very touched and started thinking about
what I could say for them. I remembered a traditional
Gaelic blessing that Edward and I had incorporated
into our own wedding ceremony. My favorite part of
the Mass growing up was the "Peace be with you" part
toward the end, and that was why this particular
blessing spoke to me.
After burying Sully, we re-boarded the bus, and the
driver was kind enough to make a stop for us in Patrick
Carr's section of Arlington. We all got out, we circled
together, and I read the following blessing. Mollie and
the other widows and family members were very
touched, and I was both honored and moved to help
them pray for their dearly departed. When we reboarded the bus to head home, we saw a DOUBLE
rainbow in the sky! That was an awesome sight! It
really made everyone feel happy again. It was such a
perfect metaphor; after rain, the sun does come back
out again, and life goes on. It also made us think of
Irish leprechauns and pots of gold.
It is difficult to say goodbye to someone as beautiful
as Mollie. Her eyes were that beautiful blue of a clear
sky, her smile shone like the sun, and her personality
sparkled like the stars at night. I hope she and her
Patrick and Colleen Bromley and Sarah Morgan and
Tom Porter and Sully and Sheila Gallagher and all our
other gone but never forgotten IAS members and extended
families and friends are having a fabulous celestial ceili
together.
In fond remembrance of our sweet Mollie, here is the
blessing she asked for.

***
A Gaelic Blessing
Deep peace of the running wave to you.
Deep peace of the flowing air to you.
Deep peace of the quiet earth to you.
Deep peace of the shining stars to you.
Deep peace of the gentle night to you.
Moon and stars pour their healing light on you.
Deep peace of the Son of peace to you, forever.
***
Our March meeting (Thursday, March 7th) will not
have a program. We need ALL the time that night to

March 2013
President's Corner

prepare for all the various IRISH MONTH activities
in which the IAS will be participating! Please come,
bring a treat to share, and enjoy the Irish camaraderie!
Mike Bromley has done his usual fabulous job
organizing our annual Finnegan’s Wake celebration/
fundraiser. It will take place on Saturday, March 109h
this year, in the Church of the Ascension Community
Center where we have our meetings. As always, there
will be a delicious Irish meal, live Irish music, Irish step
dancing from An Cor Rud/The Reel Thing AND the
Cumascaigh School of Irish Dance, ceili dancing,
the presentation of this year’s IAS Irish Princesses, a
cash bar, a hurling demo, and more! If you haven’t
gotten your tickets yet, talk to Mike (cell 757/572-2835;
e-mail thebrom@verizon.net). If any are left, he will
have them at the March meeting. Tickets are $15 each
for adults; $10 each for ages 12-and-under. For the
young children ONLY there will be a dinner of
mac’n’cheese and either hot dogs or chicken nuggets.
See the ceili flier elsewhere in the newsletter for more
information.
Volunteers who can help set up for Finnegan’s Wake
would be most welcome that morning at 9 am. The
decorations will be there on premises – we just have to
show up to put them on the tables. It is quick work,
especially with many hands, so come on out if you are
in the area. Mike may also need some volunteers with
helping to serve the dinner at Finnegan’s Wake. We
serve it family style, so it is actually a quick shift. You
roll the cart out to the table, drop off several bowls, and
then go on to the next one. If you are the friendly type
and would be willing to help with this, we would
appreciate it.
One week exactly after Finnegan’s Wake is the 46th
Annual Saint Patrick’s Day Parade (Saturday, March
16th) in Ocean View, Norfolk. The IAS will be located
in Section One, Position 39. This will be in the
general vicinity of Northside Middle School on
Granby Street. We need to be in position by 9 am;
step off is at 10 am. See the OV Parade feature
elsewhere in this newsletter for more information.
We also hope to march on Saturday, March 23 at the
parade that starts off the Church Hill Irish Festival in
Richmond. This is a VERY fun festival that many of us
have gone to in the past. Check our IAS Facebook
page and/or website (www.IRLUSA.org) for more
details on that in a week or so.

Erin go bragh!

Slán go fóill!
(Ireland forever! ‘Bye for now!)

Lynnette Fitch Brash

m
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Our condolences also, to the family of a newer
member, Sheila Gallagher, of Norfolk, who
passed away on Sat, Jan 12, 2013.

IN THE SPOTLIGHT
by Maryann Bromley
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hanger tonight. Also Joe Brady has 50/50 tickets.
Next meeting, raffling off small Irish cottage, $25.00
a ticket, $10.00 goes to IAS.
♣ Mike Bromley mentioned Finnegan’s Wake....3/9 at
Ascension 6:30,
♣ tickets on sale now....$15.00 adult, $10.00 children 12
& under. Menu: corned beef, cabbage, potatoes,
Irish stew, Irish soda bread.....cash bar, “Fond
Memories” performing, 2 Irish dance studio’s
dancing, no tickets sold at door!
♣ Lynnette said St. Patrick’s parade 3/16 in Ocean
view. Jack Kennedy said Irish cottage is available to
ride in, if weather is bad. Can also ride in “Paddy
Wagon”.
♣ 3/17...”The Chieftains” performing at Harrison
Opera House with Tidewater Pipes & Drums and
local dancer’s. PRESHOW .... Glasgow Kiss
performing 5 to 6:30p.m. Lynette Crouch said she
has 40 tickets at a discounted price, only $35.00.
Please have money to her by 2/21.
♣ 3/23 & 3/24 Church Hill Irish Festival in Richmond.
More info. at March meeting.

♣ Emergency Executive Board meeting was held to

replace Kerry Sinclair as Financial Secretary & a
temporary one has been appointed.
♣ Ray Marian suggested IAS newsletter be started “on
line” to save money.
♣ Kathleen Myrick mentioned Va. Breast Cancer
Foundation luncheon 4/6 in Hampton 11:30am.
IAS will match donations.
♣ Program started 7:45pm....Lynnette Brash gave a
wonderful presentation about Robert Burns, Scottish
poet & author. Born Jan. 25th, wrote “Auld Lang
Syne”, “Green Grow the Rashes, O” & many others.
Monument in Belfast to Burns’ last sweetheart
“Highland Mary”. Edward Brash sang several songs
written by Robert Burns.
♣ Program ended 8:30pm
♣ Thanks to all who brought desserts......much
appreciated!
♣ Submitted by: Mary Ann Bromley
Submitted by: Mary Ann Bromley
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HURLEY HAPPENINGS

In February 2013, the Hampton Roads
Hurling Club went on its first pub crawl,
which took place in Norfolk, Virginia. A
large group of HRHC hurlers and their wives, buddies, and
supporters descended upon Ghent and made their presence known!

Many of the pub crawlers wore the beautiful blue, green, and white
HRHC jerseys to show their club pride. The pub crawl visited the
following venues in the
following order:
O'Connor Brewing
Company (521 W 25th St,
Norfolk, VA 23517),
Belmont House of
Smoke (2117 Colonial
Ave, Norfolk, VA 23517),
The Public House (1112
Colley Ave, Norfolk, VA
23517), and Mo &
O'Malley's Irish Pub (131
Granby St, Norfolk, VA
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23510). We even had our own
film crew in tow, as some people
who were interested in making a
film about the Gaelic language in
America followed us from stop to
stop! Many thanks to all the
venues for a grand evening - and
yes, the craic WAS indeed mighty!
Some highlights include the
brewery tour at our first stop,
Rebecca Norman and Edward
Brash running the tables at our
second stop (who knew they were
such pool sharks?!), and
the late night shenanigans
at the last stop. There can

be no doubt we WILL do this again, so don't miss out on the fun
next time!
The HRHC continues to grow and improve; new members are
always welcome, and no prior knowledge or experience with the
sport is needed. Scrimmages/practices are held on Sundays from 10
am - 12 pm, and
during the warm
season there are
additional skill drill
practices mid-week
in Virginia Beach
and Hampton.
This year, the
HRHC is going to
join one of the
regions in the
North American
GAA (Gaelic
Athletic
Association), and
we will be sending
players to an even
larger number of
tournaments this
year! Join our
Facebook page or
visit our website
(http://
hrhurling.com/) to
learn more about
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IAS FOOTBALL FUNDRAISER
By: Mary Ann Bromley
Back in late summer, at one
of our Irish American Society
Board meetings, we were
discussing various fund raisers
to help increase IAS bank
account. I came up with the
idea of a “Super Bowl” pool,
which started at our
September meeting. I made a
poster with 100 squares,
collecting $1.00 per square.
Now of course, we had no
idea at the start of football
season, which teams would be
playing in the Super Bowl!
We agreed that the half time
score winner would win
$50.00, giving half back to the
IAS and same deal with final
score winner. Each month the
squares started to fill up. Oh
this was getting exciting!
Finally, all the squares were
filled and we knew the Baltimore Ravens and San Francisco 49ers
were playing in the Super Bowl. Numbers were drawn for both NFC
and AFC scores and the anticipation began!

ODE
We are the music-makers,
And we are the dreamers of dreams,
Wandering by lone sea-breakers,
And sitting by desolate streams;
World-losers and world-forsakers,
On whom the pale moon gleams:
Yet we are the movers and shakers
Of the world for ever, it seems.
With wonderful deathless ditties
We build up the world's great cities,
And out of a fabulous story
We fashion an empire's glory:
One man with a dream, at pleasure,
Shall go forth and conquer a crown;
And three with a new song's measure
Can trample an empire down.

Now.....what happened next is most unusual and very interesting!
Our half time winner was Lieutenant Commander Joe Bromley, U.S.
Navy and son of my husband Mike & me,
who was in town from Newport, Rhode
Island for Naval training. The final score
winner was Lieutenant Commander Joanna
(“Jo”) Kalvig, U.S. Navy, stationed at Joint
Staff, Suffolk, Va. and a current member of
IAS. How ironic that TWO Naval Officers
both named JOE/JO were the lucky
winners of our Super Bowl pool!
Could this be an omen that the IAS will
have “smooth sailings” in our future? Plus
the IAS increased their bank account by
$50.00.
Who knows, maybe we will try this fund
raiser next season!
Thanks to all who helped make our first
Super Bowl Pool a success and
congratulations to Joe &
Jo on winning!!

We, in the ages lying
In the buried past of the earth,
Built Nineveh with our sighing,
And Babel itself with our mirth;
And o'erthrew them with prophesying
To the old of the new world's worth;
For each age is a dream that is dying,
Or one that is coming to birth.

POETRY
CORNER

Arthur O'Shaughnessy
(14 March 1844 – 30 January 1881)
was a British poet
of Irish descent, born in London.
By far the most noted of any his works are
the initial lines of The Ode
from his book Music and Moonlight
(1874).
Sir Edward Elgar set the ode to music
in 1912 in his work entitled The Music
Makers, Op 69.
submitted by Joe Bardy
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FRESH EIRE
Keeping up with
Irish Events!
Philly Midwinter Celtic Music Festival 2013

The 21st annual Philly Midwinter Festival (officially known as the
Greater Philadelphia Midwinter Scottish & Irish Music Festival &
Fair!) took place this year once again over Presidents Day weekend,
and boy oh boy was it fun to be back! Last year was the first year I
have missed since1999, when I was living in Ireland going to grad
school! The Philly Midwinter takes place each February at the Valley
Forge Convention Center, which has been newly renovated to include
a ca$ino. It also has two hotels, a pub, restaurants, ATM's, a gym, etc.
on the premises as well - all under the same roof!
Many, many thanks to the Philly Midwinter organizers, Karen and
Bill Reid of East of the Hebrides Entertainments. As ALWAYS, they
did a fabulous job putting together a phenomenal line up of the very
best live Celtic music from Ireland, Scotland, Australia, Canada, and
the US. There were at least three stages of music going all weekend,
and much more than that - Celtic vendors, food, beer, whiskey, mead,
pipe bands, Irish step dancers, Highland dancers, Ottawa Valley and
Cape Breton step dancers, ceili/ceilidh dancers, whisky tastings, Gaelic
workshops, ETCETERA! To quote Bill from their website (http://
www.eohebrides.com/), "It was a blast to do and we are already
looking forward to next February. And what about our fantastic
performers??? Incredible - every one of them! And great vendors! And
super speakers! And awesome pipers! And tremendous dancers! What
a party! Thanks again!"
IAS member Donna Looney and her beau John McGlynn joined my
husband Edward and me up there for an awesome weekend of good
music and good times! One of our favorite bands every year now at
the Philly Midwinter is a band comprised of the four Diver sisters
from Bundoran, Co. Donegal. There is a picture on this page of
Donna and John hanging out with them in the pub after the festival.
They call their band Screaming Orphans (http://
www.thescreamingorphans.com/), and they are outstanding musicians
and really entertaining girls! They do write a lot of pop/rock originals,
but my favorite is when they cover traditional Irish tunes. No one can
hold a candle to those harmonies - just gorgeous. The sight of them
finishing "Down by the Glenside" (often referred to as "Bold Fenian
Men", which is really a different song's title) with their fists in the air
absolutely brought tears to my eyes. I bought all three of their Irish
CD's at the Philly Midwinter this year Belle's Isle, The Jacket's Green, and
Sliabh Liag. We listened to them on
the way home. OUTSTANDING!
I must confess I begin my Christmas
shopping early every year at the Philly
Midwinter. The Reids always have an
excellent assortment of Celtic vendors
with really unique and beautiful items
for purchase. This festival and the
Richmond Games have the best Celtic
shopping of the year every year, in my
opinion. I saw a book there about the
Irish in Philadelphia; the author was
there signing copies. The Bromleys and some of our other IAS Philly
transplants might want to look into that! Edward surprised me with a
lovely present he bought me at the festival - a gorgeous greenish-blue

knit Tivoli sweater! I will try to remember to wear it to the next
meeting. Tivoli (http://www.tivolispinners.com/) is a relatively new
company based in Co. Cork who produce fabulous knitwear as well as
yarn and patterns for knitting. If you are as big of a fan of Irish
knitwear as I am, you must add Tivoli to your shopping list along with
all the Irish Woolen Mills, Avoca, and Carraig Donn.
This year, it was fun to run into Michael Waugh, co-owner of the
company Wild West Irish Tours (http://
www.wildwestirishtours.com/),
along with his lovely bride Trish
O'Donnell Jenkins. Some of us
knew Michael back in the day,
when his daughter Eileen was an
Irish step dancer in ROI, and he
used to come hang out at the
White Horse Pub trad seisiuns
with us on Wednesday nights!
We are talking back in 1997/8!!!
Now he spends part of his year
in Ireland and part in Virginia.
His company provides
really amazing tours of
the West Coast of Ireland
- check out their
Facebook page. They are
doing phenomenally well
and are involved in all kinds
of cool Irish culture stuff up
in the DC
area.
I believe this was my tenth
year
teaching Scottish step dance
and
ceilidh classes for the Philly
Midwinter at Karen & Bill's kind
invitation. It is an honor to be
included in their
stellar line up, and I had a ton of fun doing it, as always. There are
also Irish ceili classes, taught by Rosemarie Timoney and her dancers.
Rosemarie founded her dance school nearly 50 years ago, and she is a
Philadelphia Irish icon. I love visiting with her every year and picking
up new Irish ceili dances from her! In addition to the dance classes,
there are quite a few dance performances during the course of the
weekend. Next year, Donna and I hope to convince our teacher
Meghan Comaskey and the entire adult class of the Cumascaigh
School of Irish Dance to go up with us to the Philly Midwinter so that
we can do lots of ceili and step dancing to the live music! That will be
so fun! Join us - I promise you will be glad you did!
Submitted by Lynnette Fitch Brash
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Get your Irish on for Irish Month!!!
Submitted by Edward Brash ~
March gigs for Celtic trio GLASGOW KISS – Our brand new CD
(For the Goat in All of Us) should be available for purchase at all these shows!!!
Sat. Mar 2,
2013

9:30 PM
-1:00AM

Sat. Mar 9,
2013

6:00 PM
-9:00PM

Wed. Mar 13,
2013

4:30 PM
-7:00PM

The Talbot on Granby

Granby Street, Norfolk, VA

Fri. Mar 15,
2013

12:00 PM
-1:00PM

Dominion Tower on Waterside Drive

Waterside Drive, Norfolk,
VA

Fri. Mar 15,
2013

5:00 PM
-6:00PM

Fri. Mar 15,
2013

9:30 PM
-1:00AM

Sat. Mar 16,
2013

6:00 PM
-10:00PM

Sun. Mar 17,
2013

8:00 AM NOON

Sun. Mar 17,
2013

5:00 PM
-6:30PM

Jack Quinn's Irish Pub & Restaurant
Shamrockin' the 'Burg!!
http://www.williamsburgkiwanis.org/component/registrationpro/event/2/
Kiwanis-Club-of-Williamsburg-Presents-?Itemid=282

Shamrockin' of Ghent
http://www.virginia.org/Listings/EventsAndExhibits/ShamrockininGhent2013/

Granby Street, Norfolk, VA

New Town, Williamsburg,
VA

Colley Avenue, Norfolk, VA

Jack Quinn's Irish Pub & Restaurant

Granby Street, Norfolk, VA

Mike's Place Irish American Pub

Warwick Blvd, Newport
News, VA

http://www.mikesplacepub.com/
Shamrock Marathon
Pre-Show Party for The Chieftains concert at Harrison Opera House –
FREE St. Patrick’s Day Party on the Green w/ special guest dancers from
the Cumascaigh School of Irish Dance!

Oceanfront, Virginia
Beach, VA

Norfolk, VA

http://www.vafest.org/2013/2013-performances/
beyond-the-concert/st-patty-on-the-green

Sat. Mar 23,
2013

6:00 PM
-9:00PM

St. Patrick's Dinner & Dance
https://www.facebook.com/events/473609462694736/

Gloucester, VA

Submitted by Mary Ann Bromley ~
I saw the advertisement in today’s [02/21/13] paper about the St. Patrick’s 6-day celebration
at Murphy’s Grand Irish Pub [http://murphyspub.com/murphys/vabeach/].
•Tuesday, 3/12 - Irish Trivia
•Wednesday, 3/13 - Irish Whiskey tasting
•Thursday, 3/14 - Guinness Pour Contest
•Friday, 3/15 - Week-end kick off with Martin Marron 9 pm
•Saturday, 3/16 - Brent Shepard 1-5 pm & Martin Marron 9 pm
•Sunday, 3/17 - Opening 9 am: Don Bunch & Charlie Austin 12-4 pm, Martin
Marron & Charlie Austin 4-8 pm, Martin Marron 9 pm
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CU CORNER!
FESTOON YOUR DOG IN A GIANT ST.
PADDY'S DAY SCARF FOR A GOOD CAUSE!
Just in time for our Paddy Pack to strut its stuff in the Ocean
View St. Patrick's Day Parade, here is a submission from IAS
member and Irish Wolfhound mama Heather Hanchett Burns:
Need to spiff up your Hibernian Hound to honor his or her
and/or your heritage for St. Paddy's Day? Order an ontrend, fashion forward, designer double-sided triangle scarf
18" deep x 38" wide! Made to order of pre-washed & hot
dried cotton, with black thread top-stitching.
Scarves $15 each; U.S. shipping = $5 for up to three scarves,
International shipping = $12 for up to three scarves.
Fabric selection by number, so look at the pictures to make
your front and back side selections, or have the same fabric
for both sides. 100% of proceeds (less shipping) benefit the
Texas Rio Grande Valley Therapy Pets group and the
Wolfhound Quarterly (Facebook page) charitable Irish Wolfhound
cause fund.
Paypal payment address: kjbrookbank@gmail.com
Go to: https://www.paypal.com/webapps/mpp/make-onlinepayments

Type in your email address in the "from" box and
kjbrookbank@gmail.com in the "to" box and go from there. Thank
you for your order!
Permission to cross-post given to me by:
Ocho IrishWolfhound
(Note: Cu is Gaelic for dog!)

The Princess Diaries,
continued . . .March 2012
Happy February Birthday to IAS Teen
Princess 2012 Caitlyn Taylor! Caitlyn is
home recuperating from migraines
caused by a concussion. She has had to
take this semester off from university.
We hope she is feeling better and back to
100% SOON!
Congratulations to IAS Adult Princess 2003
Tamara Cervi and her entire family on the birth of
her new wee cousin Liam! Great name, and what a
cutie pie!
As if living in Italy wasn’t amazing enough, IAS
Adult Princess 2010 Kate Collins O’Neill, her hubby
Tim, daughter Moira, son Finn, and G&G Collins all
made a family trip to Ireland in January! What a
fabulous time was had by all! Check out Kate’s
Facebook page to see more of the gorgeous photos
she took on the auld sod.
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2013 St. Patrick’s
Day Parade
Come on out and rep your Irish
roots at the 46th Annual St.
Patrick's Day Parade in Ocean
View, Norfolk! http://
www.norfolkparade.com/
The IAS will be located in
Section One, Position 39. This
will be in the general vicinity of
Northside Middle School at the
corner of Granby St. & Westmont
Ave. Parade Marshalls in green
jackets will be there to assist you if
you have questions. It is nearly
impossible to get near Northside Middle School by car after 9 am, so
if you want to park near the school plan to get there early.
The Knights of Columbus will also be running a shuttle bus from
8 am – 10:00 am between Holy Trinity School (Government & First
View) at the end of the parade route back to the parade start area, so
you can park at the end of the parade if you wish. THERE IS NO
SHUTTLE BACK AFTER THE PARADE, SO PLEASE
PLAN ACCORDINGLY.
Thanks to our Float Committee Chair Jack Kennedy and his
hardworking & talented crew, we have a new & improved IRISH
COTTAGE float, plus the return of our popular PADDY WAGON,
which has been refurbished. Our floats should arrive in the line up
between 8:30 and 8:45 am Saturday morning. PLEASE JOIN US
THEN WITH WHATEVER YOU'VE GOT TO HELP
DECORATE THEM: Irish banners, bunting, flags, streamers,
shamrocks, leprechauns, beads, etc. Parade step off is 10 am sharp.
Current 2013 IAS members with mobility issues and/or small
children, grandchildren, nieces, or

nephews are welcome to ride on the IAS
floats. We request that people capable of
walking the entire parade route do so in
order to save room on the floats for people
who can't walk themselves or who have little
kids who can't walk that far. MAKE SURE
YOUR 2013 IAS DUES ARE PAID SO
YOU CAN RIDE - we'll even take them the
morning of! There ARE benefits to IAS
membership, doncha know?! :)
Along with our floats, we will have our 2013
IAS PRINCESSES, riding on a green
Mustang convertible.
We will also have our IAS PADDY PACK
of Irish-owned and Irish breed dogs
marching with us. Members are encouraged
to join the Paddy Pack with their dogs as
long as the dogs are people-friendly and dog-friendly, are up-to-date
on their vaccinations, and are on a non-retractable leash. We need 2
volunteers to carry our gorgeous new IAS Paddy Pack banner,
designed by Jason Wilson!
IRISH STEP DANCERS from An Cor Rud/The Reel Thing
AND the Cumascaigh School of Irish Dance will “step lively”
along the parade route, doing a little special something in front of the
reviewing stand!
• For the second year running, we are delighted to be joined by a
contingent of our friends from the HAMPTON ROADS
HURLING CLUB! Hurling is one of Ireland’s national sports and
has its roots in ancient times. We're excited to have the lads along on
the one road sharing the one load with us!
A few rules from the parade organizers:
1. We are not allowed to throw items at/to spectators.
2. We are not allowed to have alcoholic beverages in the parade.
Violating these rules will get you/us ejected from the parade.
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