
Dear Fellow Irish American Society members, 

As you know, we cancelled the January meeting so 
that IAS members and officers could attend the wake 
of  our dear Sarah Friel Morgan.  Sarah passed at the 
end of  December after battling acute leukemia.  She 
was lovingly tended day in and day out by her sisters, 
and I know this must have been an enormous comfort 
to her.  Her six sisters, her son Kevin, and other 
members of  her extended family all expressed how 
grateful they were for the strong emotional support 
from the IAS “family”.  I would just like to say that 
our “Donegal Girls” were some of  the first people I 
met in the IAS when I started attending events back in 
1997.  Their friendliness and fun-loving personalities 
really were a big reason for my joining, and to me they 
really embody what is wonderful about the IAS.  I am 
so glad all seven sisters got a chance to return to 
Donegal together the summer of  2011.  I am also so 
glad the IAS had the chance to celebrate all seven 
sisters with a party in their honor back in 2008.  We 
will all miss Sarah dearly; with her sisters, she was 
always one of  the first on the dance floor, one of  the 
first to volunteer to help, and one of  the first to make 
new members feel welcome.  I personally will miss her 
hugs and her smiles.   Please keep her, her family, and 
our other members who are going through serious 
illnesses and sad times in your thoughts and prayers.  

For the February meeting, Edward and I are going 
to do a program for the IAS on Scotland’s national 
bard, Robert Burns.  Burns actually had some 
interesting connections to Ireland, America, and 
Virginia, which we will present to you via some 
biographical information (Lynnette) and some songs 
(Edward).  Do join us on Thursday, February 7th 
for this program packed with music, poetry, and 
history.

Please let us know if  you are interested in giving a 
presentation, have an Irish program topic suggestion, 
or have a contact who might give a presentation for 
us!

Please invite friends along to the meetings and the 
various events; the more the merrier!

And PLEASE don’t forget to pay your 
2013 IAS membership dues!!!

Go raibh maith agaibh!  Slán go fóill!  
(Thank you!  ‘Bye for now!)

        Lynnette Fitch Brash  m
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The Irish Connection

The Irish American 
Society of

Tidewater, Virginia, 
was established in 
1980 to promote
and preserve Irish 

culture, and all things 
distinctly Irish.

Membership is open
to persons of Irish

birth or ancestry, as
well as those

persons who have
an interest in Irish 
history and culture.

Meetings are held
the first Thursday

of every month at the
Church of the 

Ascension  
Community Center

4853 Princess
Anne Rd 

Virginia Beach, VA.
Doors open at

6:30 p.m.,
the meeting usually 
gets underway at

7:00 p.m.,
ending at 9:00 p.m.

Our next meeting:December 6, 2012

President's Corner

IAS Jr. VP John "JJ" Johnson, his son Justin, and his 
daughter Lindsey carry our new IAS Banner on its "inaugural 

voyage."  The Johnson's led off  our IRISH contingent on 
Hogmanay (Scottish New Year's Eve) in the annual 

Portsmouth Olde Town Scottish Walk.  We also had 
members of  the Hampton Roads Hurling Club, An Cor Rud, 
and the Cumascaigh School of  Irish Dance round out our 
Irish contingent.  The new IAS banner was designed by IAS 

member Jason Wilson - didn't he do a wonderful job?!
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Flowers of the Forest

In honor of  our angel Sarah Friel Morgan, 
one of  our seven beloved Donegal Sisters, a 
poem from Ireland...

DONEGAL

By Eamonn Bonner

If  you’re in a place that’s far away,
And your heart is filled with care.

If  the troubles of  this living
Are sometimes hard to bear.

Then be like me, and close your eyes;
Call Donegal to mind.

And think of  places that you know
Which once were true and kind.

 
You could be crossing over

By boat to Aran Isle.
You might be going to Ardara 

[ARE-draah]
Through bright hills by the mile.

Or you may look down from Errigal 
[AIR-ee-gull]

On lake and rock and land.
Because when you think of  Donegal,

It’s like a friend has 
touched your hand.

Not everyone has the time or energy to volunteer to help the society, and that’s ok.  
But one way everyone should contribute to the health and well being of  the 
organization is by paying the annual membership dues.  In 2012, we did not meet our 
projected numbers for dues, which is why we had to spend the entire year hustling 
fundraisers to try and compensate for this funding shortage.

As per the IAS by-laws, the annual dues are due each January, and they cover 
that calendar year, ending December 31st, no matter when during the year you 
join.  The dues are important, because they fund the activities and support the 
charities that we as an organization have decided to do and support.  Membership 
dues help pay for our liability insurance, newsletter expenses, the Tom Porter 
Memorial Scholarship to promote and preserve Irish culture, donations to Project 
Children and the American Cancer Society, our St. Patrick’s Day parade floats and 
festival banners, etc. 

reminder MEMBERSHIP DUES for 2013 are due!
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It will be March before you know it and time for our 
fabulous IAS Paddy Pack of  Irish-owned and/or Irish 
breed dogs to march in the St. Patrick's Day parade with 
us!  All friendly, non-aggressive dogs are welcome to walk 
on leash with their owners.  In the past, we have had 
everything from tiny Norfolk terriers to gentle giant Irish 
wolfhounds, and every size in between!  Our Paddy Pack is 
always a huge crowd favorite.  

Check out the beautiful new IAS Paddy Pack banner 
designed by talented new IAS member Jason Wilson. 
How sharp are we going to look this March?!  Many thanks 
to Jason for designing this gorgeous banner for us, as well 
as the fabulous new IAS banner (pictured elsewhere in this  
issue of  the newsletter)!  

Cead Mile Failte to Jason, his wife Caitlyn, his son Noah, and his 
daughter Aislin! 

CU CORNER!

(Note: Cu is Gaelic for dog!)

HELP US BUILD A

BALLPARK IN IRELAND

Baseball Ireland, the Ashbourne 
Baseball Club and The Baseball United 
Foundation are teaming up to raise 
money to build a ballpark in County 
Meath, Ireland. The facility will be the first 
of  its kind in Ireland and it will help to 
further grow the game in Ireland.

Donations for the Ashbourne Field 
Fundraiser are processed and handled by 
The Baseball United Foundation - a 501c3 
charitable organization based in New York 
State. The Baseball United Foundation 
was created to raise funds for the 
continued development of  adult and 
amateur youth baseball in the United 
States and abroad.

The Baseball United Foundation was 
created by filmmaker John Fitzgerald, after 
making the documentary "The Emerald 
Diamond."
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ENJOY the awesome opportunity, 
IAS Teen Princess 2008 Meagan 
Oglethorpe!  Meagan is doing a 
Political Science study abroad class this 
January in Granada, Spain, and 

Morocco!  She and her classmates will be comparing the politics, 
culture, and economy of  Spain and Morocco.  Meagan has already 
posted some fantastic photos of  her travels on Facebook.  What 
an AMAZING learning experience!  So exciting!!!

Congratulations to IAS Teen Princess 2001 Ashley Fordice 
and her husband, fire fighter Tavis Valdez, who got married on 
January 2nd, 2013!

Happy January Birthdays to IAS Adult Princesses Danielle 
Donovan Dunn (2001) and Mary Paris Fien (1998) and to our 
IAS MAVA Princess (2000) Amanda Aasheim Knapp!  Happy 
January Wedding Anniversary as well to Danielle and her 
husband Sid!  How in the heck have eight years flown by so fast?!

Condolences to Amanda on her family’s loss of  her 
grandmother’s husband of  ten years.

On a happier note, congratulations to Arlene & Bud 
Morrissey, grandparents of  IAS Adult Princess 2007 Erin 

Morrissey, on their SEVENTIETH (70th) Wedding Anniversary 
on December 29th, 2012!  WOW!  That is so awesome! 

Wishing a full recovery to Tom, the uncle of  IAS Adult 
Princess 2003 Tamara Cervi, who had an emergency operation 
in late December.  Please keep him in your thoughts and prayers.  
Your positive energy is much appreciated.  

Get well soon to IAS Teen Princess 2012 Caitlyn Taylor.  
Caitlyn is home recuperating from a concussion caused by a bump 
to the noggin.  We hope she is back to 100% and can return to 
university SOON!

IAS Adult Princess 2004 Lynette Gilmour Crouch posted the 
following on the IAS Facebook page:  “The calendar is filling up 
with ‘Irish Month’ events….and my Jamberry Nails business just 
rolled out their wraps for the holiday(s) (St. Patrick’s Day, 
Valentine’s Day, and Easter)! LOVING the gold with one Lucky 
Clover…I’ll have to see about doing a IAS fundraiser.  I know a 
portion can be donated…this would be my first time doing, but 
I’ll post more when I know.“    
www.manipedibylynettie.jamberrynails.net

The Princess Diaries, 
continued . . . February 2013

IN THE SPOTLIGHT - AN UPDATE

by: Mary Ann Bromley

In the February, 2012  I.A.S. newsletter, I wrote an article about 
Hollie Amber George, a lovely young lady from 
Northern Ireland.  Perhaps some of  you remember 
Hollie coming to the IAS August meeting last summer.  
Maybe some of  you remember my article about this 
wonderful teenager receiving a special recognition 
award, the coveted “Pride of  Northern Ireland”!  

Let me give you a quick recap......Hollie had a very 
difficult childhood and was forced to grow up at age 8.  
Her mother had an addiction problem and Hollie had 
to take care of  her, the house, her 2 year old brother 
Brett and herself.  In time, Hollie and Brett were placed 
in foster homes.  Sadly their mother passed away in 
2006.

We met Hollie through “Project Children” and she 
stayed with Mike and me in the summers of  2006 and 
2007.  Last summer, thanks to a “Project Children 
Reunion”, Hollie stayed with us again!

Now, let me tell you the good news about this courageous 
young lady.  Hollie is a senior in high school and has been given 
offers to 4 Universities!  Her first choice, Portsmouth University 
in Southern England, also Birmingham University, Leeds 
Metropolitan and London Metropolitan.  Way to go Hollie !!!  She 

has applied for the same courses for all these schools, “Computer 
Forensics”, which can help with government services, such as 
police, crime forensics, Army, Navy, R.A.F., etc.

Hollie is also interested in joining the British Army.  She met 
with a recruiter January 7th and he invited her and her family to 
tour “Sandhurst” 2/19 – 2/20.  Hollie is very excited about this 

trip, since this is 
where Prince 
William and 
Prince Harry 
trained for the 
military.  
Right now, 
Hollie is 
concentrating 
on exams!  We 
know she will 
get good 
grades and her 
future looks 
very bright, 
whether she 

decides to go to 
University or Army.  For having such a difficult start in life and 
much sadness in her youth, Hollie has turned out to be a loving, 
caring, intelligent, thoughtful young lady.  She turns 18 on 
Valentine’s Day and we wish her a very happy birthday and happy 
future!  God bless and keep you in His care, Hollie.
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FRESH EIRE
Keeping up with Irish Events!

IAS members Lynnette & Edward Brash, 
Donna Looney, John McGlynn, and other are 
heading up from Tidewater for this festival again!  

Great music and fun all weekend long - don't 


