
Dear Fellow Irish American Society members, 
The Winter Solstice is past, and Christmas is 
coming as I type this.  I truly hope you and yours 
are having a wonderful holiday season.  To keep 
the festivities going, I want to remind you the IAS 
has a fun, free, and family-friendly New Year’s Eve 
event coming up!  The IAS has been invited by the 
founder, Susan Heely, to take part in The 15th 
Annual Olde Towne Scottish Walk on Monday, 
December 31, in downtown Portsmouth.
We will be marching in this short but festive parade 
behind the beautiful new IAS banner (featured in 
this issue of the newsletter) designed by talented 
new IAS member Jason Wilson.  Many thanks to 
Jason for designing this gorgeous banner for us, 
and Cead Mile Failte to Jason, his wife Caitlyn, his 
son Noah, and his daughter Aislin!
The Irish Honor Guard, our IAS Princesses, the 
HRHC, the ACR and Cumascaigh Schools of Irish 
Dance, and our IAS Paddy Pack have all been 
invited to join us in creating a festive Irish 
contingent for the event!  It will be good practice 
for the March parades!  Dress in a festive (and Irish, 
if at all possible!) fashion - there are always lots of 
photographers and film cameras at this event from 
the local TV news channels and newspapers!  Make 
sure to dress appropriately for the weather as it can 
get chilly outside, especially by the water for the 
grand finale.
• 3:30 PM Gathering -- Corner of Queen and 

Washington Streets
• 4:30 PM Step off -- Behind the St. Paul’s Catholic 

and Monumental United Methodist Churches
• After the walk, there is a brief ceremony 

honoring our colonial heritage, followed by 
pictures and possibly some impromptu music 
and dancing performances.

Following this, there will be a Hogmanay (Scottish 
New Year’s Eve) Open House at John McGlynn’s 
house, 364 Middle St. He is the fiddler in Glasgow 
Kiss as well as the longtime beau of IAS member 
Donna Looney. Bring a dish or beverage to share, 
bring your instruments and dancing shoes for the 
seisiun/ceili, and don't miss the fun - last year's 
Hogmanay party at John's resulted in Edward 
Brash writing "When Dunphy Fought the Billy 
Goat" based on something that really happened 
there!!! ;)
As 2012 draws to a close, I would like to thank you 
so much for placing your confidence in me and the 
rest of the IAS board at the elections in May.  I 
would also like to thank all the other current IAS 
officers who really are an amazing, dedicated, 
supportive, and FUN group of folks who all work 

countless unpaid hours for the good of the IAS:  Joe 
Brady (Sr. VP), JJ Johnson (Jr. VP), Mike Bromley 
(Treasurer), Mary Ann Bromley (Correspondence 
Secretary & Sunshine Chair), and Kerry Sinclair 
(Financial Secretary).  Rounding out the IAS board 
are our meticulous newsletter editor, Lori Shea; our 
Celtic calligraphy expert and membership chair, 
Betsy Kennedy; our librarian and parade float 
chair, Jack Kennedy; and our dedicated 
photographer and webmaster, Mike Lawler.  We 
all have worked hard for the good of the entire IAS 
and for the promotion of our shared Irish heritage 
and culture, and I believe we’ve had a fun and 
productive year! 
Some highlights from 2012 include:
• Our continued friendships with the Church of 

the Ascension (our very gracious “landlords”), 
the Hampton Roads Hurling Club, the Scottish 
Society of Tidewater, and An Cor Rud as well as 
new friendships with the Cumascaigh School of 
Irish Dance

• A fantastic turn out for the annual St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade in Ocean View, including our brand 
new beautiful Irish Cottage float, built by Jack 
Kennedy and his team of volunteers!  ACR and 
the HRHC marched with us.  We also had 
beautiful green claddagh coats on many of the 
dogs in our IAS Paddy Pack, thanks to Erin 
Morrissey’s planning!

• The successful IAS Failte table for recruiting in 
the lobby prior to the Chieftains concert at the 
Sandler Center in March - thanks to Lynette 
Crouch for arranging the group rate Chieftains 
tickets for the IAS and for suggesting we recruit 
there 

• Yet another fantastic, fun, and financially 
successful Finnegan’s Wake, thanks to great 
organization by our own Mike Bromley!

• Elections in May with no hiccups due to the 
diligent planning of our illustrious Election 
Chair, Jim Hagerty. 

• Another fantastic turn out for the July meeting, 
which included the Virginia premier of Beautiful 
People, a documentary about the longest-
running Irish traditional music seisiun in New 
York City, followed by live music from our local 
trad musicians as well as ceili dancing and Irish 
step dancing from our members

• An IAS Failte table and Irish culture presentation 
in September led by Clan McKewl and our two 
awesome Veeps, Joe Brady and John JJ Johnson, 
at the 1st annual VB Human Rights Commission 
Multicultural Festival

• A very fun and well-attended joint Celtic 
Cousins Cook Out with the Scottish Society of 
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look for us on Facebook!

Tidewater in September, where we won the first 
annual potato (Irish) vs. oatmeal (Scottish) 
Cornhole Challenge!

• A fun IAS Failte table (which we shared with 
the HRHC) at the Central Virginia Celtic 
Festival & Highland Games in Richmond in 
October

• The launch of our excellent new website 
(www.IRLUSA.org) thanks to the wizardry of 
our IAS Webmaster Michael Lawler!

• In addition, Eileen and George Collins really 
deserve a standing ovation from the entire 
society for the festive and beautiful tables they 
cheerfully set at our meetings each month for 
the refreshments.  We are so lucky to have such 
wonderful volunteers as the Collins in our 
group!  They really enhance the warm 
fellowship at the IAS meetings with their 
efforts.

• A huge turn out for our annual Christmas Ceili 
and potluck – close to 200 people attended!

And let’s not forget another full year of truly 
stellar Irish content programs at our monthly 
meetings.  Many thanks to our awesome 
presenters for 2012!
• Jan – Irish Wolf Hounds – Rebecca (and her 

IWH Einstein!) Conti
• Feb – Irish American Cinema – Kerry Sinclair
• Mar – Home Beer Brewing – Brad Dunphy
• April – Presenting the Cumascaigh School – 

Meghan Comaskey

• June – Researching Irish Ancestors, part 1 – 
Trish Little Taylor

• Aug – Irish Cousins, Irish Censuses, & Irish 
Citizenship – Eileen Walker

• Sept – Irish Pirate Queen Granuaille – Bookie 
Boland

• Oct – Researching Irish Ancestors, part 2 – Trish 
Little Taylor

• Nov – IRISH Whiskey – Skip Hunter
Please let us know if you are interested in giving a 
presentation, have an Irish program topic 
suggestion, or have a contact who might give a 
presentation for us!  Please invite friends along to 
the meetings and the various events; the more the 
merrier!

DON’T FORGET:  OUR NEXT MEETING IS ON 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 3RD!  My husband and I 
will be doing a brief presentation (me) and a brief 
concert (Edward) on Robert Burns’s biographical 
and lyrical connections to Ireland and America in 
honor of the poet’s January 25th birthday.
And so, as we close the chapter on 2012, I wish all 
of us health and happiness in the New Year.  
Please don’t forget to pay your 2013 IAS 
membership dues!!!

Beannachtaí an tSéasúir (Season’s Greetings!)
Slán go fóill!  (‘Bye for now!)

•

        Lynnette Fitch Brash  m

Not everyone has the time or energy to 
volunteer to help the society, and that’s 
ok.  But one way everyone should 
contribute to the health and well being of 
the organization is by paying the annual 
membership dues.  In 2012, we did not 
meet our projected numbers for dues, 
which is why we had to spend the entire 
year hustling fundraisers to try and 
compensate for this funding shortage.

As per the IAS by-laws, the annual dues 
are due each January, and they cover that 
calendar year, ending December 31st, no 
matter when during the year you join.  
The dues are important, because they 
fund the activities and support the 
charities that we as an organization have 
decided to do and support.  Membership 
dues help pay for our liability insurance, 
newsletter expenses, the Tom Porter 
Memorial Scholarship to promote and 
preserve Irish culture, donations to Project 
Children and the American Cancer 
Society, our St. Patrick’s Day parade floats 
and festival banners, etc. 

A gentle reminder 
about the benefits of 
membership in the IAS:  

Continued from page 1

Cecilia Davitt 
Thomas was not 
here to welcome 
the Irish Tenors 
to town for their 
concert at CNU's 
Ferguson Center 
on December 
10th as she was 
off on a cruise, 
but hopefully 
there were other 
IAS members 
there to pick up 
the slack.  As you 
can see from this 
autographed 
photograph, our 
Cecilia is on a first name basis with the Tenors, 
especially her favorite Anthony Kearns, and their 
manager, who refers to her as "Saint Cecilia"!  Hope 
the cruise was fabulous and worth missing a local 
appearance by your favorite singers, Ceil!



THE IRISH CONNECTION Page -3

IAS 
ANN

UAL

CHRIS
TMAS C

EILI

Decem
ber 

6, 2012



Page -4  January  2013

Irish American Society 
ofTidewater

Grand Irish Breakfast

Sunday January 20th 2013 at 
10:00 a.m.

at

Scrambled Eggs
Breakfast Potatoes with Sauteed Onions

Rashers
Bangers

Black & White Breakfast Pudding
Biscuits

Grilled Tomatoes
Baked Beans

Fresh Fruit Display

Extras (i.e. Butter, Jelly, Shredded Cheese)
Coffee, Tea, Soda, 1 Mimosa, or 1 glass 

of Champagne Included

The price will be $13.00 per person.  Tax and 

gratuity are not included.

Murphy's Grand Irish Pub

IAS ANNUALCHRISTMAS CEILIDecember 6, 2012
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Lots of positive energy and big hugs to 
TIAS Adult Princess 2007 Erin 

Morrissey and her beagle Teddy.  Erin and Teddy have spent 
many hours together at CHKD bringing comfort and joy to 
children afflicted with cancer.  Teddy is a member of the CHKD 
"Buddy Brigade" of certified therapy dogs.  In a very cruel twist 
of fate, poor Teddy’s own cancer seems to have returned.  A 
mass is growing on his leg, and to remove it would potentially 
damage his mobility, so the vet actually advised against it.  
Teddy is currently home, happy, and playing.  Erin is doing her 
best to keep his quality of life at this level as long as possible.  
Teddy has overcome health obstacles -- including three 
surgeries -- before, and we all certainly hope he will again this 
time. 

CU CORNER!

(Note: Cu is Gaelic for dog!)

Congratulations to IAS Adult Princess 
2002 Lisa Hunt Burgess who just found 
out officially this month that she has 
earned her TMRF (Ceili Teacher 
certification) designation from An 
Coimisiún le Rincí Gaelacha, the official 
world-wide governing body of 
traditional Irish step dancing!  To earn 
certification, applicants must score well 

on two very rigorous test components.  One of these is a written 
examination that requires extremely detailed knowledge of all 
thirty of the ceili dances found in the official handbook. The 
other is a teaching examination, where the candidate must teach 
a group of dancers whatever ceili dances the examiners dictate 
at the exam.  Candidates are evaluated on their ability to 
correctly set up the dancers, provide clear instruction, keep 
good tempo and rhythm, “lilt” the music orally for the dancers, 
and actually teach the movements.  Once you have a TMRF 
designation, your students are allowed to complete in figures 
competitions at feisanna and oireachtai sanctioned by An 
Coimisiún!  This is a huge accomplishment, and we are VERY 
proud of Lisa!

Congratulations to IAS Teen Princess 2001 Ashley Fordice, 
who had her bridal shower this month!  Hard to believe she is 
grown, graduated from ODU, working as a dental hygienist, 
already a homeowner, and getting married in 2013!  Time 
certainly does fly!

Happy December Birthdays to IAS Adult Princesses Lynnette 
Fitch Brash (2000) and Maureen Cahill (2009) and to IAS Teen 
Princesses Maura Flatley (2004) and Maggie Wilcox (2008)!  

Happy December Wedding Anniversary to TIAS Adult 
Princesses Kate Collins O’Neill (2010) and her husband Tim as 
well as to Lynnette Fitch Brash (2000) and her husband Edward 
– and to all the other IAS couples with December anniversaries!  
The Bromleys, the Bradys, and the Kennedys were all married 
in Decembers past!

Bon Voyage to IAS Teen Princess 2012 Elizabeth Watson who 
is off for a three week visit to Ireland!  Now THAT is a proper 
way to spend the holidays!  Enjoy yourself!

Felicitations to IAS Adult Princess 2001 Danielle Donovan 
Dunn and the entire Donovan clan on the safe arrival home just 
in time for Christmas of Danielle’s big brother Col. Frank 
Donovan, commanding officer of the 24th Marine Expeditionary 
Unit!  Glad tidings, indeed! 

Congratulations to all of our IAS Princesses who competed in 
late November/early December  at the Southern Region 
Oireachtas in New Orleans, Louisianna!  Special 
congratulations to IAS Teen Princesses Sara Rhodes (2005) and 
Maggie Wilcox (2008), 
who both qualified for 
the 2013 World 
Championships of 
Irish Dancing taking 
place this coming 
spring in Boston!  Sara 
studies, teaches, and 
choreographs for the 
An Cor Rud School of 
Irish Dance while 
studying full time at 
CNU and dancing at 
Busch Gardens, 
Ireland.  Maggie is 
studying full time at 
Virginia Tech and 
commutes to the 
Broesler School of 
Irish Dance in 
Baltimore, MD, to 
study; she was also a 
camp counselor/Irish 
dance student this 
summer at Camp Rince Ceol.

The Princess Diaries,  continued . . .January 2013
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Hurling, the greatest field sport in the world, 
known far and wide as the “fastest game on 
grass” is developing solid roots in Hampton 
Roads.  2012 was a very successful year for 
the Hampton Roads Hurling Club.  We 
started the year with twice weekly practices 
during the cold, wet Virginia winter 
with about 6 players.  As the year 
comes to an end we count 12 
players regularly attending 
practice.  What follows is a list of 
the major accomplishments of the 
HRHC during 2012:

-Marched with the IAS during 
the Oceanview St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade.

-A club crest and jerseys were 
designed and club jerseys 
purchased.

-Jerseys were also donated to the 
HRHC by St. Monica’s Club in 
Dublin.  Our very own Pat 
O’Carroll is a former member of St. 
Monica’s.

-Bylaws were written and the club 
was officially chartered.  The HRHC board members were 
elected at a special event held at the Red Shoe Tavern while 
watching the 2012 All-Ireland Finals.

-The 2012-2013 Board is: President – Ryan Norman, Vice 
President – Skip Hunter, Secretary – Rebecca Norman, 
Treasurer – Marcy Hunter, Public Relations Officer – Jason 
Wilson, Members-at-large – Brendan Sweeney and Pat 
O’Carroll.

-A great HRHC banner and t-shirts were designed by Jason 
Wilson.

-A set of PVC, portable hurling goals and uprights were 
designed and built by HRHC members Edward Brash, Skip 
Hunter, Jason Wilson and others.

-A friendly exhibition match with members of the DC Gaels 
Hurling Team was held at the Richmond Highland Games.  
Interest was sparked with Richmond natives and there are 
whispers of a possible Richmond Hurling Club in the works. 
We were also invited back to the games in 2013.

-The HRHC shared a tent and tables with the IAS at the 
Richmond Highland Games and included a demonstration area 
to introduce people to hurling.  We taught the basics of the sport 
to around 100 eager Americans!

-We opened an online store for HRHC shirts, jackets, and 
other assorted gear at http://www.hurlingswag.com/
HamptonRoads . The proceeds of the sales go to support the 
HRHC!

-Seven members of the HRHC traveled to the mountains of 
North Carolina for a special hurling camp held by the 
Greenville Gaels.  The camp included multiple scrimmages, 
with a focus on learning new techniques and tactics.  In 
addition, three HRHC members (Ryan Norman, Skip Hunter, 

and Jason Wilson) are now GAA-sanctioned foundation level 
coaches after attending a coaching clinic at the camp.  A 

refereeing clinic was also offered during the camp.
-HRHC President Ryan Norman is in talks with other clubs in 

the southeast US.  A conference call with 6 other clubs was held 
in early December and preliminary dates were chosen for 2013 
regional tournaments leading up to the North American 
Championships in August.

-HRHC Public Relations officer Jason Wilson attended the 
Azalea Cup in Augusta, Georgia in December.  Jason played as 
a guest player for Augusta and extended the HRHC presence to 
the southeast clubs in attendance.

Hurling in the US is going strong – growing every year.  With 
2013 on the horizon, the Gaelic Athletic Association (GAA – the 
governing body for Gaelic sports) has expressed interest in 
holding quarterfinals or semifinals in the US.  There have also 
been discussions of bringing hurling to the US television market 
to help grow the sport on this side of the pond.  

We will be wrapping up 2012 and welcoming 2013 with a 
special HRHC Family Holiday Party.  In 2013, the HRHC has 
grand plans.  We hope to continue growing our numbers with 
the hope of holding interclub games weekly.  In addition, we 
plan on attending multiple tournaments in the region during 
the coming year.  We also look forward to landing a few 
sponsors to help us increase our club equipment reserves and 
secure a consistent field at which to hold games.

The IAS has been an invaluable supporter and partner to the 
HRHC.  We would like to invite all the members of the IAS to 
attend an HRHC practice and let us introduce you to the 
greatest field sport in the world.  Hurling embodies the field 
skills of soccer, the hand-eye coordination of baseball and 
hockey, coupled with the tradition of over 3,000 years of 
sporting history.  We have all the gear to get you started, so help 

us grow our sport and support our 
common interest in Irish culture and 

sport.  We welcome all players, all 
ages, and all fitness levels.

submitted by-Ryan Norman, 
HRHC President

HURLEY HAPPENINGS

http://www.hurlingswag.com/HamptonRoads
http://www.hurlingswag.com/HamptonRoads
http://www.hurlingswag.com/HamptonRoads
http://www.hurlingswag.com/HamptonRoads

