
Dear Fellow Irish American Society members, 

The July meeting was great craic if I do say so 
myself!  We were honored to host the Virginia 
premier of the documentary Beautiful People 
about the longest running Irish trad music seisiun 
in NYC, and we followed the screening with a live 
trad seisiun and ceili of our own.  Attendance was 
phenomenal, and a grand time was had by all.  See 
inside this edition of our newsletter for pictures 
from this fun evening as well as information about 
how to order your own copy of Beautiful People.  
Edward and I have already watched ours multiple 
times, and he is borrowing the arrangement of one 
of the tunes from the soundtrack for future gigs!

A question came up at the July meeting 
regarding the breakfast gift certificates we award 
each meeting.  You purchase nothing to have a 
chance to win.  To clarify, you must give our 
Financial Secretary Kerry Sinclair a picture of 
yourself for the picture board to be eligible for the 
drawings AND you must be present at the meeting 
if you are drawn to win these gift certificates.  The 
IAS purchases these gift certificates, and they 
obviously are meant to be an incentive for 
members to attend the monthly meetings.  If you 
are drawn at a meeting but are not present, then 
you go back in the pool for future drawings, and 
we keep drawing until we get someone who is 
present.

Speaking of attending meetings, you won’t want 
to miss our Thursday, August 2nd IAS meeting, 
because we have yet another great program lined 
up!  I am super excited to announce that IAS 
member Eileen Walker will be doing a 
presentation for us titled "3 Irish C's: Irish 
Cousins, Irish Censuses, & Irish Citizenship"! 
Eileen is second generation Irish American on both 
sides, and one of her first cousins was on the 1981 
Hunger Strike in the H-Blocks with Bobby Sands. 
This will be a FASCINATING program full of 
family history intertwined with Irish history.  
Please note that we return to our regular meeting 
time for August; doors will open at 6:30 pm, and 
the meeting will start at 7 pm.

And as a warm up for our September meeting 
program on real life Pirate Queen Granuaille (aka 
Grace O’Malley), we will be doing a family-
friendly IAS & Friends Pirate Cruise on Sunday 
August 19th!  The ship leaves at 4:45 pm from Inlet 
Station Marina, 308 Mediterranean Ave., Virginia 
Beach, VA 23451.  They suggest we arrive 45 

minutes before departure.  There is parking and 
free round-trip shuttle service to the ship from their 
oceanfront lot located next to the Schooner Inn at 
2nd St. and Atlantic Ave.  We will be traveling on 
the Lost Pearl of Capt. Jack’s Pirate Ship 
Adventures.  They do a variety of fun activities 
(water cannon battles, pirate songs, jigs, limbo 
contest, pirate lingo lessons, etc.) during the cruise 
to keep the young and young-at-heart engaged, 
and there are snacks available for purchase as well 
as a full cash bar for the adults.  The Bromleys 
have taken their grandsons on this cruise before, 
and assure me it is tons of fun for all ages!  Mary 
Ann also pointed out that the cruise company 
offers reduced rate Senior, Active Duty Military, & 
Child (ages 3-15; children under 2 are free) prices!  
MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS ASAP SO YOU 
DON”T MISS OUT ON THE FUN!!!  Call the tour 
company at 757-305-9700 for more information, but 
remember that you get a $2 discount if you book 
online at :www.virginiabeachpirateship.com/
reservations.php .  And if you really want to get 
into the spirit, dress up in pirate gear for the cruise!  
“Worst Pirate in the World” Contest, perhaps?!

Also, the IAS has been invited to join our friends 
in the Scottish Society of Tidewater for a Celtic 
Cousins Cook Out on Saturday, September 8th, 
from 1 – 4 pm, in the picnic area in front of the 
Church of the Ascension!  The IAS & SST will be 
providing burgers, dogs, buns, fixings, and soda.  
IAS & SST members who attend are each asked to 
bring an appetizer, side dish, or dessert to share.  
The SST President, Skip Hunter, assures me they 
are getting an ABC license, so all beverages other 
than soda are BYOC (bring your own cooler)!  
Musicians are encouraged to bring their 
instruments, and if we have enough dancers there 
maybe we can get some ceili dancing going as well.  
It certainly has happened in the past, so I wouldn’t 
be surprised if it happened again!   

In closing, I would like to thank Mary Ann 
Bromley for agreeing to officially report on 
Sunshine Committee news from now on at our 
monthly membership meetings.  If you have any 
news, good or bad, that you would like the rest of 
the society to know, please inform Mary Ann.  In 
addition to announcing it, she will include it in the 
minutes for the next IAS newsletter, so that people 
who missed the meeting will still be informed.

Slán go fóill!  (‘Bye for now!)

        Lynnette    m
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• Meeting called to order by Lynnette Brash 
6:40pm (early meeting tonight due to movie)

• Lynette gave recognition to Jack Kennedy for 
fantastic job on Irish cottage........Jim Hagerty 
for being a terrific Election Chairman...... 
Meghan Comaskey, wonderful dance teacher 
and Trish Little-Taylor for outstanding “Irish 
Ancestry”program at June meeting.

• Mike Bromley has “International 
Ancestry.com” set up for IAS members.  
$10.00 charge for 7 days a week/24 
hours....password will be changed every 
month.

• August program will feature Eileen Walker 
giving a speech about her first cousin, who 
was imprisoned in Northern Ireland during 
the hunger strike.

• September program....guest speaking on 
“Maritime Research” and real life Irish pirate, 
Grace O’Malley.

• Mike Bromley gave Treasurer’s report: 
Savings: $245.12
Checking: $1,575.30

• Joe Brady not at meeting....recouping from 
neck surgery.

• Alex Ilich is in the hospital...please keep him 
& Maura in your prayers.

• Condolences to Cecilia Davitt-Thomas on loss 
of her husband.

• Coming soon: Pirate Cruise and Irish 
breakfast....more info. on these at August 
meeting.

• Members enjoyed popcorn & refreshments 
while watching movie “Beautiful 
People”....DVD’s & posters for sale......post 
cards free

• Ascension’s hall transformed into a PUB 
tonight!

• Raffle tonight....proceeds go to Jack Kennedy’s 
Irish cottage fund.

• Thanks to all who brought desserts.....they are 
greatly appreciated!

                       Submitted by: Mary Ann Bromley
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Beautiful People - DVD

The producer sent us 20 copies of the Beautiful People 
DVD to sell for $25 each; $5 of each sale is being donated 
to our IAS parade float fund! 

We sold some at the last meeting, and we will have 
the rest at the August meeting. We also have a couple 
more Beautiful People posters for sale. It's never too 
soon to start your Christmas shopping - get your copies 
before they sell out! 

Each DVD contains not only the feature 
documentary but also a separate CD of the soundtrack, 
which was recorded live at Dempsey's! A fabulous 
movie about Irish music AND a cd of outstanding 
Irish music all for one low price. Those of you who 
were at the last meeting know how fantastic the music 
in this movie is. 

Check out these great trad tunes!
1. The Mountain Road/Cooley's Reel/The 

Sally Gardens
2. The Lakes of Ponchartrain
3. Father Kelly's Reel/The Silver Spear
4. Leaving of Liverpool
5. The Rambling Pitchfork/Out on the Ocean/Tobin's Favorite
6. The Banshee Reel/The Star of Munster/The Dawn/The Earl's Chair
7. Whiskey in the Jar
8. The Spanish Lady/Ryan's Polka/The 42 Pound Float
9. O'Keefe's Slide/The Dingle Regatta (The Hair Fell off Me Coconut)
10. Hard Times (by Stephen Foster)
11. Speed the Plough/The Temperance Reel/The Wise Maid



 
 

THE IRISH CONNECTION Page -3

Family Tree 
Tales

ANCESTRY RESEARCH

As announced at our last meeting, Mike Bromley has 
purchased a Worldwide Account with Ancestry.com for 
the use of IAS members doing genealogy research.  This 
account has access to all the records from Ireland and the 
UK that Ancestry has accumulated. 

 During and after our monthly IAS business meeting, IAS 
members may sign up with Mike for one month's access 
to the IAS Ancestry.com account; you will be able to get in 
from that meeting until the next month's meeting at the cost of 
$10/month.  This is a great deal for our members, because 
an individual account costs $300 for one year.  You are 
welcome to sign up as many times as you like; Mike will 
change the password after each monthly meeting.  See 
Mike with any questions! 

Congratulations to IAS Teen 
Princess 2012 Elizabeth Watson 
who just graduated from high 
school in June!  Elizabeth attended 
Princess Anne High School in 
Virginia Beach.  She is doing a bit of 
road tripping this summer, and then 
she will start at Tidewater 
Community College in the fall.  
After knocking out her prerequisite 
classes there, she hopes to transfer 

to either George Mason University or Longwood University to 
finish her undergraduate degree.  Ever the free spirit, our 
Elizabeth says, “At the moment, I’m jumping between 
[majoring in] criminology or teaching, but I’m leaning more 
towards teaching English.”  Best of luck to you always, Princess, 
no matter what you end up doing.

Please keep the family of IAS Adult Princess 2002 Lisa Hunt 
Burgess, especially her 9-month-old niece Maggie Winans, 
youngest daughter of Lisa’s sister Margo Hunt Winans, in your 
thoughts and prayers.  Wee Maggie was admitted to CHKD at 
the end of last month with a rare illness, Steven Johnson 
Syndrome.  Lisa told me that, “…there isn’t a whole lot they can 
do for her except pain management.  It is an allergic reaction 
that is viral in nature, and it has to run its course.  We are 
hopeful that she was diagnosed early and the initial rash (that 
can determine the severity of each case) was not as bad as some 
that they have seen…Her eyes have been swollen shut, and they 
are keeping close watch on that as this disease can actually lead 
to blindness in severe cases.  Her mouth skin is sloughing off, 
and the rash on her bottom is starting to peel.  This is an ugly 
disease, and they don’t know what the initial source of a micro-

plasma/bacteria that caused her allergic reaction.  We are just 
praying she has a milder case and can recover completely with 
no lasting effects.  It will be a LONG recovery though, weeks 
and months.”  We are so sorry this sweet innocent beautiful 
baby girl is in pain, and we wish her a full recovery as quickly 
as possible.

Congratulations to IAS Adult Princess 2007 Erin Morrissey 
on the birth of her first niece, Estelle Carrin!  Erin is now 
officially an auntie!  Estelle was born in Florida at 2:20 pm on 20 
July 2012.  She weighed in at 6 lbs, 10 oz, and 19 inches long.  
Erin’s sister Kathryn is the mother, and both she and the baby 
are doing well, as is daddy Dan!

Happy Birthday to our July-born Princesses!  Our IAS Little 
Miss Princess 2010 Moira O’Neill turned 4, and IAS Teen 
Princess Meagan Oglethorpe turned 21!

IAS Adult Princess 2008 Katie Morse has a new address! 
6 E Nelson Ave
Apt 210
Alexandria, VA 22301

You can also still reach her at katymegh@gmail.com .
Please keep IAS Adult Princess 2004 Lynette Gilmour Crouch 

in your prayers as she is again experiencing health issues.  
According to Lynette last month, “…the infection in my 
abdomen that I dealt with last yr is back and twice the size. I'm 
meeting with the surgeon Monday so fingers crossed we can get 
this mess cleared up quickly. Last time it was 10 days in hospital 
and they never did find out the origin.” Lynette will have 
follow up surgery in August.

Congratulations to the husband of our IAS Multicultural 
Alliance of Virginia Pageant Irish Princess 2000 Amanda 
Aasheim Knapp; hubby Steven earned “Sailor of the Quarter” 
on his ship this summer!

The Princess Diaries,  continued . . .August  2012

Irish American 
Society ofTidewater

Grand Irish Breakfast

Sunday August 12th
at

Murphy's Grand Irish Pub

corner of 30th & Pacific Avenues, Virginia 
Beach

Breakfast will be served from

10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
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IAS Financial Secretary Kerry Sinclair sells raffle tickets for 
the Guinness Ornament and Guinness Coaster Set actually 

purchased AT the Guinness Factory in Dublin, Ireland!

IAS MEETING 5 JULY 2012 - 
IRISH TRAD MUSIC FILM 

SCREENING, SEISIUN, & CEILI

If you missed the July IAS meeting/Beautiful 
People trad music documentary screening/
seisiun/ceili, well, you REALLY missed a fun 

night!  For our "one night only pub", we set up 
10 big tables with 6 chairs a piece, plus 4 pub tables with 2 chairs a piece, plus the sales table 
with 3 chairs, plus 7 chairs for the musicians, and it was STILL standing room only!  We had a 

fantastic turn out with a nice blend of longtime IAS members and brand new faces, and it 
seemed like everyone was having a blast. It was wonderful 

to have the opportunity to do some ceili and Irish step 
dancing to awesome live trad music - SO MUCH FUN!!!  
We had 14 dancers on the floor for the ceili dancing, and 

we also had some dancers from the Cumascaigh School 
of Irish Dance on hand to do some traditional Irish step 

dancing.  We are incredibly thankful to our local trad 
musicians -- Connie Smith, Janet McCauley, Charles 

Murla, George Bullard, Garrett McAuliffe, John 
McGlynn, and Edward Brash -- for coming out and playing 

for us, especially on what was for most of them a work 
night.  Extra Special Thanks to Edward Brash, who set up 

all the AV equipment and the sound system and ran 
everything all night for us.  Without his help, neither the 

movie nor the seisiun would have been possible.

Meghan Comaskey, TCRG & Director 
of the Comascaigh School of Irish 

Dance, brought her parents, who were 
in town visiting! Dancers of all ages 

from Meghan's school did ceili and step 
dancing to the live music.

IAS Junior VP John "JJ" Johnson contributed 
this awesome Flogging Molly flag to the pub decor! 
He got members of the band to autograph it to the 

IAS at their most recent show at the Norva!
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"Great time last night!!!! We should do it more 
often!!! Haymaker Moshing was a new twist!! 
hahah We all had a blast and loved the 
movie!!" -- Aimee Crabtree Musicant Corbitt

"Thanks for the invite, had a great 
time!" -- Fiddler Janet McCauley

"[The July] IAS meeting was more like a party... Popcorn, 
snacks, beer, decorations, movie, musicians, and big crowd. 
The highlight for me was the movie. Someday I will go to 
Dempsey's on a Tuesday, no question about it." -- Jim Hagerty

"Good times had by all at the IAS last evening! Kudos to Lynnette 
Fitch Brash, IAS President, and her committee for putting on such 
a great event. Also, big congrats to all the Cumascaigh School 
dancers who showed up to rock the house with some ceili 
dancing!! Great job!"  -- Meghan Comaskey, TCRG 

"...I know everyone had a 
great time. Also, I think the 
new people who were there 
got to see our group's fun 
and hospitality." -- John "JJ" 
Johnson
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The Hampton Roads Hurling Club (HRHC) has been 
tremendously active over the last few months; we are 
now have three training sessions each week!  In addition 
to the usual Sunday morning practice at Thomas Eaton 
Middle School in 
Hampton, we also have 
a Thursday evening 
session there as well, 
beginning at 7:00pm, as 
well as a Tuesday 
evening practice at 
Larkspur Middle School 
in Virginia Beach, 
starting at 6:30pm.

The club has been 
working hard on 
recruiting new 
members, and has been 
strongly supported by 
the IAS in these efforts, 
as well.  As of this 
moment, we have at 
least a dozen active 
members that make it to 
practice regularly.  
While we still have a 
ways to go, it is important to keep in mind that only a 
year ago, we had less than a handful of team members, 
and it was not uncommon to have only two or three 
people show up to train on the weekends.

The really great part of having more members now is 
that we have the opportunity to have regular 
scrimmages, which is simply a ton of fun!  We encourage 
any and all members of the IAS to come to a practice to 
join in if you like, or just cheer us on!

Recently, HRHC team member and IAS member Pat 
O’Carroll returned from a trip to Ireland with a grand 
surprise for the rest of the team; he managed to convince 
his former hurling club in Dublin – St. Monica’s – to 
donate a set of team jerseys for our use!  You can see us in 
the new jerseys in the picture below.   They really are very 

comfortable, being made of a modern breathable fabric, 
and are perfect in this respect for the Virginia heat.   The 
sponsor of the Dublin club - the Fairview Inn – is located 
on the north side of the Liffey, a bit to the west of 
Clontarf, and indeed St. Monica’s draws its players 
predominantly from this area of the city as well.  The coat 
of arms of the club, which is imprinted in the jerseys, 
shows a likeness of St. Monica, a Gaelic football, and a 
hurl and sliotar.  Below these images, a banner displays 
the team name  – Naomh Moncha – which means 'St. 
Monica' in Irish.  Above the coat of arms is printed 
‘Cumann Luthchleas Gael’, which in Irish means 'Gaelic 
Athletic Association.'
The team is very grateful to Pat, and to the St. Monica’s 
GAA club of course, for making us all look so good!

The team members in the photo are:  

Front Row (L to R):  Brendan Sweeney, Josiah “Skip” 
Hunter, Gage Hunter, Bob Akamine.

Back Row (L to R):  Chris Daley, Ryan Norman, Edward 
Brash, Jason Wilson, Pat O’Carroll.

Photo by Jaime Anderson

submitted by Edward Brash

HURLEY HAPPENINGS
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The IAS Paddy Pack welcomes its two newest 
members, Irish wolfhound puppies Frizzle Conti 
and Carragh Burns!  Littermates Frizzle and 
Carragh are IW rescues from NY.  IAS member 
Heather Hanchett Burns drove up and brought 
them back down.  The pretty puppies are going on 
four-months-old now.   

Carragh was 
adopted by 
Heather and 
her family; 
in one of the 
pictures you 
can see 
Carragh and 
her big 
brother 
Cavan 
Burns on a 
walk in the 
woods.  

Frizzle was adopted by Rebecca Conti and her 
family; in the other picture, you can see Frizzle 
being checked out by her big brother Einstein as he 
reclines on the couch.  

All four of 
these Irish 
wolfhounds 
are VERY 
lucky and 
VERY 
loved dogs!

(Note: Cu is Gaelic for dog!)

CU CORNER!

IRISH DANCING UPDATE

The 2012 North American 
Championships in Irish dance 
were recently held July 3-7 in 

Chicago, Illinois. Local Virginia Beach dance school An Cor 
Rud had some good results from their eight attendees:

Madison Wasko placed 16th in Girls Under 13
Emily Murphy placed 13th in Girls Under 15
Stephanie Wasko placed 4th in Girls under 18
Laura Payne placed 22nd in Ladies 20 and Over
 
Congratulations girls! Congratulations also to the other 
ACR dancers, Hannah Frazier, Siobhan Perks, Katie Knapp 
and Maura Flatley for their great dancing. 

This Championship is very competitive, attracting top US 
dancers as well as some traveling from Ireland, England 
and Australia trying to capture a Nationals title.
 
Our own IAS members, Caitlin Taylor and Sara Rhodes, 
both qualified but unfortunately could not attend this year. 
Caitlin developed a foot injury a week prior to the 
competitions and Sara is busy as a full time dancer with 
Busch Gardens this summer.

Submitted by Lisa Hunt Burgess

(Note: Maura Flatley (2004), Sara Rhodes (2005), and 
Caitlyn Taylor (2011) are all IAS Teen Princesses, and Lisa 
Hunt Burgess is IAS Adult Princess (2002)
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HOLLIE GEORGE, from Northern Ireland, is visiting 
Mike and Mary Ann Bromley. It's a Project Children 

Reunion! Hollie was first here in 2006 when she was 11 
(see photo left) and is back to visit after five years at 17. She 
will be at the August Meeting with Mike and Mary Ann. 

Welcome Back, Hollie!

One of IAS Adult Princess 2002 Lisa Hunt Burgess’s good 
friends is one of three main organizers putting together a really 
AWESOME international project right now that many of you 
would probably find of interest.  She’s too modest to toot her 
own or anyone else’s horn, so I am going to tell you all about it!

All I really knew before about her buddy Mel was that he was 
a talented bodhrán player.   As it turns out, his full name is Dr. 
Mel Mercier, and he is a respected performer, composer, 
academic, and teacher.   He is Head of the School of Music and 
Theatre at University College Cork, Ireland, in fact!

The project itself is called PEACE CAMP:  A Coastal 
Installation Celebrating Love, Poetry, and Landscape. The 
project is a UK initiative, so it includes Northern Ireland, Wales, 
Scotland, and England.  From what I can gather from the 
website, director Deborah Warner was charged with creating a 
coastal installation to form a belt around the UK.  Actress Fiona 
Shaw pulled together readings of love poetry.  Mel Mercier 
created the “soundscape” of the spoken poetry combined with 
other sounds to be played at the installations.  

According to the Peace Camp website, “Eight murmuring, 
glowing encampments will appear simultaneously at some of 
our most beautiful and remote coastal locations, from County 
Antrim to the tip of Cornwall, from the Isle of Lewis to the 
Sussex cliffs. Designed to be visited between dusk and dawn, 

Peace Camp is a poignant exploration of love poetry and a 
celebration of the extraordinary variety and beauty of our 
coastline.”

Unfortunately, the window of opportunity for seeing the eight 
Peace Camp installments in person will be over by the time this 
newsletter comes out, but the project itself has many incredible 
online components well worth a virtual visit.  The online 
component, in fact, is intended to be an important part of the 
entire project.  As per the website, “Alongside the live 
installations, the project will also paint an audible portrait of the 
nation with the creation of a virtual Peace Camp online. The 
people of the UK are invited to nominate and record their 
favourite love poems and submit their own messages, creating 
an online anthology that celebrates our languages, dialects and 
accents as well as our rich poetic tradition.“

One of the neat things about the website is the online 
anthology of poems they have assembled there.  I am proud to 
report that Ireland’s poets are well represented.  Irish Nobel 
Laureates Seamus Heaney and William Butler Yeats are 
featured, and some other Irish poets made it as well.  I was also 
pleased to see some Gaelic poems there.  And of course I was 
delighted to see how they got so many secondary schools 
involved in this project!

Here is the website.  Go visit it soon; for a limited time you 
will be able to download Mel Mercier’s soundscape.  You can 
say a friend of a friend recorded it!  You can also see some neat 
films and slide shows of the various encampments in their 
absolutely stunning coastal locations.

http://www.peacecamp2012.com/

submitted by Lynnette Fitch Brash

FRESH EIRE
Keeping up with

Irish Events!


