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The Irish Connection

The Irish American 
Society of

Tidewater, Virginia, 
was established in 
1980 to promote
and preserve Irish 

culture, and all things 
distinctly Irish.

Membership is open
to persons of Irish

birth or ancestry, as
well as those

persons who have
an interest in Irish 
history and culture.

Meetings are held
the first Thursday

of every month at the
Church of the 

Ascension  
Community Center

4853 Princess
Anne Rd 

Virginia Beach, VA.
Doors open at

6:30 p.m.,
the meeting usually 
gets underway at

7:00 p.m.,
ending at 9:00 p.m.

Our next meeting:April 12, 2012

Dear Fellow Irish American Society members, 

PHEW!  What a fun and busy March it was!  Irish 
Month was packed full as ever with events this 
year, and we hope you enjoy seeing our 
membership out and about promoting and 
enjoying Irish culture in the many pictures in this 
issue.  Many thanks to all of you who supported 
our various IAS initiatives and activities for March.

April promises to be fairly busy as well.  
PLEASE NOTE THAT OUR APRIL MEETING 
WILL BE ON THURSDAY, APRIL 12, since 
Thursday, April 5th is Holy Thursday this year.  
We are delighted to have Meghan Comaskey, 
TCRG, as our guest speaker for the April meeting.  
Meghan is first-generation Irish; all her older 
siblings were born in Ireland.  She just opened the 
Cumascaigh School of Irish Dance over in 
Newport News and will be telling us all about it.  
All ages and levels are welcome in the school; no 
previous dance experience is necessary.  We adult 
Irish dancers are welcome in her school; in fact, we 
already started the adult class in March, and it is a 
blast!  Come to the meeting and learn more and 
welcome Meghan!

Since it is an even-numbered year, during the 
April meeting we also will need to discuss the 
upcoming IAS elections taking place at 
the May meeting.  

You must be present at the May meeting to vote, 
and you must have your 2012 dues paid in order to 
nominate, run, and/or vote in the IAS elections.

Speaking of nominating, Jim Hagerty has 
graciously agreed to be our Elections Chair.  If you 
want to run or want to nominate someone else to 
run for office, please contact him at either this e-
mail address or this phone number or let him know 
at the April meeting.    

jimbohagerty@gmail.com 757-287-3443 
Finally, don’t forget that our Celtic cousins in the 

Scottish Society of Tidewater have quite a few 
events going on in April in honor of National 
Tartan Day on April 6th.  Visit their website at 
www.TidewaterScots.org or their Facebook page to 
learn more.  We are always more than welcome to 
attend their annual Tartan Day Ceilidh; this year, it 
will be taking place on Saturday, April 14th. Edward 
and I can’t wait!  One or more of the SST officers 
will be at our April meeting with tickets if you are 
interested.
            
Slán go fóill!  (‘Bye for now!)

President's Corner

        Lynnette    m

NOTE:

APRIL MEETING will be 

APRIL 12TH
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look for us on Facebook!

• Meeting called to order by Lynette Brash.
• Welcomed Brad Dunphy, who will give a home 

beer brewing presentation.
• Skip Hunter mentioned Scottish Society 

TARTAN DAY 4/14/12 ...Ascension’s Hall....
6:30-11pm...$25.00 per person.

• Lynette reminded us St. Patrick’s parade 3/17, 
9am...Joe Brady got green convertible for 
Princesses....thanks to all who donated money 
for Irish cottage float & thanks to Mike L., Mike 
B., Jack K., Joe B., for working on float.....Mary 
Ann Bromley will have IAS member list & only 
ones who paid 2012 dues & immediate families 
may ride on “paddy wagon”.

• Mike Bromley mentioned Finnegan’s Wake 
3/10/12, need help decorating tables & serving 
dinner.  Tickets still available...$15.00 per 
person...not sold out, profit will not be as large 
as other years. 

• Kerry Sinclair said Irish breakfast at Murphy’s 
Irish Pub 4/22/12 at 10am....buffet style.

• Please pay 2012 dues NOW !
• Winners of Murphy’s Gift certificate: Dan & 

Edith Fahey!
• Mike Bromley gave Treasurer’s report: 

Checking $807.10.....Savings $247.81.

• Thank you to Daniel Fahey for donating Irish 
books to IAS library.

• Kathleen Myrick talked about Va. Breast Cancer 
Foundation luncheon & fashion show 4/21, 
Omni Hotel, fund raiser for free mammograms 
& health care.  Mike Bromley said IAS will 
match donations!

• Floor was open for birthdays, anniversaries, 
new members.

• NOTE:  APRIL MEETING 4/12/12....due to 
Holy Week..

• Meeting ended 7:45pm
• Presentation on Home Brewing (Brad Dunphy)
•     Discussed “BEER”...yeast, barley, hops, water
• Barley – predominate grain...must “malt” barley
• Hops adds bitterness & keeps beer fresher
• Yeast adds carbonation
• Takes 20 days to ferment.
• Law says one can make 200 gallons a year
• Brad brought delicious samples!
• Presentation ended 8:15pm
• Edward Brash entertained us with “Billy Goat 

Song”.
• Thank you to all who brought desserts.....greatly 

appreciated!!
                            Submitted by: Mary Ann Bromley

Meeting Minutes MARCH 2012

IAS ladies manned the Failte Table at the 
March 11th Chieftains 50th Anniversary 
Tour Concert at the Sandler Center in Va 
Beach!  Many thanks to Lynette Crouch for 
organizing the block of thirty tickets bought 
by our members.

The concert was fantastic, and many of our 
local dancers from The Reel Thing and The 
Rhythm of Ireland did a wonderful job 
performing on stage with the Chieftains.

Thanks to Mario Canu, who works at the 
Sandler and is brother of IAS member Sylvio 
Canu, for getting us set up with a table and a 
nice space.  We gave out quite a few IAS 
newsletters and membership applications and 
even had a few people pay to join on the spot!

Below, a group of IAS members out after 
the concert.

The CHIEFTAINS
50th Anniversary Concert

March 11, 2012

mailto:lorishea@aol.com
mailto:lorishea@aol.com
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thanks to Lynette Crouch, Donna Looney, Tonya Harmon, 
Tamara Cervi and Keith Rossmiller for the photos

SHAMROCKFEST, March 24, 2012, a huge Irish music 
festival held annually at the RFK Stadium grounds in 
Washington, DC, was made even more festive by the 
presence of a large contingent of IAS members & their 
friends this year!  Our own Glasgow Kiss shared the bill 
with the Dropkick Murphys, Scythian, Gaelic Storm, 
Carbon Leaf, and more.  There were over 50 bands, 10 
stages, 15 party areas, 2 VIP tents, several Irish dance 
schools, Gaelic football & hurling teams, pub games, raffles, 
kilt contests, carnival rides, and more.  Don't miss it next 
March!          www.shamrockfest.com/ 

FRESH EIRE
Keeping up with

Irish Events!

staff members from the Phoenix Park Pub on Colley Ave 
in Norfolk.  They made those shirts and drove up to DC 

to support Glasgow Kiss at Shamrockfest!

IAS member Edward Brash and John 
McGlynn enjoying the soft Irish weather 
at Shamrockfest at RFK Stadium in DC 
right before Glasgow Kiss performed on 

the Irish Village stage.

Tom and Lynette Crouch

Tamara Cervi, Rob, Patti & James Opera
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FINNEGAN 'S WAKEMarch 10, 2012
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thanks to Kim Oliver for the picture of Rebecca Conti & Einstein

Many thanks to IAS Adult Princess 2007 Erin Morrissey 
for the wonderful job she did designing and organizing 
the gorgeous claddagh coats for our IAS Paddy Pack as well as organizing 
the embroidered logo gear fundraiser for the IAS!  We greatly appreciate 
the amount of time you have put in on these projects over the better part of 
the past year.

And doesn't the IAS Paddy Pack look fantastic indeed?!  They were an 
enormous crowd favorite in the Ocean View St. Patrick's Day Parade.  In 
only their second year, the IAS Paddy Pack featured beagles, whippets, a 
shepherd mix, a Norfolk terrier, an Irish-for-the-day mastiff, a Scottish 
deer hound, and our good friends Rebecca Conti and her Irish wolf 
hound Einstein, whom many of you met at our 
January meeting!

CU CORNER!
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A full and speedy recovery to IAS Adult 
Princess 2002 Lisa Hunt Burgess’s hubby 
Earl, who recently underwent nasal surgery.  
The story about how the doctor removed the 
packing afterwards is horrifying – OUCH!  
Feel better, Earl.
IAS Adult Princess 2001 Danielle Donovan 
Dunn’s daughter Cecilia took part in the 

Alanton Elementary School fundraiser to help Project Smile.  
What a thoughtful little philanthropist!  It is very sweet of Cecilia 
to be so concerned about other children, and her efforts paid for a 
child to have a life-changing surgery to correct a cleft palate.  
Well done, young lady!  We are so proud of you, Cecilia!!!

Why yes, that handsome man who was her date at both 
Finnegan’s Wake and the Chieftains Concert this March IS IAS 
Adult Princess 2003 Tamara Cervi’s new beau Rob!  Look for 
their picture elsewhere in this issue!  

Best of luck to our IAS Teen Princess 2005 Sara Rhodes, who 
jets off to Northern Ireland any day now to compete again in the 
World Championships of Irish Step Dance!  They are taking place 
in Belfast this year.  Mom Pam and some other relatives are flying 
over as well to provide moral support – and making a nice little 
trip down to Killarney after Sara finishes!  Don’t forget you can 
see Sara again this year performing in the “Celtic Fyre” show at 

Busch Gardens Ireland.
Congratulations to Sara’s brother Tyler as well; his senior 

project for VCU, an animated film about evolution, was chosen to 
be featured by the Scientific American Blog and is on display at the 
Richmond Public Library!  See it online at this address.  

http://blogs.scientificamerican.com/psi-vid/2012/02/29/an-
evolution-animation-unlike-any-youve-seen-before/

Congratulations to IAS Teen Princess 2011 Caitlyn Taylor who 
earned her last 1st place in prelim this month at the Big Apple 
Feis!  Caitlyn now moves up to Open Championships!  WHOO 
HOO - go, Caitlyn!

It was great seeing our MAVA Princess 2000 Amanda Aasheim 
Knapp, her hubby Steven, and their baby girl Josie at Finnegan’s 
Wake!  Amanda and Josie also joined us for the Parade in Ocean 
View, with Josie’s stroller decorated for St. Patrick’s Day so she 
could ride in style.  A little bird tells us Josie will be getting a 
sibling sometime this fall…

Color us jealous!  IAS Adult Princess 2010 Kate Collins 
O’Neill, hubby Tim, toddler daughter Maura (our Little Miss 
Princess 2010), and baby son Finn vacationed recently in Greece.  
As if living in Italy wasn’t fabulous enough!!!  The word on the 
street is that they DID manage to find some good Irish stout in 
Greece in honor of St. Patrick’s Day, so well done!  ☺

The Princess Diaries,  continued . . .April 2012

MEET OUR 2012 IAS PRINCESSES

Our IAS Adult Princess 2012 is Ms. Karen Mary Twomey.  
Karen was born in Elizabeth, NJ.  Her parents have been very 
active in the IAS over the years, and her grandmother even used 
to come down for the annual St. Patrick’s Day parade in Ocean 
View!  Karen’s mom Catherine served the IAS in multiple board 
positions, was Woman of the Year in 2004, and you can see Karen 
and her mom at various IAS occasions, including Irish breakfasts, 
Finnegan’s Wakes, and meetings. Her Dad was IAS 
Photographer for many years. Several of Karen’s uncles were 
hurlers up in the Bronx at Gaelic Park.  Karen works in the 
nursing field and enjoys doing various crafts.  Her son Mitchell 
has also accompanied Karen and Catherine on IAS trips to the 
VietNam Wall to lay the wreath in honor of the fallen Irish 
service people.  Beautiful as she is, Karen is actually very shy, so I 
am going to mention (and she will probably kill me for 
this!) that she is single and ready to mingle…

Our IAS Teen Princess 2012 is Miss Elizabeth Ann 
Watson.  Elizabeth has been involved in the IAS since 
she was a very little girl.  Her mother Ann (nee Millar) is 
from Portlaoise, in Co.  Laois, Ireland, and her father 
David is from upstate New York.  She also has a brother 
named Joseph.  Elizabeth has been going over to Ireland 
to visit her family there since she was just 9 months old, 
and it is one of her favorite places to be.  She loves how 
friendly and fun Irish people are, and she definitely 
comes by those traits honestly herself.  Elizabeth has 
been doing Irish dancing in An Cor Rud (The Reel 
Thing) School of Irish Dance for 12 years now and has 
performed at many a Finnegan’s Wake and marched 
with the IAS in many Ocean View St. Patrick’s Day 
Parades.  She is currently a senior at Princess Anne 
High School in Virginia Beach, and plans to major in 

criminology, English, or education.
Our IAS Junior Princess 2012 is Miss Aubree Grace Musicant.  

We see her just about every month at our TIAS meetings, along 
with her parents (Aimee Crabtree Musicant and Mark Ethridge), 
her older brothers (Noah Musicant & Colton Ethridge), and her 
grandmother (Ruth Crabtree).  The whole family is active at 
many of our IAS activities as well and is always first in line when 
it comes to volunteering and helping out. You may recall that 
Aubree won one of our holiday decorating prizes at the IAS 
Christmas Ceili for two years running!  Her family’s Irish roots 
go back to Co. Armagh.  Aubree was born 10 weeks premature at 
the Portsmouth Naval Hospital and attends VBCPS where she is 
identified as academically gifted and attends Old Donation 
Gifted Center for the Gifted Arts program.  Aubree is a talented 
gymnast at Gymstrada, and also loves food, dancing, and parties.  
One of the things she appreciates most about being Irish is that 
Ireland has had two female Presidents!  Girl power!  v
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Tale of the Irish Cottage

by Jack Kennedy
It was last year on the morning of the parade that Mike 

Bromley reported that The Irish Cottage was gone. It sounded to 
me, a fairly new member, that part of our IAS culture went with 
it. I know most of our members want IAS bigger and better as 
time goes by, not smaller and wanting in any of the things we 
have enjoyed 
in the past. 
Hastily, I said I 
would like to 
build a new 
one. I probably 
should have 
run it by my 
dear wife, 
Betsy, but my 
speaking out 
was reactive to 
the perceived 
loss. 
Afterwards, I 
realized I 
hadn't even 
seen the 
original 
Cottage (or 
don't remember it) and had nothing to go by to fill my 
commitment. It was when Mike accompanied me to examine the 
empty trailers that the size of the project jolted my brain - more 
than building a small building but also alterations to one trailer 
was necessary to carry out the germ of an idea beginning to take 
shape.

Well, since then it has been a busy six weeks for me and I 
would have fallen on my face without the enthusiasm and 
encouragement from Lynnette, as well as the hands-on 

participation of a 
number of 
volunteers: Mike 
Bromley, 
Mike Lawler, Lori 
Shea, Joe Brady, Jim 
Ramsey, Jim 
Hagerty, Barbara 
Graff Taylor and 
John Johnson, one 
of our newest 
members. Lynnette 
helped in early 
decision making by 
exposing my crazier 
ideas and offering 
helpful suggestions 
instead. He power 
washed both trailers 
and modified the 

canopy supports on The Paddy Wagon - in event of rain. His 
access to Ascension facilities during the trailer alterations phase 
was invaluable. Mike Lawler furnished his limited time between 
shooting gymnastic meets in North Carolina to do a fantastic 
repainting of the trailers. He also looked ahead to the idea of an 

Irish Pub theme 
for sometime in 
the future. That 
kept us 
entertained as 
we did some of 
the more boring 
work. Mike, 
thanks for the 
emotional lift.

The white 
walls were 
roller painted 
with a thick roof 
coating by two 
real gems. They 
were Jim 
Ramsey for 
nearly a full day 
and Jimbo 
Hagerty for two sessions. Hagerty independently conjured up 
the notion of an Irish Pub, perhaps even with sponsorship, e.g., 
Guinness, Harp, Smithwick, etc. It must be the paint fumes! Lori, 
you kept me from doing some extra work that was better left 
undone.  Also, in the early morning of Saint Patrick's day you 
assisted in the hectic erecting of the fence (between 7:00 and 
8:15). Joe Brady had taken the old fence to his house to spray 
paint it but, because the sprayer broke, painted it by hand. He 
installed the stop and turn lights and also helped me load the 
house that I had built on my driveway up and onto the trailer. It 
was more of a job for E. T. Gresham, but with two lengths of 
chain, a 2 1/2-ton trolly jack, pipes for rollers and a 4-ton cable 
puller we put it there. Needless to say, My dear Betsy provided 
pumpkin bread or soda bread with beverages on the porch for 
the busy bees. Thanks Sweetheart!  John Johnson used a 
company truck to pull the rig from my house to the parade, in 
the parade and back home safely. Barbara Graff Taylor came to 
the parade assembly area with great decorations for the Cottage 
and tacked them in place in a flurry. Nice job! It added a great 
deal.

It's been a lot of work and a lot of fun getting to know others 
in the Society better. Only a pinched blood blister on a finger, 
lightly mashed thumb nail, a few scratches from falling off a 
ladder, but only once so far.

Again, thank you all, Jack
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St. Patrick 's DayParade -  norfolkMarch 17, 2012
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IN THE SPOTLIGHT

by Mary Ann Bromley

Let’s meet......Scott MacGregor, a member 
of The Irish American Society for many 
years, since he heard about us through his 

friends at The Scottish Society of Tidewater, Sandy McGregor and 
Al and Joyce Cowan.  Scott liked what they told him about IAS 
and joined us around the late Tom Porter’s funeral.

Scott was born in Portsmouth Naval Hospital September 7, 
1960, since his Dad was in the Navy.  Scott is one of 6 boys in his 

family!  His mother is from New 
Jersey and Dad from Penna.  
When Scott was about 4 ½ his 
parents divorced and he moved 
to New Jersey.  When he was 10, 
he moved back to VA.  Scott has 
both Irish and Scottish roots.  His 
maternal Great Great 
Grandfather was born in County 
Carlow, Ireland and came to 
USA in 1870.  Scott’s paternal 
Great Great Great Grandfather 
was born in Edinburg, Scotland 
and came to USA in 1852.After 
graduating from Granby H.S. 
Norfolk, Scott attended 
Tidewater Community College, 

earning two Associates degrees, 
one in Computer Information Systems and the other in 
Education.  Way to go Scott !

He is currently working as a computer programmer for 
defense contractor for the Army at Fort Eustis for the past 8 
years.  Scott is divorced and has a son and fraternal twin 
daughters.  He is the proud grandfather of 4 grandchildren.  In 
his spare time (which he tells me is very limited), Scott enjoys 

spending time with his family, 
either here or in Kansas, where 
his one daughter lives with her 
2 children.  Scott is an active 
member of The Scottish 
Society of Tidewater since the 
late 1980’s. He has served as 
Vice President and is currently 
the Web Master.  Scott is 
associated with the St. 
Baldrick’s organization, which 
raises money for children’s 
cancer research.  Scott has had 
his head shaved for the past 5 
years to help out.  You are one 
terrific guy !!  Scott attends 
and enjoys Ceili dance classes 
taught by Lisa (Hunt) Burgess.  He also participates with the 
Scottish Country Dance Group in Williamsburg.  Scott is the 
Assistant Chieftain with “American Clan Gregor Society”, a 
genealogy society, celebrating over 100 years with their annual 
gathering in Tampa, Florida, October, 2012.  Scott is very much 
interested in his family’s genealogy and is working on this 
project now.

He and his brother enjoy working construction.  They are 
renovating Scott’s house, raising the roof, making the second 
floor larger.  Between October 2011 & January 2012, they built 2 
garages 20x24.  Amazing !

Scott has traveled to Scotland twice, planning to return in 2014 
for the 700th anniversary of “Bannockburn”.  He has traveled all 
around USA and Canada.  He has never been to Ireland, but 
hoping to go in the near future.  You will see Scott at our monthly 
meetings, Finnegan’s Wake, Christmas parties, & St. Patrick’s 
parade (which he just attended with his daughter’s St. Bernard 
dog “Zoie”).  We are very blessed to have Scott in the IAS.  He is 
truly an asset to our Society and hope he stays with us for many 
years.  May God bless this wonderful Irish/Scottish man!
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St. Patrick
's Day

Parade 
-  norfolk

March 1
7, 2012


