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The Irish Connection

The Irish American 
Society of

Tidewater, Virginia, 
was established in 
1980 to promote
and preserve Irish 

culture, and all things 
distinctly Irish.

Membership is open
to persons of Irish

birth or ancestry, as
well as those

persons who have
an interest in Irish 
history and culture.

Meetings are held
the first Thursday

of every month at the
Church of the 

Ascension  
Community Center

4853 Princess
Anne Rd 

Virginia Beach, VA.
Doors open at

6:30 p.m.,
the meeting usually 
gets underway at

7:00 p.m.,
ending at 9:00 p.m.

Our next meeting:January 5, 2012

Dear Fellow Irish American Society members, 

December, as always, was a whirlwind month, 
but I like it that way!  We had a wonderful IAS 
Christmas Ceili (see all the great pictures in this 
issue!), and then I celebrated my birthday and our 
7th wedding anniversary in rapid succession!  
Congratulations to the Bromleys, the Bradys, the 
Kennedys, and all the other IAS couples with 
December anniversaries.  Christmas is just around 
the corner, and New Year’s Eve will follow soon 
after that.  But probably the most important and 
memorable thing I did all month was attend 
“Sully’s Send Off” on Monday, December 5th.

Sully (Hamilton Roy "Sully" Sullivan) was 90 
years young when he passed this summer, and a 
sweeter, happier guy you have never met. He loved 
life to the very end, and was VERY proud of his 
Irish roots and his longstanding membership in the 
Irish American Society of Tidewater; the last time I 
saw him was at our June meeting, as a matter of 
fact.  He was delighted to be there and socialized 
up a storm.  

We learned a lot about Sully’s long life during his 
Send Off.  His mama raised and fed four good boys 
down in New Orleans during the Great 
Depression, no easy task. They got by, in large part, 
due to opportunities created by FDR's New Deal.  
Sully was a 20 year old USN sailor on a ship 
stationed in Hawaii when Pearl Harbor was 
bombed. After surviving that, and WWII, he got 
married, worked his way up to Chief at a really 
young age, earned a college degree, and became a 
Mustang officer, eventually retiring as a Lt Cdr, I 
believe.  He and his beloved wife, Ellie, had a son 
(Frank) and a wonderful life together. She was the 
love of his life, and it was very moving to hear him 
speak of her.  

Frank and his wife, Pam, undertook a labor of 
love to bring Sully's final wishes to reality. Sully 
wanted to send his friends on a road trip (aka 
“Sully’s Send Off”) for his internment at Arlington 
National Cemetery, to be reunited finally with Ellie. 
They hired a commercial bus and hauled a full load 
of neighbors, Kiwanis, and Irish Society friends to 
DC and back for the day.   It was a wonderful day 
of celebrating a life well-lived and a person well-
loved.

On the way up, we stopped in Quantico at the 
Marine Museum for lunch. How beautiful it was, 
decorated for the holidays! We were also so 
fortunate that their band was rehearsing holiday 
songs the day we were there - what a treat! Sully 

would have loved that. Pam, Frank, and Sully 
treated all of us to a delicious lunch in the 
restaurant, Tun's Tavern, there, and the barkeep 
gave an amazing lecture about the marine history 
mural in the tavern. Then it was back on the road 
until we stopped at the Iwo Jima memorial in DC. 
As many times as I have been to DC, I had never 
seen this before in person - only in pictures. What a 
fantastic memorial! Our driver, a Viet Nam vet, 
stopped to let us go take pictures. Then it was on to 
Arlington for Sully's ceremony. 

I've been to Arlington before, but never for a 
funeral. Full military honors were VERY impressive 
and moving, especially for someone raised in a 
military family. The Arlington staff really do an 
amazing job. Sully got sunshine AND a rainbow 
when it was over - perfect! Our driver was kind 
enough to let us stop again around the corner to 
visit the grave of Molly Carr’s husband, where we 
had an Irish blessing in memory of Pat Carr, Sully 
& Ellie, Tom Porter, Charlie McCarthy, Nancy 
Ramsey, John & Elizabeth McCartney, and all 
other IAS members/family members who are laid 
to their final rest in Arlington.  One thing our IAS 
contingent talked about was compiling an accurate 
list of all IAS members/family members buried 
there so that we don’t leave anyone out. 

Then it was back on the bus for the ride home. 
Pam had shamrock seeds for us all to take with us 
in memory of Sully. She also had an amazing 
professional DVD they had made from video 
interviews of Sully they took last Christmas when 
he visited them. It was really something hearing 
first-hand recollections about the Great Depression, 
Pearl Harbor, meeting FDR, etc. She gave me a 
copy of the DVD for the IAS; we will have to 
arrange a get together to watch it.  What an 
exceptional life, and what a sweet, fun, lovely 
gentleman. Sully is already greatly missed.  I 
loaded some great pictures of Sully’s Send Off on 
Facebook, if you are interested in seeing them.  

And so, as we close the chapter on 2011, I wish 
all of us health and happiness in the New Year.  
Please don’t forget to pay your 2012 IAS 
membership dues!!!

Beannachtaí an tSéasúir (Season’s 
Greetings!)  

Slán go fóill!  (‘Bye for now!)

President's Corner

        Lynnette    m
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IN THE SPOTLIGHT

by Mary Ann Bromley

Let’s meet.........Patricia (PAT) Marion, a 
member of The Irish American Society since 
2001.  Pat went to a “Remembrance Group 
meeting” at Ascension, run by Ray Marion and 
she liked what he told her about IAS.  Pat 
decided to give us a try and has stayed with us 
ever since!

Pat was born March 22, 1935 in San 
Francisco and grew up as an only child.  Her 
father worked as a salesman selling wholesale 
groceries to hotels and government contracts.  
During World 
War II, he was 
the Air Raid 
warden on the 
block and 
worked as a 
Chef from his 
home.  Sadly, 
Pat lost her 
Dad when she 
was 16 years 
old.  Pat’s 
mother was a 
business school teacher before marriage.  
During the war, she worked for the Rationing 
Board.  Pat’s Irish roots can be traced to her 
maternal great grandparents, both coming 
from the Emerald Isle.

Pat sang in her high school choir along with 
JOHNNY MATHIS, who graduated with her.  
Imagine that !!  Also graduating with Pat was 
Lee Meriweather, who became Miss America in 
the 1950’s.  WOW....After graduation, Pat 
worked in Data Processing at Crocker Bank for 
6 years.  She would occasionally work over 
time and a night supervisor, Dick Cook, had 

his eye on her.  Dick was a First Class Petty 
Officer in the U.S. Navy, working a second job 
at the bank.  They fell in love, married in 1959 
and had 4 children, 3 daughters and a son.  
Dick was very proud of his children.  The 
Cook’s lived in Newport, R.I., Washington 
D.C.,Va. Beach, Hawaii, where Dick retired as 
Senior Chief, then moved back to Va. Beach.  
Pat’s mother also bought a house in Va. Beach, 
to be near Pat and family.  After the Navy, Dick 
worked 20 years in Civil Service.  Sadly, he 
passed away in 2000. 

Pat decided to go to a “Remembrance 
meeting”, which is geared to widows and 
widowers.  She had known Ray Marion for 
about 3 years, when they started dating.  Ray 
lost his wife Ann after 50 years of marriage.  
Now they say: “Love is lovelier the second 
time around” ..... Pat and Ray were married 
Nov. 23, 2003.  Ray has 8 children and Pat 4, 
now they were one big happy “Brady Bunch-
type” family!! Way to go!  Together they have 
22 grandchildren and 7 ½ great grandchildren.  
Pat worked on and off for Sears during her 
marriage to Ray.  They now are enjoying 
retirement and love to travel.  A few years ago, 
on a cruise on “Oceana”, they visited Portugal, 
Spain, France, England, Ireland and Belgium.  
On another cruise, they visited the Panama 
Canal and they have been on 2-3 Caribbean 
cruises.  They travel to Philadelphia for family 
reunions.  Pat and Ray enjoy going to New 
Beach, Smyrna, Florida every February and 
March, where they rent a Condo on the beach.  
Summer time, they enjoy having family over 
for swims in their in ground pool, in Va. Beach.  
Pat enjoys reading and going to “live” theater, 
both at Little Theater of V. B. and Norfolk.  She 
babysits her grandchildren often and enjoys 
this time with them.  Pat and Ray attend the 
IAS monthly meetings, Irish breakfasts, 
Christmas parties, picnics, etc.  Ray was 
Treasurer for 6 years and did a great job!  The 
Marion’s are truly as asset to the IAS.  May 
God continue to bless this wonderful Irish 
couple!

The Irish American 
Society of 
Tidewater

P.O. Box 9614
Virginia Beach, VA 

23450
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HOSPITALITY
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Maureen Honore
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look for us on Facebook!

♣ Meeting called to order by Lynette Brash 
7:05pm

♣ Moment of silence for police officer who lost 
his life at Va. Tech.

♣ Short meeting.....Christmas gathering.
♣ Wreath & Centerpiece contest...to be judged 

later this evening.
♣ Thank you to Vera & Kathleen for beautiful 

table decorations.

♣ Thank you to Eileen & George for beautiful 
buffet decorations.

♣ Floor open for birthdays, anniversaries, etc.
♣ We all sang Happy Birthday to Lynette (B.D. 

12/10).
♣ Music tonight provided by Edward Brash & 

John McGlynn.
♣ Blessing was said by Joe Brady.
♣ Buffet open 7:10pm.

Meeting Minutes December 2011

mailto:lorishea@aol.com
mailto:lorishea@aol.com
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IRISH DANCING UPDATE
submitted by Lisa Burgess

IAS Princesses are
Tapping Their Toes 

from Orlando to Belfast

During the first weekend every December, Irish dancers 
from all over the Southern Region converge on a “pick” city 
to compete with the best for a spot on the podium, a coveted 
sash, and a chance to qualify for the World Championships.

This year, the Oireachtas (competiton) was held at the JW 
Marriott at Grand Lakes in Orlando, Florida. Dancers 
traveled from as far as Maryland and Texas to attend. Five 
IAS princesses from the local Irish dance school, The Reel 
Thing (An Cor Rud), directed by Heather Mailey Esposito, 
participated in very tough competitions, some of one 
hundred or more dancers.

Here are their results:
2011 Princess, " Miss Caitlyn Taylor-49th in Girls 

" Under 17
2008 Princesses, " Miss Meagan Oglethorpe-15th in 

" Ladies Under 20
" " Miss Maggie Wilcox-8th in Ladies 

" Under 20
2005 Princess, " Miss Sara Rhodes-6th in Senior 

" Ladies 20 " & over
2004 Princess, " Miss Maura Ann Flatley-28th in 

" Senior Ladies 20 & over

With her 6th place rank, Sara Rhodes qualified for the 
World Championships, which will be held this spring 2012 in 
Belfast, Northern Ireland. She also placed 6th at Nationals this 
past summer in Nashville, Tennessee and has just been hired 
as a full time dancer for the 2012 season of Busch Garden’s 
Irish dance show, Celtic Fyre. Congratulations Sara! And to all 
of the IAS princesses, “Job Well Done!”

Two Irish Elf Hounds (a.k.a. local Irish wolf 
hounds Cavan Burns and Einstein Conti) wait 

patiently for Santa to arrive!
Photographs taken by Rebecca Conti.

Hear all the latest about our Hibernian hounds!
Feel free to submit news and/or pictures relating to Irish 
breed or Irish-owned dogs!

CU CORNER!

(Note: Cu is Gaelic for dog!)



Page -8 JANUARY 2012

IAS Christmas GatheringDecember 8, 2011


