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President's Corner
Dear Fellow Irish American Society members,
This month, we lost one of our long-time
members, the much-loved Hamilton “Sully”
th
Sullivan. We celebrated Sully’s 90 birthday with
him at Murphy’s in April, and we were delighted to
see him at our June IAS meeting as well. I’m so sad
this lovely man has passed, but I am inspired by his
joyful, ebullient, positive example and honored to
have known him.
Sully’s daughter-in-law Pam has promised to
keep me informed about when Sully is to be buried
in Arlington National Cemetery. She said it could be
several months before that happens. Sully was a
proud member of the IAS, and Pam and Frank
Sullivan want us to feel welcome to attend his burial
at Arlington.
Sully confided to me earlier this year that he
didn’t feel comfortable driving in the dark anymore,
which is why he didn’t usually make it to fall and
winter meetings or events. But you know what? He
ALWAYS paid his IAS membership dues each year
and enjoyed reading the IAS newsletter cover to
cover each month. He was a faithful friend of the
IAS to the end, and his obituary specifically
mentioned his IAS membership.
This summer has been a season of change in other
ways as well. Former IAS Vice President Lynette
Gilmour Crouch resigned her IAS office in May.
She has a new job, two little ones, and some health
issues that demand her time and attention. We
thank her for her service to the IAS and wish her
well in her new endeavors.
For those of you who were not at the August
meeting, I am delighted to inform you that Joe
Brady has agreed to switch hats and be our new IAS
Vice President and that Mike Bromley finally gave
in to my arm-twisting and consented to be our
Treasurer in Joe’s stead. I feel these new positions
really play to both of their strengths, and I think you
will find our IAS board is really “cooking with gas”
now!
If you missed the August meeting, you also
missed the inauguration of our new FAILTE Table to
welcome people with a warm Irish greeting as they
arrive at the IAS meeting each month! Guests can
pick up copies of our recent newsletters, make a
name tag, and even fill out an IAS membership
application! Many thanks to Mary Ann Bromley,
Erin Morrissey, Lori Shea, Betsy Kennedy, and

anyone else who helped with this new IAS initiative.
Please feel free to be part of our IAS “welcome
wagon” if you enjoy meeting and greeting people
and promoting the IAS!
In July, Linda and Rick Tredinnick informed me
that they were going to retire from helping set up
and break down the Hospitality table at the IAS
meetings each month. They have been assisting
with this for years now, and they certainly deserve a
break as well as our gratitude for a job very well
done. Thanks so much, Linda and Rick!
IAS member Aimee Musicant had a great
suggestion for filling this very important position
assisting Eileen and George Collins: why not have
people sign up to assist with the Hospitality Table?
People will commit to taking that on for specific
monthly meetings; Aimee and her family are kicking
this off by helping for September’s meeting. Be
prepared to sign up for the months after that!!! All it
involves is showing up early to help George and
Eileen set up the food table, and then helping them
clean up at the end of the meeting. Eileen will
continue to do her OUTSTANDING job of providing
beautiful seasonal décor for the table.
Speaking of the September meeting, we will take
care of Society business from 7:00 – 7:30 pm. After
that, we have a dramatic treat for you for our
monthly program – a free sneak peak at a play
directed by our own Mike Bromley and with his
wife Mary Ann playing a judge in it! You know the
Irish truly do love plays, and this one sounds like a
lot of fun to me. “Reality Bites Back” is a murder
mystery in which there is audience participation.
Don’t worry if you are planning to go see the full
production at Ascension in October – they won’t
give away any secrets at our preview, and you still
would have to see the full show to find out “who
done it”!

Lúnasa Sona Daoibh! Slán go fóill!
(Happy Lughnasadh! ‘Bye for now!)

Lynnette

m
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CEAD MILE FAILTE!

Anne Devereux recommends:

We have lots of new members this month to welcome:

The Yellow House,
by Patricia Falvey.
The story of a fiery young
woman fighting to reunite her
family and reclaim their
ancestral home during the war
for Irish Independence.
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Meeting Minutes August 2011
♣ Meeting called to order by LynNette Brash

7:10p.m.
♣ After business meeting, presentation on
“Hurling.”
♣ Moment of silence for Hamilton “Sully”
Sullivan, who passed away 8/1/11. “Sully”
recently turned 90 with a big party at Murphy’s
Irish Pub. Lynette asked members for ideas on
how to remember him. Burial will be in
Arlington Cemetery at a later date. IAS
members welcome to attend.
♣ Lynette said a “Hooley” at A.J. Gator’s
(Fairfield Shopping Center) after IAS meeting.
Outdoor patio reserved for IAS & members of
HRHC.
♣ Floor was open for birthdays, anniversaries,
new members.
♣ Scottish Society having “William Wallace Day”
8/20/11 at Highland Restaurant, Witchduck
Rd. 6-9pm, $20.00 per person.
♣ Irish breakfast...8/14/11 Murphy’s Irish pub
(30th & Pacific) 10-1.
♣ Lynette announced changes in IAS
BOARD ......V.P.. Joe Brady & Treasurer.....Mike
Bromley
♣ Joe Brady thanked everyone for great fishing
trip 7/23...gave Treasurer’s report:
♣ $532.00 – Checking / $519.00 – Savings.

♣ Jack & Betsy Kennedy winner of Murphy’s
Irish pub gift certificate.

♣ 7:20pm....... Edward Brash gave a fantastic

presentation on “Hurling”....an ancient Irish
stick sport & national sport of Ireland. It has
been a distinct Irish past time for at least 2,000
years! We saw clips of Hurling from movie
“The Wind that Shakes the Barley” & video of
actual game. Hurling remains a massively
popular sport with 80,000 attending
championship game in 2009.
♣ Ed introduced some of the members of
Hampton Roads Hurling Club: Skip, Brendon,
Ryan, Sean & Liam, who gave a short
demonstration.
♣ Ed told us Hurling can be co-ed game, lasting
60 minutes with 15 players per side. First game
played in North America in 1788 in
Newfoundland.
♣ For more info........Edward has practice every
Wed. evening 6pm, Larkspur Middle School,
Princess Anne Rd. (Kempsville).
♣ Presentation ended 7:55pm
♣ Thanks to all who brought desserts.......greatly
appreciated !
Submitted by: Mary Ann Bromley
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A Ghost Story or A Crime Scene?
byDavid Loh
Following the death of their grandfather, the brothers inherited a
box of old railroad files. When they were going through them
together in 2002, they found documents from 1909 that contained
contextual evidence of the deaths and the approximate location of
the mass grave. "It was one of those things that had to be
investigated," Watson said. "We started looking to see if there was
any reality behind the dimly remembered stuff, so we began
looking into Pennsylvania archives and flushed it out even
further." By 2004, the Watson twins had assembled enough
documented evidence of the deaths to have a historical marker
placed on the site. "Nearby is the mass grave of fifty-seven Irish
immigrant workers who died in August, 1832, of cholera," the
marker reads. "They had recently arrived in the United States and
were employed by a construction contractor named Duffy ...
Prejudice against Irish Catholics contributed to the denial of care
to the workers. Their illness and death typified the hazards faced
by many 19th-century immigrant industrial workers."
Once the marker was in place, the Watsons began an
archaeological dig at the site of the Irish workers' camp. Before
long, they managed to unearth over 1,000 artifacts, including an
old clay pipe with an Irish logo and a bowl inscribed with the
words "Flag of Ireland." The dig went on for three years, but the
remains of the men continued to elude the Watsons and their team
of volunteers. Then, in 2007, geophysicist Timothy Bechtel agreed
to help. He brought with him a sophisticated ground-penetrating
radar system, which literally allowed the team to X-ray the soil in
the surrounding area. "[Bechtel] found something in 2008," Watson
said. "He said, 'You guys
should dig here.' We
processed the data and, in
March 2009, we were able to
find the first set of [human]
remains very precisely,
[thanks to] his science."
Since the first discovery was
made, Janet Monge, an
anthropologist from the
University of Pennsylvania,
has identified four human
A human skull with a hole in
skulls
and bones from seven
was discovered at the Duffy's
skeletons.
Those
skeletons, however,
Cut mass grave.
suggest something other than a
cholera pandemic may have claimed
the men's lives. "Skeleton number six looks like it has a bullet hole
in it, and we have very good indications of blunt-force trauma to
the others," Monge told AOL News. "Last year, when we only had
two skulls to examine, I was a bit hesitant in claiming that we were
looking at traumatic death, but this year, in every specimen that
we examine, it really seems to indicate that they were victims of
blunt-force trauma around the time of death." Monge says the
conditions of the remains make it impossible to determine whether
the men had suffered from cholera, but she said she might be able
to determine whether the hole in skull No. 6 was caused by a
bullet hole.
"We want to conduct a lead test in the area around the hole itself,
because lead bullets often times shed a bit of their lead as they
enter into the bone," Monge said. "Then we have to research the
kind of bullet and compare it to other specimens; for example, [the
remains of] soldiers at Little Big Horn that had similar kinds of
wounds and damage."
If the men were murdered, as Monge and the other team
members suspect, what would be the motive? Watson says he and
his brother already have a theory. "There is a newspaper account
from October 3, 1832, about cholera striking the camp," Watson
said. "Some of the men panicked and tried to get out and were
forced back in. Another article, from November 1832, says the

earlier story was not accurate and
that there were only eight or nine
men [who] died."
As a result of the brothers' research
and the evidence found upon the
skeletal remains, the Watsons suspect
local vigilantes killed most of the
workers. "The fact is, they were
murdered," Watson said. "In the first
layer of burials, we suspect most of
the men are going to be victims of
cholera, which leaves no physical
traces. But, we believe the others
were killed to make sure there would
be no cholera getting out of that
valley."
According to Watson, it could take
several more years of digging to fully
excavate the area and uncover the rest Janet Monge, an anthropologist
from the University of
of the men's remains. Once that work
Pennsylvania, examines bones
is completed, he says, they will not be
and items taken from the
displayed in a museum and will
Duffy's Cut mass grave.
instead be given proper burials. "We
have a cemetery to take them to, which
is really perfect because where they are now is essentially a
dumping ground," Watson said. "It is West Laurel Hill Cemetery in
Bala Cynwyd, just outside of Philadelphia. It is where a lot of the
Victorian elite of Philadelphia are buried." In the meantime,
Watson and his group will continue to hunt for clues to determine
whether the men of "Duffy's Cut" were the unfortunate victims of
an acute illness or whether something far more sinister claimed
their lives. "We have to dig them up," Watson said. "It is very hard
work -- we are kind of doing the same kind of work the men
themselves did in 1832 -- but they deserve to have their story told."
Submitted by Tom Crouch
©2011 AOL Inc. All Rights Reserved.

Poetry Corner
IMMORTALITY
Age cannot reach me where the veils
of God have shut me in,
For me the myriad births of stars and suns do but begin,
And here how fragrantly there blows to me the holy
breath,
Sweet from the flowers and stars and hearts of men,
We are not old, O heart, we are not old,
The breath that blows
The soul aflame is still a wandering wind
That comes and goes;
And the stirred heart with sudden raptured life a moment
glows.
A moment here -- a bulrush's brown head in the grey rain,
A moment here -- a child drowned and a heart quickened
with pain;
The name of Death, the blue deep heaven, the scent of the
salt sea,
The spicy grass, the honey robbed from the wild bee.
Awhile we walk the world on its wide roads and narrow
ways
And they pass by, the countless shadowy troops of nights
and days;
We know them not, O happy heart, but you and I
Watch where within a slow dawn lightens up another sky.
-- Susan L. Mitchell (1866-1926)
submitted by Joe Brady
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FRESH EIRE
Keeping up with Irish Events!
By Lynette Gilmour Crouch

THE INTERNATIONAL QUILT FESTIVAL OF
IRELAND – JUNE 2012
Do you dream in patchwork? Are you batty for batting?
Consider yourself a lover of loft? If any of these quilting terms
set your heart a flutter, you will be delighted to hear about the
International Quilt Festival of Ireland, set for June 7th – 12th,
2012.
If you are not crazy for quilting, this festival offers something
for you, too! Crafters of any sort will be thrilled to hear of the
workshops including traditional Irish cooking, lace making, and
more. Non-crafty travelers can choose to spend their time flyfishing, pub crawling or what have you. The organizers of this
festival have something planned for everyone.
Group rates are available through Sew Many Places Travel
Agency, with packages tailored to your specific needs. As an
added bonus, the Tidewater Irish American Society will receive
$100 for each member traveling to the festival as part the IAS
group. Interested in making the trip to Eire? Contact Lynette
Gilmour Crouch lynettegilmourcrouch@gmail.com or
757-483-4078 to express your interest in getting a IAS contingent
going.
Here’s more info about the festival, quoted from their website
www.iqfoi.com.
“Touted as the first festival of its kind, the event will be unlike
the traditional quilting ‘festivals’ held in convention centers
around the world. The campus of the National University of
Ireland, Galway, will transform into a Quilters Village, on the
banks of the River Corrib. There will be a Quilter’s Market where
you can buy everything from Irish crafts to traditional Irish
Brown Bread, the Fat Quarters Chocolate Shop, a School House

IRISH BREAKFAST
AUGUST 14, 2010
AT
MURPHY'S PUB

for hands-on quilting classes, a Quilter's Canteen that seats over
800 people, over a dozen special quilt exhibits on display in
various buildings throughout the village, and the Town Hall,
where you will find over 50 vendors who have created booths to
tease you with their latest state-of-the-art products and services.
“One of the more interesting exhibits will be the ‘Céad Míle
Fáilte’ or 100,000 Welcomes piece. 1,000 quilters throughout
Ireland and the Diaspora will trace their hand on fabric and sew it
onto a 10" square. The block can be made of any kind of white
fabric background with green fabric hand, or a green fabric
background with a white fabric hand. The block should be
quilted with just the wadding behind and no backing. Binding
is not necessary. Your name, where you are from, and a welcome
message should be written with a fabric pen or stitched onto the
front of the block.”
“Quilters are encouraged to appliqué and embellish their
blocks as much as they wish. Blocks will not be returned, but
instead sent to a committee and assembled into a 25 metre Irish
chain pattern. It will become part of history, as this exhibit will
not only be used as the official welcome exhibit for the
inaugural quilt festival, but will be used as the official welcome
exhibit for quilt festivals in the years to come. Submissions are
due by September 1, 2011. “
Mike Bromley is directing his 5th
Murder/Mystery Dinner Theatre at
Church of the Ascension “Reality Bites Back” on Friday October
7th and Saturday October 8th at 7pm.
$15.00 per person for dinner and show.
This one requires audience
participation and a “sneak preview” will
be held after IAS business meeting
September 1st .....no secrets will be revealed,
you must come to the show to see “who did it!"
For more information contact : Lisa Liedl or Linda Flores at
Church of the Ascension: 495-1886 Ext. 22
(only 100 tickets will be sold each night)
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CU CORNER!
Hear all the latest about
our Hibernian hounds!
Hear all the latest about our Hibernian hounds!
Feel free to submit news and/or pictures relating to Irish
breed or Irish-owned dogs!
Last month, we talked about the importance of getting
water into dogs in the summer heat. This month, we would
like to talk about getting dogs into water safely in the
summer heat! Even if your dog likes the water and is a
strong swimmer, there is still danger of drowning. Dogs are
as susceptible to fatigue, undertow, and panic in the water
as humans are. Luckily, there are several life jackets on the
market now made especially for dogs. Keep your beloved
pets safe around water, whether you have them with you
in the family pool, swimming at the ocean, or boating on a
lake.
Pictured here, Brash family whippets Dalriada (RiRi - L)
and Glasnevin (Nev - R) model their new water safety life

IN THE SPOTLIGHT
by Mary Ann Bromley
Let’s meet.......NANCY LATHAM, a
member of The Irish American Society for
about 7 years. Nancy’s neighbors, Linda
and Gene Batten told her and husband
John about us. They came to a meeting, liked us and have
stayed ever since !
Nancy was born September 17, 1950 in Union, N.J. She grew
up with 3 younger brothers. Her father worked for the
Veteran’s Administration, giving speeches to the Vets returning
from War. Her mother was a medical secretary with the V.A.
and that’s actually how they met. Nancy’s Irish roots can be
traced to her maternal Grandmother, who was born in County
Mayo, Ireland. She came to the USA with her sister, under the
Indentured Servant program, settling in New York. In her
youth, Nancy was a Brownie and Girl Scout. She was a member
of CYO. She took business courses in High School and passed
the Civil Service exam after graduation. Nancy retired after
working for the U.S, Government for 33 years. She was an
Executive Secretary for the Commanding Officer and the
Executive Officer at Little Creek Base, working in Navy
Information Operations Command (NIOC). She is now
working part time as a receptionist for a Hair Salon in
Chesapeake. She is an active member of Prince of Peace
Catholic Church. She is on the funeral committee and gladly
bakes when the occasion arises.

jackets from Outward Hound. This
particular dog life jacket has a variety of
safety features. The bright color and the
reflective accents on both sides increase
visibility, even in low light situations.
There is a floatation device under the
dog’s chin that will keep his/her head
above water.
The rescue
handle on top
makes it easier
to fish the dog
out of water by
hand or with a
hook pole. The
torso band
fastens with
Velcro so it
adjusts to fit
securely.

(Note: Cu is Gaelic for dog!)

In her spare time, Nancy enjoys
reading, baking and bowling. She
enjoys camping with John in their
new Heartland North Trailer camper.
She also rides as a passenger on
John’s Kawasaki 1600 Nomad
motorcycle and his BT11 Shadow
Sabre with Southern Cruisers Riding
Club. Way to go Nancy!! Nancy also
spends time at Our Lady of
Perpetual Help nursing home, where
her mother is a resident for the past 3
years.
Nancy met her husband John through a divorce program,
since she was divorced and John was going through one. Nancy
has 2 children, a son, who is a contractor and daughter, who
teaches math to Special Ed. kids. John has a daughter living in
San Jose, Calif. He is a retired Navy Chief Petty Officer, serving
his country for 20 years! He has 3 grandchildren and Nancy has
2 grandsons. She enjoys spending time with them as much as
possible. Nancy has been to Spain, on several cruises, going to
Hawaii in April, 2012 and even though she has never been to
Ireland, it is on her schedule in the future!
Nancy and John are active members of IAS. They attend
monthly meetings, Finnegan’s Wake, Irish breakfasts at
Murphy’s, Christmas parties, etc. We are very fortunate to have
these wonderful Irish folks with us. We hope they stay for
many years. God bless Nancy and John and their families.
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From the Treasurer

As your newly appointed treasurer I would like to say thank you for your trust in me.
I would also like to make sure everyone is aware of the procedures set by the IAS by-laws.
The only officer who can accept money of any kind is the Financial Secretary, their job is to collect and record all funds of the IAS.
They will in turn give the collected funds to the treasurer, who will provide a receipt to the FS for said funds. The treasurer will
deposit the funds into the proper IAS account and provide a bank receipt for same at the next meeting. The treasurer will also
disperse funds as authorized when they are provided with a completed voucher for payment with the proper receipt.
All this means is that if you are paying dues or making a donation it must be given to the FS only, no other officer can accept
money or checks for any reason.
If you are requesting payment for goods or services you must complete a voucher and turn it in to the treasurer, who is the only
officer authorized to make payments.
Submitted by Mike Bromley

The Princess Diaries, continued . . . September 2011
Heartfelt condolences to TIAS Teen
Princess 2005 Sara Rhodes, her mother
Pam Sabiston Rhodes, and their entire
family on the loss of Pam’s mother,
Marguerite Copeland Sabiston.
Marguerite, who would have been 92 this
November, passed unexpectedly but
peacefully in her sleep at home, where she
lived with Pam’s brother, in Morehead City, NC. Luckily, Pam
had just seen her the weekend before. As Pam’s fellow An Cor
Rud dance mom Erin Howerton-Dail relates, Marguerite
“absolutely loved watching her granddaughter [Sara] dance –
Sara was the bright twinkle in her eye, and she was a lovely
beautiful lady, as is her daughter [Pam], with an endlessly giving
heart.” What a lovely testimony!
Congratulations to TIAS Adult Princess 2008 Katie Morse and
her entire family on the return this summer of her brother
Matthew Morse, a US Marine Corps officer, from deployment.
We are overjoyed you all have him back safe and sound. And
Happy Birthday to Katie, an August baby, as well!
Congratulations to TIAS Adult Princess 2001 Danielle
Donovan Dunn on the sixth birthday of her sweet Cecilia Rose!
Hard to believe that six years ago we were all celebrating with a
baby shower for Danielle. We just didn’t expect Cecilia to be
delivered the same night! Best present ever!!! Congratulations

PROJECT CHILDREN
Once again 10 kids from Derry, Ireland
traveled to Va. Beach from D.C./Maryland
area from July 17 to July 24th.
They stayed at Church of the Ascension,
while enjoying trips to Busch Gardens, Water
Country, horse ranch, Autism camp, V.B.
Aquarium, Hoe Down at Farmer’s Market,
just to mention a few activities.
Project Children Coordinator and past
President of Irish American Society, Mike
Bromley was “chief cook” all week, making
breakfast every morning, several lunches and dinners.
The kids made Irish Soda Bread and served it with tea after
Liturgies July 24th.
Mike has been involved with Project Children for 11 years. He has
received generous donations from IAS, which actively supports
Project Children.
Pictured with Mike are: Adam, Christopher, David, Edwina,
Victoria, Erin, Hiliary, Ryan, Thomas and Aine.

ALSO to Danielle on getting ANOTHER promotion and raise!
Way to go, girleen, and well-deserved for all your hard work and
talent! Danielle is now Supervisor of the inside investigators of
the Special Investigations Unit (SIU) for GEICO Region 7 (VA &
NC). Sounds like a TV show, doesn’t it?!
Congratulations also to TIAS Adult Princess 2005 Carrie
McCabe Gordon who celebrated her second wedding
anniversary this month with hubby Brian! Carrie and Brian, in
turn, also celebrated the first birthday of their handsome and
happy little man Ian! Best wishes to all of Clan Gordon.
YAY!!! Great news - a little bird tells me that IAS Multicultural
Alliance of VA Irish Princess 2000 Amanda Aasheim Knapp, her
husband Steven, and their newborn daughter Josie have
relocated to our area and will be living somewhere in Norfolk
now! Brand new grandparents Lars & Rusty and Auntie Carlyn
must be delighted as well. We hope to see the entire extended
family out at IAS events soon!
Welcome back to TIAS Adult Princess 2007 Erin Morrissey!
Erin went on a trip to Utah earlier this month. As Secretary of her
FOP Lodge and a Director of the Virginia FOP, she attended the
60th National Fraternal Order of Police Conference and
Exposition in Salt Lake City. The National FOP holds this
conference every two years. Erin was also able to do some
genealogy research while she was there. We certainly hope this
extremely hard-working colleen was also able to fit in some
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HURLEY HAPPENINGS
Joint IAS-HRHC Hooley

at AJ Gator's
after Edward Brash's
presentation about
Hurling
at the August
Meeting

Thanks to Erin Morrissey for the pictures!

