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President's Corner
Dear Fellow Irish American Society members,
This month, I would like to discuss three things
with you in my letter to the membership.
First of all, there will be a 2nd annual Celtic
Night at the Beach taking place at the Virginia
BeachOceanfront, 24th Street Park on Atlantic Ave,
,
on Sunday, July 3rd from 4 – 10 pm! Please come
out and enjoy the fun, celebrate our shared heritage,
and represent the IAS! Our Society has been active
in this community for over three decades now, and
it would be nice to show up full force and
demonstrate our love of all things Irish. Please
wear your favorite summer-appropriate Irish gear,
including any IAS sashes, pins, t-shirts, or hats
you may have.
This is a free family-friendly event with activities
for all ages. Jack Quinn’s Irish Pub is the sponsor,
so food and drink will be for sale from their area.
There will also be Celtic vendors as well as various
Celtic organizations in addition to us represented
there; PLEASE feel free to lend us a hand giving
people a warm Irish welcome at our IAS table! Here
is the up-to-date stage schedule I just got from John
Ickes, who is the organizer of this event:
Celtica
• 3:00 PM!
Scottish Dance Theater of Virginia
• 3:50 PM!
Cindy Kays
• 4:05 PM!
Scottish Dance Theater of Virginia
• 5:00 PM!
Glasgow Kiss
• 5:15 PM!
An Cor Rud Irish step dancers
• 6:15 PM!
Celtica
• 6:30 PM!
An Cor Rud Irish step dancers
• 7:15 PM!
Cindy Kays
• 7:30 PM!
An Cor Rud Irish step dancers
• 8:15 PM!
• 8:30 PM ! Glasgow Kiss
An Cor Rud Irish step dancers
• 9:15 PM!
Celtica
• 9:30 PM!
Secondly, PLEASE come out to our July meeting
on Thursday, July 7th. We are very fortunate that
Mike Bromley obtained a true scholar to come speak
to us for this meeting! Dr. Steven Farrell will be
presenting on the topic of "The Fighting Irish on
Film: Famous Fight Scenes in Films about the Irish
and Irish Americans.” Dr. Farrell is a very
accomplished public speaker, with many
publications to his name. You can visit his website
to learn more about him.: < http://www.celticbadgerontheborder.com/>.
Dr. Farrell is driving up from South Carolina to
speak to us and is bringing along editions of four of
his Irish-themed books to sell. These will be
available for purchase to our members at $15 per

book, which is a discount from the usual price.
Correct change would be much appreciated. I am
sure Dr. Farrell would be happy to sign any copies
purchased - some early Christmas shopping,
perhaps?! Let’s send Dr. Farrell home with a much
lighter car and lots of gas money for his efforts to
entertain and educate us!
• Zen Babe (a Babe Ruth and Japan novel)
• Liverpool Roared (a Beatles novel)
• The Bowery Ripper on the Loose (a Jack the Ripper
novel)
• Farrell's Irish Papers (a collection of essays &
stories with Irish themes)
And third of all, PLEASE find ways to contribute
your time and energy to revitalizing the IAS we all
belong to and love. TEAMWORK is what makes
any organization strong. No matter what your age,
no matter what percent Irish you are, no matter how
many or how few years you have been a member,
we can ALL improve the IAS by making
contributions of time and energy. We realize people
are busy, that family comes first, that people get sick,
that different people have different talents and
abilities, and that some months are better than
others. In light of that, here are some suggestions of
things to do as often as you are able:
• Recruit new members
• Attend the monthly meetings
• Bring guests to support our speakers
• Attend the social activities
• Submit articles, pictures, or other items to the
newsletter
• Suggest Irish speakers/topics for the meetings
• Donate gently-used Irish books & periodicals
to our IAS library
• Share ideas with your Board
• Post Irish tidbits on our Facebook page
• Join a committee to volunteer
• Bring Irish soda bread or other goodies to a
meeting
• Renew your membership each year
There are so many ways to help out, and helping
out is the Irish way. As the saying goes, many hands
make light work. ALL efforts are appreciated, so
thank you very much for all you have each done for
the IAS and all your future efforts as well.
Lá Grianstad an Shamridh Sona Daoibh!
Slán go fóill!
(Happy Summer Solstice! ‘Bye for now!)

Lynnette

m
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CELTIC KITCHEN
What Irish person doesn’t love potatoes?! Not
surprisingly, my family loves potato salad, so I have
been experimenting with ways to make it more
healthy and less fattening. I came up with this,
which everyone seems to love. There is basically no
fat in it, so it has to have way fewer calories than
any of the normal kinds. Try it at your summer cook
outs and picnics. Enjoy! !
LYNNETTE'S TRICOLOR
LO-CAL POTATO SALAD
2 medium sweet potatoes, peeled & rinsed
4 large white baking potatoes, peeled & rinsed
6 red potatoes, unpeeled & scrubbed (The skins
add nice color, texture, and vitamins!)
cider vinegar or white vinegar
salt & black pepper
2 medium yellow onions, peeled
6-8 stalks of celery
1 pint no fat sour cream
1 large spoonful of no fat or low fat mayo
Cut all three kinds of potatoes into bite size chunks;
boil in well-salted water until fork tines easily go
through a chunk of white or red potato. Drain in a
colander, and then pour several splashes of vinegar
over potatoes and toss in colander; repeat to make
sure all the potatoes have been "rinsed" in the
vinegar. Shake colander to drain off all excess
liquid. Put potatoes in large bowl, and allow to cool
completely. Shake salt and black pepper liberally
over the potatoes to taste.
Meanwhile, cut the onions into quarters and then use
a food processor to finely mince the onions. Dump
this on top of potatoes, and level off so they are
spread over top of bowl contents. Remove leaves
and ends from the celery and dice stalks into small
pieces; you can add more or less celery, depending

on what you like.
Spread celery bits
evenly over top of
bowl.
Dump all of the sour
cream and mayo into
the bowl, and use a large
wooden spoon to spread over the whole top of the
bowl evenly. Then use the large wooden spoon to
fold the ingredients as you turn the bowl. Continue
until the sour cream and mayo are evenly distributed
throughout bowl, coating the potatoes. Make sure
the onions, celery, and black pepper are evenly
distributed through the mix as well.
The sweet potatoes will break down and become part
of the coating, giving it a nice color, while the white
and red potatoes stay more solid. I would not use
more sweet potato than suggested above, as their
softness and flavor will alter the consistency and
taste if you increased them. I think less would be
ok, but I wouldn't leave them out, because they are
very good for you and do add nice color and coating.
Cover with plastic wrap until ready to serve; I
usually make mine the day ahead to save time &
kitchen space. This recipe makes a huge bowl to
serve at big family gatherings, but you could easily
halve the recipe for smaller groups and/or if you
don’t want any leftovers.
This month’s recipe was submitted by Lynnette Fitch
Brash, but we would welcome recipe submissions from
ANY AND ALL Irish American Society members for the
Celtic Kitchen column! Got a dish that always gets
compliments? Share your recipe along with a little
background history with the rest of the IAS! Send
submissions to our editor, Lori Shea.

Meeting Minutes June 2011
! Meeting called to order by Lynette Brash 7:10pm
! She asked if anyone brought a guest. Would like
to see membership increased.
! Floor was open for birthdays, anniversaries, new
members......
! Still working on Bridge Club
! Thank you to Daniel Fahey for donating more
Irish books.
! Lynette mentioned Linda Batten absent from
meeting due to grandson’s birthday
! Lynette congratulated Mike & Mary Ann Bromley
on grandson Logan’s graduation from
kindergarten!
! Joe Brady gave Treasurer’s report:
! Checking $532.19
! Savings $637.87
! Joe mentioned IAS fishing trip...
! Lynette said a Saturday afternoon would be best
for this. More info. July meeting.
! Joe said C.P. Shuckers has new menu.........all you
can eat flounder $11.95
! Scottish Society of Tidewater having WILLIAM
WALLACE DAY 8/20/11 (more info. next
meeting)
! Lynette reminded us of upcoming IAS events:
! JULY – Guest speaker....Dr. Steven Farrell

presenting “The Fighting Irish on Film”

! AUGUST – “Irish Hurling”....guests from The
Hampton Roads Hurling Club

! Future meetings – Joe Brady presents “Irish
Castles”

Possible – Irish brewing
!
! Lynette thanked Eileen Collins, who was not
feeling well, for setting up beautiful refreshment
table.
! Meeting adjourned 7:30pm
! Presentation “Irish Water Spaniels (what poodles
want to be)” by David West & Izabela Cieszynski
and their 2 Irish Water dogs, Rori & Zaba.
! Wonderful slide presentation: about dogs coming
to Ireland with original Celtic groups, dogs are
great retrievers & hunters......can retrieve ducks
from ocean with their webbed feet helping them
swim easier. Good family dogs, great with kids,
live to be about 14 years old & are one of the most
endangered breeds.
! Presentation ended 8:10pm
! Thank you to all who brought desserts......greatly
appreciated once again!
! Thanks to all who brought desserts....they are
greatly appreciated.
Submitted by: Mary Ann Bromley
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CU CORNER!
Irish Water Spaniels
If you missed our June 2011 meeting, you REALLY missed a
very special presentation. Our guests, David West and his wife
Izabela Cieszynski, presented on the Irish Water Spaniel dog
breed, and they brought their two Irish Water Spaniels, Rori and
Zaba, along with them. These dogs were beautiful, wellbehaved, sweet, calm, and friendly. I think everyone at the
meeting just fell in love with them!
I would like to summarize a bit of the information I learned
from David and Iza’s
presentation for those of you
who weren’t there. I would
also like to encourage you, if
you are looking for a family
pet for your children or
grandchildren, to give
serious consideration to this
wonderful breed.
Unfortunately, it is an
endangered breed, as are 5
other of the 9 Irish dog
breeds.
Here are some points David and Iza covered regarding Irish
Water Spaniels:
• Irish Water Spaniels are SMART – used as drug dogs and
rescue dogs in Ireland
• Have saved people from drowning and also from dying in
blinding snowstorms
• Nicknamed “Bog Dog” – great retrievers for marshy areas –
love water – webbed feet
• Part of Irish history – probably came over to Ireland from
Iberian penninsula with Gaels who settled in Ireland
• GREAT family pets – very tolerant of young children and
loyal to family members
• Hypoallergenic waterproof double coats - fine in the
Virginia summer heat,
as long as you shave
them down
•Need lots of exercise
– very energetic

• Some North American and European breeds have IWS in
their family trees
• Life expectancy 15-18 years; prone to hip dysplasia and
some cancers
Inspired by the
presentation, I visited
the American Kennel
Club (AKC) website to
learn more about Irish
Water Spaniels.
<http://www.akc.org/
breeds/
irish_water_spaniel/>.
Here are some more
details I found
particularly interesting:
• “A dog of ancient
lineage, there is
evidence of Irish
Water Spaniel-type remains going back as far as the 7th and
8th centuries AD. In the late 1100’s, dogs found in southern
Ireland below the River Shannon were called Shannon
Spaniels, Rat-Tail Spaniels or Whip-Tail Spaniels, among other
things.”
• They have a clownish sense of humor and are the largest of
the spaniels
• Bred not to bark excessively, but can be trained to be good
guard dogs
• Gundog bred to retrieve fowl on land as well as water
David and Iza mentioned that there is an Irish Water Spaniel
website that lists IWS breeders. <http://iwsca.webs.com/>.
There are actually quite a few IWS breeders in our Mid-Atlantic
region! By all means, check out these websites to learn more,
and consider contacting these IWS breeders if you are interested
in these wonderful IRISH dogs!

You can also e-mail Heather at h.burns@charter.net .
Heather will be doing this monthly feature for us from now
on, so PLEASE feel free to submit news and/or pictures
relating to Irish breed or Irish-owned dogs to her!
(Note: Cu is Gaelic for dog!)
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FRESH EIRE
Keeping up with Irish Events!
By Lynette Gilmour Crouch

Imagine Ireland… A Year of Irish Arts in America
A year-long celebration of Irish arts events in the United States
called Imagine Ireland was recently launched by the Irish
Government. Actor and Irish cultural ambassador Gabriel Byrne
made formal announcements of the project at events held in New
York at the Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts and in Washington
at the Irish Ambassador’s residence. The Irish Government is
investing $5.3 million in the program that will present 400 Irish arts
events across the United States throughout 2011.
Working with presenters and producers across the US, more than
2000 Irish artists and ensembles across multiple art forms, Imagine
Ireland brings to American audiences a wealth of contemporary
creators and a calendar of culture which will reshape and
reinvigorate notions of Ireland, what it means to be Irish and the
potential for Ireland into the future. Events, to be held in 40 states,
will include theater, dance, literature, music, film and visual arts.
More than 2,000 artists will participate in the yearlong 40-state
Imagine Ireland project.
Speaking at the event in Washington, DC, Mr. Byrne praised the
Irish imagination and encouraged Americans of all generations to
imagine Ireland for themselves, stating that Ireland’s culture has
been consistently evolving: only a culture which changes remains
alive; its breath and influence is universal. Consider the stark beauty
of early monastic poetry, the subversive ballads and love songs of a
repressed Gaelic culture, or the monumental reimagining of an
enforced language. Irish artists such as Joyce, Beckett and Yeats
spoke from a native imagination to a universal audience. Subversion

in art and thus reality was their ambition. In their work they held a
mirror up to nature. Today’s artists draw upon that massive
inheritance, yet speak with a new voice that is of today, yesterday and
tomorrow. Theirs is an inevitable, ever changing voice that
recognizes kinship of reality and imagination.
Also speaking at the launch, Ambassador Collins said: One of the
great strengths Ireland has is our culture. Indeed, at the Global Irish
Economic Forum that took place in Dublin in September 2009, our
culture became the story as something that is uniquely and
exclusively ours. The name Imagine Ireland evokes the Irish
imagination that for centuries has created works of art and culture
that resonate with people all around the world. It is also an invitation
to America to renew its close ties with Ireland, and to experience
what Ireland has to offer through this celebration of Irish arts.
Since its establishment in 2005, Culture Ireland has developed
projects and relationships with a range of cultural institutions,
festivals, venues and promoters across the US, providing a strong
foundation on which the proposed program has taken shape. The
Department of Foreign Affairs, with the Irish Embassy in Washington
and Consulates‐General in the U.S., are working closely with Culture
Ireland as key partners in the delivery of the project. In March 2009,
in his speech in New York launching the Ireland‐U.S. Strategic Policy
Review, Taoiseach Brian Cowen requested that Culture Ireland mount
a series of strategic events in the United States. At the White House in
March 2010, he announced that this season of Irish arts, Imagine
Ireland, would take place in 2011.
Culture Ireland’s CEO, Eugene Downes, speaking at the launch
said: With Imagine Ireland, we want to take Ireland’s contemporary
cultural presence in the US to the next level. We hope this program,
presenting renowned artists and ensembles alongside some of our
most exciting emerging voices, will seed relationships with new
audiences and partners that will grow in the coming years.
Schedules and full details of Imagine Ireland can be found on
www.imagineireland.ie and will be available on
www.hiberniandigest.com.
Reprinted from, Hibernian Digest www.hiberniandigest.com , original
publication date Tuesday, February 8th, 2011

Poetry Corner
The Heritage to the Race of Kings
This heritage to the race of kings
Their children and their children’s seed
Have wrought their prophecies in deed
Of terrible and splendid things.
The hands that fought, the hearts that broke
In old immortal tragedies,
These have not failed beneath the skies,
Their children’s heads refuse the yoke.
And still their hands shall guard the sod
That holds their father’s funeral urn,
Still shall their hearts volcanic burn
With anger of the sons of God.
No alien sword shall earn as wage
The entail of their blood and tears,
No shameful price for peaceful years
Shall ever part this heritage.

Joseph Mary Plunkett (Irish Seosamh Máire Pluincéid,
21 November 1887 – 4 May 1916) was an Irish nationalist, poet,
journalist, and a leader of the 1916 Easter Rising.
He was a close friend of Thomas MacDonagh and Padraic Pearse,
noted Irish poets. He was for a short while editor of the literary
publication, the Irish Review. Along with MacDonagh and Edward
Martyn, he co-founded the Irish Theatre.
During the 1916 Rising he was one of the signers of the Proclamation
of the Irish Republic. Shortly before his execution in the courtyard of
Kilmainham Gaol, on the morning of May 4th, he married his fiance,
Grace Gifford, in the jail's chapel. He died at the age of 28.
submitted by Joe Brady
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T he PrincessDiaries, continued . . . July 2011
Our newest little Irish Princess has
arrived! Tiny raven-haired beauty
Josephine Carolyn Knapp arrived
exactly one month early on June 12th
about 10:15 pm via emergency C-section.
She weighed in at 5 lbs. 10 oz. and was
19.5 inches long. First-time parents
Amanda Aasheim Knapp and her
husband Steven are delighted to relate
that all are doing very well! Amanda was
our MAVA Irish Princess in 2000 and also
danced for An Cor Rud. Congratulations to former TIAS members
Rusty and Lars Aasheim on the safe arrival of their first grandchild.
Congratulations to TIAS Teen Princess 2004 Maura Flatley and the
entire Flatley family on the graduation of her sister Aileen from
Catholic High School! Both Aileen and Maura are championship Irish
step dancers with An Cor Rud (a.k.a. The Reel Thing School of
Traditional Irish Dance). Aileen will be going to Radford University
in the fall.
Congratulations also to TIAS Adult Princess 2000 Lynnette Fitch
Brash, her sister Dawn, and the entire Fitch family on the graduation
of Dawn’s daughter Dominique from Kempsville High School,
where Dominique was a force to be reckoned with on the girls’ soccer
team and also was on the yearbook staff. Dominique will be
attending Old Dominion University in the fall and living on campus.
Happy Birthday to TIAS Teen Princess 2005 Sara Rhodes, who was
born in early June roughly two decades ago! She must have gotten
her sunny personality from the sunny season!
Happy Belated Birthday wishes to TIAS Adult Princesses Kate
Collins O’Neill (2010) who celebrated a birthday in May in Bella
Italia! Her birthday managed to sneak by us now that she is overseas,
but how could it not have been absolutely fabulous in ITALY???!!!
Saw it on Facebook – Cupcakes for a Cause! TIAS Adult Princess
2008 Katie Morse is supporting another great cause – please support
her in this endeavor! She posted, “In July, I will be biking 100 miles

with Bike to the Beach to raise awareness and funds for Autism
Speaks… Please consider donating to this important cause! Thank
you!” Good on ya, Katie – the world would be a much better place if
more people were like you and worked so hard for the good of
others. Here’s the link to Katie’s donation page. https://
www.transactionserver1.com/individual-fundraising/katiemorse/
And if that isn’t enough to convince you to support the cause, Katie
also wrote, “For your contribution, you will receive (either in person
or by mail) delicious homemade (by me) baked goods! … post or
message me with your address and any allergies you have. The list of
what each donation amount will "buy" you is listed below:
$ 15 -- 1 dozen cookies including delivery
$ 30 -- 1 dozen cupcakes including delivery
$ 50 -- 2 dozen cupcakes or a cake including delivery
$ 75 -- 1 loaf of zucchini bread & 2 dozen cookies including delivery
$100 -- 2 loaves of zucchini bread including delivery”
Congratulations to TIAS Teen Princess 2010 Sarah Brash who had
several solos in her final Governor’s School of the Arts performance
for the year. The GSA Vocal Music Department presented an Opera
Scenes Concert in early June at the University Theater of the Old
Dominion University Campus. Brava, Sarah!
Best of luck to our TIAS Teen Princesses Maggie Wilcox (2008),
Sara Rhodes (2005), and Maura Flatley (2004), all of whom are
competing the last weekend of June in the North American Irish
Dance Championships at the spectacular Gaylord Opryland Resort
& Convention Center in Nashville, TN. Their teacher, Heather
Mailey-Esposito of An Cor Rud, and parents must be very proud, as
are we! Bring home some hardware, ladies!!!
Congratulations to TIAS Adult Princess 2004 Lynette Gilmour
Crouch who is now working for S&E Sports Management! They are
a local company who organizes sports tournaments in our area and
provides a variety of services to tournament hosts and participants.
Lynette’s experience in the hotel business and her networking skills
will surely be very helpful to them.

IN THE SPOTLIGHT

moved to VA & met her husband Larry while working as a waitress
in Vienna, Va. They married in 1976. Larry was a widower with 4
children. Nora and Larry were blessed with 4 more children, but
sadly their 10 week old baby boy died. Larry served his country in
the U.S. Navy aboard the USS Midway. He then worked as an
engineer for Sperry Univac. He was born in New York, but his
mother was born in County Mayo and father in County Cork. Nora
has traveled to England, Scotland and of course Ireland. She has 2
brothers and 2 sisters living in Ireland, whom she visits often. Her
youngest son became an Irish citizen and lived in Ireland for 2 years.
The best “travel time” was when Nora and Larry sold their house,
bought an R.V. and as Nora said “R.V..ed” it across America for 10
years! They went from Maine to Florida, Alaska to California. Nora
said they traveled to ALMOST every state. What an adventure! In
January 2011, they bought a house in the Hilltop section of V.B. and
have “settled down”. In her spare time, Nora likes to read and bake
for her 13 grandchildren. She also babysits for her grandkids quite
often. She drives home bound seniors to doctor’s appointments,
shopping trips, etc.
You will see Nora at our monthly meetings, Finnegan’s Wake,
Christmas parties, St. Patrick’s parade, etc. It was because of Nora
that Mike Bromley took an interest in and joined IAS......and we all
know how that turned out!! Nora and Larry were honored to be
chosen “IAS Couple of the Year 2001”. Way to go Donnelly’s! We are
happy to have Nora and Larry as members of IAS. May God
continue to bless this wonderful Irish couple!

by Maryann Bromley
Let’s meet.....NORA DONNELLY, a member
of the Irish American Society for over 17 years!
Nora heard about us through Maureen Honore
and the late Father Quinn at church of the Ascension. She decided to
try a meeting, liked meeting many Irish from New York
and.....became a member!
Nora was born in Bandon, County Cork, Ireland July 22, 1944, one
of 9 children! Her Dad came to America in 1922, but since jobs were
scarce back then, he returned to Ireland, bought a farm and enjoyed
farming all his life. Her mother was a full time house wife. Nora
remembers growing up with no electricity, no indoor bathrooms, and
getting water from the well. Her Dad brought butter home from the
creamery and she took it to the pond to keep it cold. Tragically,
Nora’s Dad was thrown off a horse at around age 50 and died. He
was a big fan of Michael Collins and ironically this accident
happened on August 22nd, the anniversary of Michael Collins
shooting in County Cork!
After primary school, when she was 18, Nora came to America on
her first plane ride. She lived in New York and worked for the
telephone company. Nora said what a contrast from a farm girl in
Ireland to the big city of New York. I can just imagine! About a year
and half later, she went home, but in 1968 returned to America, living
in Washington DC, working as a waitress for Hot Shoppes. Nora
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Hurley Happenings
This month, I wanted to bring you up to date on some of the
progress that we have made in the development of the Hampton
Roads Hurling Club, and also to give you a bit of background on and
information about the All-Ireland Senior Hurling Championships,
which will be taking place over the summer months.
Thanks to the recruiting efforts of not only club members, but
several people within the TIAS as well, we have increased our
numbers significantly in the last couple of months – thank you for
your interest and your assistance! There are a total of about a dozen
players who have come out to practice now, and in fact a couple of
weeks ago we had our first miniscrimmage - that was definitely a good
bit of fun!
Just to remind you, we practice on
Sunday afternoons at 1pm at the
Thomas Eaton Middle School, which is
near Coliseum Mall in Hampton. We
look forward, as well, to perhaps
beginning to alternate Sunday practices
between the peninsula and the south
side. Also, we have begun having more
regular practices on Wednesday
evenings – we plan to have these now at
Larkspur Middle School. Please keep
an eye on our Facebook page: (http://
www.facebook.com/home.php?
sk=group_145163505388) for more
information on the practice schedule. I
should point out as well that thanks in part to a generous donation
from the Newport News Police Pipes, Drums, and Dancers, we now
have a fairly decent supply of extra hurls, sliotars, and other
equipment that brand new players can use if they want to come out
and try this exciting sport! Remember, we are all just learning, and
we definitely will make any and all new hurlers feel welcome.
One of the best ways to get a sense of the excitement of hurling is
to watch some of the best players in the world compete for the title of
national champion at the All-Ireland Senior Hurling Championships.
The ultimate prize – the Liam McCarthy Cup – is awarded to the
winner of the final match, which will be held this year on September
4th, at Croke Park in Dublin. However, the process of determining the
winner is long and arduous one, and in fact matches have already
begun, and will continue over the rest of the summer.
While hurling is practiced in every corner of Ireland, the strongest
teams today come from the southern part of the country, in the
historic provinces of Leinster and Munster. Indeed, the All-Ireland
winner has come from these two provinces a total of 119 times in the
123 year history of the championship! As a result, the so-called “Tier
1” All-Ireland Championship – the highest level – features teams that

are mostly from these regions. Indeed, the All-Ireland championship
begins by first determining the Leinster and Munster provincial
champions. This year, there are nine teams that will vie the title of
Leinster champion – Kilkenny, Galway, Dublin, Wexford, Laois,
Offaly, Carlow, Westmeath, and
Antrim. If you look carefully, you
might notice that not all of those
counties are normally considered
part of Leinster! This is because the
qualifying system for the Leinster
championship is not unlike, for
example, English premier league
football, where each year one or two
teams are promoted to the upper
division, which poorer teams might
be relegated to a lower division. A
similar process happens in hurling,
as well.
Because of its perennial
dominanceance (having won 32 AllIreland titles – more than any other
county), Kilkenny receives each year
an automatic berth in the Leinster
semi-final round. After preliminary and quarter-final matches earlier
this spring, they were joined by Dublin, Galway, and Wexford in the
semi-finals. Kilkenny and Dublin were both successful in their
matches, and will meet in the Leinster final on July 3rd, 2011, in Croke
Park.
In the Munster provincial championship, teams from Tipperary,
Cork, Waterford, Limerick, and Clare faced off; Tipperary and
Waterford will face one another in the final on July 10th, 2011, with the
location to be decided still.
One interesting aspect of the All-Ireland
Championships, however, is that all is not lost
if a team is eliminated from the provincial
championships. In fact, it is a sort of “double
elimination” type of tournament, where teams
have a so-called “back door” method of getting
to the All-Ireland finals if they lose earlier in
the provincial tournaments. In the end, the
All-Ireland semi-finals feature the two winners
of the Leinster and Munster tournaments
pitted against two other teams that earned a
spot through this secondary path for teams
that were eliminated earlier on.
I realize this might be a bit hard to follow! It
is all explained in great detail and with some nice charts that you can
print out to follow the tournament on the GAA website, at: http://
www.gaa.ie/content/downloads/wallcharts/
hurling_wallchart_2011.pdf
It can be a bit difficult to find the hurling matches being broadcast
live. Your best bet is to look on the GAA website for information on
where you can find live streaming broadcasts online.
Finally, I wanted to mention that the Hampton Roads Hurling Club
will have a table and demonstration area at the upcoming Celtic
Night at the Beach, sponsored by Jack Quinn’s Irish Pub, which will
be held on July 3rd, 2011, from 4pm-10pm at the 24th Street area of the
Virginia Beach Oceanfront. There will be live Celtic music, good
food, and good fun, and you can come out and try your hand at
hurling at the same time!
Submitted by Edward Brash

