
The Irish American 
Society of

Tidewater, Virginia, 
was established in 
1980 to promote
and preserve Irish 

culture, and all things 
distinctly Irish.

Membership is open
to persons of Irish

birth or ancestry, as
well as those

persons who have
an interest in Irish 
history and culture.

Meetings are held
the first Thursday

of every month at the
Church of the 

Ascension  
Community Center

4853 Princess
Anne Rd 

Virginia Beach, VA.
Doors open at

6:30 p.m.,
the meeting usually 
gets underway at

7:00 p.m.,
ending at 9:00 p.m.
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The Irish Connection

Dear Fellow Irish American Society members,

May was a merry month, indeed!  I would be 
remiss not to mention the wonderful Birthday Party 
held at Murphy’s Grand Irish Pub at the oceanfront 
in honor of long-time IAS member Hamilton “Sully” 
Sullivan’s 90th!  (see pictures on page 6) Sully’s son 
Frank and daughter-in-law Pam organized it all the 
way from Texas, with the help of Murphy’s own 
master scheduler Chip.  Many thanks to all the IAS 
members who showed up to help celebrate, and 
especially to IAS Teen Princess 2005 Meagan 
Oglethorpe for putting on a fantastic display of Irish 
step dancing for Sully and guests.  Thanks as well to 
Edward Brash and John McGlynn for providing the 
excellent live Irish music for everyone.  Edward 
even did a bit of Cajun music in honor of Sully’s 
roots in New Orleans, and don’t you know that got 
Sully himself up on the dance floor!  What a brilliant 
day it was!  In light of this very special occasion, I 
have named Sully an Honorary Chieftain of the IAS.  
Please make sure to congratulate Sully the next time 
you see him!

We hope you have been enjoying our monthly 
Irish-themed programs.  Please continue to make an 
effort to support them with your presence at 
meetings – and remember our new IAS goal of 
everyone recruiting at least one new member by the 
end of the summer!  Bringing a guest with you to 
the meetings is a good way to start!  Also let us 
know if you have any leads for good Irish-themed 
programs we could line up for later this year.  We 
currently are on the lookout for ideas for the fall and 
winter months.

Genealogy is an amazing thing, and we hope to 
put together some activities for our own members 
relating to doing family research in the upcoming 
months.  PLEASE step forward if you have any 
ideas on this topic!  Volunteers as well as ideas are 
always welcome!

As promised, we also are building a list of IAS 
members interested in organizing a bridge club.  
Please let me know if you would like to be added to 
the list.  Perhaps if some of you experts are willing 
to teach the newbies, we can get a bigger pool of 
players together.

In closing, I would like to congratulate our newest 
members and 2010/2011 IAS Thomas Porter 
Memorial Scholarship awardees:  Bridget 
Handrahan, Andrew Petrey, Lauren Ragland, and 
Kimberly Topping.  All four are seniors at the Global 
Studies & World Languages Academy in Virginia 
Beach, and they (along with two other GSWLA 
students who did not apply for the scholarship) are 
doing a dual enrollment course on Ireland through 
TCC.  Because we did not disburse any scholarship 
money last year, we gave out twice as much this 
year, so each of the four students received $125 to 
help cover their $407 tuition.  All six of the GSWLA 
students traveled to Ireland with TCC’s Professor 
Doris Jellig in May, as did IAS Adult Princess 2009 
Dr. Maureen Cahill and I.  More on those adventures 
next month!

Looking forward to lots of good Irish fun with 
everyone this summer! promote and preserve our 
shared Irish culture.

Slán go fóill!
(Bye for now!)

Our next meeting:
June 2, 2011

        Lynnette    m

CEAD MILE FAILTE!

One hundred thousand welcomes to all new 
Tidewater Irish American Society members!

We look forward to enjoying fun 
and friendship with you

in the coming months and years!

Bridget Handrahan
Andrew Petrey
Lauren Ragland

Kimberly Topping

By IAS Membership Chair,
Betsy Rivers-Kennedy



 Page - 2 June 2011

The Irish American 
Society of 
Tidewater

P.O. Box 9614
Virginia Beach, VA 

23450

OFFICERS

 President
  Lynnette Fitch Brash

 Vice President
   Lynette Gilmour Crouch

 Treasurer
  Joseph Brady
   757-430-3803

 Secretary
 MaryAnn Bromleyl
 Financial Secretary

Kerry Sinclair

MEMBERSHIP
Betsy Kennedy

HOSPITALITY
George & Eileen Collins
Rick & Linda Tredinnick

SUNSHINE 
COMMITTEE

Maureen Honore

NEWSLETTER
Lori Shea, editor
lorishea@aol.com

INTERNET NEWS
Vera Dotson

WEBMASTER
Michael Lawler

WEB SITE
IRLUSA.org

Meeting Minutes  May 2011

! Meeting called to order by Lynette Brash 7:05pm
! She wished everyone a “Happy Cinco de 

Mayo”...said Chieftain’s new CD Tribute to Irish 
soldiers in Mexico (“St. Patrick’s Brigade”)

! Caeli dancing after meeting with Jack & Betsy 
Kennedy

! Hamilton Sullivan celebrating his 90th B.D. at 
Murphy’s Irish Pub 5/7. Members encouraged to 
go @ 5pm for cake, drinks, music, dancing, etc.

! Daniel Fagan donated 3 Irish books to IAS
! Lynette would like to see more Irish content in 

newsletter.  Anyone wishing to contribute send 
info. to Lori Shea...also would like membership to 
increase.

! There will be a presentation on Irish themes at IAS 
meetings each month. Steve Farrell guest speaker 
at JULY meeting.

! There WILL be a July AND August IAS meeting
! Bridge club to be formed soon.
! Glasgow Kiss performing at Jack Quinn’s Irish 

Pub 5/6.
! Floor was open for birthdays, anniversaries, new 

members.
! Joe Brady gave Treasurer’s report:

   $1,114.81 Checking
    $  642.45 Savings

! Spent $500.00 Tom Porter Scholarship Fund

! Joe is working on “fishing trip” this summer 8am-
noon.....$20.00 per person (rod, reel, bait)  

! Also “Flounder night” at Nick’s seafood-Laskin 
Rd. Tues. nights $10.95 per person

! Also Beach Party....possibly at Dam Neck Base
! Kerry Sinclair mentioned if living alone or in 

hospital, have a list of medications, family 
members, living will in packet for outside help.  
Ray Marian told us packets available through 
police/fire depts.. called “File for life”......put 
sticker on front door & packet on refrigerator.

! Mike Bromley working on Genealogy.
! Breakfast winners: Mike & Mary Ann Bromley.
! Meeting adjourned 7:30pm.
! Presentation by Jack & Betsy Kennedy on their 2 

trips to Ireland.  Very informative and humorous 
talk about: Blarney Castle/Stone, Trinity college, 
Book of Kells, driving in Ireland, Cliffs of Mohr, 
Ring of Kerry, New Grange, Giants Causeway, and 
much more! Presentation ended 8:20pm

! Thanks to all who brought desserts....they are 
greatly appreciated.

Submitted by:  Mary Ann Bromley

Well it's that time again......Oh wait...This is my first 
financial input into the IAS newsletter! Here 
goes....Be very wary of advertisements you receive 
promising some great deal on a reverse mortgage or 
that you may have won a lottery that you never 
entered.  I'm sure many of you like Robert Wagner 
from his days on It Takes A Thief or Hart to Hart, 
but when a company is spending that much money 
to do all those advertisements and hire a well-
known actor, they have to be getting it back 
somewhere.  Well, it's in the fees, terms and 
percentages.  If you compare side by side, ten 
different reverse mortgage company proposals, 
through all the legalese (not so easy to read) you can 
see a remarkable difference in what you will be 
charged.  Please make sure you understand the 
costs involved and use a company that won't be 
gouging you. This also goes for some of the 
"Refinance your Mortgage" companies. WATCH 
THOSE FEES! 
Ok, that's it for this month. Have a wonderful 
month!   

COUNTING KERRY -
Financial Tip of the Month

by Kerry Sinclair
Leabharlann (library)

by Jack Kennedy

These books were donated to our library at last 
month's meeting!

mailto:lorishea@aol.com
mailto:lorishea@aol.com
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Congratulations to TIAS Adult Princess 
2005 Carrie McCabe Gordon who was 
just accepted into graduate school at 
Old Dominion University!  Carrie will 
be working on an Ms Ed in 
Instructional Design in the Department 
of STEM Education and Professional 
Studies.  A full-time job, a house, a 
husband, a baby, and now grad school – 
you go, girleen!  We are impressed!!!

Congratulations to TIAS Teen Princess 2010 Sarah Brash who 
was accepted into the Student Training Artistic Residency (S.T.A.R.) 
Program for next school year!  The S.T.A.R. Program is a 
collaboration  between the Virginia Opera and the Governor’s 
School for the Arts, where Sarah is a student in the Vocal Music 
Department.  She will have a paid internship to sing in next year’s 
Hänsel und Gretel opera at the Harrison Opera House in Norfolk.  
Don’t miss her first professional opera gig!

Congratulations to TIAS Teen Princess 2008 Meagan Oglethorpe 
who placed 4th in prelim championship at a recent feis.  Get it, girl!  
Your new competition dress, featuring Newfoundland Irish 
Canadian tartan in honor of your family, is GORGEOUS!!!

Congratulations to TIAS Teen Princess 2005 Sara Rhodes, her 
mom Pam, her dad Kevin, and – most of all – her brother Tyler, 
who just graduated cum laude from Virginia Commonwealth 
University in May!  Tyler earned a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree in 

Kinetic Imaging from the VCU School of the Arts.  Pam says, “One 
down, one to go!”

Happy Birthday wishes to TIAS Adult Princesses Lynette 
Gilmour Crouch (2004) and Erin Morrissey (2007), who celebrated 
birthdays in May!  We hope it was festive and fun for both of you!

Best wishes to TIAS Adult Princess 2001 Danielle Donovan 
Dunn who has recently been suffering from a bout of vertigo.  Hope 
it clears up soon, girleen.

Welcome back to TIAS Adult Princesses 2009 Maureen Cahill, 
2003 Tamara Cervi, and 2000 Lynnette Fitch Brash, all of whom 
visited Ireland this May!  It was a very unique and especially 
historic time to visit Ireland due to the following: the 30th 
anniversary of the H-block Hunger Strikes; a wreath being laid at 
“The Liberator” Daniel O’Connell’s grave in Glasnevin Cemetery on 
the anniversary of his death by a direct descendent of his good 
friend American abolitionist Frederick Douglass; US President 
Barack O’Bama’s first visit to his ancestral home of Moneygall, Co. 
Offaly; and the largest security effort ever by the Republic of Ireland 
on account of the first visit to Ireland in a century by an English 
monarch.  We are sure they all have exciting and interesting 
observations about the goings on!

Check out this article on a Celtic Princess from long ago (609 
B.C.!!!) who was recently discovered in what is now Germany but 
was once the Celtic heartland!  She was wearing gold and amber 
Celtic brooches.  http://www.irishcentral.com/news/
Archaeologists-find-2600-year-old-Celtic-Princess-buried--in-
Germany-121434514.html

T he PrincessDiaries,  continued . . . May 2011

This recipe comes via my mother-in-
law, Betsy Crouch, of Poughkeepsie, 
NY.   Betsy finds the best items while 

volunteering /and sorting books, and I 
am lucky to be on the receiving end of 
one of her little gems--a small homemade 

recipe book titled 'My Favorite Irish 
Recipes--Compliments of the Irish Lady's 
Lunch, 4/18/95'.

Potato Farls

This recipe calls for cooked, mashed potatoes. These should be 
freshly boiled, or, better still, steamed and passed through a food 
mill, and used warm.

2 lb/ 1 kg/ 2 cups mashed potatoes
4 oz/ 125 g/ 1 cup plain flour
2 tbsp butter
salt

Melt the butter and mix into the potatoes with the salt. Work in 
the flour quickly but thoroughly and knead lightly. Divide in two 
and roll out each half on a floured board to form a circle about the 
size of a large dinner plate. Cut in quarters (farls) and cook for 
about 3 minutes on each side in a heavy frying pan in a little 
bacon fat.

CELTIC KITCHEN
by Lynette Gilmour Crouch

Has the season put a spring in your step?!  Come join us at Irish 
ceili class every Sunday evening at 6pm!  No experience is 
required – you don’t even need to bring a partner!  Dances are 
taught and practiced at a beginner level as necessary. Contact 
Lisa for more information and for the summer schedule. Some of 
our latest dances include the 4-Hand Reel, Humors of Bandon, 
Glencar Reel and the Fairy Reel.

Feel free to send Lisa information and pictures relating to Irish 
dancing and Irish dancers for this feature each month!   
lhunt23@cox.net

IRISH DANCING UPDATE

submitted by Lisa Hunt Burgess

mailto:lhunt23@cox.net
mailto:lhunt23@cox.net
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Looking for the perfect gift for that graduate or other special 
occasion?
Tidewater Irish American Society Members get an additional 10% 
off at Norfolk’s very own Erin’s Treasures at the Waterside Festival 
Marketplace, downtown. Owner Sharon Hogan has been a 
longtime supporter of the T.I.A.S.  Please stop by her lovely store 
and be sure to mention the T.I.A.S. for your special discount! 
Support your local Irish business owners! 
If you are more inclined to shop online, here are some super finds!
"A Touch of Ireland" purse
http://www.bradfordexchange.com/products/112159001_.html?
cm_ven=FB-BEX&cm_cat=IrishHandbag-
F35_112159001&cm_pla=IrishArtPurse_Img-full&cm_ite=F35_KW-
Irish_1Step-N_Niche
"May the Road Rise to Meet You" Irish wallet
http://www.bradfordexchange.com/products/109719001_irish-
wallet.html?searchTerm=irish%20wallet&N=8125
Claddagh rings
http://www.bradfordexchange.com/search/Diamond+And
+Emerald+Claddagh+Ring.html

Failte to the Tidewater area’s newest Celtic restaurant, “The 
Highlander”
Serving traditional British Fare from Scotland, Ireland & England. 
Proper Fish-n-Chips-- Fat Chips, Fresh Not Frozen!  The restaurant 
is located  at 676-B N. Witchduck Road, Virginia Beach, VA 23462, 

Phone 757-962-7963, and Open Mon.-Sun. 10 a.m. – 8 p.m. Looking 
forward to my first dining experience there!  Check them out on 
Facebook! 
Visiting the Williamsburg or Richmond area soon?
From www.homestead gardencenter.com
Perhaps the best kept secret of Williamsburg, Virginia, the Ulster 
American Homestead is a family owned and operated garden 
center serving the local gardening community since 2006.
In July 2005 the six members of the Patton family relocated to the 
United States from Northern Ireland (Ulster). Head of the family, 
Joel Patton explains: “Moving to America from our small home 
town back in Ulster where our family had lived for more than 300 
years was a real wrench, but we have no regrets.” The Patton’s 
come to Williamsburg with a wealth of gardening knowledge under 
their belts having successfully operated a garden center back in 
their own country for 40 years.
On January 1st, 2006 they opened the Ulster American Homestead 
Garden Center on a 5 acre site located on Rochambeau Drive, west 
of Williamsburg. It was not long before the garden enthusiasts of the 
Historic Triangle area began to make the new garden center a 
regular place to visit for all their gardening needs.
Family friendliness is a trademark of the garden center, and this 
family whose historical background is firmly rooted in the great 
Ulster-Scot’s migration to America in the 18th Century encapsulates 
this feeling with the description of their garden center as a 
place “Where Traditional Roots Grow!” Customers speak of a 
shopping experience reminiscent of a by-gone age and leave 
the Ulster American Homestead Garden Center with fond 
memories of the unique Ulster accent and charm enlightening their 
day and vowing to return.
***Editor’s note: Lucky for me, my parents, Sandy and Marianne 
Gilmour, live less than 2 miles from this lovely business! We bought 
our last two Christmas trees there, for a very fair price. They even 
tied the tree to our little Honda Civic for us, and we made it home 
to Portsmouth with no problem at all.  Open all year, the center is 
right off of I-64, exit 231-A, Croaker/Norge. Take a right on 
Rochambeau Drive and they are on the left about a mile up the 
road. 

FRESH EIRE
Keeping up with Irish Events!

By Lynette Gilmour Crouch

           CU CORNER! 

You can also e-mail Heather at h.burns@charter.net .  
Heather will be doing this monthly feature for us from 
now on, so PLEASE feel free to submit news and/or 
pictures relating to Irish breed or Irish-owned dogs to 
her!

(Note: Cu is Gaelic for dog!)

Hear all the latest 
about our Hibernian hounds!

“Happy Birthday to our Irish American-
owned "Paddy Pack" parade pups, Maggie 
Morse and Dalriada Brash!! Norfolk 
terrier Mags was born on May 19th, and 
whippet RiRi was born on May 26th.! Hope 
you pretty girls got plenty of steak and 
cake for your special days!
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IN THE SPOTLIGHT

by Maryann Bromley

Let’s meet........LINDA BATTEN a 
member of The Irish American Society for 
over a decade!   She saw a picture of Bill 
Sweeney and read an article in THE 
CLIPPER about the IAS back in 2000.  She 

called Bill to get more information.  Without attending a meeting, 
she sent in her dues and became a member!  Way to go Linda!  At 
her first meeting at the Central Library, she met Jim & Nancy 
Ramsey, who were very “welcoming and friendly” and Linda 
decided to stay with us!

Linda was born in Norfolk, Va. March 13, 1942.  Her Dad was 
also born in Norfolk.  Her mother was born in County Mayo, 
Ireland.  Linda grew up with a brother.  Her Dad was a Merchant 
Marine, stationed in New York.  One day he and a buddy took a 
walk in Central Park and saw two young ladies sitting on a park 
bench, struck up a conversation with them and lo and behold, 
one turned out to be Linda’s future mother!  After they married 
and after the service, Linda’s Dad became a police officer, 
moving to Virginia and retiring as Captain.  

Linda met her husband Gene at Oscar Smith H.S.  After 
graduation, she worked at several secretarial jobs before 
marrying Gene November, 1961.  They will be celebrating 50 
years of wedded bliss this coming November 19th.  
Congratulations to you both!   Gene was in the Army when they 
married, then worked at the Ford Plant for 40 years.  They have a  
son, daughter, grandson and granddaughter.

Linda keeps busy volunteering at 
Oak Wood Nursing Home every 
Tuesday helping with bingo.  She 
has been doing this for 5 years 
now.  She enjoys sports and is the 
first female to join the 
“Chesapeake Sports Club”.  You 
go girl!!
Linda has traveled to Australia, 
New Zealand, Fiji, Amazon Forest 
in Peru, Costa Rica, Hawaii, 
Alaska (where she slept in the Ice 
Hotel) and of course Ireland, 
where her cousins live.  On her 

trip to Ireland, she told me she took 
silk flowers from her mother’s grave and put them on her 
grandmother’s grave in Ireland and without knowing it, it was 
Mother’s Day in Ireland.  Absolutely beautiful!  In 2008, she 
traveled to Honduras for a week on a mission trip with her 
church, Azalea Garden Church of God, to help with the 
International Children’s program, handing out Christmas gift 
bags to the kids.  

Linda is an active member of the IAS.  She was our “Internet 
News” gal for many years.  She said the late Tom Porter kept her 
plenty busy with daily news updates.  Linda was honored to be 
chosen “IAS Woman of the Year 2003”.  You will see Linda and 
Gene at our monthly meetings, Irish breakfasts, Christmas 
parties, picnics, Finnegan’s Wake, etc.  We thank her for her 
dedication to the IAS.  We hope she stays with us for many years.  
May God continue to bless this wonderful Irish woman!

DON’T MISS THE UPCOMING PROGRAMS AT OUR MONTHLY MEETINGS – PUT 
THEM ON YOUR CALENDAR NOW!!!  !

COME ON OUT AND BRING A FRIEND!  EVEN IF YOU CAN'T MAKE IT, PLEASE SPREAD THE WORD SO 
WE HAVE GOOD ATTENDANCE FOR OUR SPEAKERS.

Thursday, June 2nd, 2011 - "Irish Water Spaniels:  Because Life Is Too Short To Hunt With An Ugly Dog!" by 
David West & Izabela Cieszynski (and featuring their Irish Water Spaniels, Rori and Zaba!)
(Brief meeting at 7 pm, followed by refreshments, program, & social time; doors open at 6:30 pm)

Thursday, July 7, 2011 – "The Fighting Irish on Film:  Famous Fight Scenes in Films about the Irish and Irish 
Americans" by Dr. Steven Gerard Farrell
(Brief meeting at 7 pm, followed by refreshments, program, & social time; doors open at 6:30 pm)

Thursday, August 4, 2011 – “Irish Hurling – It’s Not What You Might Think!” by members of The Hampton Roads 
Hurling Club
(Brief meeting at 7 pm, followed by refreshments, program, & social time; doors open at 6:30 pm)
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90th Birthday Party

for Hamilton "Sully" Sullivan

May 7, 2011

Murphy's Pub

Irish American Society of Tidewater
Membership Application

Dues: $20.00/year – single   $25.00/year – family.
Make checks payable to. I. A. S.

Website: www.irlusa.org

 TYPE OF MEMBERSHIP

! SINGLE          ! FAMILY

 TYPE OF MEMBERSHIP

! SINGLE          ! FAMILY

 TYPE OF MEMBERSHIP

! SINGLE          ! FAMILY

 DATE DATE

 NAME (AS YOU WOULD LIKE IT TO APPEAR ON THE CARD) NAME (AS YOU WOULD LIKE IT TO APPEAR ON THE CARD) NAME (AS YOU WOULD LIKE IT TO APPEAR ON THE CARD) NAME (AS YOU WOULD LIKE IT TO APPEAR ON THE CARD) NAME (AS YOU WOULD LIKE IT TO APPEAR ON THE CARD) NAME (AS YOU WOULD LIKE IT TO APPEAR ON THE CARD)

  ADDRESS  ADDRESS  ADDRESS  ADDRESS  ADDRESS  ADDRESS

  CITY  CITY  CITY   STATE  STATE  ZIP

  PHONE  PHONE EMAIL ADDRESSEMAIL ADDRESSEMAIL ADDRESSEMAIL ADDRESS

Mail application to:

Irish American Society of Tidewater

P. O. Box 9614

Virginia Beach, VA 23450


